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Ferdinand. Most sure the goddaiB 

On whom those airs attend — 

My prime request 
Which I do last pronounce is, O yon.wonder, 
If yon be maid or no 1 

Mirmiia. No wonder, sir, 

But certainly a maid. 
FerHMmid. My languafe, Hearens ! 

Tempui^ aot i 
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" I HAT« a Preface !" Such will probably 
be the reader's exclamation on opening this 
volume. I will, however, pursue the sub- 
ject a little farther in the form of a dialogue. 

Author, ** 1 entirely agree in your dislike 
of a Preface ; for a good book needs none, 
and a dull book cannot be mended by it.''' 

Reader. "If, then, you coincide in my 
opinion, why write a Preface 1 Judging 
from appearances, your book is long enough 
without one !" 

A. "Do not be too severe ; it is precisely 
because the road which we propose to 
travel together is of considerable extent, 
that I wish to warn you at the outset of 
the nature of the scenery, and the enter- 
tainment you are likely to meet with, in 
order that you may, if these afford you 
no attraction, turn aside and seek better 
amusement and occupation elsewhere." 

R " That seems plausible enough ; yet, 
how can I be assured that the result will 
fulfil your promise? I once travelled in 
a stage-coach, wherein was suspended, for 
the benefit of passengers, a coloured print 
of the watering-place which was our des- 
tination ; it represented a magnificent hotel, 
with extensive gardens and shrubberies, 
through the shady walks of which, gayly 
attired parties were promenading on horse- 
back and on foot. When we arrived, I 
found myself at a large, square, unsightly 
inn by the sea-side, where neither flower, 
shrub, nor tree was to be seen ; and on in- 
quiry, I was informed that the print rep- 
resented the hotel as the proprietor in- 
tended it to he! Suppose I were to meet 
with a similar disappointment in my jour- 
ney with you 1" 

A, " I can at least offer you this comfort ; 
that whereas you could not have got out 
of the stage half way on the road without 



much inconvenience, you 8an easily lajr 
down the book whenever you find it b^ 
coming tedious; if you seek for amuse- 
ment only, you probably will be disap- 
pointed, because one of my chief aims ha» 
been k) afford you correct information re- 
specting the habits, condition, and charac- 
ter of the North American Indians and 
those bordering on their territory. I have 
introduced, also, several incidents founded 
on actual occurrences ; and some of ihent^ 
as well as of the characters, are sketched 
from personal observation." 

R, " Indeed ! you are then the individual 
who resided with the Pawnees, and pub- 
lished, a few years since, your Travels in 
North America. I suppose we may ex- 
pect in this volume a sort of pot pourrty 
composed of all the notes, anecdotes, and 
observations which you could not conve- 
niently squeeze into your former book ?" 

A. {looking rather foolish), "Although 
the terms in which you have forded your 
conjecture are not the most flattering, I 
own that it is not altogether without found- 
ation ; nevertheless, gentle reader — " 

R. ** Spare your epithets of endearment ; 
or, at least, reserve them until 1 have sat- 
isfied myself that I can reply in a similar 
strain." 

A. " Nay, it is too churlish to censure a 
harmless courtesy that has been adopted 
even by the greatest dramatists and novel- 
ists from the time of Shak&peare to the 
present day." 

R. "It may be so ; permit me, however,- 
to request, in the words of one of those 
dramatists to whom you refer, that you 
will be so obliging as to 

* Fi«rbear th» prttlmrne, 
And Itt DM know tlie mUtiuice of thy ulf " " 

The Orpkm 
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CHAPTER I. 

la which the rmder will find a sketch of a village in tlie 
West, and will bo introduced to tome of the drainatis 



Thsrb is, perhaps, no country in the world 
more favoured, in respect to natural advanta- 
ges, than the State of Ohio in North America : 
the soil is of inexhaustible fertility ; the climate 
temperate ; the rivers, flowing into Lake Erie 
to the north, and through the Ohio into the 
Mississippi to the south-west, are navigable for 
many hundreds of miles, the forests aiMond 
with the finest timber, and even the bowels of 
the earth pay, in various kinds of mineral, abun- 
dant contribution to the general wealth: the 
southern frontier of the State is bounded by the 
noble river from which she derives her name, 
and which obtained from the early French tra- 
ders and missionaries the well-deserved appel- 
lation of " La Belle Riviere." . 

Towns and cities are now multiplying upon 
its banks ; the axe has laid low vast tracts of 
its forests ; the plough has passed over many 
thousand acres of the prairies which it fertil- 
ized ; and crowds of sieamboats, laden with 
goo(fS) manufactures, and passengers from eve> 
ry part of the world, urge their busy way 
through its waters. 

Far different was the appearance and condi- 
tion of that region at the period when the events 
detailed in the following narrative occurred. 
The reader must bear in mind that, at the close 
of the last century, the vast tracts of forest and 
prairie now forming the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois, were ail included in what was then 
called the North-west Territory : it was still in- 
habited by numerous bands of Indian tribes, of 
which the most powerful were the I^nape or 
Delawares, the Shawanons, the Miamies, and 
the Wyandots or Hurons. 

Here and there, at favourable positions on 
the navigable rivers, were trading posts, defend- 
ed by small forts, to which the Indians brought 
their skins of bear, deer, bison, and beaver; 
receiving in exchange, powder, rifles, paint, 
hatchets, knives, blankets, and other articles, 
which, although unknown to their forefathers, 
had become to them, through their intercourse 
^ith the whites, numbered among the necessa- 
rios of life. But the above-mention^ animals, 
especially the last two, were already scarce in 
this region ; and the more enterprising of the 
hunters, Indian as well as white men, made 
annual excursions to the wild and boundless 
hunting-ground, westward of the Mississippi. 

At the close of the eighteenth century, the 
villages and settlements on the north bank of 
the Ohio, being scarce and far apart, were built, 
rather for the purpose of trading with the In- 
^ns than for agriculture or civifized industi7 ; 



and their inhabitants were as bold and haray, 
8ometime«as wihl and lawless, as the red men, 
with whom they were beginning to dispute tha 
soil. 

Numerous quarrels arose between these wesU 
ern settlers and their Indian neighbours; Mood 
was frequently shed, and fierce retaliation en> 
sued, which ended in open hostility. The kali^ 
disciplined militia, aided sometimes by regnlar 
troops, invaded and burnt the Indian villages ; 
while the red men, seldom able to cope with 
their enemy in the open field, cut off detached, 
parties, massacred unprotected families, and se 
swiA and indiscriminate was their revenge, that 
settlements, at some distance from the scene 
of war, were often aroused at midnight by the 
unexpected alarm of the war-whoop and the 
firebrand. There were occasions, however, 
when the Indians boldly attacked and defeated 
the troops sent against them; but General 
Wayne, having taken the command of the west- 
ern forces (about four years before the com- 
mencement of our tale), routed them at the bat* 
tie of the Miamies with great slaughter ; after 
which many of them went off to the Missaio 
plains, and those who remained, no more ven* ! 
tured to appear in the field against the United \ 
States. 

One of the earliest trading posts established 
in that region was Marietta, a pretty village 
situated at the mouth of the Muskingum river^ 
where it falls into the Ohio. Even so far back 
as the year 1799 it boasted a church, several 
taverns, a strong block-house, serving as a pro- 
tection against an attack from the Indians ^ 
Stores for the sale of grocery ; and, in short, 
such a collection of buildings as has, in more 
than one instance in the western states of 
America, grown into a city with unexampled 
rapidity. - 

This busy and flourishing vulage had taken 
the lead, of all others within a hundred miles, 
in the construction of vessels for the navigation 
of the Ohio and Mississippi ; nay, some of the 
more enterprising merchants there settled, had 
actually built, launched, and freighted brigs and 
schooners of sufficient burthen to brave the seas 
in the Mexican gulf; and had opened, in their 
little inland port, a direct trade with the West 
Indian islands, to which they exported flour, 
pork, maize, and other articles, their vessels 
returning laden with fruit, coffe6, sugar, and 
rum. 

The largest store in the village, situated in 
the centre of a row of houses fronting the river, 
was built of brick, and divided into several 
compartments, wherein were to be found att 
the necessaries of life,— all such at least as 
were called fur by the inhabitants of Marietta 
and its neij,hbourhood ; one of these compartr 
ments was crowded with ajsios and furs {xsol 
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tiie North-west, and with clothes, cottons, and 
woollen stuffs, from England ; the second with 
earthenware, cutlery, mirrors, rifles, stoves, 
grates, <Scc. ; while in the third, which was cer- 
tainly the most frequented, were sold flour, tea, 
sugar, rum, whiskey, gunpowder, spices, cured 
pork, &c. ; and in a deep comer or recess of the 

' .atter was a trap-door, not very often opened, 
hut which led to a cellar, wherein was stored a 

' reasonable quantity of Madeira and claret, the 
quality of which Would not have disgraced the 
best hotel in Philadelphia. 

Over this multifarious property on sale, pre- 
sided David Muir, a bony, long-armed man of 
about forty-five years of age, whose red, bristly 
hair, prominent cheek bones, and sharp, sunken 
gray eyes, would, without the confirming evi- 
dence of his broad Scottish accent, have indi- 
eated to an experienced observer the country 
to which he owed his birth. In the duties of 
his employment, David was well seconded by 
^ his helpmate, — a tall, powerful woman, whose 
features, though strong and masculine, retained 
the marks of early beauty, and whose voice, 
when raised in wrath, reached the ears of every 
individual, even in the farthest compartment of 
Ihe extensive store above described. 

David was a shrewd, enterprising fellow, trust- 
worthy in matters of business, and peaceable 
enough in temper ; though in more than one af- 
fray, which had arisen in consequence of some 
of his customers, whitemen and Indians, having 
taken on the spot too much of his ** fire-water," 
he had shown that he was not to be affronted 
with impunity ; nevertheless in the presence of 

^ Mrs. Christie (so was his spouse called) he was 

\ gentle and subdued, never attempting to rebel 

'*' against an autjjiprity which an experience of 
twenty years had proved to be irresistible ; one 
only child, aged now about eighteen, was the 
fruit of their marriage ; and Jessie Muir was 
certainly more pleasing in her manners and in 
her appearance than might have been expected 
from her parentage ; she assisted her mother in 
eooking, baking, and other domestic duties, and, 
when not thus engaged, read or worked in a 
corner of the cotton and silk compartment over 
which she presided ; two lads, engaged at a 
■alary of four dollars a week, to assist in the 
sale, care, and package of the goods, completed 
David's establishment, which was perhaps the 
largest and the best provided that could be found 
westward of the Alleghany mountains. 

It must not be supposed, however, that all 
this property was his own : it belonged for the 
most part to Colonel Brandon, a gentleman who 
resided on his farm, seven or eight miles from 
(he village, aad who entrusted David Muir with 
the entire charge of the stores in Marietta ; the 

' accounts of the business were regularly audited 
by the colonel once every year, and a fair share 
of the profits as regularly made over to David, 
whose accuracy and integrity had given much 
satisfaction to his princip^. 

^ Three of the largest trading vessels from the 
port of Marietta were owned and freighted by 
Colonel Brandon ; the command and manage- 
ment of them being entrusted by him to Edward 
Ethelston, a young man who, being now in his 
twenty-eighth year, disc^barged the duty of cap- 
tain and supercargo with the ^ eatest steadiness, 
ibilityi and success. - 



As young Ethelston and family will occupy a 
considerable place in our narrative, it may be 
as well to^detail briefly the circumstances which 
led to bis enjoying so large a share of the colo- 
nePs affection and confidence. 

At>out eleven years before the date mentioned 
as being that of the commencement of our tale, 
Colonel Brandon, having sold his property in 
Virginia, had moved to the Northwest Territo- 
ry, with his wife and his two children, Reginald 
and Lucy ; he had persuaded, at the sametjne, 
a Virginian friend, Digby Ethelston, who, like 
himself, was descended from an ancient royalist 
family in the mother country, to accompany him 
in this migration ; the feelings, associations, 
and prejudices of both the friends had been 
frequently wounded during the war which ter- 
minated in the independence of the United 
States ; for not only were both attached by those 
feelings and associations to the old country, but 
they had also near connexions resident there, 
with whom they kept up a friendly intercourse. 

It was not, therefore, difiScult for Colonel 
Brandon to persuade his friend to join him in 
his proposed emigration ; the latter who was a 
widower, and who, like the Colonel, had only 
two children, was fortunate in having under his 
roof a sister, who being now past the prime of 
life, devoted herself entirely to the charge of her 
brother's household. Aunt Mary (for she was 
known by no other name) expressed neither 
aversion nor alarm at the prospect of settling 
permanently in so remote a region ; and the two 
families moved accordingly, with goods and 
chattels, to the banks of the Ohio. 

The colonel and his friend were both possess- 
ed of considerable property, a portion of which 
they invested in the fur companies, which at that 
time carried on extensive tra£Sc in the north- 
west territory; they also acquired from the 
United States government large tracts of land 
at no great distance from Marietta, upon which 
each selected an agreeable site for his farm or 
country-residence. 

Their houses were not far apart, and though 
rudely built at first, they gradually assumed a 
more comfortable appearance ; wings were ad- 
ded, stables enlarged, the gardens and peach- 
orchards were well fenced, and the adjoining 
farm-oflSces amply stocked with horses and cat- 
tle. 

For two years all went on prosperously ; the 
boys, Edward Ethelston and Reginald Brandon, 
were as fond of each other as their fathers 
could desira ; the former being three years the 
senior, and possessed of excellent qualities of 
head and heart, controlled the ardent and some- 
what romantic temper of Reginald ; both were 
at school near Philadelphia ; when on a beauti- 
ful day in June, Mr. Ethelston and Aunt Mary 
walked over to pay a visit to Mrs. Brandon, 
leaving little Evelyn (who was then about eight 
years old) with her nurse at home ; they re- 
maineti at ColoneC Brandon's to dine, and were 
on the point of reluming in the afternoon, when 
a farm-servant of Mr. Ethelston's rushed into 
the room where the two gentlemen were sittiLg 
alone ; he was pale, breathless, and so agitated 
that he could not utter a syllable : " For hea- 
ven's sake, speak ! What has happened V* ex- 
claimed Colonel Brandon. 

A dreadful pause ensued ; at leDgth, he ift 
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Iher gasped than Mtit, "The Indians !*' and 
bnried his face in his hands, as if to shut oat 
some horrid spectacle*. 

Poor Ethel8ton*s tongue cloye to his mouth ; 
the prescient agony of a father overcame him. 

" What of the Indians, manV said Colonel 
Brandon ; angrily, ** 'sblood, we have seen In- 
dians enough hereabout before now ; — ^what the 
devil have they been at 1" 

A groan and a shudder was tKe only reply. 

The colonel now lost aU patience, and ex- 
claimed, " By heavens, the sight of a. red-skin 
seems to have frightened the fellow out of his 
senses ! I did not know, Ethelston, that you 
trusted jour farm-stock to such a chicken-heart 
as this !" 

Incensed by this taunt the rough lad replied, 
** Colonel ! for all as you be so bold, and have 
seen, as they say, a bloody field or two, you*d a' 
been skeared if youM a' seen this job ; but as 
for my being afeared of Ingians in an up and 
down fight, or in a tree-skrimmage — ^I don't care 
who says it — ^t'aint a fact.'* 

" I believe it, my good fellow," said the Colo- 
nel ; ** but keep us no longer in suspense — say, 
what has happened 1" 

** Why you see, Colonel, about an hour ago, 
Jem and Eiiab was at work in the 'baccy-field 
behind the house, and nurse was out in the big 
meadow a walkin wiih Miss Evelyn when I 
heard a cry as if all the devils had broke loose ; 
in a moment, six or eight painted logians with 
rifies and tomahawks dashed out of the laurel 
thickibt, and murdered poor Jem and Eliab be- 
fore they could get at their rifies which stood 
by the worm fence ;* two of them then went af- 
ter the nurse and child in the meadow, while 
the rest broke into the house, which they ran- 
sacked and set 'o fire !'* 

" But my child t" dried the agonized father. 

" I fear it's gone too," said the messenger of 
this dreadful news. ** I saw one devil kill and 
scalp the nurse, and t'other,"— 4iere he paused, 
awe-struck by the speechless agony of poor 
Ethelston, who stood with clasped hands and 
bloodless lips, unable to ask for the few more 
words which were to complete his despair. 
* " Speak on, man, let us know the worst ;" 
said the Colonel, at the same time supporting 
the trembling form of his unhappy friend. 

" I seed the tomahawk raised over the sweet 
child, and I tried to rush out o' my hidin' place 
to save it, when the flames and the smoke 
broke out, and I tumbled into the big ditch be- 
>ow the garden, over head in water; by the 
%ie I got out and reached the place, the red 
uevils were all gone, and the house, and straw, 
^nd barns all in a blaze !" 

Poor Ethelston had only heard the first few 

ivords — ^tbey were enough — his head sunk upon 

tiis breast, his whole frame shuddered convul- 

ively ; and a rapid succession of inarticulate 

t>unds came from his lips, among which no- 

liing could be distinguished beyond "child," 

tomahawk," "Evelyn." 

It is needless to relate in detail all that fol- 
owed this painful scene ; the bodies of the on- 
«brtunate labourers and of the nurse were found ; 



*It may be necessary to inform some of oar English 
leaders, that a worm nnce is a coane, slgzag railing, com- 
mon In tLe MW <rt Jsmanta of Aawrics, where tiBber to 



all had been scalped ; that of the child was Mt 
found; and though Colonel Brandon himsetf 
led a band of the most experienced hunters in 
pursuit, the trail of the savages could not be 
followed ; with their usual wily foresight they 
had struck ofiT through the forest in difi*erent 
directions, and succeeded in baffling all attempts 
at .discovering either their route or their tribe , . 
messengers were sent to the trading posts at ;~ 
Kaskaskia, Vincennes, and even to Genevieve, ,^ 
and St. Louis, and all retucned dispirited by a 
laborious and fruitless search. 

Mr. Ethelston never recovered this calami 
tons blow ; several fits of paralysis, following 
each other in rapid succession, carried him off 
within a few months. By his will he appointed 
a liberal annuity to Aunt Mary, and left the re- 
mainder of his property to his son Edward, but 
entirely under the control and guaniianship of 
Colonel Brandon. 

The latter had prevailed upon Aunt Mary and 
her young nephew to become inmates of his 
house ; where, after the soothing effect of time 
had softened the bitterness of their grief, they 
found the comforts, the occupations, the en- 
dearments, the social blessings embodied in the 
word "home." Edward became more fondly 
attached than ever to his younger companion, 
Reginald ; and Aunt Mary, besides aiding Mrs. 
Brandon in the education of her daughter, found 
time to knit, to hem, to cook, to draw, to plant 
vegetables, to rear flowers, to read, to give 
medicine to any sick in the neighbourhood, and 
to comfort all who, like herself, had suffered 
under the chastising hand of Providence. 

Such were the circumstances which (eleven 
years before the commencement of this narra- , "^ 
tive) had led to the affectionate and paternal i 
interest which the Colonel felt for the son of 
his friend, and which was increased by the high 
and estimable qualities gradually developed in 
Edward's character. Before proceeding further 
in our tale, it is necessary to give the reader 
some insight into the early history of Colonel 
Brandon himself! and into those occurences in 
the life of his son Reginald, which throw light 
upon the events hereafter to be related. 



CHAPTER II. 

Containing an account of the marriage of Colonel Braa 
don and Its conseqaences. 

Georob Brandon was the only son of a 
younger brother, a scion of an ancient and dis- 
tinguished family : they had been, for the most 
part, staunch Jacobites, and George's father 
lost the greater part of his property in a fruitless 
endeavour to support the ill-timed and ill-con- 
ducted expedition of Charles Edward, in 1745. 

Ader this he retired to the Continent and 
died, leaving to his son little else besides hia 
sword, a few hundred crowns, and an untai 
nished name. The young man returned to ^ 
England ; and, being agreeable, accomplished v 
and strikingly handsome, was kindly received - 
by some of nis relations and their friends. 

During one of the visits that he paid at the 
house of a neighbour in the country, be fell 
desperately in love with Lucy Shirley, the 
daughter of the richest squire in the country, a 
detttmined Whig; and one who hated a Jaoa* 
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bite worse than a Frenehman. As Geotge 
Brmndon*8 passion was returned with equal ar* 
do*ir, and the objeet of it was young and inex- 
perienced as himself, all the obstacles opposed 
to their union only served to add fuel to the 
flame • and, after repeated but Tain endeavours 
on the part of Lucy Shirley to reconcile her 
father, or her only brother, to the match,. she 
eloped with her young lover ; and, by a rapid 
escape into Scotland, where they were imme- 
diately married, they rendered abortive all at- 
tempt at pursuit. 

It was not long before the young couple be- 
gan to feel some of the painful consequences of 
th^ir impradence. The old squire was not to 
be appeased ; he would neither see his daugh- 
ter, nor would he open one of the many letters 
which she wrote to entreat his forgiveness : 
but, although incensed, he was a proud man 
and scrupulously just in all his dealings : Lucy 
had been left X 10,000 by her grand-mother, but 
it was not due to her until she attained her 
twenty-first year, or tnarried with her father'M 
consent. The squire waved both these condi- 
tions; he knew that his daughter had fallen 
from a brilliant sphere to one comparatively 
Humble. Even in the midst of his wrath he 
did not wish her to starve, and accordingly in- 
structed his lawyer to write to Mrs. Brandon, 
and to inform her that he had orders to pay her 
;£600 a-year, until she thought fit to demand the 
paym^snt of the principal. 

George and his wife returned, after a brief 
absence, to England, and made frequent efforts 
to overcome by entreaty and submission the 
old squire*s obduracy; but it was all in vain ; 
neither were they more successful in propitia- 
ting the young squire, an eccentric youth, who 
lived among dogs and horses, and who had im- 
bibed from his father a hereditary taste for old 
port, and an antipathy to Jacobites. His reply 
to a letter which Oeorge wrote, entreating his 
good ofiices in effecting a reeonciliation between 
Lucy and her father, will serve better than an 
• elaborate description to illuatrate his character ; 
it ran as follows : — 

Sir, 
When my sister married a Jacobite, against 
flither's consent, she carried her eggs to a fooPs 
market, and she must make the best of her own 
bargain. Father isn't such a flat as to be gul- 
led with your fine words now ; and tho* they 
say Pm not over forward in my sohooIin\ you 
must put some better bait on your trap before 
Tou catch 

Marmadukb Shirlet, Jun. 

It may well be imagined, that after the re- 
ceipt of this epistle George Brandon did not 
aeek to renew his intercourse v,iih. Lucy's bro- 
ther ; but as she had now presented him with 
a little boy, he began to meditate seriously on 
the means which he should adopt to better his 
fortunes. 

One of bis most intimate and esteemed 
Iriends, Digby Ethelston, being like himself, 
a portionless member of an ancient family, had 
gone out early in life to America, and had, by 
dint of persevering industry, gained a respect- 
able competence ; while in the southern colo- 
.nies he had married the daughter of an old 
Fna^ planter, who had left the marquiaate to 



which be was entitled in his own country, m 
order to live in peace and quiet among the 
sugar canes and cutton fields of Louisiana; 
Ethelston had received with his wire a consid* 
erafole accession of fortune, and they were on 
the eve of returning across the Atlantic, her 
husband having settled all the affairs which had 
brought him to England. 

His representations of the New World made 
a strong imjA-ession on the sanguine mind of 
George Brandon, and he proposed to his wife 
to emigrate with their little one to America; 
poor Lucy, cut off from her own family and de* 
voted to her husband, made no difficulty what- 
ever, and it was soon settled that they should 
accompany the Ethelstons. 

George now called upon Mr. Shirley's solici- 
tor, a dry, matter-of-fact, parchment man, to in- 
form him of their intention, and of their wish 
that the principal of Lucy's fortune might be 
paid up. The lawyer took down a dusty box: 
of blaek tin, whereon was engraved " Marma- 
duke Shirley, Esq., Shirley Hall, No. 7," and 
after carefully perusing a paper of instructions, 
he said, " Mrs. Brandon's legacy shall be paid 
up, sir, on the 1st of July to any party whom 
she may empower to receive it on her behalf, 
and to give a legal discharge for the same." , 

" And pray, sir," said George, hesitating, <* as 
we are going across the Atlantic, perhaps never 
to return, do you not think Mr. Shiriey would 
see his daughter once before she sails, to give 
her his blessing! 

Again the man of parchment turned his sharp 
nose towards the paper, and having scanned its 
contents, he said, ** I find nothing, sir, in these 
instructions on that point ; Good morning, Mr. 
Brandon — James, shew in Sir John Waltham.** 

George walked home dispirited, and the punc- 
tual solicitor failed not to inform the squire im- 
mediately of the young couple's intended emi- 
gration and the demand for the paying up of the 
sum due to Lncy. In spite of bis long cherish- 
ed prejudices against George Brandon's Jaco- 
bite family, and his anger at the elopement, he 
was somewhat softened by time, by what he 
heard of the blameless life led by the young 
man, and by the respectful conduct that the lit- 
ter bad evinced towards his wife's family ; for 
it had happened on one occasion that some of 
his young companions had thought fit to speak 
of the obstinacy and stinginess of the old squire ; 
this language George had instantly and indig- 
nantly checked, saying, *' My conduct in marry- 
ing his daughter aga*nst his consent, was un- 
justifiable ; though he has not focgiven her, he 
has behaved justly an4 honourably ; any word 
spoken disrespectfully of my wife's father, I 
shall consider a personal i*\sult to myself." 

This had accidentally reached the ears of the 
old squire, and, though still *oo proud and top^ 
obstinate to agree to any recorciliation, he said 
to the solicitor : " Perkins, I wiU not be recon- 
ciled to these scapegraces, I wih have no inter- 
course with them, but I will see hvry before she 
goes ; she must not see me ; — arrange it as 
yOu please ; desire her to come to yo*ir house 
to sign the discharge for the £10,000, ra par- 
son ; you can put me in a cupboard, in tht' next 
room, where you will, a glass door will do >— 
you understand 1" 

«* Yes, sir. Wheal" 
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" Oh, the sooner the better ; whenever the 
■papers are ready." 

** It shall be done, sir.'* And thus the inter- 
view closed. 

Meantime George made one final effort in a 
letter which he addressed to the Squire, couch* 
ed in terms at once manly and respectful; 
owning the errors that he had committed, but 
hoping that forgiveness might precede this long, 
this last separation. 

This letter was returned to him unopened, 
and in order to conceal from Lucy the grief and 
mortification of his high and wounded spirit, he 
was obliged to absent himself from home for 
many hours, and when he did return, it was 
with a clouded brow. 

Certainly the fate of this young couple, though 
not altogether prosperous, was in one particular 
a remarkable exception to the usual results of 
^ runaway match ; they were affectionately 
and entirely devoted to each other ; and Lucy, 
though she had been once, and only once, a dis- 
obedient daughter, was the most loving and 
obedient of wives. 

The day fixed for her signature arrived. Mr. 
Perkins had made all his arrangements agree- 
ably to his wealthy client's instructions ; and 
when, accompanied by her husband, she enter- 
•ed the solicitor's study, she was little conscious 
that her father was separated from her only by 
a frail door, which being led ajar, he could see 
<her, and hear every word that she spoke. 

Mr. Perkins, placing the draft of the dis- 
charge into George Brandon's hand, together 
with the instrument whereby his wife was put 
in possession of the ;£ 10,000, said to him, 
" Would it not be better, sir, to send for your 
solicitor to inspect these papers on behalf of 
yourself and Mrs, Brandon, before she signs the 
^discharge 1" 

'* Allow me to inquire, sir," replied George, 
"whether Mr. Shirley has perused these pa- 
pers, and has placed them here for his daugh- 
ter's signature 1" 

" Assuredly, he has, sir," said the lawyer, 
** and I have too, on his behalf; you do not im- 
agine, sir, that my client would pay the capital 
sum without being certain that the discharge 
was regular and sufficient !'* 

*' Then 1 am satisfied, sir," said George, with 
something of disdain expressed on his fine 
oountenance. " Mr. Shirley is a man of hon- 
our, and a father ; whatever he has sent for his 
daughter's signature will secure her interests as 
eflTectually as if a dozen solicitors had inspect- 
ed it." 

At the conclusion of this speech, a sort of 
indistinct hem proceeded from the ensconced 
Squire, to cover which Mr. Perkins said, *' But, 
sir, it is not usual to sign papers of this con- 
^uence without examining them." 

*' Lucy, my dear," said George, turning with 
n smile ot affectionate confidence to his wife ; 
*' to oblige Mr. Perkins, I will read through 
these two papers attentively; sit down for a 
minute, as they are somewhat long ;" so say- 
ing, he applied himself at once to his task. . 

Meantime, Lucy, painfully agitated and ex- 
cited, made several attempts to address Mr. 
Perkins ; but her voice failed her, as soon as 
she turned her eyes upon that ffentleman's rigid 
eoontenance ; at length howe?«r» by a desper- 



ate effort* she tueeeeded in taking, tremiilmtt- 

ly, "Mr. Perkins, have you seen my folber 
lately t" 

" Yes, ma'am," said the lawyer, nibbing bii 
pen. 

*' Oh ! tell me how he is ! — Has the gout left 
him 1 — Oan he ride to the farm as he used !" 

" He is well, madam, very wdl, I believe." 

"Shall you see him soon again, sirt" 

" Yes, madam, I must show him these papers 
when signed." 

" Oh ! then, tell him, that his daughter, who 
never disobeyed him but once, has wept bitter- 
ly for her fault ; that she will probably never 
see him again, in this world ; that she blesses 
him in her daily prayers. Oh! tell him, I 
charge you as you are a man, tell him, that I 
could cross the ocean happy ; that I could bear 
years of sickness, of privation, happy ; that I 
could die happy, if I had but my dear, dear 
father's blessing." As she said this, the young 
wife had unconsciously fallen upon one knee 
before the man of law, and her tearful eyes 
were bent upon his oountenance in earnest sup- 
plication. 

Again an indistinct noise, as of a suppressed 
groan or sob, was heard firom behind the door, 
and the solicitor wiping his spectacles and turn- 
ing away his face to conceal an emotion of 
which he felt rather ashamed, said : *' 1 will 
tell him all you desire, madam ; and if I re- 
ceive his instructions to make any communica- 
tion in reply, I vnll mtdce it fiuthfully, ard with- 
out loss of time." 

" Thank you, thank yon a thousand tioMB,' 
said Lucy ; and resuming her seat, she endea- 
voured to recover her composure. 

George had by this time run bis eye over the 
papers, and although be had overheard his wife's 
appeal to the solicitor, he would not interrupt 
her, nor throw any obstacle in the way of an 
object which he knew she had so much at heart. 
" I am perfectly satisfied, sir," said he ; " you 
have nothing to do but to provide the witness- 
es, and Mrs. Brandon will aflSx her signature." 

Two clerks of Mr. Perkins* were according- 
ly summoned, and the discharge bavmg been 
signed in their presence, they retired. Mr. Per- 
kins now drew another paper from the leaves 
of a book on his table, saying : ** Mr. Brandon, 
the discharge being now signed and attested, I 
have further instructions from Mr. Shirley to 
inform you that although he eannot alter his 
determination of refusing to see his daughter, 
or holding any intercourse with yourself, he is 
desirous that yon should not in America find 
yourself in straitened circumstances ; and has 
accordingly authorised me to place in your 
hands this drafl upon his banker for £9000.** 

•* Mr. Perkins," said George, in a tone of mm- 
gled sadness and pride ; *' in the payment of the 
£10,000, my wife's fortune, Mr. Shirley, though 
acting honourably, has on^ done justice, and 
has dealt as he would have dealt with strangers; 
had he thought proper to listen to my wife's, or ; 
to my own repeated entreaties for forgivenesars, 
and reconciliation, I would gratefully have re- " 
ceived from him, as from a father, any favour 
that he wished to confer on us ; but, sir, as he 
refuses to see me under his roof, or even to give 
his afiTectionate and repentant child a parting 
Uesaing, I would rather work for my ~ " 
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bread tl»n reoeiTe at fab hands die donation of 
a gmnea." 

As he said this, he tore the draft and scatter- 
ed its shreds on the table before the astonished 
lawyer. Poor Lucy was still in tears, yet one 
look assnred her husband that she felt with him. 
He added in a gentler tone, ^ Mr. Perkins ac- 
cept my acknowledgments for your courtesy ;'* 
and offering his arm to Lucy, turned to leave 
the room. 



.CHAPTER IIL 

ConlsinlDf loine Anther account of COIoaet and Mrs. 
Brandon, and of the Education of their aon Reginald. 

Whilb the scene described in the last chap- 
ter was passing in the lawyer's study, stormy 
and severe was the struggle going on in the 
breast of the listening father : more than once 
he had been on the point of rushing into the 
room to fold his child in his arms ; but that ob- 
stinate pride, which causes in life so many bit- 
ter hours of regret, prevented him, and check- 
ed the natural impulse of affection : still, as she 
turned with her husband to leave the room, be 
unconsciously opened the door, on the lock of 
which his hand rested, as he endeavoured to 
get one last look at a face which he had so 
^ long loved and caressed. The door being thus 
partially opened, a very diminutive and favour- 
ite spaniel, that accompanied him wherever he 
went, escaped through the aperture, and, recog- 
nizing Lucy, barked and jumped upon her in an 
ecstacy of delight. 

" Heavens !" cried she, ** it is — ^it must be 
Fan '" At another time she would have fond- 
ly caressed it, but one only thought now occu- 
pied her ; trembling on her husband's arm, she 
whispered, ** George, papa must be here." At 
that moment her eye caught the partially-open- 
ed door, which the agitated Squire still held, 
and, breaking from her husband, she flew as if 
by instinct into the adjacent room, and fell at 
her father's feet. 

Poor Mr. Perkins was now grievously dis- 
concerted, and calling out, '*This way, madam, 
this way ; that is not the right door," was about 
to follow, when George Brandon, laying his 
hand upon the lawyer's arm, said impressively, 

**Stay, sir; that room is sacred!" and led 
him back to his chair. His quick mind had 
seized in a moment the correctness of Lucy's 
conjecture, and his good feehng taught him 
that no third person, not even he, should in- 
trude upon the father and the child. 

The old squire could not make a long resist- 
ance when the gush of his once-lovod Lucy's 
tears trickled upon his hand, and while her 
half-choked voice sobbed for his pardon and his 
blessing; it was in vain that he summoned 
all his pride, all his strength, all his anger; 
Nature would assert her rights ; and in another 
minute his child's head was on his bosom, and 
he whispered over her, " I forgive you Lucy ; 
may God bless you, as I do !" 

For some time after this was the interview 
prolonged, and Lucy seemed to be pleading for 
some boon which she could not obtain ; never- 
theless her tears, her old familiar childish ca- 
reasesy had regained something of their former 



dominion orer the cbolerie, bat warm-hearted 
Squire ; and in a voice of joy that thrilled eyen 
through the quiet man of law, she cried, 
•* George ! George, come in !" he leaped from 
his seat, and in a moment was at the feet of her - 
father. There as he knelt by Lucy's side, the ^ 
old Squire put one hand upon the head of each, -, 
saying, ** My children, aC that you have ever V 
done to offend me is forgotten ; continue to love '^ 
and to cherish each other, and may God pros - /. 
per you with every blessing!" George Bran*><'. 
don's heart was full ; he could not speak, but V 
straining his wife affectionately to his bosomt 
and kissing her father's hand, he withdrew into- 
a corner of the room, and for some minutes r^ 
mained oppressed by emotions too strong to find 
relief in expressions. 

We need not detail at length the consequen-- 
ces of this happy and unexpected reconciliation. 
The check was re-written, was doubled, and 
was accepted. George still persevered in his 
wish to accompany his friend to Virginia ; where 
Ethelston assured him that, with his £20,000 
prudently managed, he might easily acquire a 
sufficient fortune for himself and his family. 

How mighty is the power of circumstance : and 
upon what small pivots does Providence some- 
times allow the wheels of human fortune to bo 
turned ! Here, in the instance just related, the 
blessing or unappeasea wrath of a father, the 
joy or despair of a daughter, the peace or dis- 
cord of a family, all, all were dependent upon 
the bark and caress of a spaniel ! For that stern 
old man had made his determination, and would 
have adhered to it, if Lucy had not thus beea , 
made aware of his presence, and by her grief ' 
aiding the voice of Nature, overthrown all the 
defences of his pride. 

It happened that the young Squire was at 
this time in Paris, his father having sent him 
thither to see the world and learn to fence ; a 
letter was, however, written by Lucy, announ^ 
cing to him the happy reconciliation, and on- 
treating him to participate in their coomion hap- 
piness. 

The arrangements for the voyage were soon 
completed ; the cabin of a large vessel being- 
engaged to convey the w^hole party to Norfolk 
in Virginia. The Old Squire offered no oppo- 
sition, considering that George Brandon was too» 
old to begin a profession in England, and that 
he might employ his time and abilities advanta- 
geously in the New World. 

We may pass over many of the ensuing years,, 
the events of which have little influence on our 
narrative, merely informing the reader that the 
investment of Brandon's money, made by the 
advice of Ethelston, was prosperous in the ex- 
treme. In the course of a year or two, Mrs. 
Brandon presented her lord with a little girl,, 
who was named after herself. In the following, 
year, Mrs. Ethelston had also a daughter : the :- 
third confinement was not so fortunate, and ;' 
she died in childbed, leaving to Ethelston, Ed- ; 
ward, then about nine, and little Evelyn a 
twelvemonth old. 

It was on this sad occasion that he persuaded 
his sister to come out from England to reside 
with him, and take care of his motherless chil- 
dren : a task that she undertook and fulfilled' 
witii the love ^nd devotion of the most affec- 
tionate mother. 
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In oooTBe of time the war broke out which 
ended in the independence of the Colonies. 
During its commencement, Brandon and Ethel- 
Bton both remained firm to the Crown ; but as 
it advanced, they oecame gradually convinced 
of the impolicy and injustice of the claims urged 
by England ; Brandon having sought an inter- 
view with Washington, the arguments, and the 
character, of that great man decided him ; he 
joined the Independent party, obtained a com- 
mand, and distinguished himself so much as to 
obtain the esteem and regard of his commander. 
As soon as peace was established he had, for 
reasons before stated, determined to change his 
residence, and persuaded Ethelaton to accom- 
pany him with his family. 

After the dreadful domestic calamity men- 
tioned in the first chapter, and the untimely 
death of Ethelston, Colonel Brandon sent Ed- 
ward, the son of his deceased friend, to a dis- 
tant relative in Hamburgh, desiring that every 
care might be given to give him a complete 
mercantile and liberal education, including two 
years* study at a German university. 

Meanwhile the old Squire Brandon was dead, 
nut his son and successor had written, after his 
own strange fashion, a letter to his sister, beg- 
ging her to send over her boy to England, and he 
would " make a man of him.*' After duly weigh- 
ing this proposal. Colonel and Mrs. Brandon de- 
termined to avail themselves of it ; and Reginald 
was accordingly sent over to his uncle, who had 
promised to enter him immediately at Oxford. 

When Reginald arrived, Marmaduke Shirley 
turned him round half a dozen tiroes, felt his 
arms, punched his ribs, looked at his ruddy 
cheeks and brown hair, that had never known 
a barber, and exclaimed to a brotber sportsman 
who wa« standing by, *' D — d if he ain't one of 
the right sort! eh, Harry?* But if the uncle 
was pleased with the lad's appearance, much 
more delighted was he with his accomplish- 
ments : for he could walk down any keeper on 
the estate, he sat on a horse like a young cen- 
taur, and his accuracy with a rifle perfectly 
confounded the Squire. " If this isn't a chip 
of the old block, my name isn't Marmaduke 
Shirley," said he ; and for a moment a shade 
crossed his usually careless brow, as he remem- 
bered that he had wooed, and married, and 
been left a childless widower. 

But although at Shirley Hall Reginald fol- 
lowed the sports of the field with the ardour 
natural to his age and character, he rather an- 
noyed the Squire by his obstinate and perse- 
vering attention to his studies at College ; he 
remembered that walking and shooting were 
accomplishments which he might have acquired 
and perfected in the woods of Virginia ; but he 
felt it doe 'to his parents, and to the confidence 
which they had reposed in his discretion, to 
carry back with him some more useful knowl- 
edge and learning. 

With this dutiful motive, he commenced his 
studies ; and as he advanced in them, his natu- 
rally quick intellect seized on and appreciated 
the beauties presented to it ; authors, in whose 
writinffs he had imagined and expected little 
else but difiSculties, soon became easy and fa- 
miliar; and what he had imposed upon himself 
from a high principle as a task, proved, ere long, 
& source of abundant pleasure. 



In the Kacations he visited his good-biunour 
ed unde, who never failed to rally him as «« 
** Latin-monger" and a book-worm ; but Regi- 
nald bore the jokes with temper not less merry 
than his uncle's; and whenever, after a hard 
run, he had " pounded*' the Squire or the hunts- 
man, he never failed to retaliate by answering 
the compliments paid him on his riding with 
some such jest as *• Pretty well for a book-worm, 
uncle." It soon became evident to all the ten- 
ants, servants, and indeed to the whole neigh- 
bourhood, that Reginald exercised a despotic 
Influence over the Squire, who respected inter- 
nally those literary attainments in his nephew 
which he affected to ridicule. 

When Reginald had taken his. degree, which 
he did with high honour and credit, he felt an 
ardent desire to visit his friend and school-fel- 
low, Edward Ethelston, in Germany ; he was 
also anxious to see something of the Continent, 
and to study the foreign languages ; this wish 
he expressed without circumlocution to the 
Squire, who received the communication with 
undisguised disapprobation : '* What the devil 
can the boy want to go abroad fori not satisfied 
with wasting two or three years poking over 
Greek, Latin, Mathematics, and other infernal 
* atics' and * ologies,' now you must go across 
the Channel, to eat sour-crout, soup-maigre, 
and frogs! I won't hear of it, sir;" and in 
order to keep his wrath warm, the Squire poked 
the fire violently. 

In spite of this determination Reginald, a» 
usual carried his point, and in a few weeks was 
on board a packet bound for Hamburgh, his 
purse being well filksd by the Squire, who told 
him to see all that could be seen, and •* not to 
let any of those Monnseers top him at any- 
thing." Reginald was also provided with let- 
ters of credit to a much larger amount than he 
required ; but the first hint which he gave of a 
wish to decUne a portion of the Squire's gene- 
rosity raised such a storm, that our hero was 
fain to submit. 



CHAPTER IV. 

CoataintBg randry adventures of Reginald Brandon and • 
his friend EUielston on the Continent ; also some Auther 
proceedings at Squire Shirley's ; and the return of Reg- 
inald Brandon to his home. In this chapter the sport- 
ing reader will find an ezanple of an unmade rider oa - 
a made hunter. 

Rkoinalo having joined his attached and* 
faithful friend Ethelston at Hamburgh, the 
young men agreed to travel together ; and the - 
intimacy of their early boyhood ripened into a 
mature friendship, based upon a mutual esteem ; 
in personal advantages, Reginald was greatly 
the superior ; for although unusually tall and 
strongly built, such was the perfect symmetry 
of his proportions, that his height, and the great 
muscular strength of his chest and limbs, were 
carried ofiT by the grace with which he moved, 
and by the air of high-breeding by which he was 
distinguished ; his countenance was noble and 
open in expression; and though there was a 
fire in his dark eye which betokened passiona 
easily aroused, stOl there was a frankness oa 
the brow, and a smile around the mouth tliat 
told of a nature at once kindly, fearless, and 
without suspicioQ. 
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EUiekton, who was, be it remembered, three 
' years older than his friend, was of middle eUt- 
-nre, but active aod well proportioned ; his hair 

and eyebrows were of the jettest black, and his 
^countenance thoughtful and grave; but there 

was about the full and firm lip an expression of 

• determination not to be mistaken; habits of 
.study and reflection had already written their 

trace upon his high and intellectual brow ; so 
that one who saw him for the first time might 
imagine him only a severe student ; but ere he 
had seen him an hour in society, he would pro- 
nounce him a roan of practical and command- 
ing character. The shade of melancholy, which 
was almost habitual on his countenance, dated 
from the death of his father, brought prema- 
turely by sorrow to his grave, and from the loss 

^f his little sister, to whom he had been tender- 
.y attached. The two friends loved each other 
with the affection of brothers ; and, after the 
reparation of the last few years, each found in 
the other newly developed qualities to esteem. 
The state of Europe during the autumn of 
1795 not being favourable for distant excur- 
sions, Ethelston contented himself with show- 
ing his friend all objects worthy of his attention 
in the north of Grermany, and at the same time 
assisted him in attaining its rich, though difiS- 

>«ult language ; by associating much during the 
winter, with the students from the Universities, 

^Reginald caught some of their enthusiasm re- 
specting the defence of their country from the 
arms of the French republic ; he learned that a 
large number of Ethelston's acquaintances at 
Hamburgh had resolved in the spring to join a 
«orp8 of volunteers from the Hanseatic towns, 
destined to fight under the banner of the Arch- 
du le Charles ; to their own surprise, our two 
friends were carried away by the stream, and 
found themselves enrolled in a small, but active 
and gallant band of sharp-shooters, ordered to 
act on the flank of a laiige body of Austrian in- 
fiintry. More than once the impetuous courage 

-of Reginald had nearly cost him bis life; and 
in the action at Amberg, where the Archduke 
defeated General Bemadotte, he received two 
wounds, such as would have disabled a man of 
less hardy constitution. It was in vain that 
Ethelston, whose bravery was tempered by un- 
TuflHed coolness, urged his friend to expose him- 
self less wantonly ; Reginald always promised 
it, but in the excitement of the action always 
forgot the promise. 
After he had recovered from his wounds, his 

-commanding officer, who had noticed his fear- 
less daring, a quality so valuable in the skir- 

*mishing duty, to which his corps were appoint- 
ed, sent for him, and ofifered to promote him. 
^* Sir," said Reginald, modestly, " I thank you 
heartily, but I must decline the honour you pro- 

, pose to me. I am too inexperienced to lead 
others; my friend and comrade, Ethelston, is 
three years my senior; in action he is always 
by my side, sometimes before me ; he has more 
skill or riper judgment ; any promotion that 
should prefer me before him, would be most 
painful to me." He bowed and withdrew. On 
the following day, the same officer, who had 
mentioned Reginald's conduct to the Archduke, 
presented each of the friends, from him, with a 
gold medal of the Emperor ; a distinction the 

• more gratifying to Reginald, firem his knowledge 



that ht had been seeredy the neans of ttnngmg 
bis friend's merit into the notice of his com- 
mander. 

They served through the remainder of that 
campaign, when the arms of the contending 
parties met with alternate success ; towards its 
close, the Archduke having skilfully eflTected 
his object of uniting his forces to the corps 
d'armde under General Wartenleben, compelled 
the French to evacuate Franconia, and to ic- 
tire towards Switzerland. 

This retreat was conducted with much sicill 
by General Moreau; several tiroes did *the 
French rear-guard make an obstinate stand 
against the pursuers, among whom Reginald 
and his comrades were always the foreHiost. 
On one occasion, the French army occupied 
a position so strong that they were not driven 
from it without heavy loss on both sides ; and 
even afler the fon;e of numbers had compelled 
the main body to retire, there remained a gal- 
lant band who seemed resolved to conquer or 
die upon the field; in vain did the Austrian 
leaders, in admiration of their devoted valour, 
call to them to surrender ; without yielding an 
inch of ground, they fell fighting where they 
stood. Reginald made the most desperate ef- 
forts to save their young commander, whose 
chivalrous appearance and brilliantly decorated 
uniform made him remarkable from a great 
distance ; several times did he strike aside a 
barrel pointed at the French officer; but it was 
too late; and when at length, covered with 
dust, and sweat, and bloody he reached tlio 
spot, he found the young hero whom he had 
striven to save, stretched on the ground by 
several mortal wounds in his breast ; he saw, 
however, Reginald's kind intention, smiled 
gratefully upon him, waved his sword over his 
head, and died. 

The excitement of the battle was over, and 
leaning on his sword, Reginald still bent over 
the noble form and marble features of the 
young warrior at his feet, and he sighed deeply 
when he thought how suddenly had this flower 
of manly beauty been cut down. " Perhaps,** 
said he, half aloud, " some now childless moth- 
er yet waits for this last prop of her age and 
name ; or some betrothed lingers at her win- 
dow, and wonders why he so long delays." 

Ethelston was at his side, his eyes also bent 
sadly upon the same object ; the young friends 
interchanged a warm and silent grasp of the 
hand, each feeling that he read the heart of 
the other ! At this moment, a groan escaped 
from a wounded min, who was half buried un- 
der the bleeding bodies of his comrades; with 
some difl5culty Reginald dragged him out from 
below them, and the poor fellow thanked him 
for his humanity ; he had only received a slight 
wound on the hfead from a spent ball, which 
had stunned him fctr the time ; but he soon re- 
covered from its eflTects, and looking around, he 
saw the body of the young commander stretched 
on the plain. 

**Ah, mon pawore General P* he exclaimed: 
and on farther inquiry, Reginald learned that it 
was indeed the gallant, the admired, the belov- 
ed General Marceau, whose brilliant career was 
thus untimely closed. " 

" I will go," whispered Ethelston, " and hear 
this tidings to the Archdoka ; meantime, " ' 
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rnflddi gnard Uie honoured remains from the 
camp-spoiler and the plunderer.*' So saying he 
withdrew ; and Reginald, stooping over the 
prostrate form before him, stretched it decently, 
closed the eyes, and throwing a mantle over 
tlie splendid uniform, sat down to indulge in the 
serious meditations inspired by the scene. 

He was soon aroused from them by the poor 
fellow whom he had dragged forth, who said to 
him, " Sir, I yield myself your prisoner." 

" And who are you, my fiend!" 

** I was courier, valet, and cuolc (o M. de Va- 
reuil, aide-de-camp to the General Marceau ; 
both lie dead together before you.'* 

" And what is your name, my good fellow 1" 

" Gustave AdoJphe Montmorenci Perrot." 

" A fair string of names, indeed," said Regi- 
nald, smiling. ^vBut pray, Monsieur Perrot, 
how came you here 1 are you a soldier as well 
as a courier?" 

" Monsieur does me too much honour," said 
the other, shrugging his shoulders. *' I only 
came from the baggage- train with a message to 
my master, and your avant-garde peppered us 
so hotly that I could not get back again. I am 
not fond of fighting ; but somehow, when I saw 
poor Monsieur de Vareuil in so sad a plight, I 
did not wish to leave him." 

Reginald looked at the speaker, and thought 
he had never seen in one face such a compound 
of slyness and honesty, drollery and sadness. 
He did not, however, reply, and relapsed into 
his meditation. Before five minutes had passed, 
Monsieur Perrot, as if struck by a sudden idea, 
fei on his knees before Reginald, and said, 

** Monsieur has saved my life-— will he grant 
me yet one favour V* 

" If within my power," said Reginald, good- 
"humouredly. 

" Will Monsieur take me into his service 1 I 
have travelled over all Europe; J have lived 
long in Paris, London, Vienna ; I may be of use 
to Monsieur ; but I have no home now." 

" Nay, but Monsieur Perrot, I want no serv- 
ant ; I am only a volunteer with the army." 

" I see what Monsieur is," said Perrot, archly, 
** in spite of the dust and blood with which he 
is disfigured. I will ask no salary ; I will share 
your black bread, if you are poor, and will live 
in your pantry if you are richt I only want to 
serve you." 

Monsieur Perrot's importunity overruled all 
the objections that Reginald could raise; and 
he at last consented to the arrangement, pro- 
vided the former, afler due reflection, should 
• adhere to his wish. 

Ethelston meanwhile returned with the party 
sent by the. Archduke to pay the last token of 
respect to the remains of the youthful General. 
They were interred with all the military hon- 
' ours due to an officer whose reputation was, 
considering his years, second to none in France, 
save that of Napoleon himself. 

After the ceremony. Monsieur Perrot, now on 
parole not to bear arms against Austria, obtain- 
ed leave to return to the French camp for a 
week, in order to ** arrange his affairs," at the 
expiration of which he promised to rejoin his 
new master. Ethelston blamed Reginald for 
his thoughtlessness in engaging this untried at* 
tendant. 'The latter, however, laughed at his 
friend; and said, " Though he is such a droll- 



looking creaioiB, I think there ie geed ia him 
at all events, rest assured I will not trust him 
far without trial** 

A few weeks after these events, General Mo* 
reau having effected his retreat into Switzer- 
land, an armistice was concluded on the Rhine 
between the contending armies ; and Reginald 
could no longer resist the imperative commands 
of his Uncle to return to Shirley Hall. Mon- 
sieur Gustave Adolphe Montmorenci Perrot had 
joined his new master, with a valise admirably 
stocked, and wearing a peruke of a most fash- 
ionable cut. Ethelston shrewdly suspected that 
these had formed part of poor Monsieur de Va- 
reuiPs wardrobe, and his dislike of Reginald's 
foppish valet was not thereby diminished. 

On the route to Hamburgh the friends passed 
through many places where the luxuries, and 
even the necessaries, of life had been rendered 
scarce by the late campaign. Here Perrot was 
in his element ; fatigue seemed to be unknown 
to him ; he was always ready, active, useful as 
a courier, and unequalled as a cook and a caterei , 
so that Ethelston was compelled to confess that 
if he only proved honest, Reginald had indeed 
found a treasure. 

At Hamburgh the two friends took an affec- 
tionate farewell, promising to meet each other 
in the course of the following year on the banks 
of the Ohio. Reginald returned to his Uncle, 
who stormed dreadfully when he learned that 
he had brought with him a French valet, and 
remained implacable in spite of the circumstan- 
ces under which he had been engaged ; until 
one morning, when a footman threw down the 
tray on which he was carrying up the Squire's 
breakfast of beeksteaks and stewed kidneys, 
half an hour before " the meet'* at his best cover- 
side. What could now be donel The cook 
was sulky, and sent word that there were no 
more steaks or kidneys to be had. The Squure 
was wrath and hungry. Reginald laughed, and 
said, " Uncle, send for Perrot.** 

*' Perrot be d — d !" cried the Squire. " Does 
the boy think I want some pomatum 1 What 
else could that coxcomb give mel" 

" May I try him, Uncle 1" said Reginald, stiU 
laughing. 

** You may try him : but if he plays any ot 
his jackanapes pranks, I'll tan his bide for him, 
1 promise you !" 

Reginald having rang for Perrot, pointed to 
the remains of the good things which a servant 
was still gathering up, and said to him, ** Send 
up breakfast for Mr. Shirley and myself in one 
quarter of an hour from this minute : you are 
permitted to use what you find in the larder ; 
but be punctual." 

Perrot bowed, and, without speakmg^ disap- 
peared. 

**The devil take the fellow! he has some 
sense,*' said the angry Squire ; " he can receive 
an order without talking; one of my hulking 
knaves would have stood there five minutes oat 
of the fifteen, saying, * Yes, sir ; Til see what 
can be done:* or, *ril ask Mr. AUtripe,* or 
some other infernal stuff. Come, Reginald, 
look at your watch. Let us stroll to the stable ; 
we'll be back to a minute ; and if that fellow 
plays any of his French tricks upon me, I'll give 
it him.** So saying, the jolly Squire out the 
head off one of his gardener's favourite fdants. 
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witli his hnntiDg wliip, and led the way to the 
Btahle. 

We may now retnrn to Monsieur Perrot, and 
aee how be set about the discharge of his sud- 
den commission ; but it may be necessary, at 
the same time, to explain one or two particulars 
not known to his master, or to the Squire. 
Monsieur Perrot wasNery gallant, and his ten- 
der heart had been smitten by the charms of 
Mary, the still-room maid ; it so happened on 
this very morning that he had prepared slily, as 
a surprise, a little " dejeuner k la fourchetu,'^ 
with which he intended to soften Mary's obdu- 
racy. We will not inquire hew he had obtained 
the mushroom, the lemon, and the sundry other 
good things with which he was busily engaged 
in dressing a plump hen-pheasant, when he re- 
ceived the above unexpected summons. Mon- 
sieur Penrot's vanity was greater than either his 
goormandise or his love ; and, without hesita- 
tion, he determined to sacrifice to it the hen- 
pheasant : his first step was to run to the still- 
room ; and having stolen a kiss from Mary, and 
received a box on the ear as a reward, he gave 
her two or three very brief but important hints 
for the coffee, which was to be made immedi- 
ately ; be then turned his attention to the hen- 
pheasant, sliced some bacon, cut up a ham, took 
possession of a whole basket of eggs, and flew 
about the kitchen with such surprising activity, 
and caUing for so many things at once, that Mr. 
Alltripe left his dominion, and retired to his 
own room in high dudgeon. 

Meanwhile the Squire, having sauntered 
through the stables with Reginald, and enlight- 
ened him with various comments upon the 
points and qualities of his favourite hunters, 
took out his watch, and exclaimed, ** the time is 
up, my boy ; let us go in and see what your pre- 
cious Mounseer has got for us." As they en- 
tered it^ library. Monsieur opened the opposite 
door, and announced breakfast as quietly and 
composedly as if no unusual demand had been 
made upon his talents. The Squire led the way 
into the breakfast-room, and was scarcely more 
surprised than was Reginald himself at the 
viands that regaled his eye on the table. In 
addition to the brown and white loaves, the rolls, 
and other varieties of bread, there smoked on 
one dish the delicate salmi of pheasant, on an- 
other the Squire's favourite dish of bacon, with 
* poached eggs, and on a third, a most tempting 
Omeleite au Jatnbon. 

MaVmaduke Shirley opened his eyes and 
mouth wide with astonishment, as Monsieur 
Perrot offered him, one after another, these del- 
icacies, inquiring, with undisturbed gravity, tf 
** Monsieur desired anything else ? as there were 
other dishes ready below !** 

** Other dishes ! why, man, here's a breakfast 
for a Court of aldermen," said the Squire ; and 
naving ascertained that the things were as 
agreeable to the taste as to the eye, and that 
the cofiTee was more clear and high flavoured 
than he had ever tasted before, he seized his 
aephew's hand, saying, " Reginald, my boy, J 
give m ; your Master Perrot's a trump, and no 
man shall ever speak a word against him in 
this house ! A rare fellow !" here he took an- 
other turn at the omelette ; " hang me if he 
8han*t have a day's spert;" and the Squire, 
chuoUing at the idea that had suddenly crossed 



him, rang the bell ▼iolently: «Tel! Repton, 
said he to the servant who entered, ** to saddle 
* Rattling Bess' for Monsieur Penrot, and to 
take her to the cover-aide with the other hor- | 
ses, at ten." 

'* She kicks a bit at starting," he added to 
Reginald; **but she's as safe as a mill; and 
though she rushes now and then at the fences, 
she always gets through or over 'em." 

Now it was poor Perrot's turn to be aston- 
ished : to do him justice, he was neither a bad 
horseman (as a courier) nor a coward ; but he 
had never been out with hounds, and the enu- 
meration of *' Rattling Bess's" qualities did not 
sound very attractive to his ear; he began 
gently to make excuses, and to decline the pro- 
posed favour : he had not the " proper dress ;'* 
*' he had much to do for Monsieur's wardrobe at 
home ;'* but it was all to ao purpose, the Squire 
was determined; Repton's coat and breeches 
would fit him, and go he must. 

With a rueful look at his master, Perrot slunk 
off, cursing in his heart the salmi and the ome- 
lette, which had procured him this undesired 
favour ; but he was ordered to lose no timctin 
preparing himself, so he first endeavoured. ;to 
get into Mr. Ripton's clothes ; that proved im- 
possible, as Mr. R. had been a racing jockey, 
and was a feather-weight, with legs like nut- 
crackers ; having no time for deliberation, Mon- 
sieur Perrot drew from his valise the courier 
suit which he had worn in France ; and, to the 
surprise of the whole party assembled at the 
door, he appeared clad in a blue coat, turned up 
with yellow, a cornered hat, and enormous 
boots, h"'*/ a foot higher than his knees : he was 
ordered to jump up behind the Squire's car- 
riage, and away they went to the cover-side, 
amid the ill-suppressed titter of the grooms and 
footmen, and the loud laughter of the maids, 
whose malicious faces, not excepting that of 
Mary, were at the open windows below. 

When they reached the place appointed for 
'* the meet," and proceeded to mount the impa- 
tient horses awaiting them, Perrot eyed with 
no agreeable anticipation the long ears of Rat- 
tling Bess laid back, and the restless wag of 
her rat-tail, and he ventured one more .attempt 
at an escape. "Really, sir," said he to the 
Squire, " I nev^r hunted, and I don't think I 
can manage that animal ; she looks vety sav- 
age." 

"Never mind her, Monsieur Perrot,'| said 
the Squire, enjoying the poor valet's ill-dissem 
bled uneasiness. "She knows her bupinesa 
here as well as any whipper-in or huntsman ; 
only let her go her own way, and you'll never 
be far from the brush." 

*♦ Very well," muttered Perrot ; ♦' I hope she 
knows her business ; I know mine, and that ia . 
to keep on her back, which I'll do as well as I 
can." 

The eyes of the whole field were upon this 
strangely attired figure, and as soon as he got 
into the saddle, <* Rattling Bess" began to kick 
and plunge violently; we have said that he 
was not in some respects a bad horseman, and 
although in this, her first prank, he lost one of 
his stirrups, and his cornered hat fell off, he- 
contrived to keep both his seat and his temper ; 
while the hounds were drawing the cover, one ' 
of the Squire's grooms restored the hat, aad 
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gave him a string wherewith to fas^n it, an 
operation whibh be had scarcely concladed, when 
the inspiring shouts of '* Tally-ho," ** Gone 
away," *• Forward," rang on his ears. ** Rat- 
tling Bess" seemed to understand the sounds 
as well as ever alderman knew a dinner-bell ; 
and away she went at full gallop, convincing 
Monsieur Perrot, alter an inefiectoal struggle 
of a few minutes on his part, that both the 
speed and direction of her course were matters 
over which he could not exercise the smallest 
influence. 

On they flew, over meadow and stile, ditch 
md hedge, nothing seemed to check Rattling 
Bess ; and while all the field were in astonished 
admiration at the reckless riding of the strange 
courier, that worthy was catching his breath 
and muttering thrpugh his teeth ** Diable d' ani- 
mal, she have a mouth so hard, like one of Mr. 
Alltripe^s bif-steak — she know her business — 
and a sacre business it is — hoik there ! mind 
yourself!" he shouted at the top of his voice, 
to a horseman whose horse had fallen in brush- 
ing through a thick hedge, and was struggling 
to rise on the other side just as Rattling Bess 
followed at tremendous speed over the same 
place ; lighting upon the hind-quarters of her 
iiapless predecessor, and scraping all the skin 
off his loins, she knocked the rider head over 
heels into the ploughed field where his face 
was buried a foot deep in dirty mould ; by a 
powerful effort she kept herself from falling, 
and went gallantly over the field ; Perrot still 
muttering, as he tugged at the insensible mouth, 
'* She know her business, she kill dat poor devil 
in the dirt, she kill herself and me too." 

A fiew minutes later, the hounds, having over- 
run the scent, came to a check, and were gath- 
ered by the huntsman into a green lane, whence 
they were about to " try back" as Rattling Bess 
<;ame up at unabated speed. *' Hold hard there, 
bold hard !" shouted at once the huntsman, the 
whips, and the few sportsmen who were up 
^'ith the hounds. ** Where the devil are you 
going, mani" "The fox is viewed back." 
** Hallo !— you're riding into the middle of the 
pack." These and similar cries scarcely had 
time to reach the ears of Perrot, ere ** Rattling 
Bess" sprang over the hedge into the green 
lane, and coming down among the unfortunate 
-dogs, split the head of one, broke the back of 
another, and laming two or three more, carried 
her rider over the opposite fence, who still pant- 
ing for breath, with his teeth set, muttered, 
** She know her business, sacre animal." 

After crossing two more fields, she cleared a 
hedge so thick that he could not see what was 
••n the other side ; but he heard a tremendous 
•crash, and was only conscious of being hurled 
-with violence to the ground ; slowly recovering 
his senses, he saw Rattling Bess lying a few 
yards from him, bleeding profusely ; and his 
own ears vRere saluted by the following com- 
passionate inquiry from the lips of a gardener, 
who was standing over him, spade in hand : 
^D— n your stupid outlandish head, what be 
■you a doin* here 1" 

• The half-stunned courier, pointing to Rat- 
tling Bess, replied : " She know her business." 

The gardener, though enraged at the entire 
demolition of his melon- bed, and of sundry 
Ibroed vegetables under gkuM, was not an itt- 



teropered fellow in Ute main; and neeing that- 
the horse was hatf killed, and the rider, a 
foreigner, much bruised, he assisted poor Per- 
rot to rise, and haying gathered from him, that 
he was in the service of rich Squire Shidey, 
rendered all the aid in his power to him and 
to Rattling Bess, who had received some very 
severe cuts from the glass. 

When the events of the day came to be talkefl 
over at the Hall, and it proved that it was the 
Squire himself whom Perrot had so unceremo- 
niously ridden over,— 4hat the huntsman would 
expect some twenty guineas for the hounds, 
killed or maimed, — ^that the gardener would 
probably present a similar, or a larger account 
for a brolEen melon-bed and shivered glass, — 
afid that Rattling Bess was lame for the season, 
the Squire did not encourage much conversation 
on the day's sport; the only remark that he 
was heard to make, being ** What a fool I was 
to put a frog-eatuig Frenchman on an English 
hunter !" 

Monsieur Perrot remained in his room for 
three or four days, not caring that Mary should 
see his visage while it was adorned with a black 
eye and an inflamed nose. 

Soon after this eventful chase, Reginald ob- 
tained his Uncle's leave to obey his father's 
wishes by visiting Paris for a few months ; his 
stay there was shortened by a letter which he 
received from his sister Locy, announcing to 
him his mother's illness, on the receipt of which 
he wrote a few hurried lines of explanation to 
his Uncle, and sailed by the first ship for Phila- 
delphia, accompanied by the faithful Perrot, 
and by a large rough dog of the breed of the old 
Irish wolfhound, given to him by the Squire. 

On arriving, he found his mother better than 
be had expected ; and, as be kissed ofifthe tears 
of joy which Lucy shed on bis return, he whis- 
pered to her his belief that she had a little ex- 
aggerated their mother's illness, in order to 
recall him. After a short time, Ethelston also 
returned, and joined the happy circle assembled, 
at Colonel Brandon's. « 

It was now the spring of 1797, between which 
time and that mentioned as the date of oui 
opening chapter, a period of nearly two years 
nothing worthy of peculiar record occurred; 
Reginsdd kept up a faithful correspondence 
with his kind uncle, whose letters showed how 
deeply he felt his nephew's absence. Whet)isr/ 
Monsieur Perrot interchanged letters with Mary, 
or consoled himself with the damsels on. the > 
banks of the Ohio, the following pages may 
show. His master made several bunting ex- 
cursions, on whieh he was always accompanied 
by Baptiste, a sturdy backwoodsman, who was 
more deeply attached to Reginald than to any 
other being on earth ; and Ethelston had, as 
we have before explained, undertaken the whole 
charge of his guardian's vessels, with one ot 
the largest of which he was, at the commence 
ment of our tale, absent in the West India 
Islands. 

CHAPTER V. 

An adventure In the woods.— Recinald Brandon Ditke* 
the acquaintance uf an Indian cliief. 

It was a bright morning in April ; the robin 
was beginning his early song, the wood-pecker 
darted his beak against the rough bark, and the 
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•qoirral iKipped vMrnly fnmi bmsgh to teogb 
anonf the gigantic trees of the forest, as two 
boDtera futUiwed a winding ]Nith which led to a 
ferry aeross the Muskingum river. 

One was a powerful, athletic yoang man, with 
a countenance atrikingly handsome, and em- 
browned by exercise and exposure ; his dress 
was a hunting shirt, and leggings of deer-skin ; 
his curling brown locks escaped from nnder a 
eap of wolf-skin ; and his mocassins, firmly se- 
cured round the ankle, were made from the 
tough hide of a bear ; he carried in his hand a 
short rifle of heavy calibre and an ornamented 
souteaade-chasse hung at his belt His com- 
panion lower in stature, but broad, sinewy, and 
weather-beaten, seemed to be some fifteen or 
twenty years the elder ; his dress was of the 
same material, but more soiled and worn ; his 
riie was longer and heavier ; and his whole ap- 
pearance that of a man to whom all inclemen- 
cies of season were indiflferent, all the dangers 
and hardships of a western hunter's life famil- 
iar ; but the most remarkable part of his equip- 
ment was an enormous axe, the handle studded 
with nails, and the head firmly riveted with iron 
hoops. 

"Well Master Reginald" said the latter; 
** we must hope to find old Michael and his fer- 
ry-boat at the Passage des Rochers, for the riv- 
er is much swollen, and we might not easily 
swim it with dry powder." 

**What reason have you to doubt old Mi- 
cbaers being found at his posti" said Reginald ; 
*' we have often crossed there, and have seldom 
found him absent." 

** True, master ; but he has of late become 
very lazy ; and he prefers sitting by his fire, 
and exchanging a bottle of fire-water with a 
strolling Ingian for half a dozen good skins, to 
tugging a great flat-bottomed boat across the 
Muskingum during the March floods." 

'* Baptiste," said the ooung man, *' it grieves 
me to see the reckless avidity with whi^ spir- 
its are sought by the Indians ; and the violence, 
outrage, and misery which are the general con- 
sequence of their dram-drinking/' 

** Why you see, there is something very good 
in a cup of West Ingy rum ;" here Baptiste*s 
hard features were twisted into a grin irresis- 
tably comic, and he proceeded, '* it warms the 
stomach and the heart ; and the savages, when 
they once taste it, suck at a bottle by instinct, 
as natural as a six- weeks cub at his dam : I 
often wonder, Master Reginald, why you spoil 
that fine eau de vie which little Perrot puts into 
your hunting flask, by mixing with it a quanti- 
ty of water ! In my last trip to the mountains, 
where I was first guide and turpret,* they gave 
me a taste now and then, and I never found it 
do me harm ; but the nature of an Ingian is dif- 
ferent, you know." 

" Well, Baptiste," said Reginald, smiling at 
his follower's defence of his favourite beverage ; 
** I will say, that I never knew you to take 
more than you could carry ; but your head is 
as strong as your back, and you sometimes 
prove the strength of both." 

The conversation was suddenly interrupted 
by the report of Reginald's rifle, and a grey 
aquirrel fell from the top of a hickory, where he 

* ""jSngUei "laterpvstar,*! 



was Heaethsg !c ftncied serarity. ' Baptfete Uiclt 
up the little animal, and having examined it at* 
tentively, shook his head gravely, saying, *« Mas* 
ter Reginald, there is not a quicker eye, nor a 
truer hand in the Territory, but — ^ 

As he hesitated to finish the sentence, Regi- 
nald added laughing, **but — but— I am an ob- 
stinate fellow, because I will not exchange my 
favourite German rifle, with its heavy bullet, for 
a long Virginia barrel, with a ball like a pea ; 
is it not so, Baptiste 1" 

The guide's natural good-humour struggled 
with prejudices which, on this subject, had been 
more than once wounded by his young compan- 
ion, as he replied, "Why, Master Reginald, 
the deer, whose saddle is on my shoulder, found 
roy pea hard enough to swallow, and look here, 
at this poor little vermint you have just killed, — 
there is a hole in his neck big enough to let the 
life out of a grisly bear ; you have hit him near- 
ly an inch farther back than I taught you to aim 
before you went across the great water, and 
learnt all kinds of British and German notions 1" 

Reginald smiled at the hunter's characteris- 
tic reproof, and replied in a tone of kindness, 
" Well, Baptiste, all that I do know of tracking 
a deer, or lining a bee, or of bringing down one 
of these little vermint, I learned first from you : 
and if I am a promising pupil, the credit is due 
to Baptiste, the best hunter in forest or prairie !" 

A glow of pleasure passed over the guide's 
sunburnt icountenance ; and grasping in his hard 
and horny fingers his young master's hand, he 
said, " Thank'ee. Master Reginald ; and as for 
me, though I'm only a poor *■ Goureur des bois,** I 
a'nt feared to back my pupil against any man that 
walks, from Dan Boone, of Kentucky, to Bloody- 
hand, the great war-chief of the Cayugas." 

As he spoke, they came in sight of the river, 
and the blue smoke curling up among the trees, 
showed our travellers that they had not missed 
their path to Michael's log-house and ferry. 
**What have we herel" exclaimed Baptiste, 
catching his companion by the arm ; " 'tis even 
as I told you : the old rogue is smoking his 
pipe over a glass of brandy in his kitchen cor- 
ner; and there is a wild-looking Indian pulling 
himself across with three horses in that crazy 
batteau, almost as old and useless as its owner !" 

** He will scarcely reach the opposite bank," 
said Reginald ; " the river is muddy and swoll- 
en with melted snow, and his horses seem dis- 
posed to be unquiet passengers." 

They had now approached near enough to 
enable them to distinguish the features of the 
Indian in the boat ; the guide scanned them 
with evident surprise and interest, the result of 
which was, a noise that broke from him, seme* 
thing between a grunt and a whistle, as he 
muttered, *' What can have brought him here 1" 

" Do you know that fine-looking fellow, then V* 
inquired Reginald. 

" Know him. Master Reginald ! — does * Wolf^ 
know Miss Lucy 1-«~does a hear know a bee- 
tree 1 — I should know him among a thousand 
Red-skins, though he were twice as well dis- 
guised. T6te-bleu, master, look at those wild 
brutes how they struggle; he and they will 
taste Muskingum water before long." 



* << Cooreur des bols," an RppeH&tton often given to the 
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While h» was Bpeakiiiff one of the horses I 
leared, another kicked furioasly, the shallow j 
iat iKiat was upset, and both they and the In- 
dian fell headlong into the river ; they had been 
secured together by a " laryette" or thong of 
hide, which unfortunately came athwart the In- 
dian's 8h<mlder, and thus he was held below the 
water, while the struggles of the frightened ani- 
mals rendered it impossible for him to extricate 
himself. **He is entangled in the laryeice/' 
said .ne guide ; " nothing can save him," he 
added in a grave and sadder tone. ** Tis a no- 
ble youth, and I would have wished him a braver 
death ! What are you doing, Master Reginald 1 
— ^are you mad? No man can swim in that 
torrent. For your father's sake — ^* 

But his entreaties and attempts to restrain 
his impetuous companion were fruitless, for 
Reginald had already thrown on the ground his 
leathern hunting shirt, his rifle, and ammunition ; 
and shaking off the grasp of the guide as if the 
latter had been a child, he plunged into the river, 
and swam to the spot where the feebler strug- 
gles of the horses showed that they were now 
alrinost at the mercy of the current. When he 
reached them, Reginald dived below the near- 
est, and dividing the laryette with two or three 
successful strokes of his knife, brought the ex- 
hausted Indian to the surface ; fur a moment, 
be feared that he had come too late ; but on in- 
baling a breath of air, the Redskin seemed to 
regain both consciousness and strength, and 
was able in his turn to assist Reginald, who had 
received, when under water, a blow on the 
head from the horse's h(»of, the blood flowing 
fast from the wound ; short but expressive was 
the prreeiing exchanged as they struck out for 
the bank which one of the horses had already 
Ipfiined ; another was bruised, battered, and 
tossed about among some shelving rocks lower 
down the river ; and the third was fast hurried 
towards the same dangerous spot, when the In- 
dian, uttering a shrill cry, turned and swam again 
towards this, his favourite horse, and by a great 
exertion of skill and strength, brought it to a 
part of the river where the current was less 
rapid, and thence led it safely ashore. 

These events had passed in less time than 
their narration has occupied, and the whole bi- 
ped and quadruped party now stood drenched 
and dnp^Mng on the bank. The two young men 
gazed at each other in silence, with looks of 
mingled interest and admiration; indeed, if a 
sculptor had desired to place together two diflfer- 
ent specimens of youthful manhood, in which 
symmetry and strength were to be gracefully 
united, he could scarcely have selected two finer 
models : in height they might be about equal ; 
and though the frame and muscular proportions 
of Reginald were more powerful, there was a 
roundness and compact knitting of the joints, 
and a sinewy suppleness in the limbs of his new 
aicq laintance, such as he thought he had never 
seen equalled in statuary or in life. The In- 
dian's gaze was so fixed and piercing, that Regi- 
nald's eye wandered more than once from his 
countenance to the belt, where his war-club was 
still suspended by a thong, the scalp-knife in its 
sheath, and near it a scalp, evidently that of a 
white man, and bearing the appearance of hav- 
mg been recently taken. 

With a slight shudder of disgust, ha raised 



his eyes again to the ehiieltod fcttsres oi the 
noMe-looking being before him, and felt aasared 
that though they might be those of a savage 
warrior, they could not be thoseof a lurking as- 
sassin. The Indian now moved a step forward, 
and taking Reginald's hand, placed it upon his 
own heart, saying ctisttnetly in English, **My 
brother !" 

Reginald understood and appreciated this sim- 
ple expression of gratitude and friendship; he 
imitated his new friend's action, and oTinced. 
both by bis looks and the kindly tones of his 
voice, the interest which, to his own surprise, 
the Indian had awakened in his breast 

At this juncture they were joined by the 
guide, who had paddled himself across in a 
canoe that he found at the ferry, which was two 
hundred yards above the spot where they now 
stood. At his approach, the young Indian r^ 
sumed his silent attitude of repose ; while ap* 
parently unconscious of his presence, Baptiste 
poured upon his favourite a mingled torrent of 
reproofs and congratulations. 

'* Why, Master Reginald, did the mad spirit 
possess you to jump into the Muskingum, and 
dive like an otter, where the water was swift 
and dark as the Niagara rapids ! Pardie, 
though, it was bravely done ! another minute, 
and our Redskin friend would have been in the 
hunting-ground of his forefathers. Give me 
your hand, master; I love you better than 
ever ! I had a mind to take a duck myself after 
ye ; but thought, if bad luck came, I might serve 
ye better with the canoe." While rapidly ut- 
tering these broken sentences, he handed ta 
Reginald the hunting- shirt, rifle, and other 
things, which he had brought over in the canoe, 
and wrung the water out of his cap, being all 
the time in a state of ill-dissembled excitement. 
This done, he turned to the young Indian, who 
was standing aside, silent and motionless. The 
guide scanned his features with a searching 
look, and then muttered audibly, *'I knew it 
must be he." 

A gleam shot from the dark eye of the Indian* 
proving that he heard and understood the 
phrase, but not a word escaped his lips. 

Reginald, unable to repress his curiosity, ex- 
claimed, ** Must be who, Baptiste 1 Who is my 
Indian friend — my brother 1" 

A lurking smile i^ayed round the mouth of 
the guide, as he said in a low tone to the In- 
dian, " Does the paint on my brother's face tell 
a tale t is his path in the night 1 must his name 
dwell between shut lips 1" 

To this last question the Indian, moving for- 
ward with that peculiar grace and innate dig; 
nity which characterized all his movements* 
replied, "The War-Eagle hides his name from 
none : his cry is heard from far, and his path 
is strait : a dog's scalp is at his belt !" Here 
he paused a moment ; and added, in a softened 
tone, ** But the bad Spirit prevailed ; the waters 
were too strong for him; the swimming-war- 
rior's knife came ; and again the War-Eagle 
saw the light." 

** And found a brother — ^is it not so t" added 
Reginald. 

*'It is so!" replied the Indian: and there 
was a depth of pathos in the tone of bis voice 
as he spoke, wbidi convinced Reginald that 
•those words camefirom the heart 
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** Th«re were three hones with yoa id the 
hae,*' said the guide : " two are under yonder 
trees ; — where is the third 1" 

** Dead, among those rocks below the rapids," 
answered War-Eagle, quietly. ** He was a fool, 
and was taken from a fool, and both are now 
together :*' as he spoke he^inted scornfully to 
the scalp which hang at his belt. 

Reginald and Baptists interchanged looks of 
uneasy curiosity, and then directing their eyes 
towards the distant spot indicated by the In- 
dian, they distinguished the battered carcass of 
the animal, partly hid by the water, and partly 
resting against the rock, which prevented it 
from floating down with the current. 

The party now turned towards the horses 
among the trees ; which, after enjoying them- 
'seWes by rolling in the grass, were feeding, 
•apparently unconscious of their double misde- 
meanour in having first upset the bac, and then 
nearly drowned their master by their struggles 
in the water. As Reginald and his two com- 
panions approached, an involuntary exclama- 
tion of admiration burst from him. 

"Heayens, Baptiste! did you ever see so 
magnificent a creature as that with the laryette 
round his neck ? And what a colour ! it seems 
1>etween chestnut and black ! Look at his short, 
wild head, his broad forehead, his bold eye, and 
that long silky mane falling below his shoulder ! 
Look, also, at his short back and legs ! Why, 
he has the beauty of a barb joined to the strength 
'■of an English hunter !" 

It may be well imagined that the greater por- 
tion of this might have been a soliloquy, as 
Baptiste understood but few, the Indian none, 
^f the expressions which Reginald uttered with 
enthusiastic rapidity; both, however, under- 
stood enough to know that he was admiring 
the animal, and both judged that his admiration 
was not misplaced. 

Our hero (for so we must denominate Regi- 
nald Brandon) approached to handle and caress 
the horse ; but the latter, with erect ears and 
expanded nostrils, snorted an indignant refusal 
of these civilities, and trotted ofl^, tossing high 
his mane as if in defiance of man's dominion. 
At this moment, the War-Eagle uttered a shrill, 
peculiar cry, when immediately the obedient 
iiorse came to his side, rubbing bis head against 
his master's shoulder, and courting those ca- 
i^esses which he had so lately and so scornfully 
isefused from Reginald. 

While the docile and intelligent animal thus 
stood beside him, a sudden ray of light sparkled 
in the Indian's eye, as with rapid utterance, not 
tmmingled with gesticulation, he said, "The 
War-Eagle's path was toward the evening sun ; 
his tomahawk drank the Comanchee's blood; 
the wild horse was swift, and strong, and fierce ; 
the cunning man on the evening prairie said he 
was Nekimit* — * the Great Spirit's angry breath ;' 
but the War-Eagle's neck-bullet struck" — 

At this part of the narrative, the guide, car- 
ried away by the enthusiasm of the scene de- 
scribed, ejaculated in the Delaware tongue, 
*' That was bravely done !" 

For a moment the young Indian paused ; and 
then, with increased rapidity and vehemence, 
told in his own language how he had cap- 

4 " ■■» 1^— — —— ^^^W— ^i^»^— ,^^^.^— ^,^^M^,^^,,^ 
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tured and subdued the hone ; which faithlhl 
creature, seemingly anxious to bear witness t* 
the truth of his master's tale, still sought and 
returned his caresses. The Indian, however, 
was not thereby deterred from the purpose 
which had already made his eye flash with plea- 
sure. Taking the thong in his hand, and plac- 
ing it in that of Reginald, he said, resuming the 
English tongue, ** The War-Eagle gives NeKimi 
to his brother. The white warrior may nunt 
the mastoche,* he may overtake his enemies, 
he may fly from the prairie-fire when the wind 
is strong : Nekimi never tires !" 

Reginald was so surprised at this unexpected 
oflfer, that he felt much embarrassed, and hesi- 
tated whether he ought not to decline the gift. 
Baptiste saw a cloud gathering on the Indian's 
brow, and said in a low voice to his master in 
French, " You must take the horse ; a refusal 
would mortally oflTend him." Our hero accor- 
dingly accompanied his expression of thanks 
with every demonstration of satisfactioo and 
afl!ection. Again War-Eagle's face brightened 
with pleasure; but the eflfect upon N^imi 
seemed to be very diflferent, for he stoutly re- 
sisted his new master's attempts at approach 
or acquaintance, snorting and backing at eveiy 
step made by Reginald in advance. 

** The white warrior must learn to speak to 
Nekimi," said the Indian, quietly ; and he again 
repeated the short, shrill cry belore noticed. In 
vain our hero tried to imitate the sound ; the 
horse's ears remained deaf to his voice, and it 
seemed as if his new acquisition could prove but 
of little service to him. 

War-Eagle now took Reginald aside, and 
smeared his hands with some grease taken from 
a small bladder in his girdle, and on his extend- 
ing them again towards the horse, much of the 
fear and dislike evinced by the latter disap- 
peared. As soon as the animal would permil 
Reginald to touch it, the Indian desired him to 
hold its nostril firmly in his Ifand, and placing 
his face by the horse's head, to look up stead- 
fastly into its eye for several minutes, speaking 
low at intervals to accustom it to his voice ; 
he assured him that in a few days Nekimi 
would through this treatment become docile 
and obedient. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Reginald and Baptiste pay a vLsit to War-eagle.— An at ' 
tempt at treacheiy meets with lummary panisliment 

The other horse being now secured, the party 
prepared to resume their journey ; and as it 
appeared after a few words whispered between 
the Indian and the guide, that their routes were 
in the same direction, they struck into the for- 
est, Baptiste leading, followed by Reginald, and 
War-Eagle bringing up the rear with the two 
horses. 

After walking a few minutes in silence, '* Bap- 
tiste," said our hero in French, " what was the 
story told about the horse 1 I understood little 
of what he said in English, and none of what he 
spoke in his own tongue." 

* In the Delaware lenguage this expression seems ap- 
plleaUe to any laifs swift animal, as it is given to the elk, 
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*< He told m, Master Heginald, that he wae y 
oot on a war-party against the Camanchees, a 
wild tribe of Indians in the South-west ; they |^ 
•teal horses from the Mexicans, and exchange 
them with the Aricaras, Kioways, Pawnees, 
and other Missouri Indians.'* 

" Well, Baptiste, how did he take this swift 
' liorse with his * neck-bullet,' as he called itV* 
'r ** That, Master Reginald, is the most difficult 
shot in the prairie ; and I have known few Red- 
skins up to it. The western honters call it 
* creasing :' — a ball must be shot just on the up- 
per edge of the spine where it enters the horse's 
neck ; if it is exactly done, the horse falls im- 
mediately, and is secured, then the wound is 
afterwards healed; but, if the ball strikes an 
inch lower, the spine is missed, or the horse is 
killed. Few Redskins can do it,'^ muttered the 
^ide, '*and the * doctor* here," shaking his 
long rifle, ''has failed more than once; but 
War- Eagle has said it, and there are no lies in 
ki$ moutn." 

*'Tell me, Baptiste," said Reginald, eam- 
eatly ; ** tell me something about my brother*B 
history, his race, and exploits.** 

** Afterwards, my young master. I know not 
that he understands us now ; biH these Indians 
are curious crittura in hearing ; I believe if you 
apoke in that strange Dutch lingo which yon 
learnt across the water, the Raskins would 
know how to answer you— stay,** he added, put- 
ting his rifle to his shoulder, ** here is work for 
the doctor.** 

Reginald looked in the direction of the piece, 
but saw nothing ; and the guide, while taking 
his aim, still muttered to himself, *' the pills are 
Tery small, but they work somewhat sharp.** 
Pausing a moment, he drew the trigger ; and a 
sudden bound from under a brake, at fifty yards 
distance, was the last death-spring of the un- 
lucky deer whose lair had not escaped the hun- 
ter*s practised eye. 

" Bravely shot,** ahouted Reginald ; '< what 
says War-Eagle 1** 

«* Good,** replied the Indian. 

'* Nay,** said Baptiste ; ** there was not much 
in the shot; but your French waly-de-sham 
might have walked past those bushes without 
noting the twinkle of that crittur's eye. Our 
Redskin friend saw it plain enough I warrant 
you,** he added, with an inquiring look. 

'* War-Eagle's path is not on the deer track,** 
said the young chief, with a stern gravity. 

In a very few miuutes an additional load of 
▼enison was across the sturdy shoulders of the 
guide, and the party resumed their march in 
silence. 

They bad not proceeded far, when the Indian 
halted, saying, '* War- Eagle's camp is near; 
will my white brother eat and smoke 1— -the sun 
is high, he can then return to his great wig- 



» 



warn. 

Keginald, who was anxious to see more of 
his new friend, and in whom the moming*s ex- 
ercise bad awakened a strong relish for a slice 
of broiled venison, assented at once, and desired 
him to lead the way. 

As he was still followed by the two horses, 
War-Eagle was somewhat in advance of his 
companidns, and Baptiste whispered in French, 
** Beware, Master Reginald— you may fall into 
«tiaa?' 

B 



** For shame," said the latter, eolovrlng witH 
indignation; *<can you suspect treachery m 
him f Did yon not yourself say be could not 
lie ?*• 

** Your reproof is undeserved,^' said the cool 
and wary hunter; "War-Eagle may not be 
alone, there may be turkey-buzzards with him.*' 

" If there be a score of vultures,'* said Regi- 
nald, ** I will follow him without fear— he would 
not lead us into harm.*' 

"Perhaps you are right," was the guide's 
answer; and again the party resumed their 
march in silence. 

They soon arrived at a place where the forest 
was less densely wooded ; some of the larger 
trees appeared to have been overthrown by a 
hurricane, and some of the lesser to have fallen 
by the axe. Nekimi trotted forward, a^ if mak- 
ing for a spot that he recognised, and the In- 
dian recalled him with the same cr^tbat he 
had before used, adding, however, another, and 
a shriller sound. 

The guide shook his head, and muttered 
something inaudibly between his teeth, loosen- 
ing at the same time the huge axe in bis belt* 
and throwing his long rifle over his arm, leady 
for immediate use. 

These preparations did not escape the obser- 
vation of Reginald ; and although be said noth- 
ing, he felt more uneasy than he cared to own ; 
for it struck him that if the- guide, who seemed 
to have so high an opinion of War-Eagle, was 
apprehensive of treachery or of some unfore- 
seen danger, there was less ground for his own 
confidence. 

Meantime the Indian walked composedly for- 
ward until he reached the eamp^* — a pretty 
spot, sheltered on the windward side by a laurel 
thicket, and on the other commanding a view of 
the open glade, and of a small stream winding 
its silent course towards the river which our 
party had so lately left. 

On a grassy plot, between two venerable 
trees, the embers of a smouldering fire sent up 
the thin blue vapour which rises from the burn- 
ing of green wood, several logs of wh^h were 
stOl piled for fuel; whOe sundry bones and 
feathers, scattered at no great distance, gave 
sufficient evidence of recent feasting. 

War-Eagle glanced hastily around his camp ; 
and leaving Nekimi to feed at liberty, secured 
the less tractable horse ; while he was thus em- 
ployed, the guide whispered in a low voice, 
" There are three or four Indians here ! I trace 
their marks on the grass, and I know it by this 
fire; it is a war party — ^there are no squaws 
here; Master Reghald, keep your ears and 
eyes open, but show no distrust ; if he oflfers a 
pipe, all may yet be right." 

Although the guide said this so distinctly that 
Reginald heard every syllable, he was to all ap- 
pearance busily engaged in throwing some dry 
sticks on the fire, and easing himself of thet 
skins and the venison with which he was load- 
ed. The Indian now took from a hollow in one 
of the old trees before-mentioned, a pipe, the 
bowl of which was of red sandstone, and the 



* Among the western hunten any resting-i^Ree for tlM 
iHtftt, or even where a fire has been made for a niM-day 
halt, though It may be by one Individual, ta commonly 
called ** a e«ai|>.** Tula bhmk to bone ia mlad duottg|» 
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^^.^ p«iBled «Qi amanented with tUined por- 
cupine quills ; be also drew oat a leather bog of 
Kimm-khuk ;• and hafiag filled and lighted bis 
pipe, seated himself at a short distance from 
the fire, and gravely invited Reginald to sit on 
bis right* and the guide on his leA. As soon as 
tiiey were seated, War*£agle inhaled a large 
volume of smoke ; and looking reverently ap to 
the sky, sent forth a long whiff, as an offering to 
the Great Spirit; then simply saying, "My 
brother is welcome,*' he passed the pipe to Re- 
ginald, and afterwards to Baptiste. 

For some time they smoked in silence : not 
a soand was heard but the craekling of the 
wood on the firei and the occasional chirnip of 
a. robin in the neighbouring bushes ; this silent 
system not suiting Reginald's ardent tempera- 
meat* be abraptly addressed the Indian as fol- 
lows: 

** Has my brother come far from his peo- 
ple 1" 

A cloud gathered en the chief's brow, and 
tbe gnide thought that a storm of wrath wonld 
be excited by this unlucky question; but the 
Mian looking steadily upon the frank open 
countenance of the speaker, replied in a voice 
rather melancholy than fierce, ** War-Eagle has 
few people: the bones of his fathers are not 
furr 

Oar hero anxious to dismiss a subject which 
aeened painful to his new friend, turned the 
Conversation to his equipment, and observed, 
** My brotb(Nr walks abread without fear ; he is 
almost without arms." 

The Indian carelessly resting his hand npon 
his war<«lab, said (speaking rather to himself 
than to his companions), ** It has tasted blood : 
ask tbe Dahcotafas !" 

" Tbe Dahcotahs are dogs," said the guide 
angrily. '* Their skins are red, but their hearts 
aie white !" 

>^'ar-Eagle turning upon him a penetrating 
look, continued, " Grande-HAche is a warrior ; 
he has smoked, has feasted, has fought among 
the Letitt^e ;* he has struck more than one Dah« 
cotah chief. Bnt the Grande-HAche cannot 
rest : the scalp of his mother hangs in the lodge 
of the .Amnt^'fif ; t her spirit is unquiet in the^ 
dark hunting-ground." 

The guide made no reply, but the foroed 
compression of his lips, and the muscular con- 
traction that passed over his sinewy frame, 
showed how deeply he cherished that vengeance 
which the Indian's word awakened. 

" This is, then," said our hero to himself, 
*' the cause of that fierce unextinguishable hate 
which Baptiste has always borne to these 
Sioux ; I cannot wonder at it." Reginald con- 
tinued, however, his conversation respecting 
his new friend's equipment, in the same tone : 
'* My brother's war-club is strong, and that iron 
spike in its head is sharp ; but the rifle kills 
from far, and the white men are not all friends 
t o him " 

'"* Kinnt-kin$k U a mixture made by the Indiana from 
the inner bark of the willow pounded email, tobacco, and 
the dried leavei of the sumach : tbe flavour of thle con- 

Eieition k by no means disagreeable ; the word Itself is 
Blawaro, but the miiture is in common use amonc many 
tribes. ^ ' 

*The Dela wares call themselves Lenai-Lenape,— '* Ae 
ancient or original people.** 

^ j3$Miniboiiu—th9 "stogie hsaters**— « powerful and 
Warlike branch of the great Dahcotahtf P"ftiif ntiwi 
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War-Eagle has ears aad ey«s ; He oaa tee- 
snakes in tbe grass," was tbe calm rapfy« 

" Nay, hot my brother is careless," said Reg»> 
nald laughing; <* Orande*HAohe, as yon call 
him, and I are two men, both strong and arm- 
ed with rifles : if we were not his brothera, tte 
War-Eagle would be in danger." 

" The bad Spirit made the thick water and 
the horses too strong for War- Eagle," said the 
latter, referring to the morning's accident, " bat 
he could not be hurt by his brother's rifle." 

" And why so 1" demanded Reginald. 

" Because," said the Indian, ** the white wat- 
rior has smoked, has taken bis brother's gift, 
and the Great Spirit has written on his laee 
that he cannot speak lies.** 

" Yon are right, my brave friend," said Regi<» 
nald, (not a little gratified by the untutored 
compliment;) "bnt if yoa fall in with white 
men who carry rifles, and who i2# speak lies — 
how fares it with you then t" 

** War-Eagle is always ready" said he, in the 
same unmoved tone ; " the Grande- H&che is a 
great warrior — ray brother will take many 
scalps; yet if their tongues were forked — if 
their hearts were bad-— both would die where 
they now sit— they have neither ears nor eyes 
—but the Lenape is a chief, they are as safe 
here as in the great white village." 

Though inwardly nettled at this taunt, whicfa 
he felt to be not altogether undeserved, the 
guide took no other notice of it than to strain 
to the utmost those organs of sight and hear- 
ing which the Redskin had held so cheap, but 
in vain : the forest aretfnd them seemed wrapt 
in solitude and silence ; the eyes of RegtnaH, 
however, served him better on this occasion. 
" By heaven, the Indian speaks truth," said he; 
" I see them plainly— one, two, three ! and we, 
Baptiste, are at their meroy." 

This he spoke in French, and the gnide an* 
swered in the same language : " Do you see 
Indians, Master Reginald, where I can see 
naught but trees, and logs, and grass ; if it is 
80 — I am an owl, and no hunter !" 

** Glance your eye," said our here, calmly, to 
yen oh! fallen log, that lies fifty or sixty yards 
to ymif rififht, there are three small parallel lines 
visible tlure, — they are three gtm-barrels ; the 
sun shone on them a minute since, and their 
muzzles are directed full upon us." 

"It is trne; your eyes are younger than 
mine, I suppose," said the guide, apparently 
more disconcerted at that ciroumstance than at 
the imminent peril of their situation. He add- 
ed, in a low, determined tone, " bnt they musi 
shoot very true, if they wish to prevent me from 
taking this deep and deceitful villain with m8 
on the long jonrney." 

During the whole of this conversation. War* 
Eagle sat in unmoved silence, occasionally puf- 
fing out a whiflT from the fragrant herb in his 
pipe. . Reginald met the unexpected dangei 
with the straightforward, daring courage which 
was the characteristic of his mind ; Baptiste 
with the cool resolution which was tbe result 
of a life of perils, stratagems, and escapes. 

" War-Eagle," said the former, " you speak 
true ; Graod-HAche and I have shut our eyes 
and ears ; but they are now open ; I see your 
warriors." 

The Indian turned his searehing eye full upon 



THB PRAIRIB-BIRDj 



19 



er ; he met a look bold, open, fearless 
•wn. ** Where can my white brother 

^ warriors V* be inquired. 

** Their guns are across yonder lof /^said Re- 
ginald ; ** and their rauszles are pointed here.** 

<^lt is so," said War-Eagle; **the red men 
srre on the war-path ; they seeli blood ; is my 
white brother not afraid ?" 
; *• War-Eagle is a chief," replied the young 
nan ; *' he cannol lie, — he has said that bis 
white brother is as safe as in the wigwam of 
bis father!*' 

Again the Indian bent a scmtinizing look 
upon the coontenance of the speaker, and again 
•net the same smile of fearless confidence. With 
more etiotfon than he had yet shown, he said, 
** The Great Spirit has given to my white broth- 
er the big heart of a Lenape !'' 

He now noade a signal to his ambuscade to 
come forth, on which they started up from be- 
hind the large fallen tree which had hitherto 
eereened them, and advanced slowly towards 
the camp. They were three in nnmber ; two 
of them active looking men, of moderate stat- 
cire, but of symmetrical proportions ; the third 
k a lad, apparently about seventeen years old; 
the faces of the two former were painted with 
blaok stripes, which gave them an appearance 
at once fierce and groiesqoe ; they were lightly 
clad in hunting shirts, leggins, and mocassins, 
all of elk-skin, and each carried a tomahawk, 
scalp-knife,' and the gun before mentioned ; the 
young lad carried no other weapon but the gun ; 
Bis hunting-shirt was «(^ncifully ornamented 
with tassels of porcupine quills, and was fas- 
tened at the waist by a belt studded with party- 
^ coloured beads ; his leggins were fringed, and 
liis mocassins were also braided with the quills 
of the porcupine ; in figure he was slight and 
tall; as^he drew near, Reginald thought his 
countenance even more remarkable than that 
«f War-Eagle; indeeii its beauty would have 
been almost effeminate, had it not been for the 
mven blackness of the hair, and the piercing 
fire of the dark eyes. The three came forward 
in silence, the lad being rather in advance of 
thiB others, and stood before the War-Eagle. 

He bade them in his own language to be 
seated, and smoke the pipe with the white men. 
They did sa, with the exception of the lad, who 
cot being yet a^ warrior, passed it untouched ; 
and when it had gone round. War- Eagle har- 
angued his party ; as he narrated the events of 
the morning, Reginald was struck by the deep 
and flexible modulation of his voice ; and al- 
though he did not understand a word of the 
language, fancied that he knew when the chief 
related his immersion and subsequent preserva- 
tion by the white man's knife. 

At this portion of the tale, the Indian youth 
made no attempt to conceal his emotion ; his 
glistening eyes were fixed upon the speaker, 
and every feature of his intelligent countenance 
?)eamed with ' affectionate interest: as War- 
Eagle described his being struck under water, 
stunned by a blow from a horse's foot, and that 
tho thick water covered him, a hurried excla- 
ination escaped from the boy's lips ; and when 
his chief related how the white warrior had 
dived, had cut the cord in which he was entan- 
gled, and had brought him again to the air and 
io life, the youth, no longer able to control his 



feelings, threw faliBself into Reginald^ arms^ 
exclaiming in good English, ^ 

**The Great Spirit reward the white warri* 
or : he has given me back my chie^my tvoth- 
er !" 

Our hero was no lees astonished than wai^ 
the guide, at such uncontrolled emotion m 9 
youth of a nation so early taught to conceal 
their feelings ; nor were they leSs surprised at 
the clearness and purity of accent with which 
he expressed himself in English. 

" I only did, my boy," said Reginald, kindly^ 
" what you would have done had you been in 
my place." 

" You are a great warrior," said the yontfa, 
running his eye over the powerful frame beside 
him : ** Wingenund would have gone into the 
strong river, and would have died with the 
War-Eagle." 

" Is Wingenund, then, your name, my brave 
boyt" 

"It was my forefather's name," said th^ 
youth, proudly. **I have yet no name: but' 
War-Eagle says I may have one soon, and I 
will have no other." 

" I feel surd yon well deserve your forefa- 
ther's name," said Reginald. " What does it 
mean in my language 1'* 

" It means • The Beloved V " 

"The youth speaks true," murmured the 
guide (who, though busily engaged in rounding' 
ofir a bullet with his knife, lost not a word or 
gesture that passed), " he speaks only troth ; I 
knew his forefather well: a braver and better* 
heart never dwelt among the Lenap^." 

The boy looked gratefully at the weather- . 
beaten hunter ; and as he cast his eyes down ' 
in silence, it would have been difficult to say ' 
whether pleasure, pride, or pain, predominated 
in their expression. 

" Tell me," resumed Reginald, '* how come' 
you to speak English like a white man V* 

** The good father and Oiitipa taught me." 

Reginald looked at the guide for an explana-^ 
tion; that worthy personage shook his h^d, 
saying, " The boy talks riddles ; but they are' 
not hard to guess. The good-father must be' 
some missionary, or priest ; and Oiitipa would^ 
in their tongue signify ' pretty prairie-fowl ;' so' 
it is probably the name of a Delaware woman — 
perhaps his sister." 

**KehelU /a— so it is," said the boy: <« Oii- 
tipa is in your tongue * pretty prairie-bird,' and 
she is my sister." 

"Where is Prairie-bird 1" inquired Reginald, 
amused by the youth's naiveti.. 

" Far, far away, beyond the great river ! But 
we will go back soon;— shall we noti" he in- 
quired, looking up timidly at War- Eagle. 

**Pechu leniui,^* answered the chief; and 
leaning towards the youth, he added some 
words in a whisper, whicU made him start up 
to obey the orders he had received. 

Reginald was not long lefl in ignorance of 
their nature, as in a few minutes the active lad 
had refreshed the fire, and was busy in broiling 
seme venison steaks, which, after the rxercise 
of the morning, sent up a steam far from un- 
pleasant' to the senses of any of those present. 
Master Reginald," said the guide, "that 



i« 



• " Bjrfaiid^;'4»«soMi>'. 



/" 



THB PRAIRIE-BIRD. 



gHly perroqiiet of yoan, CHuitTe Perrot, is al- 

w&ys telling fine stories of what he has seen io 
Durope, and talking of the scent of roses, and 
vne sweet sounds of music, till the girls in the 
clearins think he's a book-author and a poet ; 
did you e? er smell any sceat, or hear any musk;, 
sweeter than comes from the hissing and friz- 
' ling of those slices of fat venison aAer a six 
f liours' hunt in the woods 1" 

I* Perhaps not," said Reginald, laugbing ; " but 
we are only hunters, and Monsieur Perrot is a 
man of taste." 

" Whom have we here 1" grumbled the guide, 
as an Indian appeared in the distance " Friend 
War- Eagle, is this another of your bandl" 

**He is," replied the chief: '^all are now 
here." 

The new-comer was a powerful, athletic- 
looking man ; his face was painted one half 
hlack, and the other half striped with bars of 
Ted ; the sleeves of his hunting-shirt were so 
short and loose, that his naked arms were visi- 
ble, one of which was tatooed in the form of a 
iBard, and on the other he wore an armlet of 
brass ; his leggins and mocassins were soiled 
a«d torn, and the perspiration streaming from 
his matted hair shewed that be had travelled 
both far and fast. He was, like the rest, equip- 
ped with rifle, tomahawk, and scalp-knife ; his 
countenance, as far as it could be distinguished 
through its disguise of paint, was expressive of 
cunning and ferocity. Though probably much 
surprised at seeing two while men sitting thus 
amicably with his chief, he took little notice of 
them, or of the rest of the party ; but without 
.. asking, or being asked, any questions, seated 
himself on the opposite side of the fire, lighted 
his pipe, and smoked. 

** Master Reginald," said the guide, in French, 
" I do not like that fellow. I know not how he 
comes to be with our friend here, for he belongs 
to another tribe : I have seen him before.'* 

Meantime, the industrious lad had broiled his 
Tenison steaks, and having gathered some broad 
leaves, which served on this occasion for plates, 
he brought the first slice to Reginald, the se- 
cond to Baptiste, the next to War-Eagle, and 
80 on, until he went through the party ; after 
vbich, without tasting anything himself, be 
took his station close to his chief and his new 
friend. During the meal, the Indian last ar- 
rived talked much in a suppressed voice to the 
one next to him, and seemed studiously to 
avert his eyes from his chief and the two white 
men. 

" Tarh6," said War-Eagle, addressing him, 
** is there not tassmanatU* for the stranger 1 he 
JB my brother, and his path has been long." 

Tarhe went to his " cache," a spot not many 
yards distant, and taking out two or three small 
cakes, brought them round behind his chief, and 
offered one to our hero, who was in the act of 
receiving it, when the miscreant, drawing the 
knife from his girdle, aimed a blow at the back 
!:' of the unsuspecting Reginald. 

Nothing could have saved him from instant 
death, had not the gallant boy thrown himself 
between the savage and his victim. The knife 
went through his arm ; and so deadly was the 



* Tassmanan^ : a kind of bread made by the Ddawaraa 
tat loaf Journeys. It ia made of maixe, powdered vny 
ine, sod sweetened with aiafle iniw* 



force by which it was gmided, tiiat it stiU de- 
scended, and inflicted a slight scratch on Regi- 
nald's shoulder. 

War-Eagle sprang like a tiger from the 
ground, and with one blow of his tremendous 
war-club dashed the nifllan to the earth ; Chen 
turning suddenly bis angry glance upon the two 
other Indians, he asked if they had any part in 
Tarh^*s pk>t. Neither had stirred from his 
seat, and both declared they had known nothing 
of his intention. It was well for them that the 
chief believed them, for this act of vile treache0 
had aroused all the slumbering fire within him, 
and the veins started like blue cords upon his 
temples. 

R]eginald*s flrst impulse, when he jumped 
upon his feet, was to hasten to the wounded 
youth, whose features were now lighted op by 
a smile of happiness. **Tell me, my brave 
generous boy, are you much hurt 1" 

** No," said he : ** I should have been hort 
if the War- Eagle's camp had been stained with 
the blood of his white brother." 

The sturdy guide himself could not repress 
his admiration of this gallant boy's conduct, 
who now stood looking intently upon War- 
Eagle, his features animated by excitement 
and by pride, and. the knife still fixed up to the 
very handle in his arm. 

•< War-Eagle," said Baptiste, " the Lenapi 
are men, — ^their boys are warriors : that dog is 
not a Lenape," he added, pointing to the proo- 
trate body of Tarh^. 

** Tah'Delamattenos,"* said the chief indig- 
nantly. The youth now moving a step forward, 
came before his chief with an air of modest 
dignity, and slowly drew the reeking knife from 
his arm, while a stream of blood gushed fl'om 
the wound ; not a muscle of his frame trembled, 
not a feature varied its expression, as he said 
in a voice of musical gentleness, " War-£a^ 
will Wingenund allow his grandson now to tear 
his namel" 

** Wingenund /*' said War-Eagle, looking vpon 
him with afiEectionate pride, *' the chiefs at the 
Council-fire shall know that the blood of the 
well-beloved still flows in a young warrior's 
.veins." 

' *' My good friend," said the guide to the chief, 
" you have no time to lose, the lad will bleed to 
death !" 

Reginald sprang forward, and closing as he 
best could the gaping wound, bound his hand- 
kerchief tightly over it. 

There was, indeed, no time to be lost ; for the 
blood had flowed more freely than his youthful 
frame could endure. A painful dizziness came 
over him; and murmuring almost inaudibiy 
" The White Warrior is safe, and Wingenund. 
is happy," he fell senseless into Reginald's srms. 
^^— «^— ^— — .^^— «— — — 11 ii I I ——»—»»—»— ^—»—^»— 

• »Tah-DelamatleBoi,**— ''No, he la a Wyandot'* TUa 
tribe occupied the region to the north of OMa and tiie 
north-west of Pennsylvania ; they spoke a dialeet of the 
Iroquois, and are better known by the name of Httrons: 
they aometimes hunted with the Ilelawai% by whesi 
they were deaignated as above. 



K f 






^ ' 

u 



I"* 



THB PRAIRIB-BIRD. 



fti 



CHAPTER Vn. 

partictthmi ^ the hiitory of the two 
Delawaree and of Baptiste. The latter returns with 
Beginald to Mooehanne, the residence of Ck>l<mel 
Bimndon. 



** I FBAR he win die !" said Reginald in a tone 
of the deepest grief, as he stooped over the in- 
animate form of the wounded boy. 

**Die !" said the War-Eagle, almost fiercely, 
'^yea, he will die ! but not by the bite of yonder 
serpent,'* pointing to the body of the Wyandot ; 
** ^e will die when the Great Spirit orders it ; but 
before he dies, the murderers of his father shall 
hear his war-whoop \ His tomahawk shall be 
red in their blood ; their scalps shall hang at his 
belt! ihm Wingenund may go to his ancient 
people in the happy hunting fields !" 

"My brother,'' said Reginald earnestly, and 
still supporting the insensible frame of Winge- 
nund, ** do not lead this youth to shed the white 
man's blood I He cannot call back those who 
are gone ! We have a book which the Great 
Spirit gave to our forefathers ; it speaks His 
own words, and He tells us, 'Vengeance is 
mine ;' and He also tells us that if we would 
please Him, we must forgive those who have 
injured us ; His arrows are very sharp ; His 
anger is fierce ; His justice is sure. Leave Him 
to punish those bad men, and teach the * well- 
beloved' to be ibe white man's friend." 

For a minute the chief seemed buried in deep 
thought ;. then suddenly starting from his reve- 
rie, he spoke a few words in a low tone to one 
of bis men, who instantly moved away, and dis- 
appeared in the forest. 

War-Eagle then replied in a tone rather of 
xnelancholy than of reproof, ** The Great Spirit 
never spes^ks to the red man in werds : if He is 
angry, He thunders ; if He is pleased, He sends 
rain and sunshine, to make the corn and fruits 
to grow^ and sweet grass to fatten the deer ; my 
brother says the Great Spirit has spoken plainly 
tp tbfB white man in words, and that those 
words are painted in a book. War-Eagle be- 
lieves it, because my brother's tongue is not 
forked; but. he would ask,— Did those white 
xQen, who came in the night like wolves to the 
couch of the fawn, who murdered the father, 
the kindred, the little sisters of Wingenund,^ 
did those men hear the Great Spirit^s words V* 
"Ky brother," said Reginald, "there are 
among wbit^ men many wolves and serpents : 
men whose bands are bloody, and their tongue 
forited. The Great Spirit does not forbid to 
punish, or even to kill such men, in defence of 
ourst^lves, our wigwams, our children, or our 
friend; He is not angry with War-Eagle for 
.striking down that Huron whose hand was 
raised to shed his brother's blood ; but when 
the grass of many seasons has grown over the 

Saves of those who were injured, then the 
reat Spirit commands man to let his anger 
sleep, to bury his hatchet, and to forgive." 

"It may be so," said War- Eagle gravely, 
•*the Good l^'ather in the Western Hunting- 
ground has said the same; Olitipa, whose Voice 
is like the mocking-bird, and who speaks only 
truth, she has spoken the same ; but it is very 
dark. War- Eagle cannot s^e it.*' 

"Who is the Prairie- bird 1" inquired Regi- 
nald, whose curiosity' bad twice been excited by 
tile mention of this extraordidary name. 



Before the chief could t«pTy, tl^e Indian, whom 
he had sent, returned with a mess made from 
several leaves, herbs, and roots, which he bad 
bruised and reduced to a kind of glutinous pulp ; 
War-Eagle now took off the bandage from the 
youth's arm ; after examining it carefully, and 
applying some of the above mixtures to both the 
orifices of the wound, he bound it again, more 
strongly and skilfully than before ; then taking 
him in his arms, as if he had been a little child, 
he carried him down to the rivulet ; and by drat 
of bathing his temples and robbing forcibly his 
hands and feet, soon restored t^ suspended 
animation. 

When he was reodvered so far as to be able 
to speak, Reginald, sitting down by him, said a 
thousand kind things to him, such as were 
prompted by the gratitude of a generous heart. 
While they were conversing, the guide drew 
near to the chief; and pointing to the body of 
the Wyandot, which still lay where he had fhll- 
en, said, " Ho is surely dead !" 

"He is so,'* replied the other gravely, « when 
War-Eagle is angry he does not strike his ene- 
my*s forehead twice." 

The guide now turned over the body; and 
seeing that the iron point of the war-chib had 
entered just above the eyes, and had sunk deep 
into the brain, he knew that instant death must 
have ensued. The chief etlling the two In- 
dians, desired them to bury the body where it 
wouM be safe from wolves and buzzards. " But , " 
he added sternly, " let not the spot be marked 
for his kindred : he died like a dog, and none 
should lament him." 

As they turned away to execute these orders, 
the guide observed to the chief ** that Huron 
has net been Vxtg with the War-Eagle.'* t 

"True, — but how does the Grand-H&che 
know it !** 

" Hb eye has been en him more than once ; 
Grande-Hftche sees, but he can hold bis tongue.*' 
" Grande- H&che is a warrior," replied the 
chief: " he has seen many things ; he has talk- 
ed with the wise men ; does he know why yon 
Huron wished to kill the young white brave I*' 
" He does,'^ said Grande-Hftche ; but as he 
did net of hims^f state what he knew, it would 
have been contrary to the usages of Indian 
courtesy to question him farther. 

Baptiste now diverting the conversation to 
another topie, said, " It is singular that War- 
Eagle, on a war-path far from bis village, should 
have only strangers with him, excepting the 
youth who is wounded !** 
" What means the Grand-Hftche !" 
"He means," replied the guide, "that the 
other twOj now gone to bury the Huron, are 
Southern wwn*— they are not Lenape." 

** Grande-H&che has ears and eyes open-^ 
how can he know that he speaks truth !" said 
the chief. 

" Because he has eyes and ears ;** replied the 
guide. " Does War-Eagle think that Grande- 
Hftche has hrinted twenty years among the red 
nations, and knows not yet the mocassin and * 



* Southern -men— in the Delaware liin^tige Chaoni^ 
no or Shawano— known to the Americans as "Shaw- 
nees.*' This powerful trihe were generally in alliance 
with the Lenape, and inbnbited the country on their west- 
ern frontier. Alx>ut the tinie of our tale, they were veqr 
nomerottP on the banks of the MosUnKum and of ths. 
Wabaahiivsr. 
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^iifQe of a 8h»wu«B! I knew them at a 
Clance«*' he a4<led, with a shrewd smile, "as 

' well as I knew the War-Cag]e in the batteau, 
Ihoagb both be and they baveput on their faces 
the paint of the Mengyfe^* 

" Grande-Hiche speaks troth," replied the 
ebief, drjly, without showing the surprise and 
annoyance that he felt at the penetration of the 
guide. " The men ai:e Shawanons, they hunt 

. with the Lenap^, beyond the great river — they 
are brothers." 

So saying, be broke off the conyersation, and 
turning towards Wiogenund, saw that he was 
talking as earnestly and freely with Reginald as 
if ibey bad been long ialimatfi ; while be con- 

. templaied this friendly interoourse with a smile 

. of satisfaction, tbe guide lelt himself called 
apoD to remind bis companion that tbe sun was 
getting low, that they bad yet some miles to 

.walk, and that tbe coloael would be anaieas 

. and impatiett. 

** True," said Reginald, springing up, ** I must 

. take leave of my brother, and of my young pre- 
server ; but we shall meet again ; we will hont 
together, and be friends." 

" Let it be so," said tbe lad, with an anlour 
which he cared not to conceal; "and Winge* 
nuQd will tell Prairie-Bird that tbe white warrior 
who drew War-£agle from tbe deep water, will 
come to see her, and she willthank him." 
While the hoy was speakijig, the chief turned 

- away, and busied himself in fastening a tbong- 
balter firmly to tbe bead of Kekimi, which be 

: again led to bis new master. 

Reginald now undid from bis waist the silver 

.Imokled belt wUb the.c^iateaii-de-ohasse which 

Jt supported, and buokling it round the youth, 
be said, ^ Wiogeimnd must wear this, and must 

' Bot forget his white friend.v 

The boy*s eyes sparkled with pleasure, as be 

. received this gift ; but he ,wa$ still too weak to 

-ataad, and be only murpnured,- ia a lowYoice, 
** Wiagenond will not forget.'* 
Tbe chief now taking the guide aside, said ta 

.him, in his own laaguage, " How ia imr white 
brother called r' 

' «' I call him ' Master Reginald.* "t 

After one or two ludicrous attempts at as imi- 

ilatioa, War-£agle shook bis head, aayipg^ " It 
is not good—may his Lenape friend call him 

t*Netis.'" 

. As soon as Reginald was informed jof what 

ihad passed, and of the meaning of his new 

-name, he accepted it with pleasure, and Winge- 
nund repeated it again and again aa our hero 
bid him farewell. 
"War^Eagle insisted upon accompanying him, 

;and leading Nekimi through the forest, until 
they reachd the broad wheel track which pass- 

.ed Colonel Brandon's house, and thence led 

; through other clearings to tbe village of Mari- 
etta. As they went along, Reginald desired 
Baptiste in a whisper to talk with tbe chief, and 
endeavoured to draw from him, what article of 

dress, ornament, or use, be would most value, 

* Mengwe, or Mlngnes,— the Delaware name fbr those 
^Indlaos who resided chiefly in tlie northern States of the 
TTnion, and who are tietter known as the *' Iroquois.** 

t ** Matter Reginald,** might well puzzle the chief, aa 
fhwe to DO letter R in the Delaware language, though 
.some of them contrive to pronounce It. 

**Netia** signlflea in Uieir tongue, **a iniated Msod,**. 
^ one td whom mU socreu are oonlUM.** 



as he was anxHHis to make bis Indian broifier 

a present ; and ttie guide, by skilfully manoen 
vring his conversation, soon learaed that War 
Eagle had, on this last excursion, lost hfs rifles 
and that he was also short of ammunition. 
They now emerged from the forest upon ihm 
great road, if it might be so called, leading Up 
Marietta; and the Indian putting the halter of 
Nekimi into Reginald's hand, said that he would 
return to his camp. Our hero, taking him by 
the hand, said, " Netis wishes to see his brother 
at this spot to-morrow at noon.** 

** War-Eagle will come," was the brief reply ; 
and shaking both the whitemen cordially by 
the hand, he turned and disappeared among tha 
trees. 

Reginald and' the guide were within a fevr 
miles of Colonel Brandon^s house ; but they 
could not proceed very fast, owing to the evi- 
dent reluctance shown by Nekimi to follow his 
new master ; be qeighed, snorted, jumped, and 
played sUl manner of pranks in his endeavour to 
get loose ; but this War-Eagle had foreseen, 
and tbe tough halter of undressed hide was well 
enough secured to defy all his efforts at escape. 

** This has been a strange day of adventures, 
Baptiste," said Reginald; "it has been to ma 
one of the pleasantest of my Ufb !" 
. " Why, Master Jleginald, it has been a day ef 
events, such as they are ; you have been twica 
at the outside edge of t*other world, with water 
and cold iron.'* 

" Oh, there was not much harm in the water," 
said Reginald, laughing, "had it not been for 
the knock which one of the horses gave me oa 
the head ; but that villanous attempt of the Hu- 
rpn makes me shudder ;-^o offer a man food, 
and stab him while he is taking it f I thought 
sifch a thing was unknown In Indian history." 

" It is, almost," said the guide. " But a Hu- 
ron— and a Dacotah!" he added, bitterly, — 
" would murder a brother to patify revenge." 

" Byt I had never injured him, Baptiste." 

" His ipemory is better than yours. Master 
Reginald. He and his brother were two of the 
leading warriors in that Unfortunate aflhir 
where St. QIair was beat by the Ingians, opoa 
the north fork of the Miami. I was there, too, 
and the ' Doctor's ' pills did some sarvice— but 
not much to signify, neither. Colonel Brandon 
did all that a man could do, but, at last, he was 
forced back. Welj, that Tarh^ and bis brother, 
first in the pursuit, killed two of our poor fel- 
lows, and were Scalping 'em, when the Colonel * 
called out to 'em, and fired. He killed Tarh^*s 
brother dead. I see*d it all ; and I took a long 
squint with the Doctor at Tarhe, which only 
lamed his arm a bit ; for, you see, Mastei* Regi- 
nald, I was a long ways off; and a chap don't 
shoot quite so fine when he*s a retreatin* double 
quick, with a few hundred Redskins yellin' in 
his rear. However, that Tarhe has been more 
than once down at Marietta, aiid round the 
neighbours' clearins ; and he knowed you, Mas- 
teir R^inald, just as well as a Kentucky ho|( 
knows an acorn." 

"Now I understand it, so far, Baptiste. Put 
if the fellow wanted to take my life, why did 
he not hide in the laurel- thicket, and shoot ihe 
as I passed 1 Why did he make the attempt 
where my death was sure to be revenged T" 
Now, Master R^iqald, you are asking a^ 
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paorignorant critturh-rwkto knows no^flit iwf 
a little huDtio*, and, may be, knows a beaver^ 
•kin from a buSalo-hide,— ^U the ins an4 oats 
of a red Ingian^s crooked mind ! May be, he 
wanted to force War-Ea^ie into shedding 
. white-man's blood. I saw that one of those 
. 6hawanons was np to his game ; and if a gen- 
eral skrimmage had come, they'd have tried to 
do for me. Or, perliaps, when he found his 
knife so convenient to the back of yoor neck, 
he couldn't lose the chance, for the bad spirit 
had got hold of him." 

•' By heavens !" cried Reginald, " I never can 
sufficiently admire the qaickness, and the heroic 
courage of that boy, Wingenund! Did you 
see, Baptiste, how he drew that great knife 
mtowly out of his wounded arm ; and how all. 
the time he smiled upon War-Eagle, as if to 
«how him that he despised the pain 1'* 

" He is a brave youth," said the guide. " I 
know the stock he comes from : if he were a 
coward, the grisly bear might breed sheep !" 

" Pray tell me something of his parents, and 
of his story. Is he related to War-Eagle V* 

'*He is," said the guide. *'They are the 
ohildren of two brothers. War-Eagle of the 
•eldest ; Wingenund of the youngest." 

** Are these two brothers alive, Baptiste 1" 

"No:, both were murdered by the white 
jnen, in time of peace, without provocation. 
There was a third brother, who, happening to 
be absent from the village on a. hunt, escaped. 
He has now gone to the far- west, beyond the 
great river. Both the War-Eagle and the boy 
«re called his sons ; and the latter, as he toki 
•us to-day, lives in his lodge." 
r " Then all these three brothers wete the chil- 
4ren of Wingenund V* 

•* Yes." 

** And who was he 1" 

"One of the old*Lenape:-- first in council 
and foremost in the fight ! I remember him 
^^ell when I was a boy," said the guide, warm- 
ing with his subject. ** He taught me to fol- 
*low a trail, and to travel in the woods, with no 
«tber guide than the wind, the stars, and the 
bark of the trees ; and before I was as old as 
that boy, his grandson, he lent me his rifle to 
ohoot the first Uacotah as ever I killed." 

** What was the party, Baptiste !" said Regi- 
nald (anxious to keep the guide from the sub- 
ject of the Dacotahs), " what party was it that 
committed the atrocious murder upon the In- 
dians in time of peace 1" 

"Why, Master Reginald, though you were 
l>ut a youngster, don't you remember bearing 
that twelve or fourteen years ago, a party of 
white men, led by Williamson, Harvey, and 
some other rough chaps from the Kentucky 
side, fell upon a village of friendly Indians on 
the banks of Tuscarawas river, and murdered 
4II they found, man, woman, and child 1 ^ome 
of these poor Redskins had been made Chris- 
tians, and were called Moravians; and their 
village, as was destroyed, was called by some 
outlandish name, too long by half for me to 
*«peak or to remember.* They had given over 
their own nat'ral life of smoking, bunting, and 
fighting, and did nothing but plant, and sow, 
■and pray ! And, after all, that's the way they 
was served, Master Reginald." 

. ^TlM vUlifc WM xsUsd €huid«tt-Iiatt«-"t6ftt^" « 
^ssbina of srsM.** 



f* HorriUe «iid ikgm^^ orveltjl" said the 
young man : and rather thinking aloud, than 
addfesstng his companion,, he added, " It Is no 
wonder that the Indian^ receive so unwillingly 
Christian precepts, when they have such exam- 
ples of Christian practice. I am not surprised 
that War-Eagle finds it bard to forgive ^^uch in- 
juries." 

" And yet you are surprised, Master Regi- 
nald," s^id the guide, in a deep voice,, almost 
hoarse from repressed emotion, " that / ^o not 
forgive the Dacotah 1 Did he not bi^'n the log 
hut where I was bom and raised 1 Did he not 
murder those who gave me birth 1 Did be not 
drive me out, a child, into the woods, to. live by 
berries, or wild fruits, or what I could find or 
k^ill 1 Is not my father's scalp (not half reven- 
ged !) now hanging before a Dacoiah lodge ! 
Oh I let me come but within rifle lange of the 
Throat-cutter,* and if he comes oflT with a wh^ 
skin, I toiU forgive him !" 

Our hero, seeing that farther discussion weujid 
only increase an excitement which already ina^- 
tered his companion's self-control, said to jliu;n 
kindly, " Well, Baptiste, it must be owned th^yt 
you have received from these people deep, irre- 
parable wrong ! You are a man, and would 
not pay them in their own base coin, by killing 
one of their squaws or children : but if it is ev- 
er your fortune to meet them in a fair stand-up 
fight, when I am with you, then yon nhall eee 
that I can stand by a (riend, and sha.e in his 
just feehngs of resentment.'^ 

" I know it-*I know it, Master Reginald,*' 
said the guide, grasping the hand extended to 
him ; and having now recovered an equanim- 
ity which nothing but the Dacotah subiect ever 
disturbed, he added, 

** If you and I were to take a snmmer-hunt 
towards the mountains, with that light-limbed 
War-Eagie, who has the eyes, and ear^ and 
spring of a painter, t we might p'raps bring in a 
handsome load o' skins, and may be, pay oflTthe 
Throat-euttenrs an old debt or two." 

" It is more likely than you imagine, dap^ 
tiste, that we shall make an excursicn to the 
West, this spring ; for my father told me the 
other day — but see. there he is, with Lucy on 
his arm, and Aunt Mary, and Wolf by her side !" 

As he said this, the young man bounded for- 
ward, and in a moment was in the midst of 
them, kissing his sister, shaking his father and 
Aunt Mary aflfectionately by the hand, and pat- 
ting Wolfs great shaggy head. 

" Dear Reginald ! what has kept you so 
long!" said Lucy, reproachfully; where caa 
you have been 1 Why, your clothes are all soil- 
ed ; and see, papa,'^ she added turning deadly 
pale; "there is blood upon bis huniing-shiit 
and upon his cheek !" 

" What a little coward art then,'* said Reg^ 
nald, " to be the daughter of a soldier ! Whyt 
Lucy, the few drops of blood upon my clothes 
must surely have come from your cheeks, which 
are as pale as a magnolia flower ! Harkee Lucy, 
I must do something to drive the rosy c .nent 
back to its proper channel ; come here, girl s" 



* Ev0ty Indian tribe has Us pecQlfar mark, or rign ; among 
all tbe natkmt of the Ikr-weit, die BUmuu or Dacoialia, 
are deiftf nated by pa«tag the hiwd aeroM Uie throat aeir 
cutdngju 
tAFantlier ii ao cilled If Ike weetem haaCavi. 
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and bendiBf lier iMtd aaiit, b» wUipertd Mme- 
tiunc ID her ear. 

Never wee the etltet of magio more rapid, 
or taofe potent ; liir in an iaetant the obedi- 
ent Mood roshed to the fair girra cheek, aoflh- 
aing, at the aame time, her neck and temples 
with the aame glowing hoe ; casting upon her 
hrother a look at once playful and appealing:, she 
pinched hia ear between her tiny fingera till he 
fairly begged pardon, and promised not to do so 
again. 

Aa it was now oTident that Reginald was 
not much hurt, Lucy turned her eyes towards 
the hunter, who approadied, leading Nekimi, 
stiU anorting, prancing, and curYOtting, at the 
foU length of his laryette. '' Baptiste," said the 
Colonel, *' where have yon found that wild, un- 
tamed animal 1" 

**He betongs," said the hunter, '*to Master 
Reginald.*' 

The Colonel looked to hia son for an explana- 
tion, who giving an arm to hia sister, while the 
Colonel escorted Aunt Mary, turned homeward, 
and narrated, aa they went, the events described 
in this and the foregoing chapter. 



CHAPTER YIIL 



fisrtihiiiy • Ikdok tf IIoodiMm«.~]legfauad ialrad^ 
lus 8ut«r to Um two DolswarM. 

Thi day following that on which the events 
related in the preceding pages occurred, there 
was an assemblage more than nsnally numer- 
onaLgathered in and around the capacious store 
of David Muir, in Marietta: immediately in 
from of his door was a small party, who, from 
their bearing and appearance, mirht be easily 
Mcpgnised as leadings peesons in the little com- 
munity. In the mi£t of them was a roughly- 
dressed country lad, whose haggard appearance 
indicated wretchedness pr fatigue, or both ; near 
the group stood his horse reeking with sweat, 
and showing that the messenger, for such be 
was, had not spared the spurs on the road. 
Many and eager were the questions put to him, 
and the countenances of his auditors evinced no 
ordinary degree of interest in his replies; sever- 
al women, and a dozen or two of boys and girls, 
made repeated endeavours to penetrate into this 
important circle: and having contrived to over- 
hear a disjointed word, here and there, such as 
« Indian," *• scalped," "rifle," &o., they slunk 
away, one bv one, to spread it abroad thrqngh 
the village, that a neighbouring settlement had 
been attacked by a large body of Indians, armed 
with rifles and tomahawks ; and that every man, 
woman, and child, excepting this messenger, who 
had escaped, was scalped! 

We will, however, introduce the reader into 
the centre of the above-mentionad group, and 
detail to him the substance of the news which 
created so much excitement. 

It appears that on the preceding day,^ two 
brothers, named Hervey, were ridfngtiomeward, 
after attending a marriage, at a small settlement 
twenty miles to the northward of Marietta: they 
were not above half a mile in advance of several 
other men, also returning from the marriage; 
both were armed with rifles, having been shoot- 
ing ai a taiiget for a wager, when on a sudden, a 
single Indian, uttering a loud war-whoop, spr^^ 
fiom a thicket by the road| and at one stroke *of 



^ war-dnb MM tiM elder torDtherto the carta g 
belbie Che second could come up Co hit assisiii^ 
ance, the same Indian aimed a sweepiiw blow 
at his head with the boc-end of his rifle : the 
younger Hervey warded the blow also with his 
rifle, bat it fell with snch force that both barreie 
were broken off ftom the stocks ; with the rapid- 
ity of lightning, the Indian struck him heavily on 
the head, and he fell stunned ih>m his horse. ▲ 
few minutes afterward, he recovered, and found 
some of his friends standing over him; his im- 
fortunate brother lay dead and scalped at hie 
side^ his horBC and the Indian had disappeared. 
Several young men dashed oiT immediately ia 
pnrsuitj and tracked the hoots successfully until 
the fugitive had entered the hardy and stony bed 
of a rivulet falling into the Muskingum; hence ' 
all farther search proved unsuccessful, and they 
returned dispirited to their companions. 

It was long since so daring an outrage had' 
been committed in the Territory ; seldom was it 
that the Redskins would attack white men in 
open day, unless they were greatly superior in 
numbers : but for a single Indian to fall upon two 
armed whites, killine one and leaving the other 
for dead, almost within call of bis friends, waa 
an instance of audacity to which the oldest hunt- 
er could scarcely remember a parallel ; it was 
evident also that the savage haa been aware of 
a party of whites being at hand, otherwise he 
would certainly have shot one brother before h^ 
attacked the other: but, avoiding the discharge 
of his rifle, he had efiected his purpose with a^ 
war-club. 

Another striking circumstance was the clett 
evidence afforded that the killing of the elder 
Hervey was an act of personal revenge ; because t 
the younger brother, when knocknl from his > 
horse, had fallen helpless at the Indian's feetc 
and the latter, purposely to show that he had 
spared his life and scalp, had struck a knife 
tnrough the lappet of his coat into the gronnd, 
with force enough to bury it up to the hatt. 
Four or five of the best hunters had recomme»» 
ced the pursuit; and although they once struck 
the trail of a man on foot evidently running from? 
them, they were af ain baffled by the river, and 
returned to the settlement. 

Such was the sum of the messenger's intelli^ 
gence, which caused, as can easily be imagined, 
no little sensation in Marietta and the neigh- 
bouring districts. 

" I know some of the worst o' them Redskin 
devils," said a bulky young man, whose counte- 
nance betrayed violent passions, and stronr- 
symptoms of free indulgence in David MuirY 
"fire-water:" "tell me what was this Ingiaa 
likel how did Dick Hervey describe him Y* 

"He hadn't over much time to look at him,* 
said the messenger, " afore he was sent to sleep; 
but he says he was a very tall, powerful chap, 
streaked over the face with black." 

** Was he a young nn or an old un V 

"A voung un, and active as a deer, or he , 
cooldn t have knocked those two Herveys oft^ 
their criiturs, as a man knocks off a corncob with 
an ash plant." 

" 1 wish I had him here," said the young g» ' 
ant, shutting a hand as heavy and large as a* 
shoulder of mutton. " I'd give him a real Ken- 
tack / hug." 

N 'ue uf the bystanders seemed able to form 
any guess as to who the perpetrator of this bold 
outrage miffht be; it was resolved, however, tt 
take aU poslttle meaaiues for his discoiwry : • 
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mMtng tf tke priiicipil.iiiliibiliBts wm codtv^ 
lied, a detcription of the Indtan's person, and of 
the marka by which Hervejr's hojne might be 
jvoogaiied, vaa written, aod acveeai copies 
thereof made, and forwarded to the nearest posts 
and ferries ; at the same time a reward of a hun- 
dred dollars was offered to any person who 
should discover the offender, and a hundred more 
for his seizure, dead or alive. 

During the discasslon of these and other plans 
at the meeting, oar old acquaintance David 
Muir, who felt himself not to be one of the least 
important persons present, said, '* Vm thinking, 
gentlemen, it would be as weel to send a mes- 
senger out to Colonel Brandon, wi' this intelli- 
gence; he kens the Indians as weel's ony man 
in this country-side, mavhap he'll gie us some 
gude counsel; and, sirs, ' added David, his grey 
eyes twinkling at his own sagacity, ** be sure ye 
dinna forget to tak the advice o' yon lang-head- 
cd chid, Battiste ; if the Indian deevirs o' this 
aide the Mississippi, Battiste will fin' him out, 
as sure as twa threes mak sax." 

This was one of the longest orations which 
David had ever delivered in public ; and both 
his suggestions being approved, carried nem, con,^ 
and the meeting dissolved, David returned to his 
store with his hands thrust into his coal-tail pock- 
ets, and his countenance big with the conscious- 
ness of having rendered essential service to the 
Territory* 

We must now return to Reginald, who, on 
the morning of this same day, rose with the snn ; 
and feeling himself nothing the worse from his 
alight wounds, ot from his diving adventure, sal- 
lied forth to see how Baptiste had provided for 
Kekimi's safety and comforts All means hav- 
iog failed to entice him into a stable, the hunter 
had secured, him firmly to an oak, casting down 
fer him abundance both of ibod and litter. Re- 
ginald approached him, holding in his hand 
some bread ; and having given the sharp, shrill 
cry (which, to Irficy's great alarm, he had prac* 
tised tQore than once in the house), he was 
agreeably surprised to perceive that the horse 
recognised it, and seemed less averse to his ca- 
resses; having fed him, and oarefally observed 
all the rules laid down by War-Eagle for gaining 
his affections, he returned (o the house, and be- 
gan to collect the various articles which he pro- 
posed to give to his Indian brother; among these 
was a good Kentucky riile, and a handsome 
bnck's-hom knife lor tne chief; he selected also 
a light fowling-piece, which he had used as a 
boy, and which he intended for Wingenund; to 
tiiese he added several pounds of powder, and a 
due proportion of lead ; he also threw into the 
package a few beads and a large conielian ring, 
which had been long the occupant of his dress- 
ingrcase. 

When he had collected all these together he 
gave them to Baptiste, desiring him to be ready 
to aeoompeny him to the rendezvous after lureak- 
fast; and having finished his preparations, he 
knocked at the door of Lucy's room, to inquire 
whether she was ready to preside at the morning 
meal. 

" Gome in, Reginald," she said ; " if I am rath- 
er late it is your fault; for your adventures of 
yesterday have driven sleep from my pillow: 
and even when I did fall asleep, I dreamed of 
Bothinff but your Indian herd." 

*'Say ycm so, faithless oaet" replied Regi- 
nald; *'J shall tell that to-*" 

Uttk x«nr,;B£«inald;'sAid thf )d|Niiii»«g^)* 
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patting Iwr little kaad vponlkia month < ^dM you 
not promise me yesterday that you would not do 
so sffain V 

"Perhai>s I did," said her brother; ''and f 
will keep it if you will come down stairs an^ 
give me a very good cup of coffee." 

In the breakfast-room they were joined by the 
Colonel and Aunt Mary ; and while they dis- 
cuss that most comfortable of family meals, wfc 
will give the reader a slight sketch of the house 
in which tbev were assembled. 

It was built of substantial brick of a dun red 
colour, and had originally been a regular and 
solid building of mc^erate dimensions ; but the- 
Colonel had added on one side a wing, contain- 
ing a library and sitting-rooms for himself and 
his son, while on the opposite side he had built 
additional apartm^ts for Aunt Mary, and a. 
small conservatory for Lucy. Thus the build- 
ing had gradually assumed a straggling and ir- 
regular shape, the back court bein^ occupied by 
stables, bams, and extensive farm-offices. The- 
site of the house was on a gentle elevation, slo^ 
ping down to a little brook, which wound its hub* 
bling way through a. deep grove of oak, maple, 
and sycamore, and circling round the base of 
the hill, fell at the distance of half a mile into 
the Muskingum river. The spot still retained 
the name of " Mooshanne" (signifying in the 
Delaware language Elk Creek), probably owing 
to the little streamlet above mentioned having 
been a favourite resort of an animal which the 
rifles of Reginald and Baptiste had rendered 
somewhat scarce in the neighbourhood. 

We left the family assembled at the breakfast 
table, where the conversation still turned upm^ 
rJi? adventures of the preceding day. 

" Reginald," said Lucy, '* I should like to go 
with you to-day, to see yosr Indian brother, and 
that heroic boy." 

'*I fear," rwlied her brother, "it is farther 
than yon could easily walk; and, moreover, 
Wingenund will scarcely accompany his chief; 
he must be still too weak from his wound." 

** Nay, Reginald ; if the distance is the only 
difficulty, I can ride Snowdrop; and if Winge- 
nund does come, I will reward him for his brave 
defirace of my brother, by giving him some little 
trinket, which ha may take back to hia sister. 
You cannot refuse n^e now," she added, in. a 
coaxing foaci the power of which over her broth- 
er was all but despotic. 

" Of course I cannot, if you obtain Aunt Marv'a 
and the Colonel's pwmission," said Reginald, 
smiling^ 

Lucy met with no farther opposition. Snow- 
drop was ordered to be saddled; in a few min- 
utes the happy girl was equipped, and provided 
with a coral necklace for the chief, and a pretty 
broach, destined for her brother's preserver. 

The party now assembled before the doofr 
consisting of Ranald, Baptiste, and Lucy, 
mounted on her favourite grey pony: our hero 
slung his rifle across his shoulders; the sturdy 
woodsman, besides carrying his own enormous 
axe, walked lightly under the two rifles, and the 
other anicles to be presented to the chiefl and 
Wolf played around them his fantastic and un- 
wieldy gambols* 

Cheecfbl and smiling was the woodland seen* 
ery through which they passed; the dewdrope 
still glittered in the beams of the morning sun, 
and the air was impregnated with the vernal tn/^ 
grance arising frQm a thousand opening buds and 

blOSSMttS. 



VHB FRAtBIB^Blien. 



<«8ee, Lnef^" niA Iwr fetotler, » h* wtlked 
bjr bcr sidfli whilt Uie Uct of the sturdy hunier 
kept him a few paces in the rear, **see how 
tiioee misehieroiis sqairreU hop and ehaiier 
upon the boughs I They seem to know that your 
presoT.ce is a protection to them." 

<* I often wonder, Reginald, how you can shoot 
•Q^h playfal and graceful animals; you who 
iu?e taste enough to admire their beauty, and 
who can find sport more worthy of your rifle." 

**It is childish sport, Lucy; yet they are no 
.^ontemptibie additions to the table ; their furs are 
vsefnl, and there is some slcill in shooting them 
—that is, in shooting them properly." 

" If I were a man, I would snoot nothing but 
lions and i%ers, buflaloes or bears !" said his sis- 
ter. 

*'A pmtty Amazon, truly!" said Reginald, 
laughing: " yet, methinlcs, your thoughts are not 
always so warlike. Come, Lucy, now that we 
are alone (fbr our good Baptiste is out of ear- 
shot), you need not pout or blush if I ask you 
whether Bthelston is expected soon to return 1" 

** Indeed, I know not, Reginald," said his sis- 
ter, Mushing in spite of his prohibition. ** His 
last letter to the Colonel mentioned something 
about priirateers, and the rupture with France. 
Papa did not appear desirous of comrounica- 
tiag much upon the suhiect, so I dropped it." 

"True," said Reginald; "the French will not 
soon forg«t or foigive the loss of their fine frig- 
ate, the Insurgent, which was taken the other 
-day so gallantly by the Constellation. I doubt 
not they will endeavour to cripple our trade in 
-die West Indies. Ed want has got a little craft 
•that can run if she cannot fight" 

" I am sure Edward will never run if it is pos- 
sible to fight," said Lucy, a little piqued. 

^ There, again, y<m speak the truth : it is be- 
cause his courage is so tempered by his judg- 
ment, that he is fit to be enirhsttd with other 
lives and property than his own: if it is no^ pos- 
sible to fight, he win have ^nse and skill enough 
to show the Frenchman his heel^.— By-the-hy, 
,Lacy, which vessel is he now commanding t" 

Again there was a decided blush, and almost 
a pout on Lqcv's full lip, as she said, " You know, 
^Mother, chat the 'Adventure,' and ihe * Poeahun- 
'fas,' are both in port, and the vessel he is now on 
board of is the— ^' 

"Oht I remember," said Reginald, laughing; 
** she was to be called the * Lucy ;' but Edward 
•did not choose to hear that name in every com- 
jtton sailor's and negroe's mouth ; so he altered it 
to the * Pride of Ohio,' which means in his vo- 
enbulary the same thing." 

^ 1 wish," said Lucy, ** there was any Mary, 
•or Charlotte, or Catherine, or any other name 
«nder the sun, about which I could tease you ! 
Have a little patience, Mr. Reginald; my turn 
will come: you shall see what mercy I will 
show you then I" 

' Thus did the brothet and sister spar and jest 
with each other until they reached the spot ap- 
pointed for the interview. As they had arrived 
rather before the time, they imagined that the 
War^Eagle had not yet come; but Baptiste, put- 
ting his nnger to his mouih, blew a long shrill 
signal-whistle, and in a few minutes the chief 
appeared, accompanied by Wingennnd. As 
they emerged from the forest, and approached, 
Regina-d looked at his sister to see the effect pro- 
'dnced by their appearance; for the chief was 
dressed m a manner calculated to display his no- 
ble figure and countenance to better hmmag^ 



than OB Aw piwidhg 4»y. Hislnf Unck 
hair was parted on hb fiirehcad, and gathersd 
into a mM8, confined by a narrow fillet mad* 
from the fur of the white weasel, and surmounu 
ed by an eaglet feather. Jtseenied that his vow 
of war and revenge was for the time cancelled: 
for the lines of black paint which had disfigured 
his visage were removed, and the commanding 
form and features were not marred by any gic^ 
tesque or fanciful attire. His brawny neck^vas 
bare, and a portion of bis bold, open chest ap» 
peared beneath the light hunting shirt, wlich 
was his only upper vesture. The ponderous 
war-club was aiill at his girdle, but the scalp had 
disappeared: and his light, free step upon the 
grass was like that of a young elk on a pcairie. 

The dress of Wingeound was unaltered. He 
was still very weak Trom the loss of bloed, and 
the pain consequent upon his wound ; his arm 
rested in a sling, made from the platted bark of 
elm ; and the air of languor cast orer his coun- 
tenance by sleeplessness and sufiering, gave ad* 
ditional effect to the delicacy of his features, and 
the deep dark lustre of his eyes. 

<*Our new brother is Indeed a fine*looking 
creatare I" said Lucy, as War-Eagle draw near. 
''What a haughty step and bearing he hasi 
Wineenund looks loo gentle to be en Indian!" 

** He is as brave as eentle, Lucy ; look at his 
arm 1" and, as she did look at the wounded limb^ 
she remembered that only yesterday it had saved 
her brothei^s life. 

The greeting iietween Reginakl and the two 
Indians was affectionate and cordial; he then 
presented his sister to them both in turn. The 
chieftain, placing his hand upon his heart, fixed 
upon her that penetrating look with whicL he 
had before scrutinized her brother; it was noC 
the bold stare of vulgarity admiring beauty, but 
the child of nature reading after his own mshloa 
a page in her book. 

^* War-Eagle," said Lucy to him, in her >wm 
gentle tone of voiee, '* I know all that passed 
yesterday, and yon are now my brother r 

As she pronounced his name in English, a 
gleam shot from his ejre, and a perceptible and 
sudden change came over his countenance; 
it seemed produced by some unejcpeete(|*asso. 
elation; and Lucy was surprised at the deep 

githos of his voice, as he replisi, " TbeGreat 
pirit has made the sun to shme upon my white 
brother's path I His heart is brave ; his arm is 
strong; and his sister is lil^ a fiower of the 
prairie I— her voice comes upon the ear like a 
pleasant dream !" These last words he spoke 
rather to himself than addressing those around 
him. 

Lucy was not displeased with the Indian's 
complimetti, and was ktcfat to speak to %Ylnge* 
nuna, when Reginald said aloud, '' Come, let us. 
withdraw among those thick trees; we have 
many things to talk about." His proposal be- 
ing assented to, the whole party were soon re- 
assembled under a branching oak, eoteHwd from 
the public track by a thicket of rhododendron. 

While they were effecting this manoMivre, 
the guide took an opportunity- of interchanging 
a few sentencea with the War-Eagle; the result 
of which was apparently satisfactory to the 
hootat woodsman, for his face instantly resu- 
med its usual frank and careless expression. 

"Lucy," said her brother, "as von have 
thought proper to accompany me here, yoa 
must play your part as Ctueen of the Feast. 
I liof« mr bioibsim viU ntue ibms 'Mabies 
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.miore Ufmjw bao^B Iban from mine." Thii4 
instructed, liucy openeu the canvass package; 
which the guide had hitherto carried, and pre- 
senting the large ride to the chief, she said to 
.him, 

<* War-Eagle, your brother and your white 

sister give you this rifle as a mark of their 

' frien4dship ; and with it thev give you powder 

. and lead enough to shoot ail the deer and bears 

in the territory." 

The chief placed hfsr hand and her brother's 
. both upon his heart, saying, " War-Eagle 
^ shanks you. May the Great Spirit love you 
•^nd guard your path t" 

He then poised and examined the rifle, which 
was a piece of no ordinary beauty and excel* 
^ lence, while Baptiste whispered to him, in his 
««own language, '* It is ioaded." 

Lucy then turned to Wingenuad, and present- 
ing hira with the lighter fowling-piece, said to 
..him, " With this, a sister thanks Wingenund 
lor a brother's life." 

< The boy cast his eyes modestly to the ground, 

-saying, " Wingenund is too happy. War-Ea- 

'sle will tell his name to the braves in council. 

The sister of Ketis is good to him; Wingenund 

is ready to die 1" 

<^ Indeed," said Lucy to the guide, " I fear he 
is very faint and ill; ask the chief how he pass- 
•led the night !" 

« Wingenund is not ill," said the boy, with a 
4imile ; " he is very happy." 

Meanwhile, Baotiste nayine conferred with 
the chief, leplieu, " Why, Miss Lucy, the 
. wound was a very bad 'un, and he lost a power 
K>' blood; once or twice in the night, War-Eagle 
thought he might not get over it; but he is Mt- 
ter now, and though unable to bear much fa- 
tigue, he's a hardy young plant, .and will take 
^s much killing as an eeL" 

"Come, Baptiste," said Reginald; "I know 
• you put something to eat and drink into that 
sack with the ammu|iition: War-Eagle must 
feast with us to-day." 

The guide, opening his capacious wallet; 
<lrew from it a venison pasty, some bread, and 
a couple of bottles of Madeira. Lucy djitUined 
taking more than a crust of bread, mAn&¥ tast- 
ing the wine to the health of the huntei^ -'^iage* 
nund was equally abstemious, and sat a little 
«apart with his new sister; while Reginald, Bap« 
iiMe, and the chief made a more substantial 
luncheon. The lattei; being asked, by Reginald, 
Jiow he liked the wine, replied, cardessly, 
" Good." But it was evident that he drank it 
father iirom courtesy than because it pleased his 
palate. 

Reginald now desired the guide to speak to 

the War-Eagle in his own tongue, and to gather 

^from him all the requisite particulars for his 

ioiaing the Delawares in their summer-hunt 

beyond the MisslssippL He had long been 

anxious to visit some of those scenes which 

"Baptiste had so often described; and his father 

having expressed a wish that he should go to 

St. Louis on some business connected with his 

. investments in the fur-trade, he thought that so 

fair an opportunity ought not to be lost. 

While the guide and the chief conversed in a 
low and earnest tone of voice, and Reginald 
listened with an idle curiosity, imagining now 
:and then that he oonld catch their meaning,^ 
i^cy became much interested in her conversa- 
tion with Wingenund ; she was surprised at his 
inteUigutce aod profioienqjr la EnjgUsfa^ aj^d Wfis 
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touched by the jnelaaaholy expKSsioft ojf.Jiia 
countenance and of his deep lustrous eyes, A& 
she was speaking, he suddenly and impressively 
placed his finger on her "arm, then raised it tc 
his own lips, as a sign to her to be silent, the* 
creeping two or three yards from the party, he 
threw himself at full length on the grass with 
his ear to the ground. Lucy listened attentive- 
ly, but could bear nothing but the genile breeze 
stirring the leaves, and the regular sound of 
SnowdiY)p'9 teeth as he nibbled the young grass. 

The three hunters were still busy -with their 
arrangements for the summer, when Winge- 
nund, resuming his sitting posture, uttered an 
almost imperceptible sound, like the hiss of a 
small serpent; mstantly, as if by instinct, the 
War-Eagle grasped his rifle, and looked in- 
quiringly on the intelligent countenance of the 
boy. 

" Wingenund hears men and horses," was 
the short reply. 

Baptiste strained his practised ears to the ut- 
most, as did Reginald* without success. Even 
War-Eagle seemed for a moment unable to 
catch the 80un<^-he then whispered to Regi- 
nald, " Wingenund speaks truth, there are men 
— ^not a few." 

Several minutes elapsed before our hero and 
the guide could distinguish the tramp of horses 
and the voices of men speaking angrily. 

Our hero and his narlv being eflectnally 
screened from view by tne aense Imtrel* thicket, 
could listen unobserved to the conversation ox 
those who were approaching; and the following 
expressions, delivered in a loud and authorita- 
tive tone, at once attracted and absorbed their 
attention: '*It is impossible that the fellow 
should escape, we have scouts out in every di- 
rection. There can be no doubt that the camp 
which we have just found in the woods is the 
one where he passed the night with other Red- 
skins, for the embers are still warm. Dicken- 
son and Brown are gone south towards ]Vl.ri- 
(Btta ; Henderson and his party are tracking the 
prairies to the north ; it is impossible he should 
long escape; and young Hervey thinks he should 
know him anywhere !'^ 

While the person who appeared to be the lead- 
er of the unseen party was thus speaking, War- 
Eagle whispered a few sentences to Wingenund, 
to which the intelligent youth only replied by a 
look; the chief then conversed apart, in a low, 
earnest voice, with the guide, who ended hj 
grasping his hand, and saying, in the Delaware 
tongue, " Grande-Hiche will do it at the risk of 
hislife." 

The chief appeared satisfied, and rising with 
calm dignity, he tiefhtened the belt at his waist, 
to which he hong his newly-acquired knife and 
ammunition ; and throwing his rifle into the hol- 
low of his leA arm, he said to Reginald, «* War- 
Eagle must leave his brother Netis; Grande- 
HAcbe will tell him all ; before two moons have 

Eassed, Netis will come to hunt the bison with 
is brother; and he shall smoke with the braves 
of the Lenap^." 

" He will," replied Reginald, warmiy pressing 
his hand, and at the same tune passing the cor- 
nelian ring upon one of the fingers of the chieC 
** If the Great Spirit gives him life, he will come 
and hunt, and smoke with his Lenap^ brother." 
The chief, now turning to Lucy, drew froia 
his head the eagle feather which waa paased 

* In tho W«Bttn CMm, tka riMdodeadiai is fMMiaQr 
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vKranglh Ms Kair^ and which irat quaintly sulli- 
ed, and oraamented with porcupine qnills ; ofl^r- 
«ng it graccfally to her, he said, in a voice of 
masical gentleness, «'War-Eagle wishes happi- 
ness to the 'pale flower of Mooshanne:' manv 
braves have uied to plnck this- feather from bis 
head; no Dacotah nor Pawnee has tonched it 
and lived I The sister of Netis may fasten it in 
her hair— let none but a brave warrior raise his 
eyes to it there." 

•« Thank yon, dear War-Eag!e," said Lncy, 
kindly, '* I promise yon it shall never be tonched 
by an unworthy hand; and do you take this 
string of red beads," giving him at the same 
time a coral necklace, " and wear it for the sake 
of yonr white sister." 

The chief received this gift with evident pleas- 
ure; and waving his hand in adieu, whispering 
at the same time one parting word to Winge- 
^ond, he strode leisurelv away, and was soon 
lost in the deep glades or the forest 



CHAPTER IX. 

Hofw Reginald Bnadcm retnnitd to Moothanne with his 
Sister, accompeiiied bj Wiafenvad; and what befell 
them OB the Road. 

LvcT Brandon was not a little surprised at 
the chiePs sudden departure, and with the frank- 
ness natural to her character, inquired of her 
brother whether he could explain its cause; Re- 
ginald appeared either unable or unwilling to do 
so; and an appeal to the guide produced only 
ihe following unsatisfactory reply: 

•* War-Eagle is like the bird after which he*s 
tailed— it ain't easy to explain or to follow his 
flight." 

Wingenund remained silent, but every now 
and then he fixed his bright and speaking eyes 
upon Lucy, as if be would divine ner thougfhts. 
That young lady, though at a. loss to account 
for her embarrassment, entertained a fear that 
all was not right, and proposed to her brother to 
return to Mooshanne. 

Snowdrop was soon caught, and the little par- 
ty moved leisurely homeward, Reginald and the 
euide leading the way, and Wingenund walking 
by the side of Lucy's pony; after riding a few 
minutes, she recovered her spirits, and remem- 
t>ering that there was no foundation for any sur- 
mises of evil, she resumed the conversation with 
iier young companion, which the chiers depart- 
ure had interrupted. "Tell me, Wingenund, 
who is the * Black Father,' of whom you speak T" 

"He is very good," said the boy, senously; 
■<he talks with the Great Spirit; and he tells us 
all that the Great Spirit has done ; how He made 
the earth, and the water; and how He punishes 
bad men, and makes good men happy.''^ 

"He is a white man, theni" said Lucy. 

" He is," replied the lad; "but though he is a 
white man. he always speaks truth, and does 
good, and drinks no nre-water, and is never an- 
gry." 

What a humiliating reflection is it, thought 
Lucy to herself, that in the mind of this young 
lavage, the idea of white men is naturally asso- 
ciated with drunkenness and strife ! " Tell me, 
Wingenund,^' she continued, "is the * Black Fa- 
ther' old r 

"Many winters have passed over his head, 
and their snow rests upon bis hair." 

" Dom he live with you alwaysl" 

M He eomea and he goes, like th^KHUhkit and 



the rain; heisalwsyawcieoiM; and llM Lamp* 
love him." 

" Can he apeak your tongao well T 

" He speaks many tongues, and tries to mate 
peace between the tribes, but he loves the Le- 
napi, and he teaches *the Prairie-bird' ta talk 
with the Great SpiriL" 

" Does your sister speak to the Black Father 
in her own tongue 1" 

" Sometimes, and sometimes In the Engliah ; 
but often in a strange tongue, written on a f^at 
book. The Black Father reads it, and the Frai- 
rie-bird opens her ears, and looks on bis foce. 
and loves his words; and then she tells them all 
to me. But Wingenund is a child of the Lena- 
p6— he cannot understand these things!" t 

"You will understand them," said Lucy, 
kindly, "if you only have patience; you know*' 
she added, smiling, "your sister understand»- 
them, and she is a Lenap^ tool" 

"Yes," said the boy; "but nobody is like 
Prairie-biid." 

" She must, indeed, be a remarkable person,** 
said Lucy, humouring her young companion's 
fancy; "still, as you have the same father and 
mother^ and the same blood, whatever she learns, 
you can learn too." 

" I have no father or mother," said Winge^ 
nund, sadly, and he added, in a mysterious 
whisper, drawing near to Lucy, "Prairie-bird 
never had a father or mother." 

"Never had a father or mother!" repeated 
Lucy, as the painful thoucht occurred to her, 
that jM>or Wingenund was deranged. 

" Never," said the bov, in the same tone ; " she 
came from tkere/* pointing, as he spoke, to- 
wards the northwest quarter of the heaven. 

" How melancholy is it," said Lucy to her- 
self, " to think that this brave, amiable bov is 
so afflicted! that so intelligent and quick a 
mind is like a lyre with a broken string! Still," 
thought she, "I will endeavour to understand >. 
his meaning, and to undeceive him." ^ ^ 

" Dear "wingenund, yon are mistaken— your 
sister had the same father and' mother as your- 
self; she may have learned mnch, and may un- 
derstttjd things strange to you, but you might 



learigfc^m too." 
■Wroi 



g^Dund's father and mother are dead,'* 
said the boy, in a vdice of deep and suppressed 
emotion; "he will not tell you hovf they died, 
for it makes his heart throb and his eyes bare; 
but you are good to him, and shall not see his 
anger. Prairie-bird never had a father; the 
Great Spirit gave her to the Lenap*." 

While Lucy was musing how she should ei^ 
deavour to dispel this strange delasion which 
seemed to have taken such firm hold of her 
young companion's mind, Reginald and Bap- 
tiste baited, and the latter sara, " You see thau 
party approaching; they may put some trouble- 
some questions, leave me to answer them* 
Wingenund, you know what I mean 1" 

" wingenund does not understand English,* 
said the boy, a slight smile of irony Inrklpg ia 
the comer of his mouth. 

The approaching party consisted of eight or 
ten men, all armed with rifles, excepting two, 
who were mounted, and who carrfea cutlasses 
and large horse-pistols; among the pedestrians 
towered the gigantic form of young Mike Smith, 
who has already been presented to the reader 
before the store of David Moir, in Marietta ;. 
and among the horsemen was the younger Her- 
' Tfty, leading his flridda to accmr the whole conu 
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117 in satrek pfiku sUyer.orhis brother; they 
were all in a high state of excitement ; and de- 
spite the cool and unmoved demeanonr 6f. the 
^)de, he waa not without appreheilsion that 
they might desire to wreak their vengeance on 
Wingenund. 

" Ha ! Baptiste," said Hervey, grasping the 
guide's hand; "you are the very man we are 
in search of; we have already been to the colo- 
nel's, and he told us we should find you with 
his son, and with Mis Brandon, in this quaner. 
~We want your assistance, man, and that speed- 
ily, too." 

"How can I serve you?" said the guide; 
''what is ihe matter 1 you seem bent on a hunt." 

" A hunt 1" exclaimed Hervcy, " yes, a hunt 
of a Redskin devil! Harkee, Baptiste t" and 
stooping from his horse, hp repeated to the guide 
in a low voice, but clear enough to be heard by 
all present, the circumstances attending his 
brother's death. 

** A daring act, indeed," said the guide, mu- 
sing; " but could not you follow the trail while 
it was fresh yesterday V* 

" We followed it to a creek leading to the 
Muskingum, and there we lost it." 

*' Can you describe the appearance of the In- 
dian 1" inquired the guide. 
' " A tall, handsome fellow, as straight as a 
poplar, and with a leap like a painter, so he 
seemed ; but d— n Mm, he gave me such a knock 
oa the head, that my eyes swam for five min- 
utes." 

A cold shudder ran thsough Lucy's limbs as, 
'Comparing this slight sketch of War- Eagle with 
his sudden departure and the guide's caution to 
Wingenund, she recognised in the chief the ob- 
ject of their search : glancing her eye timidly at 
Wingenund, she could read on his countenance 
no trace of uneasiness ; he was playing with 
^oow4rop's mane ; bis gun resting on the ground, 
And he himself apparently unconscious of what 
was passing. 

After a minute's reflection, the guide contin- 
ued : " You say that the Indian's rifle was bro- 
ken in half; did you notice anything about it V 

''Nothing: it was a strong coarse piece; we 
liave brought the stock with us; here it is," he 
added, calling up one of his party to whom it 
had been entrusted. 

The guide took it in his hand, and at the first 
glance detected the imitation of a feather, rough- 
ly but distinctly cut with a knife; his own sus- 
picions were at once confirmed, although his 
eeuntenance betrayed no change of expression ; 
but Mike Smith, who had been looking over his 
shoulder, had also observed the marks of the 
leather, and noticed it immediately aloud, ad- 
^ng, " Come, Baptiste, yon know all the Ingian 
^marks between Alleghany and the Missouri; 
what Redskin has this belonged to %" 

<'Mike," said the guide coolly, "a man's 
•tongue must shoot far and true to hit such a 
mark as that." 

<< i^nd yet, Baptiste, if I'd been as long at the 
'fading and trappinsr as you, I think I'd a' know'd 
•something about it." 

"Ay, that's the way of it," replied Baptiste; 
<<you young 'uns a.ways think you can shave 
a hog with a horn spoon ! I 'spose. Master Mike, 
^ou can tell a buzzard from a mocking-bird ; but 
if I was to show you a feather, and ask you wAat 
buzzard it belonged to, the answer migat not he 
•asy to find.." 

^* You're an old fool," growls^ Miltt angrily} 



and he added as his eft rested siic|dsnlT xmfi 

Wingenund, ''what cub is that j$tanding hy 
Miss's while pony 1 we'Jl see if he knows this 
mark. Come here, you devil's brat." ^. 

Not a muscle in the boy's face betrayed^ 
consciousness that he was addressed. 
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Reginald's fiery temper was ill calculated to 
brook the young backwoods-man's coarse and 
violent language ; placing himself directly be- 
tween him and Wingenund, he said to the for- 
mer in a stem and determined tone, ''Master 
Smith, you forget yourself; that boy is one of 
my company, and is not to be exposed either to 
insult or injuiy." 

" Here's a pretty coil about a young Redskin," 
said Mike, tiying to conceal his anger under a 
forced laugh; "how do we know that he ain't a 
brother or a son of the Ingian we're in search of: 
s' blood, if we co\ild find out that he was, we'd 
tar him, and bum him over a slow fire !" 

" 1 tell you again," said Reginald, " that he is 
guilty of no crime; that he saved my lifis yester- 
day at the risk of his own, and that while I live 
neither you nor any of your party shall touch a 
hair of his head." 

Baptiste fearing the result of more angry words, 
and. moved by an appealing look from Miss 
Brandon, now interposed, and laying his hand 
on Smith's shoulder, said, " Come, Master Mike, 
there i^no use in threatening the young Red- 
skin when yoir see that he does not understand 
a word that you say ; tell me what you wish to 
inquire of him, and I will ask him in his own 
tongue." 

"His tongue be d— d," said Mike; "I'll wa- 
ger a hat against a ^ilon of David Muir's be«^, 
that the brat knows £nglish as well as vou or 1, 
although he seems to have nothing to do but to 
count the tassels on the ed^e of his shirt. I'll, 
show you without hurting him," he added in a 
lower tone, " that I'm not far wrong." 

" You swear not to injure him 1" said Reginald, 
who overheard what passed. 

" I do," said Mike ; " I only want to show you 
that he can't make a fool of Mike Smith." 
Here he called up one of the men from the 
rear; and having whispered something in bis 
ear, he said in a loud and distinct tone of voice, 
"Jack, we have ibundout that this Indian cub 
belongs lo the party, one of whom murdered poor 
Hervey. Life for life is the law of the back- 
woods; do you step a little on one side; I wil' 
count four, and when 1 come to the four, split 
me the young rascal's head, either with a bullet 
or with your axe." 

" For Heaven's sake, as you are men," ex 
claimed Lucy in an agony, "spare him!" 

"Peace, Miss Brandon," said Mike; "yom 
brother will explain to you that it must be so." 

The guide would fain have whispered a word 
to the boy, but he was too closely watched by 
Smith, and he was obliged to trust to Winge- 
nund's nerves and intelligence. 

"Are you ready, Jackl" said Mike audibly. 

"Yes!" and he counted slowly, pausing be- 
tween each number: one — two— <Are«/ At the 
pronunciation of this last word Wingenund, 
whose countenance had not betrayed by the 
movement of^a muscle, or by the expression of a 
single feature, the slightest interest in what was 
passins:, amused himself by patting the greal 
rough head which Wolf robbed against his 
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feknd, ftvif idtalhr memtteicMis that the deadljt 
lieafioii was nuied, aod that the next woid 
lh>m th« hoAter's lip» -was to tie his death wai^ 

TUkL 

I *«D— n it, joa are right after ali, Baptiste," 
said Mike Smith; "the brat certainly does not 
understand as, or he'd have prieked his ears 
when 1 came to namber three ; so, do you ask 
him in his own lingo if he knows that mark on 
the rifle-Butt, and can tell us to what Redskin 
tribe it belongs r* 

The guide now addressed a few words to 
Wingenuod in the Delaware tongue, while Re> 
einaid and Lucy interchanged a glance of won- 
der and admiration at the boy's sagacity and 
ODurage. ' 

'*He tells me that he has seen this mark 
before," said the gaide. 

** Has he r replied Biike ; « ask him whether 
U is that of a Shawnee, or a Wyandoi ; of an 
Iroquois or of a Delaware V* 
, After again conferring with wingenund, the 
guide muttered to himself, ** This youn^ter won*t 
tell a lie to keep a bullet from his brain or a hal- 
ter from his neck ; I must act for him." He ad- 
ded in a loader tone, <* Mike, a word with you : 
it is not unlikely that the Ingtan you're in search 
of is the same who gave the boy that wound, 
and who tried to kill Master Reginakl yesterday ; 
if it is so, he wants no more punishing; he has 
bis allowance already." 

'* How sol" said Mike. 

"He is dead, man— killed on the spot Do 
you and Hervey meet me here to-morrow an 
Iiont before noon ; I will take you to the place 
where the body is buried, and you shall judge 
for yourselves yrhether it is that of the man yon 



«It's a bargain," said Mike, << we'll eome to 
the time; now, lads, fot^aid to Hervey's Clear- 
ing. Let's have a merry supper to-night; and 
tn-raorrow, if the guide shows us the carcase of 
this rascal, why we can't hurt that much ; but 
we'll pay off a lotie score one day or other with 
some of the Redskms. Sorry to have kept you 
waitin'. Miss, and hope we haven't scared you," 
sUd the rough fellow, making, as he drew off 
his party, an awkward attempt at a parting bow 
to Lucy. 

'< That was a clever turn of Baptiste's " said 
Reginald in a low voice to his sister; ^*he has 
made them believe that the cowardly knave who 
tried to stab me was the perpetrator of the daring 
outrage which they seek to avenge I" 
. ** And was it really War-Eagle 1" said Lucy, 
with a slight shudder. ** He who seems so no- 
ble and so gentle— was it he who did it?" 

" I believe so," said Reginald. 

*< But is it not wrong in us to be friends with 
him, and to aid his escape 1" 

**indeedv" replied her brother, 'Mt admits of 
doubt ; let us ask the guide, he will speak now 
without reserve." And accordingly Reginald 
repeated to Baptiste the question and his sister's 
jcrunles. 

** Why you see. Miss/' said the wary hunter, 
** there is no proofthat War-Eagle did it, though 
I confess it was too bold a deed to have been 
done by that dog of a W^^andot; but I will tell 
you. Miss," he added, with increasing energy 
and vehemence, " ir the War-Eagle did it, you 
wil. yourself, when vou know all, «eonfess that 
be did it nobly, and that he deserves no punish- 
ment from man. That elder Hervey was one of 
the blood-thirsty band by whom the harmless 



Christian Indians* ireve'iiiirikn^; Mm is tib»- 
lieved that it was by Ms own hand that Winc«» 
nund's father fell; t/ War-Eagle revenged mil 
cruel marder, and yet spared the iifh of 'fha 
younger brother when lying helpless at bis feet» 
who shall dare to blame him, or move a foot in 
his pursuit 1" 

"He speaks the truth, Lucy," said her bn>ther ; 
^* according to the rules by which retaliation U 
practiced by mankind, War-Eagle woald have 
been justified in punishing with death such an. 
act ol unprovoked atrocity ; but it is a danger- 
ous subject 10 discuss : you had better forget all 
you have heard about it; and in case of farther 
inquiries being made in your presence, imitate 
the happy unconsciousness lately displayed by 
Wingenund." 

**Come here, my dear young brother," he 
added in a kindlv tone, "and tell us— did you 
really think that hot-headed chap was going to- 
shoot you when he counted number three 1" 

•< Not" said the boy, with a scornful smile. 

** And why noti for he's a violent and angry 
man." 

*' He dared not," was the reply. 

"How sol" 

X He' is a fool I" said the boy, in the same 
scornful tone; "a fool scarcely fit to frighten 
the f((wn of an antelope ! If he had touched me, 
or attempted to shoot me, Netis ainl Qrande- 
HAche would have kiUed him immediately." * 

"You are rieht, my young" brave," said Regi- 
nald, " he dared not hurt you. See, dear Luey,*^' 
he added apart to his sister,^ "what a ripejndg- 
ment, what a heroic spirit, what nerves or iron, 
are found in the slenoer frame of this tPOdo^ed 
boy, exhausted by fhiigue and suflhring!^ , " 

"We will at least give him a hearty supper," 
said Lucy, " and an aJSTectionate welcome to our 
home." 

Wingenund thanked her with hfs dark-eyes^ 
and the little party proceeded leisurely, without 
incident or interrupuon, to Mooshanne. j^ 



CHAPTER X. 

Ib which the Raader is vnceremoiiioasly tmssported to- 
another Element in ComninT with JStheUton ; the laUar 
is left In a dlsagreeakle mqieoment 

It is time that we should now turn our atten- 
tion to Ethelston, who is mueh too important a 
personage in our narrative to be so long neglect- 
ed, and respecting whose safety Lucy began ta- 
fed the jealous anxiety of lova; for " The Pride^ 
of Ohio" had been long expected in Marietta, 
and several French frigates and corvettes were 
reported to be cruising among the West India 
Islands, actively engaged in revenging upon 
American comoieree the loss which they had 
sustained in the Insurgente. We shall soon see 
that Lucy's alarm was 'not altogether ground- 
less, and that her lover's prolonged absence waa- 
not without sufficient cause. About a month 
preceding the oocarrences detailed in the hist^ 
chapter, Ethelston, having landed his merchan- ^ 
dise in safety at Port Roy^l, and having takeii 
on board a small cargo of sagar and coffee, pro- 
pared to return to New Orleans ; he had heard ' 
of the French men-of-war cruising in the neigh- 
bourhood, and prudently resolved to risk as little 

* Allndinirttgva to the maitaen «f th* IfonTiaa M* 
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as po«|iU«iOii thi»fri0t ^ took, tirardbre) Moti- 
rities fur a great portion of the amount due to 
kiin, whiob lie left in the charge of tto vessel's 
tonsignees* and conTeyed on board only a suffi- 
cient cargo to put The Pride of Ohio in perfect 
•ailing trim, and to give her a fair chance of es- 
cape in case she were chased by an enemy ; his 
little brig was well rigged and manned, and he 
Mi conftdent that few, if any, of the French 
cruisers would match her for speed. His mate 
or saihng-master wasGregson, a hardy, weather- 
beaten old sailor, who had served on board every 
kind of craft, from a man-of-war to a fishing- 
cobble, and knew every headland, reef, and cur- 
irent in that dangerous sea, as well as a Liver- 
pool pilot knows the banks and shoals in the 
mouth of the Mersey. The Pride of Ohio 
mounted three guns : two eighteen pound oar- 
Tonades, and one long nine pounder ; ten stout 
fellows and a black cook formed her comple- 
ment ; the kist-mentioned person deserves spe- 
cial notice, as he was a character strangely 
formed by the alternations of fortune which he 
had seen. A native of the interior of western 
Africa, he had, in early life, been chosen, on ac- 
OMmt of hiseztraordinary strength and courage, 
adiief of the Luoumi tr^ to which he belong- 
ed ; but havmg been unfortunately made a pris- 
oMr, he was taken down to the coast and sold 
to a slaver ; thence he had been conveyed to 
Miiie of the Spanish islands, and afterwards to 
Virginia, where he had come into the possession 
of Cotonel Brandon, who, finding him possess- 
ed of many good qualities, and of a sagacity very 
rare among his countrymen, had ofifered him his 
liberty whea he moved to Ohio ; but Cupid (for 
so was the negro called) had grown so much 
attached to his master, that he begged to be al- 
lowed to remain in his service, and from one 
cmpliqrment to. another, had now become cook 
and steward oh board The Pride of Ohio. In 
frame he- was Herculean ; and though he rarely 
exerted his strength, he had shown on various 
occasions that it was nearly, if not quite, equal 
to that of any other two men in the vessel. He 
spoke but little, and was sullen and reserved in 
his manners ; but as he never disobeyed orders, 
and never was guilty of aggression or violence, 
Cnpid was, upon the whole, a favourite with the 
crew. 

To Ethelston he was invaluable ; for he was 
always at his post, was scrupulously honest with 
respect to money or stores placed under his 
charge, and on more than one occasion his 
shrewdness and readiness had surprised his 
young commander. The captain (fur so was 
Ethelston called on board) always treated Cupid 
ILidly, and never allowed him' to be made the 
subject of those jeers and insults to which free 
negroes in the States are usually exposed ; on 
this account the cook, who never forgot that he 
had been a warrior, entertained towards hini 
the warmest feelings of attachment and grati- 
tude. 

How or where he bad obtained the name he 
bore, none seemed to know ; and Ethelston re- 
membered having heard that when first he came 
into Colonel Brandon's possession, and was 
asked his name, he had sullenly replied, " The 
^name I once hadis at home : a slave has neither 
aame nor hoiHfl|' A terrible gash across his 
^rt^ijBad aad WK ehcak (received, probably, in 



the war when be wah captored^ fasd disfigured 
a countenance that had biten originally expras- 
sive of haughtiness and determination, and had, 
periiaps, led the slave-dealer to bestow upon 
hirn in irony the name by which he was now 
called. 

The Pride of Ohio had made good t«ro days 
of her homeward passage, when, in endeavour 
ing to round a point on the southern coast ot 
Cuba, Ethelston descried a ship some miles to 
windward, and ahead, which a careful examina- 
tion through his glass convinced him was a 
French frigate. His mate being bdow at the 
time, he sent for him on deck, anxious to see 
whether the experienced sailor's observation 
would confirm his opinion. As sootf'jl^e ap^ 
peered, handing him the glass, he sai lmVO reg- 
son, see what you make of that feilcMn our 
larboard bow." 

"Make of her!" said the' tifaieV *^ the devil* 
take him that made her, and him that brought 
her athwart us, say I, captain ! She's a French- 
man ; and though we can't well see her hull yet, 
I doubt it won't be long before we see her row 
of teeth." 

" I thought so myself," said Ethelston. '* We 
must hold our course steady ; and if we can 
round the point, we may then bear away, and 
show her a pair of heels. Turn* the hands up, 
Gregson ; trim the sails, and stand by for a run. 
Put Harrison at the helm ; he can keep her a 
point nearer than that youngster." 

"Ay, ay, sir!" was the reply; and having 
executed the order, he returned to Ethelston, 
who was still sweeping the southern horizon 
with his glass, and examining the strange ship, 
whose hull was now distinctly risible. 

The young man's countenance wore a grave 
expression, as, returning the glass to h\8 mate, 
he said, ** Gregson, it is, as we suppoeled, a 
French frigate. We may, perhaps, creep along 
under the shore without his noticing our smaS 
craft." 

The old seaman riveted the glass upon the 
stninger, as if he wished to count every sail and 
plank. During the examination, he grunted two 
or three inarticulate ejaculations, in unison with 
which his hard fieatures underwent various con- 
tortions ; and his young commander waited with 
no little impatience for what he called his ** over- 
hauling." 

*' She's neither more nor less than that infernal 
*Epervter,' commanded by L'Estrange. She*s 
one of the fastest sailers in their navy ; and as 
for our creeping past her without being seen, 
he's the wrong sort o' man for that fun : herring 
or whale, all's fisli for his net !" 

" I have often heard of hun," said Ethelston 
"they say he's a fine feltew." 

" That he is, to give the devil his due, as jolly^ 
an old dog as ever lived, and much too good a 

I seaman for a Mounseer. Look'ee there, qiap- 
tain," added he, after another squint through the 
glass ; " he's altering his course already — two 
or three points free, and the reefs shaken out o* 
the tops'ls. We shall hear from him soon." 

" Can we give him the slip by bearing up for 
the eastern passage 1— We should then show 
him our tail ; and a stem chase is a long one." 

I" We might try if you wish it, captain ; but 
it blows fresh| and she won't be very fond ol 
this lee shore. I thmk, if you allow me to ad- 
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^rise, we*d better hng it ; take the chance of a 
long shot in roanding Ihet headland, and then 
run for the inner channel behind the lale of 
Pines. He*U not be ader following ns there ; 
or, if he does, the frigate*s keel will chance to 
scrape acquaintance with a reef" 

" YoQ are right, Gregson," said Ethelston. 
" The pride may fetch that point on this tack. 
Keep a close luff, Harrison.** 

'' Luff it is, sir,** was the reply, as Ethelston 
went below to consult his chart, and to prepare 
himself for entering the intricate channel be- 
tween the Isla de Pinos and the main island. 

The gallant little brig weU sustained her high 
character as a sailer, ^nd dashed her bows fear- 
lessly through the foaming waves, under a press 
of canvass such as few vessels of her tonnage 
could have borne. The breeze was freshening, 
and the frigate now shaped her course with the 
.evident intention of cutting off the chase from 
rounding the headland before mentioned. 

The men on board the brig were now dos- 
tered forward, anxiously debating the probable 
issue ; while Cucip steamed away in his ca- 
boose, preparing the dinner as quietly as if there 
had been no frigate to windward, nor a rock- 
t>ound shore to leeward ; but though he seemed 
thus busied in his usual avocations, he cast ev- 
ery now and then his dark eye upon the Eper- 
vier ; and few on board coukl estimate better 
than himself the danger of their situation. 

Ethelston having finished a careful ezamina- 
tipn of his chart, now came on deck, and a sin- 
gle glance sufficed to shew hiatj. that be could 
not round the point a-head without coming 
within range of the frigate*s guns: but the brig 
had kept her offing, and he had little doubt of 
her making good her escape, unless she were 
•crippled by a shot from the enemy. 

The Epervier now hoisted her colours for the 
brig to heave-to ; and that being disregarded, 
she fired a shot which fell short of her bows. 
Finding that no notice was taken of this, L*Es- 
trange ordered bis first lieutenant to fire at the 
saucy brig in good earnest, to bring her to her 
senses. Fortunately for the latter, there was 
■a short, angry sea runniqg, and the distance be- 
ing considerable, the first shot did not take ef- 
fect. Several of the hands on board the brig 
had served in men-of-war ; these were now 
oracles among their messmates, and they look- 
ed with some anxiety at their young captain, 
curious to see how he would behave under fire, 
for they believed he had never smdt powder : 
and althougt strict and firm in his comxrand, 
uc was usually so gentle and quiet in hie man- 
ner, that they considereo him rather a studious 
than a fighting character. Their curiosity was 
not, however, much gratiff»4i for Ethelston. 
without appearing to notice the frigate, kept his 
eye steadily fixed on the cape ahead ; and after a 
brief silence, he said, **Gregsonthere*s a strong 
current which sets in shore here, * the Pride* 
cannot weather that point on this tack." 

" You are right, sir,*' said the mate ; L*£s- 
trange has got his bristles up, he is nearing us 
«very minute, and if we carry on this course, 
in another half hour, both will go ashore.** 

*' Ha !** exclaimed the young captain, the co- 
lour rising in his cheek, as a sudden thought 
ilashed across him. ** If we could ensure that 
■oth would go to pieces among those breAen, 



itWQQld be a gknioiw death for tte liltis ftrif «» 

die !'* 

He spoke these words in an under tone, and 
rather musing to himself than addressing his 
ofilcer. The latter, however^ overheard tbem, 
and looked at him with an astonishment whteh 
he could not repress ; for be also knew as little 
as the crew, of the determined courage that re- 
posed under the calm and quiet demeanour of 
his young commander. Again a wreath of 
smoke issued from the bows of the frigate, and 
a round shot passed through the ringing of the 
chase, doing fortunately no matenal damage, 
but proving that they were now within easy 
range. 

'* I fear it will not do, sir," aaid the mate in 
reply to Ethelston*s last words; **she can pe|^ 
er away at us, and yet make her ofllng gvwd.** 

" Then there remains bat one chance for as," 
said the captain ; " answer her signal, show 
year colours, 'boat ship^ and stand for the frig* 
ate.*' 

The mate was, if- possible, more sorprised 
at this order than he had been before at the pro- 
posal to try and cast both vessels ashore ; bat 
be was too good a seaman to hesitate or to ask 
any questions ; and in a few minutes the gal- 
lant little brig had answered the signal, and 
was standing out. towards the frigate on the 
starboard taek. 

We will now transport the reader for a fow 
minutes on board Epervier, and make him ac- 
quainted with the captain, into whose clutches 
the poor little brig seemed destined to foU. 

L*E8trange was a fine^looking, middle-aged 
man, who had spent the greater part of his life 
at sea, and had married, when very yoong» a 
Spanish Creole, whose beauty was her only 
dower; he had several chiMren by this marriage 
the eldest of whom was now a lientenant on 
board his ship; the remainder of the family le- 
sided at Point k Pitre, in Guadaloupe, foritfie 
captain was in truth rather of the * anciea'ae- 
gime ;* he loved his country, but he hated, the 
Directory and other fruits of the French invo- 
lution ; so that he never went to Europe, ^and . 
would have been but rarely employed had be 
not been known to be one of the most- skiUid 
and experienced officers in the French navy. 
Such was the man who now stood on the frig-; 
ate*s quarter-deck, and afler examining " The 
Pride** again through his ^ass, turned to his 
first-lieutenant and desired him to oeaae firing. 
" That obstinate trader,** he added, '* aeeiaSi 
very anxious to escape, and thonght bat little 
of the risk she ran of going ashore, or of being 
riddled by our shot !** 

" Sbe*s one of those saucy Americans^" said 
the lieutenant, ** that think nothing afloat can 
match 'em ; however she's made a mistake this 
time, and I hope, sir, when she's overhauledi 
she*ll prove worth the trouble she's given !*' 

The frigate, by this time, finding herself too 
close in on a lee shore, hauled to the wind, and 
disliking the broken and ragged appearance of 
the coast, determined not to lie-to for the brig 
until she had made sufficient offing. This was 
precisely the calculation that Ethelston had 
made ; and he now paced his deck with a ealm 
and satisfied countenance, while bis men, 
grouped on the forecastle, wei$ quite at a Iqss 
to diacover hiaintentioiis; th^ mate, howaTe; 
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wa« oUurer sigbtcd, ud ooald not withhold bis : 
«dinir»tion from Uie decision and boMoess of a 
]xiana$a?re, the saceesaof whioh muat soon be 
tested. . 

The eaptain of the frigate went below to din- 
ner, having given orders to the lieutenant to 
stand out on the same tack for another half hoar, 
then to lie-to until the brig skould come along- 
«de. 

Meantime, Ethelston, who had kept his eye 
fixed upon the head-land so often mentioned, 
muttering to himself, " she will fetch it now," 
deaired the man at the helm, to yaw the brig 
' about, to throw her op now and then in the 
wind, so as to fall astern of the frigate as much 
as possible, yet not apparently varying the 
course. Having done so as long as he judged 
it practicable without awakening the enemy's 
suspicion, he saw, to his inexpressible delight, 
the frigate shorten sail to enable him to come 
up ; instantly seising this advantage, he order- 
ed his mate to put -the brig about, and run for 
the Isle of Pines. It may well be imagined that 
this bold manoeuvre was not many moments un- 
perceived onboard the frigate ; and L'Estrange's 
4istonishment was great, when from the noise 
overhead, and from the heeling of the ship, he 
found that her course was altered. Springing 
on deck, he saw that he had been outwitted by 
the saucy brig, which was crowding all sail, 
and seemed not unlikely to effect her escape. 
The old captain chafed, and stormed, and swore 
that the obstinate little trader should pay dear- 
ly for her insolence. 

The |!pervier was a fast sailer, and as she 
BOW dashed the spray from her bows under a 
pess of canvass, it was soon evident that the 
big could not yet round the point withoat com- 
kig within range of her guns. 

£thelston*s mind was now made np; and 
Hading his men cheerful and inspirited by the 
success of his manoeuvre, he yet hoped to bring 
fm veiisel into the intricate channel behind the 
inland, where the frigate would not venture to 
follow ; it was not long before she again saluted 
bim, and one of the shot passing through the 
t>rig's bulwarks close to him, shivered the bin- 
Bade into a hundred pieces. Observing symp' 
toms of uneasiness in the man at the helm, and 
that he swerved from the course, Ethelston 
gave him a stern reproof^ and again desired 
Harrison to come to the helm. The frigate, 
which still held the weather-gage, seemed now 
resolved to cut off the brig from the headland, 
and to sink her if she attempted to weather it. 
!Ethelston saw his full danger, and was prepared 
to meet it ; had he commanded a vessel of war, 
however small, he would not have shrunk from 
the responsibility he was about to incur ; but, 
remembering that his little brig was but a trader, 
and that the crew osght not to be exposed with- 
out their own consent to danger so imminent 
as that before them, he desired Gregson to call 
them aft, when he addressed them as follows : 

" My lads, — ^you see the scrape we are in ; if 
we can round that point we may yet escape but 
lo do so, we must run within a few hundred 
yards of the frigate's broadside. ■ What say you, 
my lads, shall we strike, or stand the chance I 
— a French prison, or hurrah fo^the BaJiseT' 

*' Hunah for the Balise,'* shouted the men, 
luuinated by their young ooomiander's wm^ds 
G 



and by his fearless betirldg; so the Hltle brig 
held on her way. 

A few minutes prov«d that he had neither 
magnified nor underrated the danger ; his chart 
gare him deep water round the headland ; and 
be now ordered Harrison to keep her away, and 
let her run ckise in shore, thereby increasing her 
speed, and the distance from thie enemy. 

The surprise and wrath of L'Estrange, at the 
impudent daring of a craft which he now per- 
ceived to be really nothing but an insignificant 
trader, are not to be described. He bore up 
afler her, and having desired the men to stand 
to their guns, generously determined to give the 
saucy chase one more chance, but Ending his 
repeated signal for her to heave-to, disregarded, 
he reluctantly gave the order to fire. Fortunate- 
ly for ** The Pride," the sea was running high, 
and naval gunnery had not then reached fiie 
perfection which it has since attained; and 
though her rigging was cut up from stem to 
stem, and her fore-topmast was shot away, and 
though she received several shot in her hull, riie 
still answered her helm, and gallantly ronnding 
the point, ran in shore, and was in a few min- 
utes among shoals which, to her light draught, 
were not dangerous, but where it would have 
been madness in the frigate to follow. ' 



CHAPTER XI. 

Ethelffton*! ftirther AdTeotam at aea, sad htm he h» 
came CaptoK and CapUve In a very ihort space of Una 

It seemed almost miraoirioos that not a man 
on the ** Pride of the Ohio*' Was killed by the 
frigate*s broadside, nor was one wounded, ex- 
cepting Ethelston, who received a sligMlte^in 
the left arm from a splinter ; bat he paid nVkt- 
tention to it, and calmly gave all the requisite 
ordera for repairing the dunaged spara and rig* 

As soon as all was made snug, he let the men 
go below to dinner, and leaning over the shiver- 
ed bulwarks of his little craft, seemed busily em- 
ployed in eonnting the shot that had struck her ; 
but his eyes were for a time, fixed upon the wa- 
ter, through which she was catting her easy 
way, and his thoughts were afar off, as he whis- 
pered almost audibly to himself '^Dear, dear 
Lucy— your namesake is wounded and disfig- 
ured, but she is not disgraced. Thank Heaven, 
no Frenchman's foot has yet trodden her deck, 
and—" 

Here he was interrupted by Gregson, who 
having been eareftiUy observing the frigate 
through his l^lass, came up to him, and said, 
<* Beg pardon, sir, but she is getting ready her 
boats, and the breeze is failing fast ; in another 
hour we shall have scarce a cat*s paw. 

Ethelston started from his short reverie, and 
immediately convinced himself that the mate 
spoke the truth*. ''You are right," said he, 
*' but we have a good hour to spare, for the frig- 
ate is nearly becalmed. Let the men have tbeir 
dinner quietly, say nothing to them about tlie 
matter, and give 'em an extra glass of grog ; but 
no drankenness, Gregson ; they may want the 
full use of their heads and hands to-night ; send 
Cupid to my cabin, and tell him to bring me a 
slice of coldrmeat and a ghtfs of Madeira " 
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53o saying* be went Mow ; the mate looked 
after hiin, and turning bis quid three or four 
times in bis cheek, he rauiteredi "Damme if he 
malses any more count of the frigate's guns or 
boats than a bear does of a bee-hive ! They 
spoilt as good a eommodore as ever stepped a 
deck when they made a trading-skipper of him.'* 
Having vented this characteristic encomium on 
his young commander, the old seaman went for- 
ward to execute his orders. 

Meanwhile i^thelston, consulting bis chart, 
found that the reefs and shoals as laid down. 
Tendered the navigation of the coast extremely 
dangerous even for the light draught of his brig ; 
having only allowed himself a few minutes for 
refreshment, he again went on deck, and ob- 
serving the frigate still becalmed, he ordered the 
' vuite to shorten sail, take soundings, and to de- 
sire the carpenter to make a report of the leak- 
age, or any other serious injury sustained by the 
frigate's shot. ^ 

During this time L*£strange was not idle on 
board the " Epervier." Nettled at the success- 
ful trick played upon him, he resolved as the 
I^reeze gradually died away tooaptuie the chase 
with his boats ; for this duty the launch and the 
l^pnace were assigned : the former had a car- 
ronade and twenty-five hands, and was com- 
manded by his son ; the latter had a swivel, and 
thirteen hands, commanded by a junior lieuten- 
ant. The object of L* Estrange being to prevent 
an unnecessary efibBion d* blood, by sending a 
force strong enough to render resistance hope- 
1^ oil the part of, what be called, a dirty little 
sugar-boat. The crew of The Pride of Ohio, 
etated by the success of their Captain's man- 
oeuvre, and exhilarated by the extra grog served 
out, were in high good humour, and laughing 
(Dver the events of the morning with reckless 
merriment, when they received an order from 
fithelston to come all. On their obeying the 
summons, he again addressed them as follows : 

^My lads, you have thus far ^one your duty 
likeiiien; but our work is not yet over. The 
-Spervier is determined to sink or capture onr 
little drafl.^, she is now getting out her boats for 
thai aervtoO^ if we resist, we shall have warm 
work of it ; if we strike without a fight, we may 
rot in a French dungeon. Again I -ask you, my 
lads, will you stick by The Pride, and hurrah 
for home, or a sailor's grsTO !" 

A hearty and simultaneous cheer from the 
crew was the only reply. 

" I knew it, my lads," continued Ethelston, 
his countenance, usually so calm, now glowing 
with enthusiasm, *' I knew that you would not 
desert her while she could float ! it is now my 
duty to tell you that she has received two awk* 
ward shots just between wind and water line, 
and that she leaks apace. We must stop them 
as well as we may; but be prepared for the 
boats of the Epervier ;-^hey shall at least buy 
us a dear bargain !" 

Ethelston now called the mate, and gave him 
full instructions for the plan of defence from the 
expected attack. The lung gun and the carmn- 
ades were got ready and loaded, the former with 
round shot, the latter with grape ; small arms 
and cutlasses were served out to the men, and 
the deck clcartd of everything that might im- 
pede them in the approaching struggle. Mean- 
time Ethelston ordered to be hoistetia new en- 



sign, given to the bTfg by Lney, and said to be- 
partif worked by her own (hir fingers. As soon 
as it was run up, be sent aloft a boy, with orders 
to nail it to the mast-head, which was done 
amid the repeated cheers of the crew. They 
were not long kept in suspense ; the breeze had 
died away: the flapping sails and creaking 
yards gave the usual sullen indications of a 
calm, when the boats from the Epervier advan- 
ced at a steady and measured stroke towards 
the brig. Ethelston gave the long gun to the 
charge of Gregson, reserving to himself that of 
the carronades ; he issued also special orders 
not to fire, under any circumstances, nntil her 
gave the word, or in case he fell, until they re- 
ceived the order from Gregson, who would suc^ 
oeed him in the command. 

During all these preparations, Cupid appeared 
indifferent to what was passing, and continued 
busily occupied with his pots and pans in the 
caboose. This conduct caused some little sur- 
prise in Ethelston, who knew that the black was 
not the stupid phlegmatic character that he now 
seemed ; and he accordingly sent Gregson to 
inquire whether, in the event of an attack from 
the frigate's boats, he meant to fight ! desiring 
the mate at the same time to ofi^er him a cutlass. 
The African grinned when he received this mes- 
sage, and replied that he meant to do his best. 
He declined, however, the proffered cutlass, in- 
forming the mate, that he had got a toasting^ 
fork of his own, ready for the Mounseers ; as he 
said this, he showed him the fragment of a cap^ 
Stan-bar, the end of Which he had sharpened 
and burnt hard in the hot cinders ; it was an 
unwieldly kind of club, and in the bands of an 
ordinary man, could have beien but of little eer-^ 
vice ; but his gigantic strength enabled him to 
wield it like a comn\^ cudgel. The truth is, 
that Cupid would hafe preferred being armed 
with cutlass and pistol, both of which he could 
use as well as any man on board ; but he had 
tact enough to know that the prejudice against 
his colour forbad his taking his place un decft 
among the other defenders of the vessel. 

The boats being now within hail, Lieutenant 
L'Estrange stood up in the launch and ordered 
the brig to strike her colours, and receiire him 
on board. Finding this order unheeded, he re- 
peated it through the trumpet in a sterner tone, 
adding that, if not immediately obeyed, he 
should fire upon her. Not a man stirred on 
board the brig, neither was any reply made to 
the lieutenant, who forthwith discharged the 
contents of his carronade into her hull, by which 
one man was killed dead, and two were wound- 
ed by splinters ; he then desired his men to pull 
hard for the brig to board her, while others had 
orders to fire small arms at all whom they could 
see above the bulwarks. The boats had ap- 
proached within fifty yards before Ethelston 
gave the word to fire. Gregson pointed the 
long gun upon the smaller boat with so true an 
aim that the heavy shot went clean through her, 
and she filled and went down in a few minutes, 
the survivors of her crew being picked op by 
the launch. Meanwhile, Ethelston fired a vol- 
ley of grape into the latter with terrible cfTect, 
several being killed on the spot, and many 
of the remainder severely wounded. Nothing 
daunted by this murderous fire, the gallant. 
young lieutenant held on his way to the brig^ 
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md again disoharging his carronade at Uie dia- 
«anoe of only a few yards, tier timbers were 
liBarfully rent, and amidst the smolce and confu- 
mwB thereby created, he and his erew scrambled 
up her sides to board. The combat was now 
liand to hand ; nor was it very nneqaal, so 
many of the Frenchmen having been killed and 
wounded in the boats ; they were strong enough, 
^iwever, to make good their footing on deck, 
and inch by inch, they forced back the crew of 
the brig. Ethelston fought with the courage of 
a tion ; his voice was heard above the din of the 
fray, animating his men ; and several of the 
boldest of the enemy had already felt the edge 
of his cutlass. Nor was young L'Estrange less 
gallant in his attack, and his followers being 
more numerous than their opponents, drove 
them back gradually by main force. It was at 
this moment, that* Cupid, who had hitherto re- 
mained unnoticed in his caboose^ thought fit to 
<x)mmence his operations ; which he did by 
throwing a great pan of greasy boiling water 
over three or four of the assailants, and then 
flaying about him with his huge club, which fell- 
>cd a man almost at every blow. The excrucia- 
ting- pain occasioned by the hot liquid, together 
with the consternation produced by this unex-< 
pected attack in their rear, completed the dis- 
may of the Frenchmen. At this crisis young 
L*£strange slipped and fell on the deck ; Greg- 
aon, bestriding him, was about to dispatch him, 
when Ethelston, who was already bleeding from 
a severe cutlass wound in the forehead, rushed 
forward to save him ; but the infuriated youth, 
perhaps mistaking his intention, drew his last 
remaining pistol, and fired with so true an aim, 
that Ethetston's left arm fell powerless at his 
jnde, A flush of anger came over his counte- 
nance; but seeing Gregson again raising his 
hand to dispatch the yonng officer, he again in- 
terposed, and desired the mate to spare him, — 
an order which the seaman ^reluctantly obeyed. 

Ethelston now entreated L'Estrahge to give 
up his sword, and to save farther bloodshed; 
and the young man, seeing that his followers 
were mostly overpowered and wounded, pre- 
sented it with a countenance in which grief and 
ahame were blended with indignation. "Stay," 
said Ethelston ; " before I receive your sword, 
the conditions on which I receive it are, that 
you give your parole, that neither you nor any 
one of your men shall bear arms against the 
United States, during the continuance of this 
war, whether you and I are recaptured or not ; 
and the launch becomes my prize." 

To these terms the youth assented, and or- 
dered such of his men as were not quite disa- 
bled, to lay down their arms. In a few min- 
utes, all who were anbtirt were busily engaged 
in tending the dying and wounded. Fortunate- 
ly an asststant^urgeon, who had volunteered 
on this service from the frigate, was among 
those unhurt, and he set about his professional 
iluties with as much alacrity as if he had been 
in the ward of a hospital. Copid retreated 
quietly to his caboose, and Ethelston continued 
giving hip orders with the same clearness and 
deci8io^ that had marked his whole conduct. 
Young I/Cstrangei looked over the brig's low 
•kles into the water ; his heart was too full for 
vtteranoe; and his captor, with considerate 
lUndoess, abttaioed 6fom addreasing him. The 



surgeon, observing that the blood still flowed 
from the wound on Etbelston's forehead, and 
that his left arm hung at his side, now came and 
offered his services. Thanking him courteous- 
ly, he replied, smiling, '* I took my chance of 
wounds on equal terms with those brave fel- 
lows, and 1 will take my chance of cure on equi|I 
terms also ; when you have attenddid to all those 
who are more seriously hurt, I shall be happy to 
avail myself of your skill." 

The surgeon bowed and withdrew. An audi- 
ble groan burst from the unhappy I/Estrange, 
but still he spoke not; and Ethelston held a 
brief consultation with his mate and the car- 
penter, the result of which was, an order given 
to the former, in a low tone of voice, " to pre- 
pare immediately, and to send Cupid to him ia 
the cabin." 

As he was going down, L'Estrange came to 
him, and asked him, confusedly, and with an 
averted countenance, if he might speak to him 
alone for a minute. Ethelston begged him to 
follow him into bis cabin, when, having shut 
the door, he said, "M. L'Estrange, we are 
alone, pray speak ; is there anything in whicb 
. I can serve you." 

The youth gazed on him for a moment, in an 
agony that could not yet find relief in words, 
and then falling on the floor, b^rst into a flood 
of tears. Ethelston was moved and surprised 
at this violent grief in one whom be had so 
lately seen under the influence of pride and 
passion. Taking him kindly by the hand, 1^ 
said, "Pray compose yourself! these arejvtis- 
fortunes to which all brave mea wni jlilih 
You did all that a gallant officer could ri0; — 
success is at the disposal of a higher power ; I 
you will meet it another day." i 

" Never, never !" said the young lieutenant^ 
vehemently ; " the loss of my boat is nothings; 
the failure of our attack is nothings hm I am a 
dishonoured coward, and Heaven itaolf cannot 
restore a tainted honour t" 

" Nay, nay," replied Ethelston ; " you moat 
not say so. I maintain that you and your crew 
fought gallantly till every hope of success was 
gone— the bravest can do no morel" 

** You are blindly generous," said the youth, 
passionately; "you will not understand me! 
When every hope was gone — ^when I lay at 
the mercy of your mate's cutlass-— you sprang 
forward to save my life. — ^I, like a savago— a 
monster— a coward as I am, — ^fived and tried to • 
kill you ;— even then, without a word of angor 
or reproach, you, although wounded by my pis- 
tol, again interposed, and saved me from the 
death I deserved. Oh, would that I had died, 
an hundred deaths rather than have lived to 
such disgrace !" 

And again the unhappy young officer buried 
his face in his hands, while his whole frame 
still trembled convulsively with grief. EthaU 
ston used eveiy exertion to soothe a^d allay 
his agitation. He assured him that t\ t wound 
he had received waa not serious, tb^. : • ue pistol 
was fired under a strong excitcme \. L^d in the 
turmoil of a bloody fray, when no r -in's thoughts 
are sufficiently collected to regi ate h^s con- 
duct; and he forgave him so fre«ly and min- 
gled his forgiveness with so many expressions 
of kindness and esteem, that he. succeeded at 
length in restoring him to a certain degrea of 
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eompo8VT«. Nothing, lio#6Ter, would ttXMj 
L*Estrange but that he shonld ha^e his woonde 
instantly dressed ; and he ran himself and sum- 
aooned the surgeon, resolving to be present at 
the operation. . 

When Ethelston's clothes were removed, it 
appeared t^at besides a few flesh cats of no 
great consequence, he bad received two severe 
shot wounds: one from a musket-ball, which 
bad sunk deep into the left shoulder, the other 
from L*£strange*s pistol, by which the bone of 
the left arm was broken. The latter was soon 
Bet and bandaged ; but the ball could not be 
extracted fVom the former, either because the 
surgeon's skill was not equal to the task, or 
from his not having with him the instruments 
requisite for the operation. As soon as this 
was over, Ethelston dismissed the surgeon ; 
and turning good-humouredly to L'Estrange, 
he said, " Now, ray young friend, I want your 
assistance I must lose no time in putting all 
our men aboard the launch, and taking in as 
many stores and necessaries as she will hold, 
ibr this brig is doomed ; your swivel and the 
frigate's guns have finished her; she is fast 
settling down, and in a couple of hours I expect 
ber to sink." 

"On my word, sir,** said L'Estrange, "jrou 
will pardon me if I. say, that you are the stran- 
gest gentleman that I ever yet knew to com- 
mand a trading brig ! You out-manoeuvre a 
frigate, capture her boats, fight as if you had 
done nothing but fight- all your life, sit as quiet 
under that surgeon's probes and tortures as if 
you were eating your dinner, and now talk 
calmly of scuttling your brig, for which you 
have run all these risks !" 

" It is my philosophy, Monsieur TEstrange. I 
tried first to get away without fighting ; when 
that was impossible, I fought as well as I could. 
What has happened since, and what is yet to 
come, I bear as well as I can ! All that I ask 
of you is to keep your fbllows in order, and 
make them assist mine in removing the wound- 
ed and the requisite stores on board the launch." 
So saying, and again saluting his prisoner, he 
went on deck. 

Though he struggled thus manfully against 
bis emotion, it was with a heavy heart that 
Ethelston prepared to bid a final adieu to his 
little vessel, which he loved much for her own 
sake, — ^more perhaps for the name she bore. 
While giving the necessary orders for this 
melancholy duty, his attention was called by 
Gregson to a sail that was coming up with the 
light evening breeze astern. One look through 
the glass sufiSced to shew him that she hoisted 
French coloure; and L'Estrange, who now 
came on deck, immediately knew her to be the 
Hirondelle, — an armed cutter that acted on this 
eruise as a tender to the Epervier. A momen- 
tary glow overspread the countenance of Ethel- 
ston, as he felt that resistance was hopeless, 
and that in another hour his brig would be sunk, 
and his brave crew prisoners. But being too 
proud to allow the French officer to see his 
emotion, he controlled it by a powerful efiToit, 
and continued to give his orders with his accus- 
tomed coolness and precision. 

Though young L'Estrange's heart beat high 
at this sudden and unlooke^*for deliverance, he 
oooid not forbear his adountioa at his oa^r'a 



self-possession ; aod bis ofwn ji^ was damped 

by the remembrance of that portion of bis own 
conduct which he had so deeply lamented, and 
also of |he parole he had given not to bear arms 
again during the war. Meantime the removal 
of the men, the stores, provisions, and papers 
from the brig went on with the greatest order 
aod dispatch. 

Ethelston was the last to leave her ; previous 
to his doing so, he made the carpenter knock 
out the oakum and other temporary plugs with 
which he had stepped the leaks, being deter- 
mined that she should not fall into the hands 
of the French. This being completed, the launch 
shoved oflT; and while pulling heavily for the 
shore, the crew looked in gloomy silence at 
their ill-fated brig. Ethelston was almost un-. 
manned ; for his heart and his thoughts were 
on Ohie's banks, and he could not separate the 
recollections of Loey from the untimely fate of 
her favourite vessel. He gazed until his sight 
and brain grew dizzy ; he fancied that he saw 
Lucy's form on the deck of the brig, and that 
she stretched her arms to him for aid. Even 
while he thus looked, the waters poured fast 
into their Tictim. She settled, — sank ; and in 
a few minutes scarce a bubble on their surface 
told where the Pride of Ohio had gone down ! 
A groan burst, from Ethelston's bosom. Nature 
could no longer endure the accumulated weight 
of fatigue and intense pain occasioned by his 
wounds : he sank down insensible in the boat, 
and when he recovered his senses, found him- 
self a prisoner on board the Hirondelle. 

Great had been the surprise of the lieutenant 
who commanded her at the disappearance of 
the brig which he had been sent to secure ; and 
greater still at the condition of the persons 
found on board the launch. His inquiries were 
answered by young L'Estrange with obvious 
reluctance : so having paid the last melancholy 
duties to the deaif and afforded all the assist- 
ance in his power to the wounded, he put about 
the cutter, and made sail for the Epervier. 

As soon as young L'Estrange found himself 
on the frigate*s deck, he asked for an immedi- 
ate and private audience of his father, to whom 
b9 detailed without reserve all the ciroumistatt- 
ees of the late expedition. He concluded his 
narration with the warmest praises of Ethel- 
ston's courage, conduct, and humanity, while 
he repeated that bitter censure of his own beha- 
viour which he had before expressed on board 
the Pride of Ohio. The gallant old .Captain, 
though mortified at the failure of. the jeaterprise 
and the loss of men that he had sustained, could 
not but appreciate the candour, and feel for the 
mortification of his favourite son ; and he readi- 
ly promised that Ethelston should be treated 
with the greatest care and kindness, and that 
the most favourable terms, consistent with his 
duty, should be offered to the prisoners. 

Young L'Estrange gave up his own berth to 
Ethelston, whose severe sufferings had been 
succeeded by a weakness and lethargy yet more 
dangerous. The surgeon was ordered to at- 
tend him ; and his care was extended to all the 
wounded^ without distinction of country. 

After a few days Captain I'Estrange deter- 
mined to exchange Gregson, the mate, and the 
remainder of the brig's crew, for some Frenob 
prisonan lately taken by aa Anenoan privjh 
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tner; tbey were aoBordin^ly piaeed^ for that 
purpose 00 baud the cotter) and aent to New- 
Orleans. Young L*Eatraoge having learned 
£rem the mate the addiess of Colonel Brandon 
and his connection wiih Ethelston, wrote him a 
letter, in which he mentioned the latter in the 
highest and most affectionate terms, assuring 
the Colonel that he should be treated as if he 
were his own brother ; and that, although the 
danger arising from his wounds rendered it ab- 
solutely necessary that he should return to 
Xvuadaloupe with the frigate, hie friends might 
rely upon his being tended with the same care 
as if be had been at home. Cupid, at bis own 
urgent entreaty, remained with his master, tak- 
ing charge of all his* private baggage and papers* 
We need not follow the fate of Uie cutter any 
farther than to say that she reached her desti- 
nation in safety ; that the proposed exchange 
was effected, and the prisoners restored to 
their respective homes. 

The surgeon on board the Epervier succeeded 
at length in taking out the ball lodged in £thel- 
aton's shoulder, and when they arrived at Gua^ 
daloupe, he pronounced his patient out of dan- 
ger, but enjoined the striotest quiet and con- 
finement, till his recovery should be farther 
advanced. The ardent young L'Estrange no 
sooner reached home than he prevailed on his 
father to receive Ethelston into his own house. 
He painted to his sister Nina, a girl of seven- 
teen, the sufferings and the heroism of their 
guest, in the most glowing colours ; he made 
er prepare for him the moat refreshing and re- 
storing beverages ; he watched for hours at the 
side of his couch ; in short, he lavished upon 
him all those marks of affection with which a 
hasty and generous nature loves to make repa- 
ration for a wrong. In all these attentions and 
endciavours, he was warmly seconded by Nina, 
who made her brother repeat more than once, 
the narrative of the defence and subsequent loss 
of the brig. How Ethelston's recovery pro- 
ceeded under the care of the brother and sister 
shall be told in another chapter. 



CHAPTER Xn. 

VWt of WiogeatiBd to MooihaiiB*. He w^oHm War- 
Eagle, and they return to their band in the fkr-west 
M. P^rot maicea an ttttBueeeasful attack on the heart 
«f » jrotmg My. 

We must now return to Mooshanne, where 
Colonel Brandon received Wingenund very 
kindly ; and within half an hour of the arrival 
of the party, they were all seated at his hospi- 
table board, whereon smoked venison steaks, 
various kinds of fowls, a substantial ham, cakes 
of rice, and Indian maize. On the side-table 
were cream, wild honey, cheese, and preserved 
fruits; aii these delicacies being admirably 
served under the superintendence ot Aun. Ma- 
ry, who was delighted with Wingenund, praised 
the extreme beauty of his eyes and features, 
telling the Citlonel, in a whisper, that if she had 
been thirty-five years younger, she should have 
been afraid of losing her heart ! The youth 
was indeed the hero of the day : all were grate- 
ful to him for his gallant preservation of Regi- 
t)ald*ii life, and all strovp with equal anji^ty to 
fliake him forget that ne wai| amoug atraogera. 



I Nor was the task dtlBoult ; for thoogh he bad 
only the oae of one hand, it was surprisingly 
see the tact and self-poesession with wtaioh h» 
conducted himself, the temperate Jiuietnees 
with which he ate and drank, and the-ease witli 
which he handled some of the impfemente at 
table, which be probably saw for the first time. 
Baptiate waa a privileged persoo in the OoUmeVm 
house, and was allowed to dine as he pleased^ • 
either with its master, or with Perrot and the j 
other servants. On tbia occasion, he was pre^ 
sent in the dining-room, and aeemed to take* 
pleasure in drawing out the young Delftwai% 
and in Biaking him talk on subjeeta viHbicb'to 
knew would be interesting to the .reeft ;0f tha 
party. Wingenund was quiet and ref erved ia 
his replies, except when a question was put ta 
him by Lucy, to whom he gave hie answers 
with, the greatest naievete, telling her m/ntm 
than once, that she reminded him of his sister 
Prairie-bird, but that the latter was taller, and 
bad darker hair. While addressing her, he kept 
his large speaking eyes ao riveted upon Lucy'e 
countenance, that she cast her own to the 
ground, ahnost blushing at the boy's earneet 
and admiring gaze. To relieve herself from 
embarrassment, she again inquired about thift 
myaterious sister, aaying, **Tell me, Winge- 
nund, has she taught you to read, aa well as ta 
speak our tongue." 

'(No," said the youth; ** Prairie4>ird taUca 
with the Great Spirit, and with paper books, and 
so does the Black Father ; but Wingenund caniioC 
understand them,— he is only a poor Iiidian." 

Here Reginald, whoee curiosity^ was much . 
excited, inquired, ** Does the Prairia-burd look 
kindly on the young chiefs of the tribe 1 — WiU 
she be the wife of a chief I" i 

There was something both of surprise and 
scorn in Wingenund*s countenance, as he re* 
plied, *' Prairie-bird is kind to all — ^the young 
chiefs find wives among the daughters of the 
Delawares ;-— but the antelope mates not Witht 
the moose, though they feed on the same prai- 
rie. The Great Spirit knows where the Pr^ 
rie-bird was born ; but her race is ua^owa to. 
the wise men among the TortoiseSf^t-^ 

Reginald and his sister were eqi^Iy^l^ lu9fi: 
to understand hie meaning ; both lookealin|ai» 
rin^ly at the Guide, who waa rubbing his ear» 
as if rather puzzled by the young Itelaw^re^a 
answer. At length, he saM, " Why, Miss Lucy, 
you aee, much of what tne lad ssora is as plain 
to me as the sight on my rifle : for the tribes of 
the Lenap^ are as well known to me as the 
toums of the Oggibeways. The Great oatioQ 
is divided into three tribes: — the Minsi, or the 
Wolf- tribe (sometimes called also Puncsit,.or 
round-foot); the Unalacticos, or the Turkey- 
tribe, and the Unamu, or the Tortoise-tribe. 
The last are considered the principal and most 
ancient ; and as Wingenund's family are of thiii 
band, he spoke just now of their wise men,. 
But who, or wuah kiL* o* cnttur this Prairie- 
bird can be, would puzzle a Philadelpby lawyer 
to tell, let alone a poor hunter who knows litie 
out of the line of his trade." 

" Then, Baptiate," said Lucy, smiling ; " vour 
trade is a pretty extensive one, for T thinx yoit 
have more knowledge in your head on moat 
subjects than half the lawyers and clerks in the 
Territoiy." 
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. <« There it is, Miss Lacy; yoa're always a 
givin' me a liuie dose of flaUery, jost as I give 
ny patches a bit of grease to make the Doctor 
•wallow his lead pills. Yoa ladies think weVe 
all alike, — ^young sparks, and toogh old chaps 
like me, — if you do but dip our fingers into the 
Itoney-pot, you know we shall lick them as soon 
as yoor backs are turned ! But it is getting late,"* 
be added, rising from his seat; **and I have 
much to say to this youth, who is already tired ; 
with your leave, Miss, I will retire with him, 
and see that he has a comfortable slccping- 
qnarter, and that he wants for nothing." 

«• Pray do so," said Lucy; "let him be treat- 
ed as if he were one of our own family. I am 
sure, dear papa, such would be your wish," she 
added, turning to her father. 

" It is indeed, my child," said the Colonel. 
** Wingenund, again I beg yon to receiTe a fa- 
ther's best thanks for your braye defence of his 
son." 

*' It was nothing," replied the boy, modestly. 
"Too are all good, too good to Wingenund ; 
When he gets to the Far Prairie, he will tell the 
Prairie-bird and the Black Father to speak to 
the Great Spirit, that He may smile on my 
white father, and on my brother; and," he 
added, slowly raising his dark eloquent eyes to 
Lucy's face, " that he may send down pleasant 
sunshine and refreshing dew on the Lily of 
Mooshanne." So saying, he turned and left 
the room, accompanied by the Guide. 

** Well," exclaimed the Colonel, as the youth 
disappeared, " they may call that lad a savage ; 
but his feelings, ay, and his manners too, would 
put to shaAe those of many who think them- 
se Tea fine gentlemen." 

" He is, indeed, a noble young fellow," said 
Reginald, " and worthy to be the relative and 
pupil of my Indian brother. ' I would that you 
had seen htrnj father : you are in general rather 
sceptical as to the qualities of the Redskins. I 
think the War-Eagle would surprise you !" 

"Indeed, ReginaM," said the Colonel, "I 
have seen among them so much cruelty, cun- 
ning, and drunkenness, that the romantic no- 
tions which I once entertained respecting them 
are costfpletely dissipated. Nevertheless, I con- 
ftes that many of their worst faults have arisen 
from their commerce with the whites ; and they 
still retain some virtues which are extremely 
rare among us." t 

"To which do yon allude 1" inquired Regi- 
nald. 

" More especially, to patience under suffering, 
a padlocked month when entrusted with a secret, 
and unshaken fidelity in friendship." 

" These are indeed high and yalnable quali- 
ties," replied Reginald. " Moreover, it strikes 
me that in one principal feature of character 
the Indian is superior to us ; he acts up to his 
creed. That creed may be entirely based on 
error; it may teach him to prefer revenge to 
mercy, theft to industry, violence to right ; but 
such as he has learnt it from his fathers, he 
acts up to it more firmly and consistently than 
we do, * who know the right, and still the wrong 
pursue.' '» 

" Your observation is just," replied his fath- 
er; **they are benighted, and do many of the 
deeds of darkness. What shall we say of those 
who do them under the light of a noon-day sun 1" 



"And yet," said Lacy, "this Wingomnidr 
seems half a Christian, and more than haK m. 
gentleman, either by nature, or by the instmo- 
tions of the strange betug he calls the Praine- 
bird !" 

" Upon my word, Lucy," said her brother 
with a malicious smile, " I thought, while the 
lad was speaking of his sister on the Prairio, 
his eyes were strangely fixed upon the whits 
lady in the wigwam. It is fortunate he is going 
soon ; and still more fortunate that a certain 
cruizing captain is not returned from the West 
Indies." As this impertinent speech was made 
in a whisper, it did not reach Aunt Mary or the 
Colonel ; and the only reply it drew from Lucy» 
was a blushing threat of a repetition of the same 
punishment which she had inflicted in the morn- 
ing for a similar ofifence. He begged pardon^ 
and was forgiven ; soon after which the little 
party broke up and retired to rest. 

Meantime Baptiste, who knew that the well- 
intentioned ofTer of a bed-room and its comforts 
would be a great annoyance to Wingenund, took 
the lad out with him to a dry barn behind the 
house, where there was an abundant supply of 
clean straw, and where he intended to lodge 
him for the night. "Wingenund," said he^ 
" you will rest here for some hours ; but we 
must go along before daylight to meet War- 
Eagle, according to my promise." 

"I will be ready," replied the youth ; and 
casting himself down on a bundle of straw, in 
five minutes his wounds and fatigues were for- 
gotten in a refreshing sleep, over which hovered 
the bright dreams of youth, wherein the sweet 
tones of his sister's voice were confused with 
the bhie eyes of Lucy ; and yet withal a sleep^ 
such as guilt can never know, and the wealth, 
of the Indies cannot purchase. 

Before three o'clock on the following morn- 
ing, the Guide re-entered the bam with a* light 
step ; hot so light, however, as to escape the 
quick ear of the young Indian, who leaped from 
his straw conch, and throwing his rifle over hift 
shoulder, stood before the hunter. " I hope yoti 
slept well," said the latter, " and that your arm 
gives you less painT* 

" I slept till you came," said the boy, " and 
the pain sleeps still. I feel nothing of it." 

"Wingenund will be like his father," said 
the Guide. " He will laugh at pain, and ^tigue^ 
and danger; and his war-path will be sprinkled 
with the blood of his enemier ** 

The youth drew himself proudly up, and 
thougli gratified by tlic Guide*s observation* 
mlrely replied, "The Great Spirit knows.— I 
am ready ; let us go.'* 

Baptiste had provided a couple of horses, and 
they started at a brisk pace, as he wished to 
reach the spot where he had appointed to meet 
War-Eagle soon after day-light. To one less 
familiar with the woods, the tangled and wind- 
ing path, through which he led the way, would 
have oflfered many impediments ; but Baptists 
went rapidly forward without hesitation or dif- 
ficulty, Wingenund following in silence; and 
after a brisk ride of three hours they came tc. 
an opening in the forest, where a log-hut wai 
visible, and beyond it the broad expanse 6t 
Ohio's stream. 

The Guide here whispered to Wingenund to 
remain coneealed hi the thicket with thehoraee. 
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while he reeonnnitered - the hut; becajase he 
Knew ibat it was sometimes used as a shelter 
and a rendezTous, by some of the lawless and 
desperate characters on the borders of the set- 
Heme rets. 

Having finished his examination, and ascer- 
tained that the hut was empty, he returned to 
Wingenund, and desired him to come down to 
the water^s edge» where he was to make a sig- 
nal for War-Eagle, who ought to be now at no 
great distance. The youth accordingly went 
4o the river's bank, and understanding from the 
Guide that there was no occasion for farther 
eoncealment, he gave three whistles in a pecu- 
liar tone, but exceedingly loud and shrill. For 
•ome time they listened for a reply. Nothing 
was heard, except the tap of the woodpecker 
upon the bark of the elm, and the notes of the 
various feathered choristers chirping their ma^ 
tin song. 

Afler a pause of several minutes, the Guide 
said, ** Surely some accident has detained War- 
'£agle ! Perhaps he has failed in getting the 
«anoe. Repeat the signal, Wingenufid." 

" War-Ea^e is here/* replied the yoath» who 
was quietly leaning on hie rifle, with an ab- 
Atracted air. 

Again the Guide listened attentively ; and as 
he was unable to distinguish the slightest sound 
Indicative of the chiefs approach, he was rath- 
er vexed at the superior quickness implied in 
Wingenund's reply, and said Somewhat testily, 
^* A moose might hear something of him, or a 
%loodhound might find the wind of him, but I 
•e^u make out nothing, and my ears an't used to 
•be stufled with cotton, neither !" 

'* Grande-Hftche is a great warrior, and Wia- 
igennnd would be proud to follow in his war- 
path ; eyes and ears are the gift of the Great 
Spirit." 

" How know yon that War-Eagle is here 1" 
inquired the Guide impatiently. 

**By that," replied the boy, pointing to a 
*eeftrcely perceptible mark on the bank a few 
'yards from his feet, ** that is the mocassin of 
the War-Eagle ; he haft been to the hut this 
morning ; below that t>ot-print you will see on 
•the sand the mark of where his canoe has 
touched the ground.** 

♦* The boy is right,** muttered Baptiste, ex- 
4imining the marks carefully. ** I believe I am 
no hunter, but an ass after all, with no better 
ears and eyes than Master Perrot, or any other 
parlour-boarder.** 

In a very few minntes the sound of the pad- 
dle was heard, and War-Eagle brought hi^ca- 
-noe to the bank ; a brief conversation now 
took place between him and Baptiste, in which 
eome particulars were arranged for Reginald's 
Tisit to the Western Prairie. The Guide then 
taking from his wallet several pounds of bread 
and beef, and a large parcel of tobacco, added 
' these to the stores in the bottom of the canoe, 
and having shaken hands heartily with the 
^hief and Wingenund, returned leisurely on his 
homeward way ; but be still muttered to him- 
self as he went ; and it was evident that he 
could not shake off* the annoyance which he 
felt at being ** out-crailed,** as he called it, *'by 
a boy !** 

We will not follow the tedious and toilsome 
foyage of War-Bagle and his young fhend, in 



the^sanee, a vegraga' Jn which after desoending 
the Ohio, they had to make, their way up the 
Mississippi to its junction witli the Missouri, 
and thence up the lett^ ri^er to the. mouth of 
the Osage river, which they also ascended be- 
tween two and three hundred miles before they 
rejoined their band. It is sufficient fi»r the 
purposes of our tale to inform the reader that 
they reached their destination in safety, and 
that Wingenund recoyered from the effects of 
his severe wound. 

When Baptiste returned to Mooshanne, he 
found the family surprised and annoyed at the 
sudden disappearance of their young Indian 
guest ; but when he explained to Reginald that 
he had gone t» rejoin his chief by War-£agie*s 
desire, Reginald felt that the best course had 
been adopted, as the boy might, if he had ror 
mained, have fallen in the way of the exasper- 
ated party who were seeking to revenge Her<- 
vey*s death. 

It was about noon when Mike Smith, and 
sereral of those who aecompanied him the pre- 
ceding day, arrived at Mooshanne, and insisted 
upon Baptiste shewing them the spot where he 
had told them that an Indian had been recent^ 
buried. Reginald declined being of the party, 
which set forth under the conduct of the Guide, 
to explore the scene of the occurrences men- 
tioned in a former chapter. 

During their absenoe, Reginald was loung- 
ing in his sister's boudoir, talking with her over 
the events of the preceding days, when they 
heard the sound of a vehicle driyen up to the 
door, and the blood rushed into Lucy's face as 
the thought oocurred to her that it might be 
Ethelston ; the delusion was yery brief, for a 
moment afterwards the broad accent of Dayid 
Muir was clearly distinguishable, as he said to 
his daughter, " Noo Jessie, hand a grip o' Smi- 
ler, while I gie a pull at the door-bell.** 

Much to the surprise of the worthy " Mer- 
chaunt,'* (by which appellation David delight- 
ed to be designated,) the door was opened by 
no less a piersonage than Monsiear Gustave 
Perrot himself, who seeing the pretty Jessie in 
her father's spring-cart, hastened with charac- 
teristic gallantry, to assist her to descend -, in 
the performance of which operation he extend- 
ed both his hands to support her waist, saying 
in his most tender tone, ** Take care. Miss Jee- 
sie; now shump, and trust all your leetle 
weight with me.** 

But while he was speaking, the actiye girl 
putting one foot on the step and touching him 
lightly on the arm, stood on the ground beside 
him. 

" Weel, Mr. Parrot, and how*s a wi ye the 
day,*' said David, who was busily employed in 
extracting yarious packages and parcels from 
the cart. 

" All yer* well, thank you, Mr. Muir ; wonder^ 
ful things happen, though. My young Mr. Re- 
ginald he be drowned and stabbed, and quite 
well !'* 

" Gude saye us !" said Dayid, in horror ; 
** drowned, and stabbed, and quite weU !'*< Ve*re 
surely no in earnest, Mr. Parrot!'* •* 

« I speak only the truth always,-^Miss Jessie, 
the fresh air and the ride make your cheek be:|tt- 
tiful rosy.*' 

«* Mr. Ferroi,*' replied Jeaue, siniliDg, '< tlul; 
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to a poor eomp ii ii e i i tf Ton ave so frtmt • 
gentlenian* you sliMid jpnuie tha roses in a 
lady^s cheeic wUhmit mentfoning that Ae owes 
them to a nmgh loid and a frasb breeie !" 

This diah)gtte«n roses was here imerrupled 
by David, who said, <* May be, Mr. Parrot, ye*U 
jost let Saiiler be ta'en round to the stable, and 
desire ane o' the lads to help us m with these 
wa parcels ; yon muckle badut, there, is brim* 
ull of all the newest kiek-shaws, and modes, 
as them call 'em, frae Philadelphy, so Jessie's 
]Q8t coAie wi' me, to ^ Miss Lucy the first 
shoice 'f-'^nd she's a right to hae it too, for 
she's the bo::mest and the best young lady in 
the Territory." 

Mr. Pernit having given these necessary or* 
ders, David, with his papers, was soon closeted 
with the colonel, in his business room ; and Jes* 
sle was ushered into the young lady*s boudoir, 
where her brother still aat, with the intention 
of giving his sister the benefit of his advice in 
the selection of, what David called, kickshaws 
an4 modea, for her toilet. Meanwhile Perrot 
was preparing a formidable attack upon Jessie's 
heart, throng the medium of some veniaon 
steaks, a delicate ragout of squirrel, and sundry 
other tit^bits, with which he hoped to propitiate 
the vUlsge beauty. As Jessie entered the room, 
her saiutatkm of Lucy was modesdy respeetful ; 
and she returned Reginald's bow with an unem- 
barrassed and not ungraceful courtesy. While 
she was drawing oat, and placing on a table, 
tfie silken contents of her basket, Reginakl in- 
quired of her Whether any news wss stirring in 
Marietta. 

''None," she replied, ''exeqrt the killing of 
fiorvey . AU the town is speaking ef it, and they 
say it will cause more bloodt^cd; for Mike 
Smith vows» if he cannot find the real offender, 
he'll shoot down the first Indian he finds in the 
woods." 

'*'Mike Smith is a hot*headed fool," replied 
Reginald ; bat. remembering sundry reports 
whksh had reached his ear, he added, " I beg 
your pardon, Mtaa Jessie, if the words give you 
ofienoe." 

** Indeed you have given none. Master Regi- 
nald," said Jessie, colouring a little at the im- 
plied meaning of bis words ; *' M&e comes very 
often to our store, but I believe it is more for 
whiskey than anything else." 

** Nay," safid Reginald ; ** I doubt you do him 
injustice. The say he prefers the end of the 
4tere which is the farti^t from the bar." 

''Perhaps he may," replied Jessie; '*I am 
always better pleased when he stays away, for 
ne is very ill-tempered and quarrelsome ! W«>n, 
jniss," she centinned, ** ar<* not ttiese pink rib- 
boim oeautiful, and these two liglu shawls 1— - 
they come from the British East lodia House." 

" They are indeed the prettiest and most de- 
licate that I ever saw," replied Lucy ; *' and see 
here, Reginald," said she, drawing him aside, 
** these French bead necklaces will do famously 
for some of your Delaware friends." She added 
in a whisper, " ask her if there is no other news 
at tlie town." 

" What about," inquired her brother. A silent 
look of reproach was her only reply, as she turn- 
ed away, and again busied herself with the silks. 
He was instantly conscious and ashamed of his 
ithoughUessness, whicht after- a few moments' 



«ienee» ha pvotseedad to repair, aaying, «< Fr^ 
tell me, Mtas Jessie, has yom* father reeetvad na 
intelligence of the • Pride of the Ohio.* »* 

•'AhH! not a word,** replied the girl, hi a ton» 
of voice so melancholy, that it ^startled thadi 
both. 

** But why speak you in so sad a voice about* 
the vessel, Jessie, if you have heard no bad news 
regarding berl" said Reginald, qukskly. 

** Because, sir, she has been very long over 
doe, and there are many reports of Franch ahipa 
of war ; and we, that is, my iather, is much in* 
terested about her." 

Poor Lucy's colour earae and went ; but aha 
had not the courage to say a wond. After t 
short pause, Reginald inquired, ** Have ai^ boata 
eome up lately from New OrteanaT" 

V Yes, sir, Henderson's dame up only a few 
days ago, and Henry Oregsdh* who had beea 
down on some business for my father, returned 
in her." 

"That is the young man who asoiats yoar 
fhther in the store 1 I believe be is a son of tha 
mate on board the Pride. I have remarked that 
he is a very fine looking young foRow !" 

'* He ia the son of Captain Etheiston's mata,^ 
said Jessie, casting down her eyes, and busyinf 
herself with some of her ribbons and silks. 
*« But I hope," she continued, " that you, Mr 
Reginald, are not seriously hurt. Mr. Perrol 
told me you had been drowned and atabbed i" 

.**Not quite so had hs that," said Reginald, 
langhing ; ** I had, indeed, a swim in the Mus^ 
kingum, and a blow from a home's hoof, but aoi 
none the worse for either. Do not forget, Miaa 
Jessie, to send off a messenger immediately tbitf 
any news arrive of the Pride. You know what 
a favourite, she i8» and how anxious wa are here 
about her!" 

" Indeed I will not forget," replied Jessie. 

Lucy sighed audibly ; and, after purchasing a. 
few ribbons and shawls, m w^ as a stock of 
beads for her brother, she allowed Jessie to re» 
tire, begging, at the aame time, her acceptanea 
of one of the prettiest shawls in her basket. Aa ■ 
the latter hesitated about receiving it, Lucy 
threw it over the giri's #ioulder, saying playful- 
ly, <* Nay, Jessie, no refusal ; I am mistress heret 
and nobody, not even Mr. Reginald, disputes my 
will in this room !" 

Jessie thanked the young lady> and, saluting 
her brother, withdrew to a back parlour, where 
Monsieur Perrot had already prepared his good 
things, and where her father only waited her 
coming to commence a dinner which his drive 
ha4 made desirable, and which hio ohacioiy 
nerves told him was more savory than the vi» 
ends set before him at Marietta by Mrs. Christie. 

"Call ye this a squirrel ragoo V said the 
worthy Merchaunt; "weel now it's an awfu* 
thing to think how the Lord's giils are abused 
in the auM country ! I hae seen dizens o' they 
wee deevils lilting and louping amaing the woods 
in the Lothians ; and yet the hungry chaps wha' 
can scarce earn a basin o' porritch, or a pot o* 
kail to their dinner, would as soon think o' eatin' 
a stoat or a foumart !". 

While making this observation, Davie was 
dispatching the " ragoo" . with a satisfaction 
whi< h showed how completely he had overcome 
his insular prejudices. Nor were Perrpt's culi» 
jaary attentAooa aiioj^ther lost upoa Miss Jesaia ; 
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fNraltlKMigh she va^i not repay them entirely 
aooordiag to, the wisfaes ef t(ie gallant Maitre 
d'Hotel, abe oould not help acknowledang that 
he was a pleasant, good-hamoured fellow, and 
that his abilities as a eook were qt the highest 
ofdei. Accordingly, when he offered her a 
^ming glass of cider, she draok it to his health, 
with a glance of her merry eye sufficient to have 
turned the bead of a man less vain and amorous 
than Monsieur Pqjrrot. 

The dinner passed pleasantly enough ; and as 
David Muir drove bis daughter back to Marietta, 
his heart being warmed and expanded by the 
generous cider (which, for the good of bis health, 
be had crowned -with a glass ofold rum), he said, 
'* Jessie, I'm thiakin* that Maister Perrot is a 
douce and clever man ; a lassie might do waur 
than tak* up wi the like o* him ! Tse warrant 
his nest will no be ill feathered !" 

" Perhaps not/' replied Jessie ; and turning 
her bead away, she sighed, and thought of Henry 
Gregson. 



CHAPTER Xni. 

la wluflll tbs nadBr wfll Am! that dw eovgh'ef an invalid 
lUM perils not lest ibrmiidable than thme wUch are to 
be enooiiDtered at eea. .« 

Wb left Ethelston stretcbelh on a sick couch 
in Guadaloupe, in the house of Captain L'Es- 
trange» and tended by his daughter Nina, and 
by her brother, the young lieutenant. The lat- 
ter grew daily more attached to the patient, who 
had been his captor, and was now his prisoner ; 
but he was obliged* as soon as Ethelston was pro- 
nounced out of danger, to sail for Europe, as he 
was anxious to obtain that professional distinc- 
tion which his parole prevented his gaining in 
service against the United States. And in 
France there seemed a promising harvest of 
combat and of glory, sufficient to satisfy the 
martial enthusiasm even of the most adventu- 
rous of her sons. When he sailed, he again 
and again pressed upon his sister to bestow 
every attention upon Ethelston; and as the 
Captain was much hushed with his command, 
^nd as Madame L'Estrange was entirely devo- 
ted to her bbijidoir, — where, with two chattering 
parrots to amuse her, and a little black girl to 
ian her while listlessly poring over the pages of 
]?^lorian in a fauteuil, — ^tbe whole charge devolv- 
ed upon the willing and kind-hearted Nina. Siie 
was the third and youngest daughter of Mon- 
' sieur and Madame L' Estrange : but rher two 
elder sisters being married) she was the only 
one resident with her parents. 

Sixteen summers bad now passed over her, 
and her disposition was like th^ of her brother, 

franki impetuous, «uid warm-hearted. Her 
joelings had never been guided or regulated by 
her handsome, but indolent mother ; her mind 
had been allowed to seek its fuod at hap-hazard, 
among the romances, poems, and plays upon the 
shelves in the drawing-room. Her father spoil- 
ed], and her brother petted her. A governess 
•also she* had, whom she governed, and to whose 
instructions she owed little, except a moderate 
prdficiency in music. Her countenance was a 
Miry beautiful mirror, reflecting the warm and 
impassioned features of her character. Her 
comj^lexion was dark, though clear, and her hair 



Uach and glossy. The penciHin^i>f her ey^ 
brows was exceedingly delicate ; and the eyea 
themselves were large, speaking, and glowing 
with that humid lustre, which distinguishes 
Creole beauty. Nothing coukl- exceed the rosy 
fulness of her lip, and the even whiteness of 
the teeth which her joyous smile disclosedL 
Her figure was exquisitely proportioned; and 
ber every movement a very model of natur^ 
grace. She seemed, indeed, impregnated with 
the fervour of the sunny climate in which she 
had been reared ; and her temper, her imagina- 
tion, her passions, all glowed with its ardent, 
but dangerous warmth. According to the usage 
of her country, she had been betrothed, when a 
child, to a* neighbouring planter, one of the rich- 
est in the island ; but as he was absent in Eu- 
rope, and there remained yet two years before 
the time fixed for the fulfilment of the contract, 
she rarely troubled her head about the marriage, 
or her future destiny. 

Such was the girl who now officiated as nurse 
to Ethelston, and who, before she had seen him». 
had gathered from ber brother such traits of his 
character, as had called forth all the interest 
and sympathy of her romantic disposition. Al- 
though not eminently handsome, we have be- 
fore noted that his countenance was manly and^ 
expressive, and his manners courteous and en- 
gaging. Perhaps also the weakness remaining 
after the crisis of his fever, imparted, to the 
usually gentle expression of his features, that 
todbhing attraction, which is called by a modem 
poet " a loving languor." At all events, certain 
it is, that ere poor Nina had administered the 
third saline draught to her grateful patient, her 
little heart beat vehemently ; and when she had 
attended his feverish couch oue short week, she 
was desperately in love ! 

How fared it in the meantime with Ethelston ? 
Did his heart run any risk/rom the dark eloquent 
eyes, and the gracefully rounded form of the 
ministering angel who hovered about bis sick 
room? At present none, for Lucy was shrined 
there ; and he had been taught by young L^Es- 
trange to consider his sister in the light of a 
nursery-girl, still under the dominion of the 
governess. 

Bays and weeks elapsed, Etbelstoh's recovery 
progressed, and he was able to stroll in the shade 
of the orange and citron-groves, which sheltered 
Captain L'Estrange*s villa to the northward. 
Here, with his eyes fixed on tlie sea, would he 
sometimes sit for hours, and devise schemes for 
returning to his home. On these occasions he 
was irequenii> accompanied by Nina, who walk- 
ed by his side with her guitar in her hand ; and 
under the pretence of receiving instructions 
from him in music, she would listen with delight, 
and hang with rapture, on every syllable tha.t 
he ottered. Though be could not avoid being 
sensible of her ripening beauty, his heart was 
protected by the seven-fold shield of a deep and 
abiding attachment ; and as he still looked upon 
Nina as a lovely girl,. completing her education, 
in the nursery, he gladly gave her all the assis- 
tance that she asked under her musical difficul- 
ties ; and this he was able to do, from having 
made no small proficiency in the science during 
his long residence in Germany. ' , 

Sometimes he paid his respects to Madame 
L'Estrange ; but that lady was so mdolent, ani 



THB PRAIRIE-BIRD. 



•o exctusiTelj deroted to her parrots and her 
lap-dog, that his visits to her were neither fre- 
quent, nor of long duration. The Captain was 
rery seldom ashore ; and thus Ekhelston was 
obliged to spend his time alone, or in the society 
of the young girl who had nursed him so kindly 
during his illness. Her character seemed to 
have undergone a sudden and complete change. 
The conquering god, who had at first only taken 
possession of the outworks of her fancy, had 
BOW made himself master of the citadel of her 
neart. She loved with all the intense, ahsorh- 
mg passion of a nature t|iat had never known 
eontrol. The gaiety and buoyancy of her spirits 
had given place to a still, deep flood of feeling, 
which her reason never attempted to restrain. 
Even when with him she spoke little. Her hap- 
piness was too intense to find a vent in words ; 
and thus she nursed and fed a flame, that need- 
ed only the breath of accident to make it burst 
forth with a violence that should burn up, or 
overleap all the barriers of self-control. 

Nor must the reader imagine that Ethelston 
was dull or blind, because he observed not the 
state of Nina's affections. His own were firmly 
rooted elsewhere ; he was neither of a vain, nor 
« romantic disposition ; and he had been duly 
informed by Monsieur L*Estrange, that in the 
'Course of two years Nina was to be married to 
Monsieur Bertrand, the young planter, to whom, 
as we have before mentioned, she had been be- 
trothed by her parents since her thirteenth y^r. 
He could not help seeing that although her in- 
tellect was quick, and her character enthusias- 
tic, her education had been shamefully neglect- 
ed both by Madame L'Estrange and the gov- 
erness. Hence he spoke, counselled, and some- 
times chid her, in the tone of an elder brother, 
heedless of the -almost imperceptible line that 
separates friendship from love in the bosom of 
a girl nurtured under a West Indian sun. 

In this state were matters, when, on a fine 
evening, Ethelston strolled alone into his favour- 
ite orange-grove, to look out upon the ocean, 
and in the enjoyment of its refreshing breeze, 
to ruminate on his strange captivity, and revolve 
various plans of escape. 

Captain L'Estrange had paid a visit to his 
home on the preceding day, and finding his 
prisoner so completely restored to health and 
strength, had said to him, jokingly, " Indeed, 
*feir sir, I think I must put you on your parole, 
or in chains ; for after the character given of 
you by my son, I cannot allow so dangerous a 
person to be at large during the continuance of 
hostilities between our respective nations." 

Ethelston answered half in earnest, and half 
in jest, " Nay, sir, then I must wear the chains, 
for assuredly I cannot give my parole ; if an 
American vessel were to come in sight, or any 
ether means of flight to oflTer itself, depend upon 
it, in spite of the kindness and hospitality I have 
met with here, I should weigh anchor in a mo- 
ment.** 

" Well, that is a fair warning," said the old 
ommodore ; " nevertheless I will not lock you 
*)p just yet, for I do not think it very likely that 
any strange sail will come under the guns of 
our fort ; and I will run the risk of your flying 
away on the back of a sea-gull." Thus had 
they parted ; and the old gentleman was again 
absent on a cruiae. 



Ethelston was, as we have said, reetranif 
listlessly under an orange-tree, inhalit g the cool 
breeze, laden with the fragrance of its blossoms^ 
now devising impossible plans of eseape, and 
now musing on a vision of Luey*s graceful figure 
gliding among the deep woods around Moos- 
hanne. As these thoughts passed thn>ugh his 
mind, they imparted a melancholy shade to his 
brow, and a deep sigh escaped from his lips. 

It was echoed by one yet deeper, close to his 
ear ; and starting from his reverie, he beheld 
Nina, who had approached him unawares, and 
who, leaning on her guitar, had been for the 
last ibw minutes gazing on his countenanee 
with an absorbed intensity, more fond And 
riveted than that with which the miser regards 
his treasure, or the widowed mother her only 
child. 

When she found herself perceived, she came 
forward, and covering her emotion under an 
assumed gaiety, she said, ** What is my kind 
instructor thinking ofl He seems more grave 
and sad than usual.*' 

** He is thinking," said Ethelston, good-hn- 
mouredly, **that he ought to scold a certain 
young lady very severely for coming upon hioi 
silly, and diseovering that gravity and sadness 
in which a captive must sometimes indoige, 
but which her pmence has already dissipated." 

" Nay,** said Nina, still holding her guitar, 
and sitting down on the bank near him ; ** yoit 
know that I am only obeying papa's orders ia 
watching you ; for he says you would not give 
your parole, and I am sure you were thinking 
of your eseape from Guadaloupe." 

" Perhaps you might have guessed more 
wide of the mark, Mademoiselle Nina,'* said 
Ethelston. 

" And are you then so very anxious to — ^te— 
see your home again V* inquired Nina, hesitating. 

" Judge for yourself, Nina," he replied, " wheft 
I remind you that for many months I have heard 
nothing of those who have been my nearest and 
dearest friends from childhood ; nothing of the 
brave men who were captured with me when 
our poor brig was lost !** 

" Tell me about your friends, and your home. 
Is it very beautiful t Have you the warm sun, 
and the fresh sea-breeze, and the orange-flow- 
ers, that we have here t** 

" Scarcely," replied Ethelston, smiling at th6 
earnest rapidity with which the beautiful girl 
founded her inquiries on the scene before her, 
"but we have in their place rivers on the bosoia . 
of which your father*s frigate might sail ; groves 
and woods of deep shade, impenetrable to the 
rays of the hottest sun : and prairies smiling* 
with the most brilliant and variegated flowers.*' 

" Oh ! how I should love to see that land !** 
exclaimed Nina, her fervid imagination instantly 
grasping and heightening its beauties. " How 
I should love to dwell there !** 

" Nay, it appears to me not unlikely that yon 
may at some time visit it," replied Ethelston. 
" lliis foolish war between our countries will 
soon be over, and your father may wish to see 
a region the scenery of which is so magnificent, 
and which is not difficult of access from here.'* 

" Papa will never leave those islands, unless 
he goes to France, and that he hates,*^ said 
Nina. 

**Well then," eontinned Ethelston, smSin^ 
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as he alluded for the first thne to herinarrtage, 
" you must defer your American trip a year or 
two longer ; then, doubtless, Monsieur Bertrand 
will gladly gratify your desire to see the Mis- 
sissippi/' 

Nina started as if stung by an adder ; the 
blood rushed and mantled over her face and 
neck ; her eyes glowed with indignation, as she 
•exclaimed, '* I abhor and detest Monsieur Ber- 
trand. I would die before I would marry him I'* 
Then adding in a low voice, the sadness of 
which went to his heart, "and this from you 
too !" She covered her face with her hands and 
wept. 

Never was man more astonished than Ethel- 
ston at the sadden sl6rm which he had inad- 
yertently raised.. Remembering that Madame 
L*Estrange had told him of the engagement as 
heing known to Nina, he had been led to sup- 
pose from her usual flow of spirits, that the 
prospect was far from being disagreeable to her. 
Young L'Estraoga had also told him that Ber- 
trand was a good-looking man, of high charac- 
ter, and considered, from his wealth, the best 
match in the French islands; so that Ethelston 
was altogether unprepared for the violent aver- 
sion which Nina now avowed for the marriage, 
and for the grief by which she seemed so deeply 
agitated. Siill he was as far as ever from di- 
Tining the true cause of her emotion, and con- 
jectured that she had probably formed an at- 
tachment to one of the young officers on board 
her father^ ship. Under this impression he 
took her hand, and sympathising with the grief 
^f one so fair and so young, he said to her, 
kindly, ** Forgive me, Nina, if I have said any- 
thing to hurt your feelings ; indeed I always 
have believed that your engagement to Mon- 
sieur Bertrand was an affair settled by your 
parents entirely i^tth yoar consent. I am sure 
Monsieur L*Estrange loves his favourite child 
too well to compel her to a marriage against 
her inclination. Will you permit your Mentwr 
<a8 you have more than once allowed me to 
'Call myself) to speak with him on the subject V 

Nina made no reply, and the tears coursed 
^Hkh other yet faster down her cheek. 

"Your brother is absent,'* continued Ethel- 
aton; "you seem not to confide your little 
secrets to your mother — will yon not let me aid 
you by my advice 1 I am many years older than 
you. — I am deeply grateful for all your kindness 
during my tedious illness ; believe me, I will, if 
you will only trust me, advise you with the 
affectionate interest of a parent, or an elder 
brother." 

The little hand trembled violently in his, but 
still no reply escaped from Nina*s lips. 

" If you will not tell me your secret," pursued 
Ethelston, " I must guess it. Your aversion to 
the engagement arises not so much from your 
dislike to Monsieur Bertrandi as from your pre- 
ference of , some other whom perhaps your pa- 
rents would not approve 1" 

The hand was withdrawn, being employed in 
• an ineflTectual attempt to check her tears. The 
alight fillet which bound her black tresses had 
^ven way, and they now fell in disorder, veiling 
Uie deep crimson glow which again mantled 
over the neck of the weeping girl. 

Ethelston gazed on her with emotions of deep 
sympathy. There was a roality, a dignity about 



her speeohtess grief that mast have^ moved v 
sterner heart than his; and as he looked upoc 
the heaving of her bosom, and upon the exqui- 
site proportions unconsciously developed in hei 
attitude, he suddenly felt that he was speaking, 
not to a child in the nursery, but to a girl in 
whose form and heart the bud and blossoip oi 
womanhood were thus early ripened. It was, 
therefore, in a tone, not less kind, but mure re- 
spectful than he had hitherto used, that he said, 
" Nay, Nina, I desire not to pry into your 'Sdr 
crets — I only wish to assure you of the deep 
sympathy which I feel with your sorrow, and of 
my desire to aid or comfort you by any means 
within my power ; but if my curiosity offends 
you, I will retire in the hope that your own gen- 
tle thoughts may soon affbrd you relief." 

Again the little hand was laid upon his arm, 
as Nina, still weeping, whispered, "No, no,-^ 
you do not offend me.— Do not leave me, I en« 
treat you !" 

A painful silence ensued, and Ethelston )nore 
than ever confirmed in the belief that alie had 
bestowed her afifections on some young middy, 
or lieutenant, under hffl* father's command, con- 
tinued in a tone which he attempted to render 
gay : " Well then, Nina, since you will not give 
your eonfidence to Mentor, he mast appoint 
himself your confessor ; and to commence, he 
is right in believing that your dislike to Moiif 
sieur Bertrand arises from youV having given 
your heart elsewhere 1" 

There was no reply ; but her head was bowed 
in token of acquiescence ! 

" I need not inquire," he pursaed, ** whether 
the object of your choice is, in rank and eharao- 
ter, worthy of your affection 1" 

In an instant the drooping head was raised, 
and the dark tresses thrown back from her 
brow, as, with her eyes flashing through the 
moisture by which they were still bedewed, 
Nina replied, " Worthy ! — worthy the aifeelioa 
ofaqneeni" 

Ethelston, startled by her eneiigy, was about . 
to resume his inqniries, when Nina, whose ex- 
cited, spirit triumphed for the moment over all 
restraint, stopped him, saying, " I will spare yoa 
the trouble of farther qnestioas. I will tell yon 
freely, that till lately, very lately, I oared for 
none.— Monsieur Bertrand and all others were 
alike to me ; but fate threw a stranger in my 
path. — He was a friend of my brother ; — he waa 
wounded. — For hoars and hours I watched by 
his couch ; — ^he revived ; — ^his looks were gen- 
tle ; his voice was music. — I drew counsel frooa 
his lips;— he filled my thoughts, my dreams, 
my heart, my being ! But he — ^he considered 
me only as a silly child ;— he understood not 
my heart ; — he mocked my agony ; — be saved 
my brother's life,— and is now accomplishing 
the sister's death!" 

The excitement which supported Nina during 
the commencement of this speech, gradually 
died away. Towards its close, her voice greir 
tremulous, and as the last words escaped her 
quivering lips, exhausted nature gave way un- 
der the burden of her emotion, and she fainted ! 

The feelings of Ethelston may be better ima- 
gined than described. As the dreadful import 
of the poor girl's words gradually broke upon 
him, his cheeks grew paler and paler ; and when, 
at their eondoaioB, her senseless fprqa lajr ex« 
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MnMI at lifsftet, the qbU tew of agony stood 
in drops apon his forehead ! Bot Niaa*s eoadi- 
lion demanded imawdiala aid and altentioo. 
Mastering himself by a powerful effort, he 
Yoatehed a lemon from a neighbouring tree ; be 
ent it in half, and saataining the still insensible 
girl, he ehafed her hands, and rubbed her tern* 
oies with the cool refreshing joioe of the fruit. 
\fler a time, he had the consokition of seeing 
her restored gradually to her senses; and a 
faiint smile came over her connteoance as she 
ibnnd herself supported by his arm. Still she 
closed her eyes, as if in a happy dream, which 
. Sthelston could not bring himself to disturb ; 
and, as the luxuriant black tresses only half 
TOiled the touching beauty of her countenanee, 
he groaned at the reflection that he had inad- 
-vertent^ been the means of shedding the blight 
of unrequited Ioto on a budding flower of such 
exquisite loTcliness. A long silence ensued, 
softened, rather than interrupted, by the low 
wind *as it whispered through the leaves of the 
orange grove ; while the surrounding landscape, 
and the wide expanse of ocean, glowed with the 
red goMen tints of the parting sun. No unplight^ 
ed heart could have resisted all the assailing 
temptations of that hour. But Ethelalon's heart 
was not unplighted ; and the high principle and 
generous warmth of his nature served only to 
deepen the pain and sadness of the present mo- 
ment. He formed, howerer, his rssolution; 
and as soon as he found that Nina was restored 
to conseiousness and to a certain degree of 
composure, he gently withdrew the arm which 
had supported her, and said, in a voice of most 
melancholy earnestness, '*Dear Nina! I will 
not pretend to mistmderstand what you have 
said^-*--! have much to tell you ; but I have not 
now enough eomihand over myself to apeak, 
while you are still too agitated to listen. Meet 
me here to-morrow at this same hour ; mean* 
while, I entreat you, recal those harsh and un- 
kind thoughts which you entertained of me ; 
mtUt believe me, dear, dear sister, that I would, 
rather than have mocked your feelings, have 
died on that feverish couch, from which your 
care revived me.'* 8e saymg, he hastened 
fl«m her presence in a tomult of agitati«m 
searcely less than her own. 

For a long time she sat motionless, in a kind 
of waking dream; his parting words yet dwelt 
in her ear, and her passionate heart construed 
them now according to its own wild throbbings, 
now aecot)i>ng to its gloomiest fears. ^ He has 
much to tell me,'' she mused ; ** he called roe 
dear Nina ; he spoke not in a voice of indifl^er- 
anon his eve was full of a troubled expression 
thiiHliCOuld not reao. Alas ! alas, 'twas onlv 
jiiity ! He oalled me ' dear sister !'— what can 
ho^mean 1 — Oh that to-morrow were come ! I 
shall not outlive the night unless I can believe 
that he loves me I" And then she fell again 
jtalb a reverie ; during which all the looks and 
Cnoes that her partial fancy had interpreted, and 
')er too ^faithful memory had treasured, were 
recalled, and repeated in a thousand shapes; 
tntil exhausted by her agitation, and warned 
fty the darkness of the hour, Nina retired to her 
«leepless couch. 

Meanwhile Ethelston, when he found himself 
alone in his room, scrutiniaed with the most 
•nsitaKing severity his past conduet, endeavour*. 



ing to nBaiemher every eaieleaa or unheeded' 
word by which he could have awakened or en- 
couraged her unsuspected affection. He could 
only blame himself that he had not been mor& 
observant; that he had considered Nina too^ 
much in the light of a child ; and had habitual- 
ly spoken to her in a tone of playful and confi- 
dential familiarity. Thus, though his conscience- 
acquitted him of the most remote intention of 
trifling with her feelings, he accused himself of 
having neglected to keep a watchful guard over 
his language and behaviour, and resolved, at the 
risk of incurring her anger or her hatred, to tell 
her firmly and explicitly on the morrow, that 
he oould not requite her attachment as it de- 
served, his heart having been long and faithful . 
]y devoted to another. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Narratiag the trials and dsngsn that baast BlhalMw ; asd 
how ha acoapad finm dMD, ami Aevmh the Islaad af 
Guadakmpa. 

Thb night succeeding the occurrences related 
in the last chapter brought little rest to the pil- 
low either of Nina or of Ethelston ; and on the 
following day, as if by mutual agreement, they 
avoided each other's presence, until the hour 
appointed for their meeting again in the orange 
grove. Ethelston was firmly resolved to ex- 
plain to her unreservedly his long engagement 
to Lucy, hoping that the feelings of Nina would 
prove, in this instance, rather impetuous than 
permanent. The tedious Hay appeared to her 
as if it never woukl draw to a close. She fled 
from her mother, and A'om the screaming par- 
rots ; she tried the guitar, but it seemed tune- 
less and discordant ; her pencil and her book 
were, by turns, taken up, and aasoon laid aside ; 
she strolled even at mid-day ii^o the orange 
grove, to the spcit where she had last sat hy 
bioiy and a blush stole over her cheek wheo' 
she remembered that she had been betrayed 
into an avowal of her love : and then came the 
doubt, the inquiry, whether be felt any love fox • 
her 1 Thus did she muse and ponder, until t^ 
hours, which in the morning had appeared to • 
creep so slawly over the face of the dial, now 
glided unconsciously forward. The dinner-hour 
had passed unheeded ; and before she had sum^ 
moned any of the courage and firmness which ^ 
she meant to call to her aid, Ethelston stood 
before her. He was surprised at finding Nina . 
on this spot, and had approached it long before 
the appointed time, in order that he might pre- 
pare himself for the difllcult and painful task 
which he had undertaken. But though unpre- 
pareu, uis mind was of too firm and regulated a • 
character to be surprised out oi a fixed deter- 
mination ; and he came up and offered his hand 
to Nina, greeting her in his accustomed tone of 
familiar friendship. She received his salutation . 
with evident embarrassment; her hand and her 
voice trembled* and her bosom throbbed in a 
tumult of anxiety and expectation. Ethelston 
saw that he could not defer the promised ex- 
planation ; and he commenced it with his usual 
gentleness of manner, but with a firm resolve 
that he would be holiest and explicit in his lan- 
guage. He bc^an by referring to bis long ill- 
ness, and, with grai^e» to her care and ai<^ 
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ij9nta»Q Anrwg i.« e9«tiwmn«e ; he aaswred bo-, 
that having been told both by Madame VEa- 
trange and her brother, that ahe waa affianced 
to Monsieur Bertrand, he had accuatomed him- 
aelf to look on her as a younger aister, and, as 
such, had ventured to offer her advice and in- 
struct ion in her studies. He knew not, he 
dreanned not, that she could ever Ipok upon 
him in any other light, than that of a Mentor. 

Here he paused a moment, and continued, in 
•a deeper and more earnest tone, ** Nina-^ear 
Nina, we must be as Mentor and his pupil to 
each other, or we must part. I. will frankly 
lay my heart open to you. I will conceal no- 
thing ; then you will not blame me, and will, I 
hope, permit me to remain your grateful friend 
and brother. Nina, I am not blind either to 
your beauty, or to the many, many graces of 
,your disposition. I do full justice to the warmth 
and truth of your affections: you deserve, when 
loved, to be loved with a whole heart — " 

" O spare this !" interrupted Nina, in a hur- 
ried whisper ; '* Spare this, speak of yourself !" 

"I was even about to do so,*' continued 

Ethelston ; *' bat, Ni|ia, sueh a heart I have not 

to give. For many months and years, before I 

-ever saw or knew you, I have loved, and still 

am betrothed to another." 

A cold shudder seemed to pass through Nina's 
frame while these few words were spoken, as 
if in a moment the health, the hope, the blos- 
eom of her youth were bl^hted ! Not a tear, 
not even a sob gave relief to. her agony ; her 
' bloodless lip trembled in a vain attempt to speak 
she knew not what, and a burning chill sat 
upon her heart. These wwds, may appear to 
4»ome strange and contradictory : happy, thrioe 
happy ye, to whom they so appear ! If you 
have never known what it is to feel at once a 
scorching heat parching the tongue, and drying 
up all the well-springs of life within, while a 
leaden weight of ice seems to benumb the heart, 
then have you never known the sharpest, ex- 
treme pangs of disappointed love ! 

Ethelston waa prepared for some sudden and 
violent expression on the part of Nina, but this 
4eath-like, motionless silence almost overpow- 
ered him. He attempted, by the gentlest and 
the kindest words, , to. arouse her from this 
stupor of grief He .took her hand ; its toach 
was cold. Again and again be ealled her name ; 
l)ut her ear seemed insensible even to his voice. 
At length, unable to bear the sight of her dis- 
tress, and fearful that be might no longer re- 
strain hia tongue from uttering words which 
^ould be treason to his first and faithful love, 
lie rushed into the house, and hastily informing 
Nina*s governess that her pupil had been sud- 
denly taken ill in the olive-grove, he locked 
bimself in his room, and gave vent to the con- 
tefiding emotions by which he was oppressed. 

It was in vain that he strove to calm himself 
by the reflection that he had intentionally trans- 
gressed none of the demands of truth and hon- 
our; — it was in vain that he called up all the 
loBg-cherished recollections of his Lucy and his 
iiome ; — still the image of Nina would not be 
banished ; now presenting itself as he had seen 
faer yesterday, in the full glow of passton, and 
in the full bloom of youthful beattty^— and now, 
as he bad just left her, in the deadly paleness 
and ^^ apathy of despair. The terrible 



thought that, whether gviltily) ovimioeaiilly, te 

had been the cause of all this suffering -tn^ wm 
to whom he owed proteotioii and gratatude, 
wrung his heart with pain that he<ooukl not re- 
press ; and he found relief only in falling on hia 
knees, and praying to the Almighty that the 
sin might not be laid to his charge, and that 
Nina's sorrow might be soothed and comfortai 
by Him, who is the God of consolation. 

Meanwhile the governess had, with the at> 
sistance of two of the negro attendants, brought 
Nina in<p the house. The poor girl oontinaed 
in the same state of insensibility to all that was 
passing around ; her eyes were open, but she 
seemed to recognize no one, and a few vague 
indistinct words still trembled on her lips. 

The doctor was instantly summoned, who 
pronotmced, as aoon as he bad seen his patient, 
that she was in a dangerous fit, using sundry 
mysterious expressions about "febrile aymp- 
toms," and *< pressure on the brain," to which 
the worthy leeoh added shakings of the head 
yet more mysterious. 

For many ()ays her condition eontinoed alarm- 
ing ; the threatened fever came, and with it a 
protracted state of delirium. During this pe- 
riod Ethelston's anxiety and agitation were 
extreme ; aad proportionate was the relief that 
he experience, when he lear&ed that the criaia 
was past, and that the youthful strength of her 
constitution promised speedy reoovery. 

Meanwhile be had to endure the oft-repeated 
inquiries of the Governess, " How he happened 
to find Mademoiselle just as the fit came onl** 
and of Madame L'Estrange, ** How it was poe- 
stble for Nina to be attaeked by so sodden ah 
illness, while walking in the orange- grove!" 

When she was at length pronooneed out of 
danger, Ethelston again began to consider vati^ 
oos projects for his meditated escape firom the 
island. He had more than once held eommuas- 
cation with his faithful Cupid on the subject, 
who waa ready to brave all risks in the servic^ 
of his master ; but the distance which mnst be 
traversed, before they cbuld expect to find a 
friendly ship or coast, seemed to fexcluae all 
reasonable hope oi success. 

It would be impossible to follow and poortraf 
the thousand changes that came over Nina's 
spirit during her recovery. She remembered 
but too well the words that Ethelston had last 
spoken ; at one moment she called him perfidi*- 
ous, ungrateful, hearUess; then she chid hek^ 
self for railing at him, and loaded his name with 
every blessing, and the expression of the fondeiA 
affection ; now she resolved that she wouM 
never see or speak to him more; then she 
thought that she must see him, if it were onl5 
to show how she had conquered her weakness 
Amidst all these contending resolutions, she 
worked herself into the belief that Ethelston 
had deceived her, and that, because he thought 
her a child, and did not love her, he had invent^ 
ed the tale of his previous engagement to lesseil 
her mortification. This aoon became her set- 
Ued conviction ; and when it crossed faer mind, 
she would start with passion and exclaim, **Ha 
shall yet love me, and me, alone !" 

The only confidant of her love waa a yoong 
negress who waited upon her, and who ^as in- 
deed 80 devoted to her that she wocdd have 
braved the Ck»miiodereW utmoat wrathy er peril* 
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led hor lilb to exeeiile her ntistrets'e com- 
nands. 

It happened one eveoing that this girl, whose 
name was Fancbette, went out to gather some 
Drait in the orange-grove ; and while thus em- 
ployed she heard the voice of some one speak- 
ing. On drawing nearer to the spot whence the 
sound proceeded, she saw Ethelston sitting un- 
der the deep shade of a tree, with what appear- 
ed a book before him. 

Knowing that Nina was still confined to her 
room, he had resorted hither to coi)si<ler his 
schemes without interruption, and was so busi- 
ly employed in comparing distances, and calcu- 
lating possibilities, on the map before him, 
that Fanchette easily crept to a place whence 
she could, unpercpived, overhear and observe 
bim< ** I must and will attempt it," he mutter- 
ed aloud to himself, " we must steal a boat. 
Cupid and I can manage it between us; my 
duty and my love both forbid my staying longer 
here ; with a fishing-boat we might reach An- 
tigua or Dominica, or at all events chance to fall 
in with an American or a neutral vessel. Poor 
dear Nina," be added, in a lower tone, *' Would 
to God I had never visited this shore ! tku,^* he 
continued, drawing a locket from his breast, 
'*this treasured remembrance of one far distant 
has made me proof against thy charms, cold to 
thy love, but not, as Heaven is my witness, un- 
moved or insensible to thy sufiRsrings." So say- 
itg he nelapsed into silent musing, and as he re- 
placed the locket, Fanchette crept noiselessly 
Drom her concealment, and ran to communicate 
to her young mistress her version of what she 
had seen. Bieing very imperfectly skilled in En- 
glish, she put her own construction upon those 
row words which she had caught, and thought 
to serve Nina best by telling her what she would 
most like to hear. Thus she described to her 
how Ethelston had spoken to himself over a 
BMP ; how he had mentioned islands to which 
he would sail; how he had named her name 
with tenderness, and had taken something from 
his vest to press it to his lips.'* 

Poor Nina listened in a tumult of joy ; her 
passionate heart would admit no doubting sug- 
gestion of her reason. She was too happy to 
bear even the presence of Fanchette, and re- 
warding h6r for her good newa by the present 
of a beautiful shawl which she wore at the mo- 
ment, pushed the delighted little negress out of 
the room, and threw herself on a couch, where 
she repeated a hundred times that he had been 
to her orange-grove, where they had last parted, 
had named her name with tenderness, had press- 
ed sonae token to bis lips — ^what could that bet 
It might be a flower, a booK, anything — it mat- 
tered not— so long as she only knew he loved 
her ! Having long wept with impassioned joy, 
she determined to show herself worthy of his 
love, and the schemes which she formed, and 
resolved to carry into eflfect, evinced the wild 
fiirce and energy of her romantic character. 
Among her father's slaves was one who, being 
a steady and skilful seaman, bad the charge of 
a schooner (originally an American prize) which 
lay in the harbour, and which the Commodore 
sometiroes used as a pleasure- yacht, or for short 
trips to other parts of. the island : this roan 
(whose name was Jacques) was not only a 
great Hitourite with the young lady, but was 



also smitten with the Made eyes and plump 
charms of M*amselle Fanchette, who thus ct- 
ercised over him a sway little short of absolute. 
Nina having held a conference wi?n her abigail. 
sent for Jacques, who was also admitted to a 
confidential consultation, th^ result of which, 
after occurrences will explain to the reader. 
When this was over, she acquired rather than 
assumed a sudden composure and cheerfulness , 
the delights of a plot seemed at once to restore 
her to health ; and on the following day she sent 
to request that Ethelston would come to see her 
in her boudoir where she received him with a 
calmness and self-possession for which he was 
altogether unprepared. *' Mr. Ethelston,*' said 
she, as soon as he was seated, ** I believe you 
still desire to escape from your prison, and that 
you are devising various plans for effecting that 
object ; you will never succeed unless you call 
me into your counsel." 

Ethelston, though extremely surprised at the 
composure of her manner and language, replied 
with a smile, ** M'amselle Nina, I will not deny 
that you have rightly guessed my thoughts ; but 
as your father is my jailor, I dkl not dare to ask 
your counsel in this matter." 

*' Well, Mr. Mentor," said the wayward girl, 
" how does your wisdom propose to act without 
my counsel V 

** 1 confess I am somewhat at a loss," said 
Ethelston, good-humouredly ; " I must go either 
through the air or the water, and the latter, being 
my proper element, is the path which I would 
rather attempt." 

''And what should yeo think of me, if I were 
to play the traitoress, and aid you in eluding the 
vigilance of my father, and afford the means of 
escape to so formidable an enemy 1" 

Ethelston was completely puzzled by this 
playful tone of banter in one whom he had last 
seen under a paroxysm of passion, and in ^hose 
dark eye there yet larked an expression which 
be could not define ; but be resolved to continue- 
the conversation in the same spirit, and replied, 
**I would not blame you for this act of filial dis- 
obedience, and though no longer your father's 
prisoner, I would, if I escaped, ever remain his 
Jriend." 

**And would you show no gratitude to the 
lady who eflTected your release V 

" I owe her already more— far more, than I 
can pay ; and, for this last crowning "act of her 
generosity and kindness, I would — " 

As he hesitated, she inquired abruptly, " You 
would what, Ethelston?** For a moment she 
had forgotten the part she was acting, and both 
the look that accompanied these words, and tho 
tone in which they were pronounced, reminded 
him that he stood on the brink of a volcanic crater: 

** I would give her any proof of my gratitude 
that she woiSd deign to accept, yes any,*^ he re- 
peated earnestly, *' even to life itself, knowing 
that she is too noble and generous to accept 
aught at my hands which faith and honour for- 
bid me to offer." 

Nina turned aside for a moment, overcome 
by her emotion ; but recovering herself qiickly, 
she added, in her former tone of pleasantry, 
*' She will not impose any hard conditions ; but 
to the purpose, has voar sailor-eye noticed a 
certain little schoonet anchored in the harbour V^ 

** What !" said Ethelston, eagerly, *' a beaa 
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tffVi] craft of aboat twenty tons, on the other 
diae of th^ baj r 

. '* Even the same.*' 

*' Surely I have ! She is American bnilt, and 
•wims like a duck." 

" Well then," replied Nina, " I think I shaU 
do no great barm in restoring heftto an Ameri- 
C9n ! How many men should you require to 
manage her V* 

'* I could sail her easily with one able seaman 
besides my black friend Cupid." 

'' Then," said Nina, " I propose to lend her 
to you ; you may send her back at your conve- 
nience, and I wiu also provide you an able sea- 
man ; write me a list of the stores and articles 
which you will require for the trip, and send it 
me in an hour's time : prepare your own bag- 
gage, and be ready upon the shortest notice ; it 
is now my turn to command and yours to obey. 
Good-bye, Mr. Mentor." So saying, she kissed 
her hand to him and withdrew. 

Ethelston robbed his eyes as if he did not be- 
lieve their evidence. " Could this merry, ready- 
witted girl be the same as the Nina whom he 
had seen, ten days before, heart-broken, and 
unable to conceal or repress the Tiolence of her 
imssion 1" The longer he mused, the mere was 
he puzzled ; and he came at length to a conclu- 
«ion at which many more wise and more foolish 
than himself had arrived, that a woman's mind, 
when influenced by her affections, is » riddle 
hard to be solved. He had not, however, much 
'time for reflection, and being resolved at all risks 
to escape from the island, he hastcfhed to his 
room, and within the hour specified by Nina, 
sent her a list of the stores and provisions for 
the voyage. 

Meanwhile Fanchette had not been idle, she 
kad painted to Jacques, in the liveliest cokHirs, 
the wealth, beauty, and freedom of the distant 
land of Ohio, artfully mingling with this descrip- 
tion promises and allurements which operated 
more directly on the feelings of her black swain, 
mi that the latter, finding himself entreated by 
Fanchette, and commanded >by bis young mis- 
tress, hesitated no longer to betray his trust and 
desert the Commodore. 

EihelstoR, having communicated the prosper- 
ous state of aflairs to Cupid, and desired him to 
have all ready for immediate ^scape, hastened 
to obey another summons sent to him by Nina ; 
he found her in a mood no less cheerful than 
l>efore, and although she purposely averted her 
face, a smile, the meaning of which he could 
not define, played round the corner of her ex- 
pressive mouth. Though really glad to escape 
homeward, and disposed to be grateful to Nina 
for her aid, he could not help feeling angry and 
Tcxed at the capricious eagerness wiih which 
she busied herself in contriving the departure of 
one to whom she had so lately given the strong- 
est demonstration of tenderness ; and although 
his heart told him that he could not love her, 
there was something in this easy and sudden 
withdrawal of her affection which wounded that 
•elf- love from which the best of men are not al- 
together free. These feelings gave an unusual 

coldness and constraint to his manner, when be 

inquired her farther commands. 

To this question Nina '<>plied by saying, 

•* Then, Mi Ethelston, you are on»t'- jesolved 

to leave us, and to risk all the ^uces and per- 

rlsof this voyage?'* 



" Quite," he replied : " it is my wish, my da 
ty, and my firm determination ; and I eoteped 
the room," he added almost in a tone of reproof 
** desirous of repeating to you my thanks for 
your kind assistance." 

Nina's countenance changed ; but still avert- 
ing it from Ethelstoo, she continued in a lower 
voice, ** And do you leave us without pa:n 
without regret." 

There was a tremor, a natural feeling ir the 
tone in which she uttered these few words, t^at 
recalled to his mind all that he had seen her 
sufiTer, and dVove from it the harsh thougbt» 
which he had begun to entertain, and he an* 
swered in a voice from which his self-conunand 
could not banish all traces of emotion, ** Dear 
Nina, I shall leave you with regret that would 
amount to misery, if I thought that my visit had 
brought any permanent unbappiness into this 
house. I desire to leave you as a Mentor shonld 
leave a beloved pupil— as a brother leaves a 
sister : with a full hope that when I am gone 
you will fulfil your parents* wishes, your own 
auspicious destinies, and that, after years and 
years of happiness among those whom Fate 
has decreed to be the companions of your life, 
you will look back upon me as upon a faithful 
adviser of your youthr-an aflfectionate friend 
who " 

Nina's nerves were not strong for the part 
she had undertaken ; gradually her countenance 
had grown pale as marble; a chokvog aensa^ 
tion oppressed her throat, and she sunk in a 
chair, sobbing, rather than uttering, the word 
** Water." ft was fortunately at hand, and 
having placed it in a glass by her aide, Ethelr 
ston retired to the window to conceal his own 
emotion, and to allow time for that of Nina ta 
subside. 

After a few* minutes she recovered her self* 
possession ; and although still deadly pale, her 
voice was distinct and fo-m, as she said, *^£thd- 
ston, I am ashamed of this weakness ; but it is 
over : we will not speak of the past, and witt 
leave to fate the future. Now listen to me : 
all the arrangements for your departure will be 
complete by to-morrow evening. At an hour 
before midnight a small boat, with one man, will 
be at the Quai du March^, below the place St 
Ix>uis. It is far from the fort, and there is no 
sentry near the spot ; you can then row to the 
vessel and depart. But is it not too dangerousl*^ 
she added ; ** Can you risk it t for the wind 
whistles terribly, and I fear the approach of a 
hurricane !" 

Ethelston's eye brightened as he replied, *< A 
rough night is the fairest for the purpose, Nina." 

** Be it so," she replied. ** Now, in return 
for all that I have done for you, there is onlv 
one favour I have to ask at your hands^" 

" Name it," said Ethelston, eagerly. 

** There is," she continued, "a poor sick 
youth in the town, the child of respectable .pa- 
rents in r^ew Orleans ; he desires to go home, . 
if it be only to die there ; and a nurse will take 
care of him on the passage if you will let him go 
with you 1" 

"Assuredly I will," said Ethelston ; "and 
will take as much care of him as if he were my 
brother." 

'*Nay," said Nina, *'they tell me he is order- 
ed to be perfectly quiet, and no one attendU faini' 
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but the niirae ; neitlMr will he five any IrmiUe, 
40 the coxswain aaya there is a small cahin 
where he can remain alone and undistorhed." 

** You may depend,'* said Ethelston, ** that all 
year orders about him shall be faithfully per- 
formed ; and I will see, if I lire, that he reach- 
es bis home in safety .** 

** He and his nurse will be on board before 
you,** said Nina : " and as soon as you reach 
the vessel, you have nothing to do but to escape 
as quick as you can. Now I must bid you 
farewell ! I may not have spirits to see you 
a^in rv She held out her hand to )iim ; it was 
eold as ice ; her faee was still half-averted, and 
her whole frame trembled violently. 

Ethelslon took the oiTered hand, and pressed 

it to his lips, saying, ** A thousand, thousand 

thanks for aU your kindness 1 If I reach home 

jdive I will ms^e your honoured father ample 

^amends for the theft of his schooner ; and if ever 

yen have an opportunity to let me know that 

Tou are well and happy, do not forget that -such 

news will always gladden my heart." He 

tttroed to look at her as he went ; he doubted 

whether the cold rigid apathy of her form and 

-oooBtenanee was that of despair or of indifier- 

'ence ; bat he dared sot trust himself longer in 

her presence ; and as he left the room she sunk 

-on the chair against which she had been leaning 

lor support 

When Ethelslon fband himself alone, he col- 
leeted his thoughts, and endeavoured in vain 
to account for the strange deportment of Nina 
io bidding him farewell. The coolness of her 
OHHiDer, the abrupt brevity of her parting ad- 
-dress, had surprised him ; and yet the tremor, 
the emotion, amoanting almost to fainting, the 
forced tone of voice in which she had spoken, 
all forbad him to hope that ^e had overcome 
her unhappy passion ; he was grieved that he 
had scarcely parted from her in kindness, and 
the pity with which he regarded her was, for 
the moment, almost akin to love. 

Shaking off this temporary weakness, he.em- 
<p1oyed himself forthwith in the preparations for 
his departure ; among the first of which was a 
letter, which he wrote to Captain L'Estrange, 
•and left upon his table. On the following day 
he never once saw Nina ; but he heard from 
^ne of the slaves that ahe was confined to her 
room by severe headach. 

The wind blew with unabated force, the even- 
ing was dark and lowering, as, at the appointed 
hour, Ethelston, accompanied by his faithful 
Cupid, left the bouse with noiseless step. They 
reached the boat without obstruction ; pushed 
<^ and in ten minutes were safe on deck ; the 
<M)xswain whispered that all was ready ; the 
boat was hoisted up, the anchor weighed, and 
the schooner was soon dashing the foam from 
:her bows on the open sea. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Wbst took plaee at Mobehaone during the May of EUiol- 
■ton in Giuulaloape.— Depoitum of Kflglnald for Ihe 

lar-west. 

Whilk the events related in the last two 
ohapters oocnrred at Ouadaloupe, Reginald was 
hosil; employed at Mooshanne in completing 
4be preparations for 1^ projected visit to the 



Delawares, in the Far-west The ha4 (by putting 
in practice the instructions given him by War- 
Eagle respecting Nekimi) at length eocoeeded 
in gaining that noble animars affection ; he 
neighed at Reginald's approach, knew and 
obeyed his Toioe, fed from his band, and n^ 
ceived and returned his caresses, as he had 
before done those of his Indian master. Jl was 
when mounted on Nekimi that our hero found 
his spirit most exulting and buoyant ; he gave 
him the rein on the broadest of the neighbour- 
ing prairies, and loved to feel the springy fleet- 
ness and untiring muscles of this child of the 
western desert. Sometimes, after a gallop of 
many miles, he would leap from the saddle, to 
look with pride and pleasure on the spirited 
eye, the full veins, the expanded nostril of his 
favourite; at other times he would ride him 
slowly throBgh the most tangled and difitecdt 
ground, admiring the instinctive and unerring 
sagacity with which he picked his way. 

Among Reginald*s other accomplishments, 
he had learned in Germany to play not unskil- 
fully on the horn ; and constantly carrying his 
bugle across his shoulders, Nekimi grew bo ac- 
customed to the sound, that he would come to 
it from any distance within hearing of its call. 
It appeared to Reginald so probable that the 
bugle might render him good service on his 
summer excursion, that he not only practised 
his horse to it, but he prevailed on Baptjste to. 
learn his various signals, and even to reply on 
another horn to some of the simplest of them. 
The honest guide's first attempts to sound the 
bugle were ludicrous in the extreme; but he 
good-humouredly persevered, until Reginald 
and he could, from a oonsiderable distance, 
exchange many useful signals agreed upon be- 
tween them, and of course intelligible to none 
but themselves. Among these were the fbUow- 
ingj "Beware!"— "Come to me,"— **Beetill," 
— " Bring my horse,*' and one or ti^o otheie for 
hunting purposes, such as "A bear!"-^**Bafi%i'- 
lo !" To these they added a reply, which was 
always to signify "I understand." But if the 
party called was prevented from obeying, this 
signal was to be varied accordingly. 

At the same time Reginald did not omit to 
learn from tha guide a number of Delaware 
words and phrases, in order that when he ar^ 
rived' among his new friends he might not be 
altogether excluded from communication with 
such of them as should not understand Eng- 
lish ; in these preparations, and occasional 
hunts in company with Baptiste, his time would 
have glided on agreeably enough, had he not 
observed with anxiety the settled melancholy 
that was gradually creeping over his sister La- 
cy ; it was in vain that he strove to comfort her 
by reminding her of the thousand trifling acci- 
dents that might have detained Ethelston in 
the West Indies, and have prevented his letters 
from reaching home. She smiled upon him 
kindly for his well-meant endeavours, and not 
only abstained from all complaint, but tried to 
take her part in conversation ; yet he saw 
plainly that her cheerfulness was forced, and 
that secret sorrow was at her heart. She em« 
ployed herself assiduously in tending her moth- 
er, whose health had of late become exceed- 
ingly precarious, and who was almost always 
eonfiiied to her apartments. Lucy worked br 
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h»r Me, eomreraed with her. read to her, and 
idid all in her power to hide from her the grief 
that possessed her own bosom. Reginald 
marked the struggle, which strengthened, if 
possible, the Ioto that he had always felt for his 
exemplary and aflectionate sister. 

One day he was sitting with her in the bou- 
doir, which commanded, as we have before 
observed, a view of the approach to the house, 
where they saw a horseman coming at full 
speed. As he drew near, he seemed to be a 
middle-aged man, wearing a broad-brimmed 
bat, a coarse over-coat, and loose trowsers ; 
his knees were high up on the saddle, and he 
rode in so careless and reckless a manner, that 
it was marvellous how the uncouth rider could 
remain on bis horse in a gallop. Reginald 
threw open the window ; and as the strange- 
looking figure caught a sight of him, the steed 
was urged yet faster, and the broad-brimmed 
hat was Waved in token of recognition. 

" Now Heaven be praised !" exclaimed Regi- 
nald aloud; "'tis Gregson, the mate!" He 
turned towards his sister: the blood had fled 
from her cheeks and lip, her hands were clasped 
together, and she whispered in a voice scarcely 
articulate, " Heaven be merciful !" 

"Nay, Lucy,*' said her sanguine brother, 
"why this grief! are you not glad that the 
Pride is returned 1" 

"Oh, Reginald!" said Lucy, looking on him 
reproachfhlly through the tears which now 
streamed from her eyes. "Think you that if 
he had been alive and well, he would hav<> al- 
lowed another to come here before him ! Go 
and speak to the man — I cannot see him — ^you 
Mill retbrn and tell me all." 

Reginald felt the reproof, and kissing her af- 
fectionately, hastened from the room. 

Who shall attempt to lift the veil frtm Lucy's 
heart during the suspense of the succeeding 
minutes? It is fbrtonate for human nature, 
that at such a moment the mind is too ccmfhsed 
to be conseioas of its own suflTerings; the min- 
gled emotions of hope and fear, the half-breathed 
prayer,-— the irresistible desire to learn, con- 
tending with the dread of more assured misery, 
•—all these unite in producing that agony of 
suspense which it is impossible to describe in 
words, and of which the mind of the sufferer 
can scarcely reaHze afterwards a distinct im- 
pression. 

After a short absence, Reginald returned, and 
said to his sister, "Lucy, Ethelston is not here, 
but he is alive and safe." V 

She hid her face in hor brother's breast, and 
found rdief in a flood of grateful tears. As soon 
as Lucy had recovered her composure, her 
brother informed her of Ethelston's captivity, 
and of the serious, though not dangerous 
wounds, that he had received ; but he mingled 
with the narration snch warm praises of his 
friend's heroic defence of the brig, and so many 
sanguine assurances of his speedy release and 
return, that her fears and her anxiety were for 
a time absorbed in the glow of pride with which 
she listened to the praises of her lover's eon- 
duct, and in the anticipation of soon having his 
adventures from bis own lips. The faithful 
mate received a kind welcome from the Colo- 
nel, and though the latter had sustained a severe 
loM in ibe brig, he viewed it as a misfortniie^ 



for which no one could be blamed'; aiMi directed 
all his anxiety and his inquiries to the condition 
of Ethelston, whom he loved as his own son. 

" Depend on't. Colonel," said Gregson, " he'll 
come to no harm where he is, for L'Estrange 
is a fine old fellow, and Master B)thelston saved 
his son's -neck from my cutlass. I was cuttin* 
at him in downright aimest, for my dander was 
up, and you know, Colonel, a man a'nt particu- 
lar nice in a deck scurry like that !" 

" And what made him so anxious to save the 
younjfster V inquired the Colonel. 

" Why, I s'pose he thought the day was oar 
own, and the lieutenant too smart a lad to he 
roughly handled for naught ; but the young mad^ 
cap put a pistol-ball into his arm by way oi 
thanks." 

" Well, and did Ethelston still protect him?" 

" Ay, sir, all the same. I've served with a 
number of captains o' one sort or other, smug- 
glers, and slave-cruizers, and old Burt, that the 
Cuba pirates used to called Gunpowder Jack, 
but I will say I never saw a better mva than 
Ethelston step a deck, whether it's * up stick and 
make sail,' or a heavy gale on a lee-shore, or a 
game at long bowls, or a hammer-away fight at 
yard-arm to yard-arm, it's aH one to our skip* 
per, he's just as cool and seems as well pleaa* 
ed, as when it's a free breeze, a dear aea, and 
Black Cupid has piped to dinner." 

" He is a gallant young fellow," said the Col- 
onel, brushing a little moisture from the comer 
of his eye ; " and we will immediately take all 
possible measures for his liberation, both by 
applying, through Congress, for his exchange, 
and by communicating with the French agents 
at New Orleans." 

The conversation was protracted for some 
time, and after its terminatioD, the mate having 
satisfied himself that the Mooshanne cider had 
lost none of its flavour, and that Monaiear Par- 
rot's flask contained genuine cognac, vetnmed 
in high spirits to Marietta. 

The preparations for R«^gmald'8 expedition 
now went briskly forward, as the business 
which the Colonel wished him to transaet with 
the trading companies, on the Mississippi did 
not admit of delay. A large canoe was fitted 
out at Marietta, capable of containing sixteen or 
eighteen persons, and possessing snflieient 
stowage for the provisions and goods reqnired ; 
the charge of it was given to an experienced 
Voyageur, who had more than once accompa- 
nied Baptiste in his excursions to die Upper 
Mississippi and the Great Lakes ; he was a 
steady determined man, on whose fidelity reli 
ance might be placed, and well calculated, from 
the firmness of his character, to keep in order 
the rough and sturdy fellows who formed his 
crew. Bom and bred in that wild border re- 
gion which now forms the State of Michigan, 
the woode^ rapids, and lakes had been familiar 
to him from his childhood ; unlike most of his, 
tribe, he was singularly grave and taciturn ; he 
always wore a bearskin cap, and whether in Ifts 
bateau, his canoe, or his log-hut, his bed was ot 
the same material, so that he was known only 
by the name of " Bearskin ;" his paternal ap- 
pellation, whatever it might have been original- 
ly, having become altogether obsolete and un- 
known. His erew consisted of fo«r stout fel- 
lowB, who, like most of the fndiM heidfliem 
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' wera as akHftal in the use of the paddle od the 
fiTer as in that of the rifle or the land. Among 
them was the gigantic form of Mike Smith, be- 
fore mentioned in this narrative ; all these were 
engaged by the Colonel, at a liberal salary, for 
siJL months, which was to be proportionately 
increased if they were detained in bis service 
for a longer period. It was also settled that 
Monsieur Gustavo Perrot should take his pas- 
sage in the canoe ; and to his care were en- 
trusted the Indian presents, clothes, and other 
articles, which were his master's own property. 
Reginald had resolved to cross the Territory on 
horseback, accompanied by Baptiste, and he 
therefore meant to carry with him only such 
arms, and other articles, as were likely to be 
required on the journey. 

The orders given to Bearskin were to make 
the best of his way, to St. Louis, and having 
delivered the letters with which he was en> 
trusted, there to await Reginald's arrival. The 
cargo of the canoe eonsisted chiefly (with the 
exception of a full supply of arms and provi- 
sions) of powder, cutlery, clothes of various 
colours, paints, mirrors, and a great variety of 
beads. Her equipment was soon completed, 
and she left Marietta amid the cheers of the 
crowd assembled on the wooden pier in front of 
I)avid Moir*s store, the latter observing to our 
old friend the mate, who stood at bis elbow, 
"Pm thinking, Maister Gregson, they chaps 
will liae enough o' the red-skin deeviis, an* fur- 
huntin' amongst a wbeen wild trappers and daft 
neer-do-weels ayont the Mississippi ! Weel a 
weel, ye maun just step ben and tak* a stoup o* 
cognac to the success o' Bearskin and his crew." 
Although there was much in the merchant's 
harangue that was like Greek or Hebrew to the 
mate, the closing invitation being adapted as 
well to his comprehension as to bis inclination, 
he expressed a brief but cheerful acquiescence, 
and the worthy couple entered the house to- 
gether. As soon as Ihey were seated in the 
parlour, Jessie placed on the table some excel- 
lent corn-cakes and cheese, together with the 
before-mentioned cognac, and busied herself 
with even more than her wonted alacrity, to 
offer these good things to the father of the 
youth towards whom she entertained, as we 
have said, a secret but very decided partiali- 
ty. She carried her hospitality so far as to 
bring a bottle of old madeira from David's fa- 
vourite corner in the cellar, which she decanted 
witi) great dexterity, and placed before the mate. 
The jolly tar complimented the merchant, after 
his own blunt fashion, both on the excellence 
of his liquor, and the attractions of his daugh- 
ter, saying, in reference to the latter, " I can 
tell you, Master Muir, that I hold Jessie to be 
as handsome and as handy a lass as any in the 
territory. If I were twenty years younger, I 
should be very apt to clap on all sail, and try to 
make a prize of her V* 

At this moment his son entered from the 
store, under the pretext of speaking to David 
about the sale of some goods, but with the ob- 
ject of being for a few minutes near to Jessie. 
He had never spoken to her of love, being 
afraid liiat his suit would certainty be rejected 
by her parents, who, from their reputed wealth, 
would doubtless expect to marry their daugh- 
Ur to. one of the prm<!ipai pArsooages in the 



commonwealth of Marietta. As he entered, 
his eyes encountered those of Jessie, who was 
still blushing from the effect of the compliment 
paid to her by his father. 

** Harry, my boy,*' shouted the mate, " you 
are j[ust come in time ; I have filled a glass of 
David*s prime 84, and you must give me a toast ! 
Now, my lad, speak up ; heave a-head !" 

** Father, I am ashamed of you !" replied the 
youth, colouring. " How can you ask for ano- 
ther toast when Miss Jessie's standing at your 
elbow 1" 

" The boy's right," said the sailor, *< and he 
shall drink it, too ; shan't he David 1" 

*' I'm thinking y'll no need to ask him twice. 
Jessie, hand the lad a glass !" 

At her father's bidding she brought another 
glass from the cupboard ; and in giving it to 
young Gregson, one or other of them was so 
awkward, that instead of it he took her hand in 
his; and although he relinquished it immedi- 
ately, there was a pressure, unconscious per- 
haps, but so distinctly perceptible to Jessie^ 
that she blushed still deeper, and felt almost re- 
lieved by hearing her name called from the 
store in the loudest key of her mother's shrill 
voice, while it was repeated yet more loudly by 
the honest mate, who gave the toast as she left 
the room, ** Here's Jessie Muir, — a long life and 
a happy one to her !" 

Henry Gregson drank the madeira, but he 
scarcely knew whether it was sweet or sour, 
for his blood still danced with the touch of Jes- 
sie's hand ; and setting down the glass, he re- 
turned abruptly to the store, whether in the 
hope of stealing another look at her, or to en- 
joy his own reflections on the last few minutes, 
the reader may determine for himself. 

The mate and the merchant continued their 
sitting until the bottle of madeira was empty, 
and the flask of cogniac was considerably di- 
minished ; and although their conversation was 
doubtless highly interesting, and worthy of being 
listened to with the greatest attention, yet, as it 
did not bear immediately upon the events of our 
narrative, we will leave it unrecorded, among 
the many other valuable treasures of a similar 
kind, which are suffered day by day to sink into 
oblivion. 

M. Perrot being now fairly under way, and 
having taken with him all the articles required 
by Reginald for his Indian expedition, our hero 
resolved no longer to delay his own departure, 
being about to encounter a very tedious land 
journey before he could reach St. Louis, and" 
being also desirous qf performing it by easy 
marches, in order that Nekimi might arrive at 
the Osage hunting-camp fresh, and ready for 
any of those emergencies in which succesa 
might depend upon his strength and swiftness. 
Baptiste was now quite in his element ; and an 
early day being fixed for their departure, he pack- 
ed the few clothes and provisions which they 
were likely to require on the journey, in two 
capacious leather bags, which were to be .<')ung 
across the rough hardy nag which had accom- 
panied him on more than one distant expedition, 
and he was soon able to announce to Reginald, 
that he was ready to start at an hour's notice. 

The parting of our hero from his family was 
somewhat trying to his firmness ; for poor Lucy, 
whose nerves were much aflSected by her owo' 
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sorrows, coald not control her grief; Aant Mary 
also shed tears, while, mingled with her repeat- 
ed blessings and excellent counsel, she gave 
Him several infallible recipes fur the cure of cuts, 
bruises, and the bite of rattle-snakes. The Col- 
onel squeezed his hand with concealed emotion, 
and bade him remember those whom he leil be- 
faind, and not incur any foolish risk in the pur- 
suit of amusement, or in the excitement of In- 
dian adventure. But it was in parting with his 
iDother that his feelings underwent the severest 
Irial, for her health had Jong been gradually de- 
dining ; and although she evinced the resigned 
composure which marked her gentle uncomplain- 
jng character, there was a deep solemnity in her 
^rewell benediction, arising from a presentiment 
that they might not meet again on this side of 
the grave. It required all the beauty of the 
iicenery through which he passed, and all the 
constitutional buoyancy of his spirits, to enable 
Reginald to shake off the sadness which crept 
over him, when he caught from a rising ground 
the last glimpse of Mooshanne ; but the fresh 
elasticity of youth ere long prevailed, and he ran 
iiis fingers through the glossy mane that hung 
over Nekimi*s arching crest, anticipating with 
pleasure the wild adventures by flood and field 
that they would share together. 

Reginald wore the deer-skin hunting-suit that 
ive have before described ; his rifle he had sent 
with the canoe, the bugle was slung across his 
shoulders, a brace of horse-pistols were in the 
Jholsters, and a hunting knife hanging at his gir- 
dle completed his equipment. Tlie sturdy guide 
was more heavily arnaed ; for besides his long 
rifle, which he never quitted, a knife hung on 
one side of his belt, and at the other was slung 
the huge axe which had procured him the name 
by which he was known among some of the 
tribes ; but in spite of these accoutrements, and 
of the saddle-bags before-mentioned, his hardy 
nag paced along with an enduring vigour that 
would hardly have been expected from one of 
80 coarse and unpromising an exterior ; some- 
times their way lay through the vast prairies 
'Which were still found in the states Indiana and 
Illinois ; at others among dense woods and rich 
Talleys, through which flowed the various tribu- 
taries that swell Ohio's mighty stream, the guide 
losing no opportunity of explaining to Reginald 
as they went, ail the signs and secret indications 
of Indian or border woodcraft that occurred. 
They met with abundance of deer, and at night 
they made their fire ; and having finished their 
venison supper, camped under the shelter of 
some ancient oak or sycamore. Thus Reginald's 
hardy frame became on this preliminary journey 
more inured to the exposure that he would have 
to undergo among the Osages and Delawares 
of the Far- west ; they fell in now and then with 
straggling bands of hunters and of friendly In- 
dians, but with no adventures worthy of record ; 
and thus, aller a steady march of twenty days, 
they reached the banks of the Mississippi, and 
crossed in the ferry to St. Louis. 



CHAPTER XVi; 

Tb« Escape of Etheltton from Gnadaloupe, and the Conie- 
fttencei which ensued frum that Expedition.. 

•W£ lel^ Ethelston on the deck of the little 



schooner, which was bearing him rapioly from 
the shores of Gnadaloupe, under the inflnence of 
an easterly wind, so strong that all his attention 
was absorbed in the management of the vessel. 
During the night the gale increased, and blew 
with unabated violence for forty-eight hours. 
'* The Sea-gull/' for so she was called, scudded 
lightlv before it; and on the third day Ethel- 
ston bad made by his log upwards of nve hun- 
dred miles of westerly course. 

Having only two bands on board, and ^^he 
weather being so uncommonly boisterous, he 
had been kept in constant employment, and had 
only been able to snatch a few brief intervals for 
sleep and refreshment; he found Jacques the 
coxswain an active able seaman, but extremely 
silent and reserved, obeying exactly the oniers 
he received, but scarcely uttering a word even to 
Cupid; it was he alone who attended upon the 
Invalid and the nurse in the after cabin ; and the 
weather having now moderated, Ethelston asked 
how the youth had borne the pitching and toss- 
ing of the vessel during the late gale. Jacques 
replied, that he was not worse, and seemed not 
to suflTer from the sea. The captain was satis- 
fied, and retired to his cabin ; he had not been 
there long, before Cupid entered ; and carefully 
shotting the door behind him, stood before his 
master with a peculiar expression of counte- 
nance, which the latter well knew to intimate 
some unexpected intelligence. 

<' Well, Cupid, what is it V* said Ethelston, *< is 
there a suspicious sail in sight V* 

" Very suspicious, Massa Ethelston," replied 
the Black, grinning and lowering his voice tc a 
whisper, "and suspicious goods aboard the 
schooner." 

" What do you mean, Cupid T* / 

** There is some trick aboard. I not like that } 
Jacques that never speak, and I not like that ' 
sick boy and bis nurse, that nobody never see." 

<' But why should you be angry, Cupid, with 
the poor boy because he is sick 1 I have prom- 
ised to deliver him safe to his friends at New 
Orleans, and I hope soon, with this breeze, to 
perform my promise." 

^' Massa Ethelston, I believe it all one damn 
trick— I not believe there is one sick boy ; wbea 
Jacques come in and go out of that cabin he 
creep, and look, and listen, and watch like the 
ColoneFs grey cat at the cheese cupboard; Cu- 
pid no pretend to much leamin*, but he no be 
made fool of by damn French nigger, and he no 
tell Massa Ethelston a lie." So saving, the 
African withdrew as quietly as be had entered. 

After musing some time on his follower's com-" 
munication and suspicions, he resolved to un- 
ravel whatever mystery might be attached to the 
matter, hy visiting the invalid immediately. On 
his knocking gently at the door for admission, 
he was answered from within by the nurse that 
her patient was asleep, and ought not now to be 
disturbed; but being determined not to allow 
another day to pass in uncertainty, he went on 
deck, and summoning Jacques, told him to go 
down presently and inform the nurse that in the 
evening, as soon as her patient was awake, he 
should pay him a visit. 

Jacques received thi.<^mandate with some con- 
fusion, and began to stammer something abcuc 
the " poor boy not being disturbed." 

" Harkee, sir," said Ethelston sternly; " I am 
captain on board this craft, and will be obeyed ; 
as yon go into that eabin three or four times a 
day to attend upon the invalid, metliinks my. 
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pieaence cannot be so dangerons. I will take 
the risk npon mysel£: 70a hear my orders, sir, 
and they aie not to be trifled with!'' 

Jacqaes disappeared, and Ethelston remained 
pacing the deck. In abont half an hoar the lat- 
ter came np to him, and said, " The yoang gen- 
tleman will receive the captain at sundown. 

" Very well," replied Ethelston, and continued 
ta pace the deck, revolving in his mind all the 
strange events of the last month, — his illness, the 
unfortunate passion of Nina, and her strange be- 
haviour when he bade her farewell. 

At the appointed time he went down, and 
again knocked at the side cabin door for admis- 
sion ; it was opened by the nurse, apparently a 
youDg woman of colour, who whispered to him 
in French, "Go in, sir, and speak gently to him, 
for he is very delicate." So saying she left the 
cabin, and closed the door behind her. 

Ethelston approached the sofa, on which the 
grey evening light permitted him to see a slight 
Igurc, covered witn a mantle; and addressmg 
the invalid kindly, he said, '* I fear, young sir, 
ydu must have sufiered much during the gale." 

"No, I thank you," was the reply, but so 
faintly uttered as to be scarcely audible. 

"Can I do anything to make your stay on 
board more comfortable V* 

" Yes," was the whispered answer. 

" Then tell me what, or how; as I have prom- 
ised to do all in my power to make the voyage 
agreeable to you." 

After a pause of a minute, during which the 
invalid seemed struggling with repressed emo- 
tion, the mantle was suddenly thrown aside, the 
recumbent figure sprang from the sofa, and Nina 
stood before him! "Yes," she said, "you have 
promised — ^and my ears drank in the promise — 
K>r it, and for you I have abandoned home, coun- 
try, kindred, — what do I say, — I have abandoned 
nothing; for you are to me home, kindred, coun- 
try, everything! Dear, dear Ethelston ! this mo- 
ment repa3rs me for all I have suflfered." As she 
spoke thus, she threw her arms round his neck, 
and hid her blushing face upon his breast. 

Ethelston was so completely taken by sur- 

{»rise, that for a moment he could not utter a syl- 
able. Mistaking his silence for a full partici- 
pation in her own impassioned feelings, and 
looking up in his face, her eyes beaming with 
undisguised affection, and her dark tresses fall- 
ing carelessly over her beautiful- neck, she con- 
tinued, " Oh speak — ^speak one gentle word, — 
nay, rather break not this delicious silence, and 
let me dream here for ever." 

If Ethelston was for a moment stupified, partly 
by surprise and partly by the effect of her sur- 
passing loveliness, it was but lor a moment. 
His virtue, pride, and honour were aroused, and 
the suggestions of passion found no entrance to 
his heart. Fiimly, but quietly replacing her on 
the sofa she had quitted, he said, in a voice more 
stem than he had ever before used when ad- 
dressing her, " Nina, you have grieved me more 
than I can express ; you have persisted in seek- 




tionate, and docile — ^but^ wild, headstrong girl, 
pursuing a wayward fancy, regardless of truth, 
and of that maidenly reserve, which is wom- 
an's sweetest charm. Not only have you thus 
hurt my feelings, but you have brought a stain 
upon my honour, — nay, interrupt me not," he 
added, aediif that she was aboot to speakj "for 



I must tell you the truth, and yon must leam up 
bear it, even though it may sound harsh to your 
ears. I repeat, you have brought a stain upon 
my honour,— for what will your respected fathei 
thmk of the man whom he received wounded, sni- 
fering, and a prisoner? whom he cherished wiik 
hospitable kindness, and who now requites all hi» 
benefits by stealing from his roof the daughter oi 
his love, the ornament and blessing of his home T 
Nina, I did not think that you would bring thi2ft> 
disgrace and humiliation upon my name! I 
have now a sacred add a painful duty before 
me, and I will see yon no more until I have re- 
stored you to the arms of ^n offended father. I 
hope he will foreive you, as I do, for the wrong 
that you have aone to both of us. Farewell, 
Nina." With these words, spoken in a voice 
trembling with contending emotions, he turned 
and left Uie cabin. 

Reader, have yon ever dwelt in Sicily, or in 
any other southern i^and of volcanic forma*^ 
tion 1 If so, you may have seen a verdant spot 
near the base of the mountain, where the flowers 
and the herbage were smiling in the fresh beau- 
ty of summer, where the luxuriant vine mingled 
her tendrils with the spreading branches of the 
elm, where the air was loaded with fragrance, 
and the ear was refreshed by the hum of bees 
and the murmur of a rippling stream,^n a sad- 
den, the slumbering monntain-fumace is aroused 
—the sulphurous crater pours forth its fiery del- 
uge, and in a moment the spot so lately teeming 
with life, fertility, and fragrance, is become the 
arid, barren abode of desolation. If, reader, you 
have seen this fearful change on the face of na- 
ture, or if you can place it vividly before your 
imagination, then may you conceive the state 
of Nina's mind, when her long-cherished love 
was thus abruptly and finally rejected by the 
man for whom she had sacrificed l^r h(>mc, het 
parents, and her pride ! It is impossible for ]an> 
guage to portray an agony such as that by whicii 
all the faculties of her soul and body seemed 
absorbed and benumbed ; she neither spcke, noi 
wept, nor gave any outward sign of sufiering, 
but with bloodless and silent lips, sat gazing os 
vacancy. 

Fanchette returned, and looked on her young 
mistress with fear and dread. She could neithei 
elicit a word in reply, nor the slightest indica- 
tion of her repeated entreaties being understood. 
Nina sufferea her hands to be chafed, her tem- 

Eles to be bathed, and at length broke into a loud 
ysteric laugh, that rang through the adjoining 
cabin, and sent a thrill to the heart of Ethelston 
Springing on deck, he ordered Jacques to go be- 
low, and aid Fanchette in attending on her 
young lady, and then, with folded arms, he lean- 
led over the low bulwark, and sal meditating ir 
deep silence on the events of the day. 

The moon had risen, and her beams silvered 
the waves through which the schooner was cut- 
ting her way; scarcely a fleeting cloud obscured 
the brighmess of the sky, and all nature seemed 
hushed in the calm and peaceful repose of nigbt. 
How different from the fearful storm now raging 
in the bosom of the young girl from whcm hr 
was divided only by a few inches of plank ! He 
shuddered when that thought arose, out his con- 
science told him that he was acting aright, and, 
indulging in the reverie that possessed him, he 
saw a distant figure in the glimmering moonlight 
which, as it drew near, grew more and jiore dis- 
tinct, till it wore the form, the features, and tbe 
apptoving smile of his Ziuey t Croofiimed an4 
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streDgthencd in his resolatlons, he started Irom 
his seat, and bade the astonished Cupid, who 
was now at the helm, to prepare to go about, 
and stand to the eastward ; Jacques was called 
from below, the order was repeated in a sterner 
voice, the sails were trimmed, and in a few min- 
utes the schooner was close hauled and laying 
her course, as near as the wind would permit, 
for Guadaloupe. 

While these events were passing on board Qie 
Seagull, Captain L'Estrange had returned in the 
frigate to Point i Pitre. His grief and anger 
may be better imagined than described when he 
learned the flight of his daughter and of his pris- 
oner, together with the loss of his yacht and two 
of his slaves. 

Concluding that the fugitives would make for 
New Orleans, he dispatched the Hirondelle im- 
mediately in pursuit, with orders to discover 
them if possible, and to bring them back by 
stratagem or force. He also wrote to Colonel 
Brandon, painting in the blackest colours the 
treachery and ingratitude of Eihelston, and call- 
ing upon him, as a man of honour, to disown 
;ind punish the perpetrator of such an outrage on 
the laws of hospitality. 

Meanwhile the latter was straining every nerve 
to, reach again the island from which he had so 
lately escaped. In this object he was hindered, 
not only by baflling winds, but by the obstinacy 
of Jacques, who, justly fearing the wrath of his 
iaie master, practised every manceuvre to frus- 
trate Ethelston's design. But the latter was on 
his guard ; and unless he was himself on deck, 
never trusted the helm in the coxswain's hands. 

He learned from Fanchette, that Nina was in 
a high fever and quite delirious; but though he 
inquired constantly afler her, and ordered every 
attention to be paid to her that was within his 
power, he adhered firmly to the resolution that 
ne had formed of never entering her cabin. 

ASier a few days^ sailing to the eastward, when 
Ethelston calculated that he should not now be 
at a great distance from Guadaloupe, he fell in 
with a vessel, which proved to be the Hirondelle. 
The Seagull was immediately recognised ; and 
the weather being fair, the lieutenant and eight 
men came on board. The Frencji officer was 
no sooner on the deck, than he ordered his men 
to seize and secure Ethelston, and to place the 
two blacks in irons. 

It was in vain that Ethelston indignantly re- 
monstrated against such harsh and undeserved 
treatment. The officer would listen to no expla- 
4]ation; and without deigning a reply, ordered 
his men to carry their prisoners on board the 
Hirondelle. 

On reaching Point k Pitre, they were all placed 
in separate places of confinement ; and Nina was, 
not without much risk and difficultv, conveyed 
to her former apartment in her father's house. 
The delirium oi fever seemed to have perma- 
nently afl'ecied the poor girl's brain. She sang 
wild snatches of songs, and told those about her 
that her lover was often with her, but that he was 
invisible. Sometimes she fancied herself on 
Doard a ship, and asked them which way the 
wind blew, and whether they were near the 
iihore. Then she would ask for a guitar, and 
fell them that she was a mermaid, and would 
sing them songs that the fishes loved to hear. 

The distracted father often sat and listened to 
these incoherent ravings, until he left the room 
in an agony not to be described ; and when alone, 
yjeAted the most fearful imprecations on the sap- 



posea treachery and ingratitude of Ethelstoou 
He could not bring himself to see the latter; for^ 
said he, " I must kill him, if I set eyes on his 
hateful person :" but he one day wrote the fol> 
lowing lines, which he desired to be delivered to 
his prisoner : 

''A FATHER, whose indignation is yet greater 
than his agony, desires to know what plea you 
can urge in extenuation of the odious crimes , 
laid to your charge : — the deliberate theft of his 4 
slaves and jacht, and the abduction and ruin of -^ 
his child, in recompense for misplaced trus\, 
kindness, and hospitality V* 

Poor Ethelston, in the gloomy solitude of the 
narrow chamber where he was confined, read 
and re-read the above lines many times before 
he would trust himself to reply to them. He felt 
for the misery of L'Estrange, and he was too 
proud and too generous to exculpate himself by 
the narration of Nina's conduct; nay, although 
he knew that by desiring L'Estrange to exam* 
ine separately Fanchette and Jacques, his own 
innocence, and the deceit practised upon him, 
would be brought to light, he could not bring 
himself to forget that delicacy which Nina had 
herself forgotten ; nor add, to clear himself, one 
mite to the heavy weight of visitation that had 
already fallen upon her. He contented himself 
with sending the following answer: 

" Sir, 
" Your words, though harsh, would be mora 
than merited by the crimes of which you believe 
me guilty. There is a Being above, who reads 
the heart, and will judge the conduct of us alL 
If I am guilty of the crimes imputed to me, His 
vengeance will inflict on me, through the stings 
of conscience, punishment more terrible even 
than the wrath of a jnstly-ofiended father could 
desire for the destroyer of his child. If I am not 
guilty. He, in His own good time, will make it 
known, and will add to your other heavy sor- 
rows, regret for having unjustly charged wilh 
such base ingratitude, 

*' Your servant and prisoner, 

"K Ethelston." 

On receiving the above letter, which seemed 
dictated by a calm consciousness of rectitude, 
L'Estrange's belief of his prisoner's guilt was for 
a moment staggered ; and had he bethought him- 
self of cross-examining the other partners in the 
escape, he would doubtless have arrived at tht 
truth ; but his feelings were too violently excited 
to permit the exercise of his reason ; and tearing 
the note to pieces, he stamped upon it, exclaim* 
ing, in a paroxysm of rage, '* Dissembling hypo> 
critet does he think to cozen me with words, as 
he has poisoned poor Nina's peace V* 

Her aisorder now assumed a difl^erent charae- 
ter. The excitement of delirium ceased, and was 
succeeded by a feebleness and gradual wasting, 
which baffled all the resources of medicine; and 
such was the apathy and stupor that clouded 
her faculties, that even her father could scarcely 
tell whether she knew him or not. In this state 
she continued for several days; and the physi- 
cian at length informed L'Estrange that he must 
prepare himself for the worst, and that all hope 
of recovery was gone. 

Madame L'Estrange had, under the pressure 
of anxiety, forgotten her habitual listlessness^ 
and watched by her daughter's couch with a 
mother's unwearied solicitude; on the night sue* 
ceeding the above sad announcement, Nina sunk 
into a quiet sleep, which gave some hcpe to hef 
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sanguine parents, and induced them also to per- 
mit themselves a few hours' repose. 

In the mommg she awoke ; her eye no longer 
dwelt on vacancy; a slight flush was visible on 
her transparent cheek, and she called her father, 
in a voice leeble, indeed, but clear and distinct. 
Who shall paint the rapture with which he hailed 
the returning dawn of reas'^n and of hope 1 But 
his joy was of brief dura n ; for Nina, beck- 
oning him to approach ye. i ir, said, "God 

be thanked that I may yet beg y^ ir blessing and 
forgiveness, dearest father!" Then, pressing 
her wasted hand upon her brow, she continued, 
ifter a short pause, *^ Yes, I remember it all 
now — all; the orange-grove — the flight — the ship 
—the last meeting 1 Oh I tell me, where is he 1 
where is Ethelston V* 

** He is safe confined," answered L'Estrange, 
scarcely repressing his rage ; " he shall not 
escape punishment. The villain shall yet know 
the weight of an injured father's — " Ere he 
could conclude the sentence, Nina, by a sudden 
exertion, half rose in her bed, and, grasping his 
ami convulsively, said, "Father, curse him not 
— you know not what you say ; it is on me, on 
me alone, that all your anger should fall ; listen, 
and speak not, for my hours are numbered, and 
my strength nearly spent" She then proceeded 
to tell him, in a faint but distinct voice, all the 
particulars already known to the reader, keep- 
ing back nothing in her owo defence, and con- 
fessing how Ethelston had been deceived, and 
how she had madly persisted in her endeavours 
to win his love, after he had explicitly owned to 
her that his heart and hand were promised to 
another. 

*' 1 solemnly assure yon," she said, in conclu- 
sion, " that he never spoke to me of love, that he 
warned me as a brother, and reproved me as a 
father ; but I would not be counselled. His im- 
age filled my thoughts, my senses, my whole 
seal — ^it fills them yet; and if you wish your 
poor Nina to die in peace, let her see you em- 
brace him as a friena and son." So saying she 
sank exhausted on her pillow. 
" L'Estrange could scarcely master the agita- 
tion excited by this narration. AAer a short 
pause he replied, ** My poor child ! I fear you 
dream again. I wrote only a few days ago to 
Ethelston, charging him with his villany, and 
asking what he could say in his defence f His 
reply was nothing but a canting subterfuge." 

" What was itl" inquired Nina, faintly. 

L'Estrange repeated the words of the note. As 
he did so, a sweet smile stole over her counte- 
nance, and, clasping her hands together, she ex- 
claimed, " Like himself— noble, generous Ethel- 
ston! Father, you are blind; he would not 
exculpate himself, by proclaiming your daugh- 
ter's shame I If yon doubt me, question Fan- 
chette — ^Jacques — who know it all too well ; but 
you will not doubt me, dear, dear father! By 
that Being to whose presence I am fast hasten- 
ing, I tell you only the truth ; by His name I 
conjure you to comfort my last moments, by 
granting my last request !" 

L'Estrange averted his face, and rising almost 
immediately, desired an attendant to summon 
Ethelston without delay. 

A long pause ensued; Nina's lips moved as 
if in silent prayer ; and her father, covering his 
face with his hands, struggled to control the an- 
gaish by which his firmness was all but over- 
power^. At length Ethelston entered the room ; 
be had been informed that Nina was very ill, but I 



was by no means aware of the extremity of her 
danger. Naturally indignant at the treatment 
be had lately received, knowing it to be unde- 
served, and ignorant oi the purpose for which he 
was now called, his manner was cold and some* 
what haughty, as he inquired the commands 
which Captain L'Estrange might have ioc hi« 
prisoner. 

The agonized father sought in rain for utter- 
ance; his only reply was to point to the almost 
lifeless form of his child. 

One glance from the bed to the countensfnc^ 
of L'Estrange was sufficient to explain all to 
Ethelston, who sprang forward, abd, wringirg- 
the old captain's hand, faltered, in a voice ct* 
deep emotion, " Oh ! forgive me for so speaking; 
I knew nothing — nothing of this dreadful scene !" 
Then, turning from him, he fixed his eyes upon 
Nina, while the convulsive working of his fea- 
tures showed that his habitual self-command 
was scarcely equal to support the present unex- 
pected trial. 

The deadly paleness of her brow contrasted 
with the disordered tresses of her dark hair — th^ 
long eyelashes, reposing upon the transparent 
cheek, which wore a momentary hectic glow — 
the colourless lip, and the thin, wan fingers, 
crossed meekly upon her breast — all gave to her 
form and features an air of such unearthly beauty 
that Ethelston almost doubted whether the spiri*^ 
still lingered in its lovely mansion; but hi& 
doubts were soon resolved, for, havino^ finished 
«he unuttered but fervent prayer which she had 
been addressing to the Throne of Grace, she 
again unclosed her eyes, and when they rested 
upon his countenance, a sweet smile nlaye^. 
round her lip, and a warmer flush came ever he-r 
cheek. Extending her hand to him, she said« 
" Can you forgive me for all the wrong i have 
done you Y* 

In reply, he pressed her fingers to his lips, lo; 
he could not speak. She continued : " I kno% 
that 1 grievously wronged my parents ; but the 
wrong which I did to you was yet more crueL 
God be thanked for giving me this brief but pre- 
cious hour for atonement. You more than once 
called me your sister and your friend! be a 
brother to me now. And you, dearest father, if 
your love outweighs my fault, — if you wish your 
child to die happy, embrace him for my sake, 
and repair the injustice that you have done to 
his generous nature !" 

The two men looked at each other; their 
hearts were melted, and theic cordial embrace 
brought a ray of gladness to Nina's eyes. " God 
be thanked!" she murmured Ihintly. "Let my 
mother now come, that I may receive her bless- 
ing too." 

While L'Estrange went to summon his wife 
to a scene which the weakness of her mind and 
nerves rendered her unequal to support, Nina 
continued: "Dear, dear Ethelston, let me hear 
your voice ; the madness, the passion, the jeal- 
ousy, that filled my bosom are all past, but the 
love is there, imperishable ; tell me, my friend, 
counsellor, brother, that you are not angry with 
me for saying so now." 

Again the wasted fingers were pressed to hi? 
burning lip; his tongue could not yet find utter., 
ance, but a tear which fell upon them told to the 
sufferer that there was no mdifiference in that 
silence. 

Captain L'Estrange now entered, accompa* 
nied by his wife. Although a weak and fool- 
ish woman, her heart was not dead to those nai^ 
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fstal afiactions of a mother which the present 
scene might be expected to call forth; she wept 
-long and violently over her dying child, and 
perhaps her grief might be embittered by a 
whisper of conscience that her sufierings were 
more or less attributable to neglected edacation. 
Fearing that her mother's excessive agitation 
might exhaust Nina's scanty store of remain- 
ing strength, Ethelston suggested to Captain 
L'£strange to withdraw her into the adjoining 
apartment; and, approaching the sufferer, he 
whispered a few words in her ear. A sweet 
smile played upon her countenance as she an- 
swered, " Ye^ and without delay." 

Following ner retiring parents from the room^ 
he motioned to the priest, who was waiting at 
-the door, to enter; and the sad party remamed 
together while the confessor performed the rites 
<of his sacred office^ Madame L'Estrange was 
•so overpowered by her grief, that she was re- 
moved, almost insensible, to her own apartment, 
while, upon a signal from the holy man, Ethel- 
ston and the father re-entered that of Nina. 

Addressing the latter, she said in a faint voice, 
-''Dearest father, I have made my peace with 
Heaven ; let me add one more prayer to you for 
peace and forgiveness on earth." 

** Speak it, my child ; it is already granted," 
<8aid the soAened veteran. 

" Pardon, for my sake, Fanchette and Jacques : 
4hey have committed a great offence; but it was 
•I who uraed them to it." 
. ''It is forgiven : and they shall not be punish- 
ed," replied L'Estrange: while Ethelston, deep- 
ly touched by this amiable remembrance of the 
offending slaves at such a moment, whispered 
•to her in a low voice, 

" Blessed are the peace-makers ; for they shall 
be called the children of God !" 

A grateful pressure of the hand which he had 
placed in hers, was the only reply, as she con- 
tinued, addressing L'Estrange, " And let them 
marry, father, I know they love each other ; and 
•those who love should marry," Here her voice 
became feebler and feebler, as, once more open- 
ing her dark eyes, which shone with preternat- 
ural lustre upon Ethelston, she added, "You, 
too, will marry; but none will ever love you 
,like your . . . sister !— closer — closer vet 1 let me 
feel your breath. Father, join your hand to his 
—so ! This death is - - Par - - -" 

The clo^'ng word died upon her lips; but the 
angelic smile that lingered there seemed to em- 
anate from that Paradise which their last mo- 
ments strove in vain to name. Her earthly sor- 
rows were at rest, and the bereaved father fell 
exhausted into Ethelston's arms. 



CHAPTER XVIL 

X^xcani(m on the Pnirie.— The Paxty fall in with a vet- 

eran Hunter. m 

Wb must now return to Reginald and his* 
.irusty follower, Baptiste, whom we left at St, 
Louis, where they were busily employed in dis- 
posing of Colonel Brandon's share of the pel- 
ijies brought in by the trapping party, which he 
had partly furnished the preceding year. They 
did not find much difficulty in effecting an ad- 
vantageons sale to two of the other partners in 
the expedition, — ^active, enterprising men, who, 
from tneir connection with the Mackinaw Fur 
Company, were sure of leselliDg at considera* 
ble profit. 



As soon as these affairs were* settled, Regi- 
nald, who had been joined by Perrot, Bear^m. 
and the remaining crew of the canoe, resolved 
to defer no longer his proposed journey into the 
Osage country. He fell all the arrangements 
to Baptiste and Bearskin, under whose superin- 
tendence the preparations advanced so rapidly, 
that at the end of a week they were satisfactori- 
ly completed. 

It had been determined to leave the canoe at 
St. Louis, and to perform the journey by land; 
for this purpose a strung saddle-horse was pur- 
chased for each of the party, together with six 
pack-horses, and as maay mules, for the trans- 
fer of the ammunition, baggage, and presents 
for their Indian allies. Four additional Cana- 
dian ** coureurs des Bo is" were engaged to take 
charge of the packs; so that when they started 
for the Western Prairies, the party mustered 
twelve in number, whose rank and designation 
were as follows : — 

Reginald Brandon; Baptiste, his lieutenant, 
Beai^kin, who. in the absence of the two former, 
was to take ine command; M. Perrot, Mike 
Smith, with three other border hunters, and the 
four Canadians, completed the party. 

Baptiste had taken care to place among the 
packages an abundance of mirrors, cutlery, and 
other articles most highly prized by the savages. 
He had also selected the horses with the great- 
est care, and two spare ones were tak*n, in case 
of accidents by the way. When all was ready, 
even the taciturn Bearskin admitted that he had 
never seen a party so well fitted out, in every 
respect, for an Indian expedition. 

It was a lovely mommg when they left St 
Louis, and entered upon the broad track which 
led through the deep Missourian forest, with oc- 
casional openings of prairie, towaids a trading , 
post lately opened on the Osage, a river wl)ich 
runs from S.W. to N.E. and falls into the Mis- 
souri. Of all the party, none were in such exu- 
berant spirits as Perrot, who, mounted on av 
active, spirited little Mestang horse,* capering 
beside the bulky figure of Mike Smith, address- 
ed to him various pleasantries in broken Eng- 
lish, which the other, if he understood them, did 
not deign to notice. 

It was now near the close of May, and both 
the prairie and the woodland scenery were clad 
in the beautiful and varied colours of early sum- 
mer; the grassy road along which they wound 
their easy way was soft and elastic to the horses' 
hoofs ; and as tbev travelled farther from the set- 
tlements scattered near St. Ijouis, the frequent 
tracks of deer which they observed, tempted 
Reginald to halt his party, and encamp for the 
night, while he and Baptiste sallied forth to 
provide for them a venison supper. 

After a short hunting ramble they returned, 
bearing with them the saddle of a fine buck. A 
huge fire was lighted ; the camp-kettles, and 
other cooking utensils were in immediate re- 
quest, and the travellers sat down to enjoy their 
first supper in the Missourian wilderness. 

Monsieur Perrot was now quite in his ele- 
ment, and became at once a universal favourite, ^ 
for never had any of the party tasted coffee or }■ 
dour-cakes so good, or venison steaks of so deii- ^ 
cate a fiavour. His good humour was as iuex- 
hanstible as his inventive culinary talent; and 
they were almost disposed to believe in his 

* Meatanf , a hone bred between the wild and the tame 
breeda ; they are lometimaa to be met with anonir the tra 
dtn to Saqta F*. 
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boaatiDf amiinaioe, diat so long as Uierv was a 
bolfolo-hide, or an old moccasin left among 
them, they shoaki never want a good meal. 
Having sopped and smoked a comfortable 

E'ipe, they proceeded to bivouac for the night. 
y the advice of Baptiste, Reginald had deter- 
mined to acc?.stom his })arty, from the first, to 
^ those precautionary habits which might soon 
become so essential to their safety ; a regular 
rotation of sentry daty was established, the hor- 
ses were carefully secured, «nd every man lay 
down with his knife in his belt, and his loaded 
rifle at his side; the packs were all carefully 
piled, so as to form a low breastwork, from be- 
nisd which they might fire, in case of sadden at- 
tack ; and when these dispositions were comple- 
ted, those who were not on the watch wrapped 
themselves in their blankets or buffalo-skins, and 
with their feet towards the fire, slept as comfort- 
ably as on a bed of down. 

For two days they continued their march in a 
northwest direction, meeting with no incident 
worthy of record ; the hunters found abundance 
of game of every description, and Monsieur Per- 
rot^ skill was daily exercised upon prairie-hens, 
turkeys, and deer. On the third day, as thev 
were winding their way leisurely down a wood- 
ed valley, tfcue sharp crack of a rifle was heard 
at no great distance. Reginald, desiring to as- 
tertain whether Indians or white men were 
himting in the neighbourhood, halted his party, 
and went forward, accompanied by Baptiste, to 
endeavour, unperceived, to approach the person 
whose shot thev had heard. A smooth, grassy 
glade facilitated their project, and a slight col- 
omn of smoke curling up from an adjoining 
thicket, served to guide them towards the spot. 
Ere they had advanced far, the parting of the 
brushwood showed them that the object of their 
search was approaching the place where they 
stood, and they had barely time to conceal them- 
selves in a bush of sumach, when the unknown 
hunter emei^d from the thicket, dragging after 
him a fine deer. He was a powerful man of 
middling height, not very unlike Baptiste in dress 
and appearance, but even more embrowned and 
weather-beaten than the trusty gtdde ; he seemed 
to be about fifty years of age, and the hair on his 
temples was scant and gi^V; his countenance 
was strikingly expressive of boldness and reso- 
lution, and his eye seemed as clear and bright 
as that of a man in the early prime of life. 
Leaning his rifle against an adjoining tree, he 
proceeded to handle and feel his quarry, to as- 
certain the proportions of fat and meat; the ex- 
amination seemed not unsatisfa<^tory, for when 
it was concluded he wiped the perspiration firom 
his brow, and with a complacent smile muttered 
half aloud, "Ah, 'taint every day as a man can 
find a saddle like that in old ttentuck now — 
what with their dogs, and ginllins, and dearins, 
and hog-feedings, and the other devilments of 
the settlements, the deer's all driven out of the 
country, or if it aint driven out, they run all the 
fat off, so that it's only fit to feed* one of your 
tradin' tovnbred fellows, who wouldn't know a 
prime buck from a Lancaster sheep!" 

After this brief soliloquy, the veteran sports- 
man tucked up the sleeve of his hunting-shirt, 
and proceeded to skin and cut up his quarry, with 
a skill and despatch that showed him to be a 
pcrffect master of bis craft. Reginald and Bap- 
tiste had remained silent^ observers of his pro- 
ceedings, but the former inferred from the pleas- 
id twinkle of the Guide's grey eyea^ and th^ 



oomie workiog; of the Brascks of Us month, tkac 
the solitarv himter was no stranger to him; 
touching Baptiste lightly, he whispered, " I see 
that we have come across an acquaintance of 
yoars in this remote place." 

" That we have. Master Reginald," said the 
Guide ; " and you'd have known him too, If 
you'd spent some of the years in Kentuck, as 
yon passed at those colkgn in the old countiy; 
but we'll just step out and hail him, for thcneh 
he aint particular fond of company, fa«'s not the 
man to turn his back on a friend to whom he 
has once given his hand." 

So saying, he rose from his hidjng place, and 
coming out on the open glade, before Reginald 
could inquire the stranger's name, the Guide 
said aloud, "A prime buck. Colonel, I see yoar 
hand's as steady as ever!" 

At the first sound of a voice addressing him in 
his own language, a shade of displeasure came 
across the hunter's countenance, but as he recog- 
nised the speaker, it disappeared instantly, and 
he replied, *' Ha 1 Baptiste, my old friend, is that 
you 1 What chase are you on here V 

So saying, he grasped the horny hand of the 
Guide, with a heartiness which proved that the 
latter was really welcome. 

** Why, Colonel, I'm ont on a kind o' mixed 
hunt this turn, with this yonns gentleman, whose 
father, Colonel Brandon, vou've known maiiy a 
day. Master Reginald, rm sure yon'll be glad 
to be acquainted with Colonel ^one, howbeit 
you little expected to And him in this part of the 
airth." 

At the mention of the stranger's name, Regi- 
nald's hand was raised unconsciously ro his cap, 
which he doffed respectfully as he said, ^ I am \ 
indeed glad to meet the celebrated Daniel Boone, 
whose name is as familiar to every western 
hunter as that of Washington or Franklin in oa.* 
cities." 

** My young friend," said the Colonel, laugh- 
ing good-hnmoui«dly, ** I am heartily glad to see 
your father's son, but you must not bring the 
ways of the citv into the woods, by flattering a 
rough old bear-hnnter with fine words.'' 

"Nay," said Reginald, "there is no flattery,, 
for Baptiste here has spoken of you to me a 
hundred times, and has told me, as often, that a. 
better hunter, or a better man does not breathe. 
You seem to have known him some time, and 
must, therefore, be able to judge whether he is. 
of a flattering sort or not." 

"Why, it wasn't much his trade, I allow,** 
replied tne Colonel, " in old times when he and 
t hunted bear for three weeks together in the big* 
laurel thicket at Kentucky Forks. I believe, 
Baptiste, that axe at your belt is the very one 
with which you killed the old she, who wasn'c 
pleased because we shot down two of her cubs; 
she hadn't manners enough to give us time to . 
load again, and when ^ou split her skull hand- 
somely, she was playing a mighty unpleasant* 
game with the stock of my rifle. Ah, that was 
a reasonable quiet country in those days," con- 
tinued the Colonel; "we "had no trouble, but a 
lively bit of a skrimmage, now and then, with 
the Indians, until the Browns, and Erasers, and 
Micklebams, and heaven knows how many more 
came to settle in it, and what with their infernal 
pfoirjfhs, and fences, and mills, t'u*. . tintin' was 
clef 1 spoilt ; I stayed as long as I could, for Vd a 
kin I o' Hkln' to it; but at last I couldn't go ten 
mile any way without comin' tosoibe clearin'of 
' log-hat, so says I to myself, ' Colonel, the sooner 
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▼on «kar pat o' U»iS| tfie,))eUer yoa'U be pleas- 
ed/" 

'< Well, Colonel," said the Guide, " I heaid 
jou had moved away firom die Forks, and had 
gone farther down west, but they never told me 
yoa had crossed the big river.'* 

" ! only came here last fall," replied the Colo- 
nel ' ** for I found in Kentucky that as last a» I 
2D0/ed, the settlers and squatters followed : so I 
thought I'd dodge 'em once for all, and make for 
a country where the deer and I could live com- 
fortably together." 

** As we have thus accidentally iallen in with 
vou," said Reginald, " I hope you will take a 
Lunter's meal with us before we part ; our men and 
haggage are not a mile from this spot, and Colonel 
Boone's company will be a pleasure to us all." 

The invitation was accepted as frankly as it 
was given. 

Baptiste shouldered the Colonel's venison, and 
in a short time the three rejoined Reginald's par- 
ty. Daniel Boone's name alone was sufiicient 
in the West to ensure him a hearty welcome. 
Perrot's talents were fui into immediate requi- 
sition, and ere long the game and poultry of the 
prairie were roasting before a capital fire, while 
the indefatigable Frenchman prepared ihe addi- 
tional and unusual luxuries of hot maize cakes 
and coffee. 

During the repast, Reginald learned from Col- 
onel Boone that various parties of Indians bad 
been lately hunting in the neighbourhood. He 
described most of them as friendly, and willing 
to trade in meat or skins for powder and lead ; 
he believed them to belong to the Konsas, a tribe 
cncc powerful, and resident on the river called 
fsy that name falling into the Missouri, about a 
hundred miles to the N.W. of the place where 
ojr party were now seated; but the tribe had 
been ol late reduced by the ravages of the small- 
pox, and by the incursions of the Pawnees — a 
nation more numerous and warlike, whose vil- 
lages were situated a hundred miles higher up 
the same river.* 

The Colonel described the neighbourhood as 
abounding in elk, deer, bear, and turkeys ; but 
he said that the beaver and buSalo were already 
, scarce, the great demand for their skins having 
caused them to be hunted quite out of the regi«n 
bordering on the settlements. After spending 
a couple of hours agreeably with our party, the 
veteran sportsman shouldered his trusty rifle, 
and wishmg our hero a successful hunt, and 
shaking his old comrade Baptiste cordially by 
the hand, walked off leisurely in a northerly di- 
rection, towards his present abode; which was 
not, he said, so far distant but that he should 
easily reach it before Rundown. 

As the last glimpse of his retiring figure was 
lost in the shades of the forest, the Guide uttered 
one of those grunts which he sometimes uncon- 
sciously indulged. Reginald knew that on these 
occasions there was something on his mind, and 

fuessing that it referred to their departed guest, 
e said, 

" Well, Baptiste, I am really glad to have seen 
Daniel Boone; and I can truly say, I am not 
disappointed ; he seems tp be just the sort of man 
that I expected to see." 

■ ' .lil t ■■ I , . 

* The Pawne« nations have of late yean fixed their win* 
t«T Tillages oil the banks of the Nebraska, or Platte River, 
many hundred miles to the N.W. of the spot named in the 
•ext ; but at the dattf of eur narrative the^ dwelt on the 
Hanks of the Kontas, where the ruiiis of their inrijMipnl vil- 
Mgntat stiU faintly to be disc«xnad. 



" He> is a sort," said the Guide, " thai we don'^ 
see every day, Master Reginald. Perhaps he* 
ain't much of a talker; an' he don't use to quar- 
rel unless there's a reason for 't f but if he's once ^ 
aggravated, or if his friend's in a scrape, he's 
rather apt to be dangerous." 

" I doubt it not," said Reginald ; " there, is a 
quiet look of resolution about him; and, in a 
difficulty, I would rather have one such man 
with me than two or three of your vioieut, noisy 
brawlers." 

As he said this his eye inadvertently rested 
upon the huge figure of Mike Smith, who waa 
seated at a little distance lazily smoking his 
pipe, and leaning against a log of fallen timber. 
Tne Guide observed the direction of Reginald's 
eye, and guessed what was passing in his mind. 
A grave smile stole for a moment over his fear 
tures; but he made no reply, and in a few min- 
utes, the marching orders being issued, the party 
resumed their journey. 

On the following day they reached a point 
where the track branched on in two directions;, 
the broader, and more beaten, to the N.W. ; the 
other towards the S.W. The Guide inform- 
ed them that the former led along by the few scat- 
tered settlements, that were already made on the 
southern side of the Missouri, towards the ferry 
and trading-post near the month of the Konsa*^ 
river ; while the smaller, and less beaten track, 
led towards the branch of Osage river, on which 
the united party of Dela wares and Osages, whom 
they sought, were encamped. 

Having followed this track for filly miles, they 
came to a spot, then known among hunters b^ 
the name of the Elk Flats, where the branch oi 
the Osage, called Grand River, is fordable 
Here they crossed without accident or difficu ty. 
except that M. Perrot's horse raissed.his footing, 
and slipped into a deeper part of the stream. 
The horse swam lustily, and soon reached the 
opposite bank ; bat the Frenchman had cast him- 
self off, and now grasped with both hands an old - 
limb of a tree that was imbedded near the mid- 
dle of the river; he could just touch the ground- 
with his feet, but, being a bad swimmer, he was 
afraid to let go his hold, for fear of being again 
swept away by the current, while his mefol 
couBtenance, and his cries for assistance, pro- 
voked the mirth of all the party. 

After enjoying his valet's alarm for a few min- 
utes, Reginald, who had already crossed, enteied 
the river again with Nekimi, and approaching- 
Perrot, desired him to grasp the mane firmly in 
his hand, and leave the rest to the animal's sa- 
gacity, which instruction being obeyed, he was 
safely brought ashore, and in a short time was 
laughing louder than the rest at his own fright, 
and at the ludicrous predicament from whici^ he 
had been extricated. 

The packages were all conveyed across with 
out accident, and the party found themselves en- 
camped in what was then considered a part of 
the Osage country. Here they were obliged to 
use greater vigilance in the protection of their 
camp and of their horses, during the night, as 
they had not yet smoked the pipe with the chiefs, 
and were liable to an attack from a part^ of 
warriors or horsestealers. 

The night passed, however, without any dis- 
turbance ; and on the following day at noon, th^ 
reached a spot which Baptiste recognized as a 
former camping-place of the Osages, and which 
he knew to be not distant from their present vil- 
lage. Here his attention was suddenly drawn 
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'/o an adjoining maple, on the bark of which 
4andry marks were radely cat, and in a fork b( 
Jie tree were three arrows, and as many separ- 
ate banches of horsehair. He examined all these 
carefully, and replaced them exactly as he foaod 
themj aAer which he informed Reginald that 
three braves of the Osages had gone Ibrward du- 
ring the ^ast night on a war-excursion towards 
the Konsas, and all these marks were left to in- 
;ibrm their followers of their purpose, and the 
exact path which they intended to pursue. He 
«a]so advised Reginald to halt his party here, 
- vrhile he went on himself with one of the men 
to the village, it being contrary to the customs of 
Indian etiquette for a great man to come among 
Jiem unannounced. 

Reginald adopted his counsel, and the sturdy 
Guide, accompanied by one of the coureurs de^ 
Bois, set out upon his mission, the result of which 
will appear in the following chapter. 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

Rei^uiald and his Party reach the Indiau Enoampmant. 

The Guide and his companion pursued their 
"way leisurely along a beaten track, which led 
ihem through a well-timbered valley, watered 
by one of the branches of Grand River, until it 
emej|^ed upon a rising slope bf open prairie. 
Having gamed its summit, they saw at a little 
' distance the Indian encampment stretched along 
the banks of a rivulet, whicn, after curving round 
the base of the hill on which they now stood, 
found its way to the line of heavy timber that 
marked the course of the main river. They 
were soon hailed by a mounted Delaware scout, 
to whom Baptiste explained the peaceful nature 
of his mission, and desired to be shown into the 
presence of the principal chiefs. 

As the Guide walked through the scattered 
lodges of the Delawares, his eye rested on more 
than one Indian to whom he was well known ; 
out as he was now acting in the capacity of am- 
bassador, it was not consistent with Indian 
usage that he should speak or be spoken to by 
> others on the way. So well did he know the 
habits of the people among whom he now found 
himself, that when he arrived before the lodge of 
the Great Chief, he passed by War-Eagle and 
Wingenund, who had come to its entrance on 
the approach of a stranger, and giving them 
merely a silent sign of recognition^ took the place 
pointed out to him in the centre of the lodge, by 
che side of th<* venerable man who was the head 
of this emigrant band of the Lenap6; to whom, 
^as the highest proof of their respect and venera- 
tion, they had given the name of Tamenund,* 
by which alone he was now known throughout 
the nation. 

* The name of Tanienund is doubtless familiar to all 
Americans who have taken the slightest interest in the his- 

'iory of the Indian tribes, as well as to that more numerous 
olaas who have read the graphic and picturesque descrip- 
tloD^penned by the great American novelist ; nevertheless, 
it may be necessary, for the information of some European 
readers, to state, that Tamenaod was an ancient Lenap6 
chiff, whose traditionary fame is so great in the tribe, that 
.hey have from time to time given his name to chiefs, and 
eren to white men, whom they desired especially to hon- 
our. At the time of the revolutionary war, so numerous 
were the traditions and legends respectiug this hero, that 
he was in some quarters established as the patron saiut of 
America, under the name of St. Tammany ; and hence arose 
the Tammany societies and Tammany buildings in various 
parts of the Union. See HeekewaUer'* Historical Account 

• <^ ik% Iwduok NtUionti chap. zL, and The Latt of the i/oAt- 
emnSt yqL iii., pw 198, &o 



The pipe of wf Icoine having been presented; 
and been smoked for a few minutes with becom- 
ing gravity, Baptiste opened to Tamenund the 
object of his visit, and informed him that a white 
warrior and chief, already known to some of the 
Delawares present, desired to eat, to smoke, and to 
hunt with them for a season as a brother. To 
this Tamenund, who hadiilready been informed 
by War-Eagle of the character and conduct of 
Reginald, as well as of his promised visit, repli- 
ed with becoming dignity and hospitality, that 
the young white chief should be welcome ; that 
his neart was known to be great au^ong the Del- 
awares, and that both he and his people .should 
be held as brothers; at the same time he inform- 
ed the Guide, that as they were about to move 
their encampment immediately to a more fa- 
vourable spot, it might be better for the White 
Chief to join them on the following morning, 
when all should be prepared for his reception. 

The Guide having acceded to this suggestion, 
rose to take his leave, and retired with his com- 
panion from the village. Before they had gone 
a mile on their return, tSey heard behind them 
the trampling of horses, and Baptiste recognised 
War-Eagle and Wingenund approaching at full 
speed, who greeted nim cordially, and niade 
many inquiries about Netis and the Lily of 
Mooshanne. 

Having acqtiired the desired information, it 
was agreed, that before noon on the following 
day Reginald should come to the spot where 
they were now conversing, and that War-Eagle 
should be there to escort and accompany him to 
his first meeting with the Delaware and Osage 
chiefs. - 

These preliminaries being arranged, the Indi- 
ans galloped back to the village, and Baptiste 
returned without accident or interruption to Re- 
ginald's camp, where he gave an account of his 
mission and of the arrangements for the mor 
row's conference. 

Early on the following morning they set forth 
towards the Indian village. By Baptiste's ad- 
vice, Reginald attired himself more gaily than 
usual ; his hunting-shirt and leggins of elkskin 
were ornamented with fringes; the bugle slung 
across his shoulders was suspended by a green 
cord adorned with tassels; on his head he wore 
a forage-cap encircled by a gold band ; a brace 
of silver-mounted pistols were stuck in his belt, 
and a German boar-knife hung at his side ; he 
had allowed Baptiste to ornament Nekimi's bri- 
dle with -beads, after the Indian fashioL, and the 
noble animal pranced under his gallant ridet as 
if conscious that he was expected to show his 
beauty and his mettle. The dress and appear- 
ance of Reginald, though fanciful and strange, 
were rendered striking by the grace and muscu- 
lar vigour of his frame, as well as by the open, 
fearless character of his countenance ; and the 
party of Whitemen went gaily forward, confi- 
dent in the favourable impression which their 
young leader would make on their Indian al;- 
lies. 

When they reached the spot where Baptiste 
had, on the preceding day, parted from War- 
Eagle, they descried two Indians sitting at the 
root of an old maple-tree, as if awaiting their ar-'; 
rival; a single glance enabled Reginald to rec- 
ognise them, and springing from his horse, he 
greeted War-Eagle and Wingenund with affec- 
tionate cordiality, and read in the looks of both, 
though they spoke little, that he wa& heartily 
welcome. When they had saluted Baptiste, R^ 
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finald introdaced them in form to the other 
members of his party, and among the rest, to 
Monsieur Perrot, who hairing as yet seen few 
Indians, and those of the meanest class, was sur- 
prised at the noble and dignified appearance of 
War-Eagle, to whom he doffed his cap with as 
much respect as if he had been a field-marshal 
3f Prance. 

Having made a short halt, during which the 
pipe was passed round, and some cakes of In- 
dian corn and honey set before their guests, the 
party again moved forward, under the guidance 
of War-Eagle. Leaving the heavy timber in 
the valley, they ascended the opposite hill, where 
a magnificent prospect opened upon their view; 
below them was an undulating prairie of bound- 
less extent, through the middle of which ran a 
tributary branch of Grand River; behind them 
. lay the verdant mass of forest from which they 
had lately emerged ; the plain in front was dot- 
^ted with the lodges of the Delawares and the 
Osages, while scattered groups of Indians, and 
^grazing horses, gave life, animation, and endless 
variety to the scene. 

Halting for a moment on the brow of the hill, 

War-Eaglepointed out to Reginald the lodge or 

■ his father Tamenund, distinguished above the 

rest by its superior size and elevation, and at the 

<«ame time showed him at the other extremity of 

the encampment, a lodge of similar dimensions, 

which he described as being that of the Osage 

'<hief. 

" How is he called V* inquired Reginald. 

"Mah^ga," replied the War- Eagle. 

At the mention of this name the Guide uttered 
•cue of those peculiar sounds, something between 
a whistle and a grunt, by which Reginald knew 
that something was passing in his mind, but on 
this occasion, without apparently noticing the 
interruption, he continued, addressing War- 
Eagle, "Will Mah^ga receive me too as a 
brother — is the Osage chief a friend to the White- 
men V* 

*'Nlah^ga is a warrior," replied the Indian; 
"he hunts with the Lenap6, and he must be a 
friend of their brother." 

Not only did this answer appear evasive, but 

there was also something more than usually 

ttconstrained in the tone and manner of Wai^Ea- 

■gle, which did not escape the observation of 

Reginald, and with the straightforward openness 

•of his character, he said, "War-Eagle, my heart 

is open to you, and my tongue can be silent if 

.required — speak to me freely, and tell me ifMa- 

- Ji^ga is a friend or not ; is he a brave or a 

^nakeV* 

War-Eagle, fixing his searching eye upon 
Reginald's countenance, replied, "Mah^ga is a 
ivarrior— the scalps in his lodge are many— his 
name is not a He, but his heart is not that of a 
Lenap^— War-Eagle will not speak of him:— 
-Grand H&che imows him, and my brother's eyes 
will be open." 

Having thus spoken, the young chief added a 
few words in his own tongue to Baptiste, and 
making a sign for Wingenund to follow, he 
galloped ofif at speed towards the encamp- 
ment. 

Reginald, surprised, and somewhat inclined 
to be displeased by their abrupt departure, turn- 
ed to the Guide, and inquired the cause of it, 
•>and also the meaning of War-Eagle's las*, 
words. 

Baptiste, shaking his head significantly, re- 
plied in a low voice, " I kndw Mah6ga well— 



at least I have heard much of him ; his name 
signifies * Red-hand,' and, as the young chief 
says, it tells no lie, for he has killed many ; last 
year he attacked a war-party of the Ouiagamis* 
near the Great River, and cut them ofif to a man ; 
be himself killed their chief and several of their 
warriors — they say he is the strongest and ths 
bravest man in the nation." 

" It seems to me," said Reginald, "^hat War 
Eagle and he are not very good friends." 

" They are not," replied Baptiste ; "the young 
Delaware has evidently some quarrel with him, 
and therefore would not speak of him — we shall 
learn what it is before many days are over; 
meanwhile. Master Reginald, say nothing to 
any others of the party on this subject, tor they 
may take alarm, or show suspicion, and if they 
do, your summer hunt may chance to end in 
rougher play than we expect. I will keep my 
eye on ' Red-hand,' and will soon tell you what 
tree he's making for." 

" Why did they gallop off so abruptly V in- 
quired Reginald. 

"They are gone to rejoin the bands which 
are coming out to receive us on our entrance," 
replied the Guide. "We must put bur party 
in their best array, and get the presents ready,, 
for we have not many minutes to spare." 

The event proved the correctness of his calcu 
lation ; for they had scarcely time to select fron^ 
the packs those articles destined to be presentee 
to the chiefs at this interview, before they saw 
two large bands of mounted Indians gallop ta- 
wards them from the opposite extremities of the 
encampment. As they drew near that whick 
came Irom the Delaware quarter, and was head- 
ed by War-Eagle in person, they checked theii 
speed, and approached slowly, while their lead 
er, advancing in front of the band, saluted Regi- 
nald and his party with dignified courtesy. 
Meanwhile, the body of Osages continued their 
career with headlong speed, shouting, yelling, 
and goinsf through all tne exciting manceuvres 
of a mocK fight, after their wild fashion. Their 
dress was more scanty and less ornamented than 
that of the Delawares ; but being tricked out 
with painted horsehair, porcupine quills, and 
feathers, it bore altogether a more gay and pic- 
turesque appearance; neither can it be denied 
that they were, in general, better horsemen than 
their allies ; and they seemed to delight in show- 
ing off their equestrian skill, especially in gal- 
loping up to Reginald's party at the very top of 
their speed, and then either halting so suddenly 
as to throw their horses quite back upon* their 
haunches, or dividing off to the right and to the 
left, and renewing their manoeuvres in another 
quarter with increased extravagance of noise 
and gesture. 

Reginald having learned from Baptiste that 
this was their mode of showing honour to guests 
on their arrival, awaited patiently the termina- 
tion of their manoeuvres; and when at length 
they ceased, and the Osage party reined their 
horses up by the side of the Delawares, he went 
forward and shook hands with their leader, a 
warrior somewhat older than War-Eagle, and 
of a fine martial appearance. As soon as he 
tbund an opportunity, Reginald,tuming to Win- 
genund, who was close behind him, inuuired, 
in English, if that Osage chief was " Mahe- 
ga r ' 

* The inlw ralleil liy white mrn **the Foien," who in- 
hubit chiefly the region lietweeathe Upper MiwiiMpri an* 
Lake Michigau. 
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" No," replied the ysovth, *' thai is a brave,^ 
called in their tongoe toe Black- Wolf. Mah^ 
ga,'' he added with a peculiar smile, " is very 
Sifierent." 

'* How do you mean, Wiagenund 1" 

"Black- Wolf," repUed the youth, "is a war- 
rior, and has no fear, but he is not like Mah^ 
ga; an antelope is not an elk ^" 

While this conversation was aoing on, the 
party entered the encampment, and wound their 
way among its scattered lodges, towards that of 
Tamenund, where, as the War-Eagle informed 
Keginald, a feast was prepared for his reception, 
lO which Mahega and the other Osage leaders 
were invited. 

On arriving before the great lodge, Reginald 
and his companions dismounted, and giving their 
horses to the youths in attendance, shook hands 
in succession with the principal chiefs and braves 
of the two nations. Reginald was much struck 
by the benevolent and dignified countenance of 
the Delaware chief; but in spite of himself, and 
of a preconceived dislike which he was inclined 
to entertain towards I^ah^ga or Red-hand, his 
eye rested on that haughty chieAain with min- 
gled surprise and admiration. He was nearly a 
head taller than those by whom he was surround- 
ed ; and his limbs, though cast in a Herculean 
mould, showed the symmetrical proportions 
which are so distinctive of the North American 
Indians; his forehead was bold and high, his 
nose aquiline, and his mouth broad, firm, and 
expressive of most determined character; his 
eye was rather small, but bright and piercing as 
a hawk's ; his hair had been all shaven from his 
head, with the exception of the scalp-lock on the 
crown, which was painted scarlet, and interwo- 
ven with a tuft of horsehair dyed of the same col- 
our. Around his muscular throat was suspend- 
ed a collar formed from the claws of the grizzly 
bear, ornamented with parti-coloured beads, en- 
twined with the delicate fur of the white ermine ; 
his hunting-shirt and leggins were of the finest 
antelope skin, and his mocassins were adorned 
with iMeads and the stained quills of the porcu- 
pine. He leaned carelessly on a bow, which 
lew men in the tj^be co&ld bend. At his back 
were slung his arrows in a quiver made of wolf- 
skin, so disposed that the grinning visage of the 
animal was seen above his shoulder, while a 
war-club and scalping-knife, fastened to his belt, 
completed the formidable Mah^ga's equipment. 

As he glanced his eye over the party of white 
men, there was an expression of scornful pride 
on his countenance, which the quick temper of 
their youthful leader was ill disposed to brook, 
had not the prudent counsels of^the Guide pre- 
pared him tor the exercise of self-command. 
Nevertheless, as he turned from the Osage chief 
to the bulky proportions of his gigantic follower, 
Mike Smith, he felt that it was like comparing 
a lion with an ox ; and that in the event of a 



* In describing the manners and distinctions of ranic 
araon^ the Indians of the Missouri plains, it is necessary to 
mtopt the terms in common nse among the guides and tra- 
dci-s, however vague and nnsatisfactonr those terms may 
be. In these tribes the chieftainship is partly hereditary 
and partly elective ; there is usually one Great Chief, and 
there are also chiefs of a second degree, who are chiefs of 
(liffereut bands in the tribe ; next to these in rank are the 
** Braves," the leading warriors of the nation ; and in order 
to be qnalified for admission into '.his rank, an Indian must 
have killed an enemy or given othei sufficient evidence of 
courage and capacity. When a war-council is held, the 
Qpiitirm of the jmnctnal Brave is frequently preferred be- 
fore (bat of the chi^ 



ooarrel between tbcm, the rifle alonfrconid ten- 
der its issue doubtful. 

The feast of welcome was now prepared in 
the lodge of Tamenund, which was composed 
of bison skins stretched upon ^les, arranged in 
the form of a horse-shoe, and covering aik extent 
of ground apparently not less than twenigr. yards- 
in length. Reginald observed also several small- 
er lodges immediately adjoining that of thechief^ 
on one side, and on the other a circular lent of 
wax-cloth, or painted canvass, evidently pro*: 
cured from white men, as it was of excellent 
texture, and its door, or aperture, protected by, 
double folds of the same material. 

While he was still looking at this compara^ 
tively civilized dwelling, with some curiosity to* 
know by whom it mig^t be tenanted, the folds 
of the opening were pushed a;)ide, and an eUer- 
ly man appeared, who, after contemplating' for 
a moment the newly-arrived gn/up, came for- 
ward to ofier them a friendly salutation. He 
was apparently between fifty and sixty; but his 
years were not easily guessed, for his snow- 
white hair might seem to have numbered seven- 
ty winters; while from the uprightness of his 
carriage, and the elasticity of nis step, he seem- 
ed scarcely past the vigour of middle life. In 
figure he was tall and slight; his countenance, 
though tanned by long exposure to the sun, was. 
strikingly attractive, ana his mild blue eye 
beamed with an expression of benevolence not 
to be mistaken. His dress was a black frock 
of serge, fastened at the waist by a girdle of the 
same colour, from which was suspended a small 
bag, wherein he carried the few simples and in- 
struments requisite for his daily offices cf chari- 
ty and kindness. Dark grey trousers of the- 
coarsest texture, and mocassins of bufifalo hide, 
completed the dress of Paul Muller, already 
mentioned by Wingenund to Reginald as the 
"Black Father;" under which name, translated 
according to their varioq^s languages, the pious 
and excellent Missionary was known among the 
Dela wares, Osages, loways, Otoes, Konsas, and ' 
other tribes then inhabiting the regions lying be- 
tween the Missouri and the Arkansas. 

Such was the man who now came forward to 
greet the newly-arrived party ; and such was the ^ 
irresistible charm of his voice and manner, that 
from the first Reginald felt himself constrained 
to love and respect him. 

The feast being now ready, and Reginald hay- 
ing pointed out Baptiste and Bearskin as his 
officers, or lieutenants, they were invited mitt, 
him to sit down in the lodge of Tamenund, with . 
the principal chiefs of the Dela wares, the Chief 
and Great Medicine Man* of the Osages, and the 
Black Father. (Mike Smith and the other white 
men being feasted by a brave in an adjoining 
lodge.) The pipe was lighted, and having been 
passed twice round the party with silent gravity,, 
the Great Medicine made a speech, in which he- 
praised the virtues and hospitality of Tamenund, 
and paid many compliments to the white guests ; 
after which a substantial dinner was set before 



* "Medicine-men." This term (commonly used by Xn- 
ders among the Indians beyond the Mississippi) signifies the 
•* nriests,** or '' mystery-men," who are set apart for the 
celebration of all religious ntes and ceremonies. They are 
the same class as those who were described by Charlevoix, 
and other early French writers, as " Jongleurs," because 
they unite medical practice to their sacerdotal office, and, 
more especially in the former, exercise all manner of absurd 
mummery. Their dress, character, and habits vary accord- 
inff to the tribe to which they htimg; bat they are genuin«»* 

Jonglettn? thro«if boat. 
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. tbem, eoQSJstiiig of roasted bnfialo-ribs, ▼enisoft, 
and boiled maize. 

Reginald had never before been present at an 
Indian feast, and though he had the appetite nat- 
urally belonging to his age and healto, he soon 
found that he was no match, as a trencherman, 
for those among whom he was now placed ; and 
before they had half finished their meal, he re- 
placed his knife in its sheath ^od announced 
iiimself satisfied. 

The old chief smiled good-humoured ly, and 
said that he would soon do better, while Mahega, 
quietly commencing an attack upon a third buf- 
falo-rib, glanced at him with a look of contempt 
that he was at no pains to conceal, and which, 
as may well be imagined, increased our hero's 
dislike for the gigantic Osage. 



CHAPTER XIX. 
Regioald and his party at the Indiaii encampment 

Wrils Reginald and iks two companions 
-were feasting with Tamenund, a similar repast 
was laid before the rest of the party, in the 
lodge of a brave named Maque-o-nah, or the 
** Bear-asleep," at which Mike Smith occupied 
the centre, or principal seat, and next to him 
sat Monsieur Perrot — ^the latter personage being 
very curious to see the culinary arrangements 
made for this, his first Indian banquet. He 
was horrified at observing the carelessness 
"With which they thrust half the side of a buffalo 
to the edge of a huge fire of un dried wood, 
leaving a portion of the meat to be singed and 
burnt, while other parts were scarcely exposed 
to the heat ; he conld not refrain from express- 
ing to one of the Canadian coureurs des Bois, 
in his own language, his contempt and pity for 
the ignorant savages, who thus presumed to 
desecrate a noble science, which ranked higher, 
in his estimation, than poetry, painting, or 
sculpture ; but he was warned that he must be 
very careful neither to reject, nor show any 
distaste for the food set before him, as, by so 
<ioing, he would give mortal offence to his en- 
tertainers. It was ludicrous in the extreme to 
watch the poor Frenchman's attempts at im- 
parting to his features a smile of satisfaction, 
when a wooden bowl was placed before him, 
filled with half boiled maize, and beside it one 
of the buffalo ribs, evidently* least favoured by 
the fire, as it was scarce . warmed through, 
and was tough and stringy as shoe-leather. 
After bestowing upon sundry portions of it 
many fruitless attempts at mastication, he con- 
trived, unperceived, to slip what remained of 
the meat into the pocket of his jacket, and then 
laughed with great self-satisfaction at the trick 
be had played his uncivilized hosts. 

When the feast was concluded in Tamenund's 
lodge, Reginald desired his men to unpack one 
of the bales, which he pointed out, and to spread 
its contents before him ; the savages gathered 
round the coveted and glittering objects, with 
eager but silent astonishment, while he sepa- 
rated the presents whieh, by the advice of Bap- 
tiste, were now distributed among their chiefs : 
to Tamenund he apportioned a large blanket of 
scarlet cloth, a stiver mounted pistol, and a bas- 
ket containing mirrors, beads, and trinkets, for 
bis wives and daughters. To Maiii^ a bridle 



ornamented with beads, several pounds of to« 
bacoo, powder, and lead, a fiiwUn^-piece, aad a 
blanket of blue wooHen-stufif. The featarea of 
the Osage Chief relaxed into a grim smile of 
satisfaction as he received these valuable gifls, 
and he so far overcame the repulsive sternness 
of his usual character as to seize Reginald's 
hand, and to tell him that he was a great chief, 
and good to his Indian brothers. The other 
presents having been distributed among the 
chiefs and braves, according to their rank, the 
feast was broken up and they retired to their 
respective lodges ; Reginald, Baptiste, and M. 
Perrot, being accommodated in that of Tame- 
nund himself, and Bearskin, with the rest of 
the white-men*s party, in those lodges which 
have before Seen mentioned as being contiguoas 
to that of the old chief 

During the first night that he spent in his 
new quarters, the excitement, and novelty of 
the scene, banished sleep from the eyes of Regi- 
nald, and finding himself restless, he arose half 
an hour before daybreak, to enjoy the early 
freshness of the morning. Throwing bis rifle 
over his arm, he was about to leave the lodge, 
when Baptiste touched him, and inquired in a 
low voice, if he were prepared with a reply in 
case of being challenged by any of the scouis 
a|Mnd the encampment ; with some shame he 
cMsfessed he had forgotten it, and the guide 
tMSn instructed him, if he were challenged, to 
say *' Lenape iCa ki Netia" or *' I am Netis, the 
friend of the Delawares." Being thus prepared, 
and carrying with him the few articles requisit' 
for a prairie toilet, he stepped out into the open 
air. Close by the opening of the lodge he saw 
a tall figure stretched on the grass, enveloped 
in a buffalo*robe, the hairy fell of which was 
silvered with the heavy night-dew ; it was War- 
Eagle, who rarely slept in lodge or tent, and 
whose quick eye, though he neither moved nor 
spoke, discerned his white brother in a mo- 
ment, although the latter could not recognize his 
friend. 

Reginald pursued his way through the en« 
campment to its extremity, where the streamlet 
before mentioned wound its course among the 
dells and hillocks o*" the prairie, until it reached 
the larger river that flowed through the distant 
forest. After following the banks of the stream 
for one or two miles, the red streaks in the 
eastern horizon gave notice of day's approach, 
and observing near him a hill, somewhat more 
elevated than those by which it was surrounded, 
Reginald climbed to its top, in order to observe 
the effect of sunrise on that wild and pictures 
que scene. 

To the westward, the undulations of the 
pfairie, wrapped in heavy folds of mist, rose in 
confused heaps like the waves of a boundless 
ocean : to the south, he could just distinguish 
the lodges and the smouldering fires of the en- 
campment, whence, at intervals, there fell upon 
his ear mingled and indistinct sounds, disagree* 
able perhaps in themselves, but rendered har- 
monious by distance, and by their untsor with 
the wildness of the surrounding objects ; vhiie 
to the eastward lay a dense and gloomy range 
of woods, over the summits of whose foliage 
the dawning sun was shedding a stream of 
golden light. 

Reguiald gazed upon the scene with wondei 
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and delight ; and erery moment while he gated 
called into existence richer and more yaried 
beauties. The mists and exhalations rising 
from the plain curled themselves into a thousand 
fantastic shapes aroand the points and projec- 
tions of the hills, where they seemed to hang 
like mantles which the Earth had cast from 
her bosom, as being rendered unnecessary by 
the appearance of the day ; swarms of children 
and of dusky figures began to emerge firom the 
encampment, and troops of horses to crop the 
pasture on the distant hills, while the splendour 
of the sun, now risen in its full glory, lit up 
with a thousand varying hues the eastern ex- 
panse of boundless forest. Reginald*s heart 
was not insensible to the impressions naturally 
excited by such a scene ; and white he admired 
its variegated beauties, his thoughts were raised 
in adoration to that Almighty and beneficent 
Being, whose temple is the Earth, and whose 
are the " cattle upon a thousand hills." 

Having made his way again to the banks of 
the stream, and found a spot sheltered by alder 
and poplar trees, he bathed and made his morn- 
ing toilet ; after which he returned towards the 
encampment, his body refreshed by his bath, 
and his mind attuned to high and inspiring 
thoughts by the meditation in which he had 
been engaged. As he strolled leisurely aloeg, 
be observed a spot where the trees were larger, 
and the shade apparently more dense than the 
other portions of the valley ; and, being anxious 
to make himself acquainted with all the locali- 
ties in the neighbourhood of his new home, he 
followed a small beaten path, which, after sun- 
dry windings among the alders, brought him to 
an open space screened on three sides by the 
bushes, and bounded on the fourth by the stream. 
Reginald cast his eyes around this pleasant and 
secluded spot, until they rested upon an object 
that rivetted them irresistibly. It was a female 
figure seated at the root of an ancient poplar, 
over a low branch of which one arm was care- 
lessly thrown, while with the other she held a 
book, which she was reading with such fixed 
attention as to be altogether unconscious of 
Reginald's approach. Her complexion was 
dark, but clear and delicate, and the rich brown 
bair which fell over her neck and shoulders, 
still damp and glossy from her morning ablu- 
tions, was parted on her forehead by a wreath 
of wild flowers twined from among those which 
grew around the spot ; the contour of her figure, 
and her unstudied attitude of repose, realized 
the classic dreams of Nymph and Nereid, while 
her countenance wore an expression of angelic 
loveliness, such as Reginald had never seen or 
imagined. 

He gazed — and gazing on those sweet fea- 
tures, he saw the red full lips move uncon- 
sciously, while they followed the subject that 
absorbed her attention, and forgetful that he 
was intruding on retirement, he waited, en- 
tranced, until those downcast eyes should be 
raised. At length she looked up, and seeing 
the figure of a man within a few paces of her, 
she sprang to her feet with the lightness of a 
startled antelope, and darting on him a look of 
mingled surprise and reproof, suppressed the 
exclamation of alarm that rose to her lips. Re- 
fitiM would fain have addressed the lovely be- 
ing before him> be would fain have excused his J 



unintended intrusion ; but the words died npmt- 
his lips, and it was almost mecshanically that he 
defied bis bunting cap, and stood silent and un- 
covered before her ! Recovering from the mo- 
mentary confusion, she advanced a step towards 
him, and with an ingenuous blush held out her 
hand, saying in a gentle tone of inquiry, and 
with the purest accent, **NetiSt my brother's 
friend 1" 

** The same, fair creature,** replied Reginald, 
whose wonder and admiration were still more 
excited by the untaugtit grace and dignity of 
her manner, as well as by hearing his own 
tongue so sweetly pronounced ; ** but, in the 
name of Heaven, who — what — ^whence can you 
bet*' Blushing more deeply at the animation 
and eagerness of his manner, she was for a mo- 
ment silent, when he continued, striking his 
hand on his forel^ead : — *' Oh, I have it, fool, 
tortoise, that I was. You are * Prairie- bird,* 
the sister of whom Wingenund has told me so 
much.** Then, gently pressing the little hand 
which he had taken| he added, ** Dear Winge- 
nund ! he saved my life ; his sister will not con- 
sider me a stranger 1" 

Again a warmer blush mantled on the cheek 
of Prairie-bird, as she replied, "You are no 
stranger : you speak of Wingenund*s good deed : 
you are silent about your own! You drew 
War-Eagle from the deep and swift water&>~ 
I have heard it all, and have often wished to see 
you and thank you myself** There was a mod- 
est simplicity in her manner as she uttered . 
these few words that confirmed the impression, 
made on Reginald by the first glimpse of hei 
lovely form and features ; but beyond this there 
was something in the tone of her voice that 
found its way direct to his heart ; it fell upon 
his ear like an old familiar strain of music, and 
he felt unwilling to break the silence that fol- 
lowed its closing accents. 

It is not our province, in a simple narrative 
of this kind, to discuss the oft-disputed ques- 
tion, whether love at first sight deserves the 
name of love ; whether it is merely a passing 
emotion, which, though apparently strong, a 
brief lapse of time may eflace; or, whether 
there be really secret irresistible natural impul- 
ses, by which two human beings, who meet to- 
gether for the first time, feel as if they had 
known and loved each other for years, and as- 
if the early cherished visions of fancy, the aspi- 
rations of hope, th% creations of imagination-, . 
the secret, undefined longings of the heart, were 
all at once embodied and realized.* We are in- 
clined to believe that, although not frequent, 
instances sometimes occur of this instinctive 
sympathy and attraction, and that, when they 
do so, the tree of affection, (like the fabled 
palm at the touch of the Genius' wand,) starts 
into immediate luxuriance of flower and foliage, 
striking its tenacious roots far into the kindly 
soil, destined thenceforward to become the nnr^ 
ture of its verdant youth, the support of its ma- 
ture strength, and at length the resting-place of 
its leafless and time-stricken decay. 

Such seemed to be the case with Reginald 
and Prairie-bird, for as they looked one at the 
other, each was unconsciously occupied with 
teeming thoughts that neither could define nor 
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express, and both felt relieved at hearing ap- 
proaching footsteps and the voice of the Black 
Father, who caileid out in English, 

** Come, my child, I have allowed you. full 
time this morning ; we will return to the camp." 
As he spoke his eye fell dpon Reginald, and he 
added, courteously, "You have been early 
abroad, young sir.** 

** I have,** replied Reginald. ** I went to the 
top of yonder heights to see the sunrise, and 
was amply repaid by the beauty of the scene ; 
on my return, I wandered accidentally into this 
secluded spot, and trust that my intrusion has 
been forgiven.'* 

** I believe that my dear child and pupil would 
forgive a greater offence than that, in one who 
has shown so much kindness to her brothers,*' 
veplied the Missionary, smiling ; and he added, 
in a low voice, addressing the Prairie-bird in 
his own language, " Indeed, my child, I think he 
deserves our friendly welcome ; for, unless his 
countenance strongly belies his character, it ex- 
presses all those good qualities which Winge- 
nund taught us to expect.'* 

" Stay, sir,** said Reginald, colouring highly ;. 
'* let roe not participate without your knowledge, 
in your communications to Prairie-bird. I have 
travelled much in Germany, and the language 
is familiar to me.** 

. •*Then, my young friend,'* said Paul Muller, 
taking his hand kindly, ** you have only learned 
from what I said, how hard a task you will have 
to fulfil the expectations that Wingenund has 
led us to entertain.*' 

" I can promise nothing,** replied Reginald, 
glancing towards the maiden, **but a true 
tongue, a ready hand, and an honest heart ; if 
these can serve my friend's sister, methinks 
ahe may expect them without being disappoint- 
ed 
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The words in themselves were nothing re- 
markable, but there was an earnest feeling in 
the tone in which they were spoken that made 
Prairie-bird's heart beat quicker ; she answer- 
ed him by a look, but said nothing. Wonder- 
fol is the expressicm, the magic eloquence of 
the human eye, and yet how is its power ten- 
fold increased when the rays of its glance pass 
through the atmosphere even of dawning love. 
Reginald longed to know whence and who she 
could be, this child of the wilderness, who had 
so suddenly, so irresistibly, engaged his feel- 
ings ; above all he longed to learn whether her 
heart and affections were free, and that single 
look, translated by the sanguine self-partiality 
of love, made him internally exclaim, '* Her 
heart is not another's !*' Whether his conjec- 
ture proved correct the after course of this tale 
will show, meanwhile we cannot forbear our 
admiration at the marvellous rapidity with 
which our hero^ at his first interview with 
Prairie-bird settled this point to his own satis- 
faction. The little party now strolled towards 
the camp, and as they went, Reginald, seeing 
that Prairie- bird still held in her hand the book 
that he had seen her peruse with so much at- 
tention, said, 

*' May I inquire the subject of your studies 
this morning 1" 

'* Certainly," she replied, with grave and 
sweet simplicity ; ** it is the subject of my study 
every morning ; the book was gives m^ l>y foj 



dear father and instructor now by my side. I 
have much to thank him for ; all I know, all I 
enjoy, almost all I feel, but most of all for this 
book, which he h^ taught me to love, and in 
some degree to understand.** 

As she spoke she placed in Reginald*s hand 
a small copy of Luther's translation of the Bi- 
ble; in the fly-leaf before the title page was 
written, " Given to Prairie-bird by her loving 
father and instructor, Paul Muller.** Reginald 
read this inscription half aloud, repeating to 
himself the words "Muller,** "father,** and 
coupling them with the strange enigmas for- 
merly uttered by Wingenund respecting the 
origin of Prairie-bird, he was lost in conjecture 
as to their meaning. 

" I see your difilculty,** said the Missionary ; 
"you do not understand how she can call Win- 
genund and War-Eagle brothers, and me fa« 
ther. In truth, she has from her earliest child* 
hood been brought up by Tamenund as his 
daughter, and as I reside chiefly with this Dela- 
ware band, I have made it my constant occupa- 
tion and pleasure to give her such instructioa 
as my humble means admit ; she has been en- 
trusted to us by the mysterious decrees of Pro- 
vidence ; and though the blood of neither flows 
in her veins, Tamenund and I have, according' 
to our respective offices, used our best endea 
vours to supply the place of natural parents.* 

" Dear, dear father," said Prairie-bird, press- 
ing his hand to her lips, and looking up in his 
face with tearful eyes, " you are and have beeor 
everything to me, instructor, comforter, guide, 
and father! My Indian father, too, and my 
brothers are all kind and loving to me. I have 
read in the books that you have lent me many 
tales and histories of unkindness and hatred 
between parents and children, among nationa 
enlightened and civilized. I have had every 
wish gratified before expressed, and every com- 
fort provided. What could a father do for a 
child, that you have not done for met** 

As she spoke she looked up in the Mission- 
ary's face ^ith a countenance so beaming with 
full affection, that the old man pressed her in 
his arms, and kissing her forehead, muttered 
jDver her a blessing that he was too much moved 
to pronounce aloud; after a pause of a few 
minutes, he said to Reginald, with his usual 
benevolent smile, " We only know you yet by 
your Indian name of *Netis' — ^how are you 
called in the States 1 We inquired of War-eagle 
and Wingenund, but they either did not remem 
her, or could not pronounce your namel" 

" Reginald Brandon," replied our hero. 

Prairie-bird started, and abruptly said, "Again, 
again ; say it once morel** 

Reginald repeated it, and she pronounced the 
first name slowly after him, pressing her hand 
upon her forehead, and with her eye fixed on 
vacancy, while broken exclamations came from 
his lips. 

" What are you thinking of, dear child V* said 
the Missionary, somewhat surprised and alarmed 
by her manner. 

" Nothing, dear Father,** she replied, with » 
faint smile ; " it was a dream, a strange dream 
which that name recalled and confused my 
head ; we are now close to the camp, I will go 
in and rest awhile ; perhaps you may like ta 
talk, more with Ner-I mean," ahe added hesi- 
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tating^, ^ with RagffamM.'* So sayingt and aala- 
tingf thefih with di&t natural grace which be- 
longed to ali her movements, she withdrew 
towards the camp, and Regipald's eyes followed 
her retreating figure until it was lost behind the 
canvass-folds that protected the opening to her 
tent 



CHAPTER XX. 
Iteginald hrtdi a eonvcnatloii with the inlMdoiiftrr. 

Rkoinalb still kept bis eyes on the opening 
through which Pratrie-bird had disappeared into 
(he tent, as though they could have pierced 
through the canvass that concealed from his 
view its lovely inhabitant : his feelings were in 
a state of confusion and excitement^ altogether 
new to him ; for if, in his European travels, he 
■had paid a passing tribute of admiration to the 
beauties who had crossed his path, and whom 
his remarkable personal advantages had ren- 
dered by no means insensible to his homage, 
the surface only of his heart bad been touched, 
whereas now its deepest foimtains were stij^wd, 
.aind the troubled waters gushed forth with over- 
whelming force. 

He was recalled to himself by the voice of 
the missionary, who, without appearing to no- 
tice his abstraction, said, " My son, if you choose 
that we should prolong our walk, I am ready 
40 accompany you." If the truth must be told, 
Reginald could at that moment scarcely endure 
the presence of any human being : he felt an 
impulse to -rush into the woods, or over the 
plain, and to pour forth in solitude the torrent 
of feelings by which he was oppressed ; but he 
•controlled himself, not only because he really 
fblt a respect for the good missionary, but also 
^MKMinse he hoped through him to obtain some 
information respecting the extraordinary being 
who had taken such sudden possession of his 
thoughts ; he replied, therefore, that he would 
willingly accompany him, and they took their 
way together along the banks of the streamlet, 
alternately observing on the scenery and sur- 
rounding objects. , 

This desultory conversation did not long suit 
the eager and straightforward character of Re- 
ginald Brandon ; and he changed it by abruptly 
inquiring of his companion, whether he knew 
anything of the history and parentage of Prame- 
hird. 

"Not much," replied Paul Muller, smiling; 
'* she was with this band of Delawares when I 
first came to reside among them ; if any one 
knows her history it most be Tameound ; but 
he keeps it a profound secret, and gives out 
among the tribe that she was sent to him by 
the Great Spirit, and that as long as she re- 
mains with the band they will be successful in 
hunting and in war." 

" But how," inquired Reginald, " can he make 
such a tale pass current among a people who 
are well known to consider the female sex in 
so inferior and degraded a light!" 

" He has effected it," replied the missionary, 
"partly by accident, partly by her extraordinary 
beauty and endowments, and partly, I must own, 
by my assistance, which I have given because 
I (herebr ensured to her tiie loudest and most 



respectfoi treatment, and also endeavoored; 
ander Ood's blessing, to make her inslnimentai 
in sowing the seed of His truth among these 
benighted savages." 

" Let me understand this more in detail,'* said 
Reginald, " if the narration does not trouMo 
you." 

" Her first appearance among the Delawaresi. 
as they have told me," said the missionary, was 
as follows : — ^** Their prophet, or great roedicina 
man, dreamed that under a certain tree was de^ 
posited a treasure that should enrich the trit-e 
and render them fortunate : a party was sent 
by order of the chief to search the spot indica-* 
ted, and on their arrival they found a female 
child wrapped in a covering of heaver skin, and 
reposing on a conch of Turkey of feathers; 
these creatures being supposed to preside pec»* 
liarly over the fate of the Dehiwares, they 
brought back the child with great oereoiony to 
the village, where they placed her under the 
care of the chief; set apart a tent or kidge for 
her own peculiar use, and ever since that time 
have continued to take every care of her eom« 
fort and safety." 

"I suppose," interrupted Regfiaald, **the 
dream of the great medicine, and all its aeoom* 
paniments, were seoretly arranged between him 
and the chief 1" 

''Pmbably they were,** replied Paid; *'but 
you must beware how yon say as nnefa to any 
Delaware; if you did not risk your life, yoa 
would give mortal ofiTenee. After all, an impo* 
sition that has resulted in harm to no one, and 
in 80 much good to an interesting and unpio- 
tected creature, may be forgiven." 

'* Indeed I will not gainsay it," replied our 
hero ; " pray continue your narrative." 

''My sacred oiBoe, and the kindly feeling 
entertained towards me by these Indians, gave 
me frequent opportunities of seeing and con- 
versing with Olitipa, or the ' Prairie^bird ;* and 
I found in her such an amiable dispositioii, antl 
so quick an apprehension, that I gpave my best 
attention to the cultivatioR of talents, which 
might, I hoped< some day produce a harvest of 
usefulness. In reading, writing, and in music, 
she needed but little instruction ; I furnished 
her from time to time with books, and paper, 
and pencils ; an old Spanish guitar, probably 
taken from some of the dwellings of that people 
in Missouri, enabled her to practise simple 
melodies, and you would he surprised at the 
sweetness with which she now sings words, 
strung together by herself in English and Ger* 
man, and also in the Delaware tongue, adapting 
them to wild airs, either such as she hears 
among the Indians, or indents herself; I took 
especial pains to instruct her in the practical 
elements of a science that my long residence 
among the difi*erent tribes has rendered neces<* 
sary and familiar to me, — ^I mean that of medi- 
cine, as connected with the rude botany of the 
woods and prairies ; and so well has she profit* 
ed by my instruction, and by her own persevo- 
ring researches, that there is seareely a tree, or^ 
gum, or herb possessing any sanatory properties 
which she does not know and apply to lie re- 
lief of those around her. 

"Indeed," said Reginald, laughing; "I had 
not expected to find tlus last amiong the accorait 
itfishvaeM «r Pfiaid»>bii^*- 
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,.. fiir^ii mm lil}8t»)M< tt«o." r^kd Paid 

..MaUerf'^'nay, more; T fear that, in yoorestif 
nate of wbat ar^e imually termed femaie acooip- 
jlishments, you have been accustomed to lay 

..ieo much stress en those which are light or tri* 

'flings and too litUe on those which are useful 
and properly feminine ; even in settled and civ^ 

»'ilized conn tries the moat grievous fevers, and 
ailments to which we are subject, require the 

.ministration of a female nurse ; can it be then 

»imreasonable that we should endeavour to min- 

. gle, in ti^oir education, some knowledge of the 
remedies which they may be called npon tp ad<^ 
minister, and of thfs bodily ills whicb it is to be 
their province to alleviate V^ 

y " Yon are right," aBsweredfiegiaald, mod* 
^estly ; ** and I entreat ][di|r pardon for the hasty 

•levity with which I spoke on the subject. I am 
well aware 4bat, in olden times, no.yiyinig wom- 
an's education was held to be complete without 
some knowledge both ef the culinaiy and beaU 

•ing arts; and I much doubt whether society 
bas not sneered from their hs^ving altogether 
abandooed the cultivation of these in iavoor of 
singing, dancings and reading of the lighteat 
iLind.'' 

" It is the character of the artifieial state to 
which society is fast verging," replied Paul ; 
^* to prefer aceomplisbmeots to qualities, orna- 
ment to usefulness, loj^uiy to comfort, tinsel to 
4Sold ; setting aside the eensideratioa of a future 
state, this system might be well enough, if the 
•drawing-room^ the theatre, and the ball, were 
$he sum of hum^n life ; but it is ill calculated to 
render man dignified in his charaetert and use- 
ful to his ieliow-creatureSf er woman what she 
<(ugk t to be,-*-the cemfort, the solace, ihe orna- 
ment of home." 

<« These .obseryations may be true as regards 
£ngland or France," replied Reginald: **but 
jQu surely would not apply tham to our coun- 
try 1" 

'< To a eertain extent, I dO)'* answered the, 

•VHssionaiy. '* I have been now thirty years cm! 
•ahis «ontinent| and have observed that, as coId- 
tinsts, the Amerioans have been very faithful 
imitators of these defect^ in their mother ceun- 
tty ; I am not sore that they will be rendered 
less so by^ their political ^emanoipation." 

The conversation was new straying rather 
400 far from the subject to which lU^inald de- 
aired to confine it $ waving, therefore, all reply 
i^ the missionaiy's last observation, he said, 
^' If I understood you aright^ there were, beyond 
these studies and accomplishments of Prairie- 
bird, scffloe other means employed by youi to 
give and preserve to her the* -extraordinary ifi- 

..fluenoe whicK yovi say iM she possessee over 
the Indians." 

" There were," replied Paul MuUer ; *' among 
others, I enabled her t«k vaccinate most of the 
children in this band^ by which means. they ea- 
i^ped the fatal effects of a disorder, that has 
committed dreadful ravages among the sur- 
xoaiMltng tribes; and Ibave instructed her in 
aome of the elementary ca^olations of astrono- 
my ; owing to which they look upoif her as a 
^^aperior being; eemmissioned by the Crreat 
^rit to live among them, and to do them good ; 
ihus her person is safe, and her tent- as* snored 
-fipQci. inirosiQa as the gnaat medicine l^ldge ; I 
^m.iUQwed \Q,Qwtw % eenvaitaielil i» it» 



^here I k^ep omr. M|tl9t{^mP«(lfpi;#0A|ES, i^pd 
medicines, and she goes abpat.tbe camp fu 
ber errands of benevolence* followed |>y the 
attach {pent, and veneration of. all oUutsea.avd 
ages!" 

''Happy exiatencet" exclaimed Reginald; 
"and yet," he added, musing ; ''she oanno^ 
surely, be doomed through life to waste such 
sweetness on an air so desert !" 

''I know not," answered the pnissloaary. 
'' God's purposes are mysterious, aqd the in- 
strun)ents that he chooses for effecting theipf 
various as the flowers on the prairie. Many an 
Indian warrior has that sweet ^hild turned from 
the path of blood, more than one uplifted toma- 
hawk bas fallen harmless at the voice of her. en- 
treaty ; nay, I have reason to. hope that in Wio- 
gennndr and in several others of the tribe, she 
has partially uprooted the weeds of hatred and 
revenge, and sown, in their stead, the seeds ef 
Gospel truth. Surely, Reginald Drandon, yOa 
woukl not call such an exiatenoe wasted 1" 

«*That would I not, indeed,'* replied the 
young man, witbempbeaia^ '* it is aa angel's of- 
fice !" he added» inaudibly, ** and it is performed 
by an angel !" , , 

Although he oould have talked, ar.li$tened, or. 
the subject of the Prairie-bird 1m hours togeth- 
er, ReginaUl began already to feel that> sensitive 
reserve reapectiug the mentiottt of her name 
to another which always aooompames even the 
earliest. dawnings of leve; and be turned the 
conversation by inquiring of the venerable mia* 
sionary,, whether he would kiadlv eommunicate 
something of bis own history s ana. explain hiom 
he had cpme fr<nn so remote a distance to pass 
the evening of life among the Indians. 

*' The tale is very brief, and the motives very 
simple. I was born in Germany, and haviag 
early embraced the tenets of the United Breth- 
ren, of whom you have probably beanl in that 
country under the name of ' Herrn-buter,' I re- 
ceived a pressing invitation from Heckewalder, 
then in England, to join him in his projected 
missienary journey to North America. I gladly 
accepted the offer, and aAer a short stay in 
London, embarked with that leaKaed and amia- 
ble man,— who soon became what he now is,— 
the nearest and dearest friend I have on earth, 
'-^nd I ^aced myself under bis^ gai«lan«e in the 
prosecution of the grand objects of ear under- 
taking, which were these:—- to endeavour to 
convert the Indian nations to Christianity, not 
as the Spaniards bad pretended to attempt,, bf 
tire, and sword, and violence, but by going un- 
armed and peaceably among them, studying 
thehr languages, characters, and history; and 
while showing in our own persons an example 
of piety and .self-denial) to eradicate patiently 
the more noxious plants from their moral con- 
stitution, and to mould such as were good and 
wholesome to the purposes of religious truth. 
God be praised, our labours have not been alto* 
gether without effect ; bat 1 blush (br my white 
brethren when I CQufess that the greatest ob- 
stacle to our success bas heen found in the vi- 
ces, the open profligacy, the violence, and the 
cruelty of those who have, called themselves 
ChrisUans. ' Heckewalder bas eonfiaed his ex- 
ertions chiefly to the Indians remaining in Penn- 
ayivaaiftMHl ibe Western territory, mine have 
bean .noMy emplqyfti: aafifllg- tb» wandeiiJiff 
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Md wt!#er tribet who iahabit this rdmote and 
bonndlest region.** 

**I hare oden heard yoor pioas friend^a 
wnne,** aaid Regirtald ; " he enjoya the reputa- 
tion of being the raoat eminent Indian linguist 
!n our country, and lie is supposed to know the 
Delaware language as weD as hia own." 

<• He is indeed," aaid Paul, "the most skgful 
an;l successful labourer in this rude, but not un- 
fmitful vineyard ; now and then, at remote in- 
tcrrais, I contrive, by means of some returning 
hunter or Indian agent, to communicate with 
him, and his letters always afford me matter of 
oonsolation and encouragement ; though I wha 
much' cast down when he announced to me the 
^cniel and wanton massacre of hia Indian flock 
near the banks of the Ohio.*' 

''I have heard of it,** replied Reginald; *'l 
ngret to say that the outrage waa committed 
not very far from the spot where my father 
lites." 

'^Bo yoa live in that neighbourhood!** ex- 
claimed the miasionaiy, suddenly catching his 
arm ; ^ then you may, perhaps— but no, it can- 
not be,'* he muttered to himself. '^This youth 
can know nothins of it." 

**My honoured friend," replied Reginald, co- 
louring at the Idea suggested by the words whiol^ 
be had overheard. ** I trust you do not believe 
that my father or any of my idndred had a share 
in those atrocities !** 

** You misunderstood me altogether, I assure 
jon," answered the missioliary ; *' my exclania- 
tion had reference to another subject. But I 
-aee War-Eagle coming this, way ; probably he 
fe> bent upon some hunting excursion in which 
you may wish to be his companion." 

** I shall gladly do so," replied Reginald, ** as 
inen as I have breakfasted ; my faithful follow- 
er, Perrot, desired vbry much that I should taste 
aome collops of venison, which he said that he 
oould dress in a style somewhat superior to that 
of the Indian cookery. Will you share them 
with me r 

The missionary excused himself, as he had 
already taken hia morning meal, and was about 
to return to the tent of Prairie-bird. 

Reginald aasored the good man of the pleas- 
ure which he bad found in his conversation, and 
expressed a hope that he would be enabled soon 
to enjoy it again, as there was much informa- 
tion respecting the habita, religion, and charac- 
ter of the diflTerent Indian tribes which he felt 
anxious to acquire, and which none could be 
better able to communicate. 

** Whatever instruction or information I may 
have collected during my residence among them, 
18 freely at your service," replied Paul Muller;; 
'' and if you find yourself in any difficulty or em- 
barrassment where my advice can be of use, you 
may always command it. You know,'* he add- 
ed, smiling, *' they consider me great medicine, 
aad thus I am able to say and do many things 
among them which would not be permitted in 
another white man." So saying, he shook hands 
with Reginald, and returned slowly towards the 
encampment. 

War-Eagle now came up, and greeting his 
friend with bis usual cordianty, inquired whether 
he would accompany him in the ehase of the elk, 
herds of which had been seen at no*great dts- 
.lanca. Reginald aiooedadtd the pn^poaal, and, 



having baatily deapaMad the eoMbpe* pi^n^ 
by Perrot, the two frienda left the village an 
foot, and took their way towarda the timber in 
the valley. 

The day was hot, and the speed at which the 
agtie Indian unconsciously strode along, would 
have soon discomfited a leas active p^lestrian 
than Reginald ; but having been well seasoned 
in bis hunting excursions with Baptisto, he found 
no difficulty in keeping pace with his friend, and 
amused himself as they went, by asking him -a 
variety of <}ueationa respecting the country, the 
tribe, and its language, to all of which War- 
Eagle replied with much intelligence and can- 
dour. 

As Reginald had not seen WIngennnd, he 
asked his companion how it happened that tHe 
youth did not accompany them. ** He is gone,^ 
replied War-Eagle, **to bring turkeys to the 
camp."' 

" Does he shoot them T" inquired Reginald. 

** No, be takes them — ^my white brother ahall 
see ; it is not far from the Elk Path." 

When they reached the wooded bottom, War- 
Eagle struck into a small traek which seemed 
to have been made by a streamlet in spring, and, 
having followed It for about a mile, they came 
to a more open woodland scene, where the In- 
dian pointed, as ihey^ passed along, to scattered 
feathers end foot- tracks of turkeys in abundance. 
They had not proceeded far, when he uttered a 
low exclamation of surprise as he discovered 
Wingenund stretched at the foot of a tree, with 
his eyes busily fixed upon something which he 
held in his hand, and which so riveted his at- 
tention that he was not aware of their approach 
Beakle him lay two old and two young turkeya 
which he had caught and killed ; the friends had 
not looked at him many seconds, before he raised 
his eyes and perceived them ; starting to his feet 
he made an ineflbctual attempt to concea.* that 
which he had been holding in his hand, whu b 
was, in fact, a sheet of coarse white paper. 
Reginald drew near and said to him, " Com^ 
Wingenund, you must show Netis what you hold 
in your hand ; I am sure it is no harm, and if It 
is a secret, I will keep it." 

Wingenund, in some confosion, handed tho 
scroll tu Reginald, who saw at the first glance 
that it was a fragment of an elementary vocabu- 
lary of Delaware and English words, written ni- 
a free, bold character ; he ran his eye over the 
paper ./lilch contained chiefly phrases of the 
most simple kind, such as **N'mentu, I drink," 
" JV'ani pa iw, f stand," «♦ Tokelan, it rains,'* 
" L0O, true," «• Yuni, this," •* iVo-ni, that," Ac, 
dte. ; and a smile came over his features when 
his eye met his own name, ** Netis," with ita 
translation. ** dear friend." Below this he read, 
** N'quti," Nisha, Nacha, Newo, and a succes- 
sion of single words, which he rightly conjec- 
tured to be numerals, 1, 3, 3, 4, dec, and at the 
bottom of the page was a long sentence in the 
Lenape tongue, which began as follows : *< Ki 
tpetoehemelefik f^dli efian awatnagame^ dice."—- 
*- What is this last sentence, Wingenund I" in- 
quired Reginald. 

•*It is the prayer," replied the yonth, "tht^ 
the Good Spirit taught the white men to say, 
when he came to live among them." 

•* And who wrote all these words for you 1** 

**Pi«iTia-biri wrote tbem, and every day ahe^ 
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paper." 

Keginald*8 eyes strayed unconsciously to that 
^rtof the sheet where he had aeen his own 
name written by the Prairie-birii's hand. *' Hap- 
oy b4)y !*' he mentally ejaeulated, ** to sit at her 
feet and draw instruction from her lips ! With 
eucli a teaclier, methinks I could learn the 
l«cnape tongue in a month! — What says my 
brother?** he continued, aloud, addressing War- 
£agle, whose fine countenance wore an expres- 
sion of indifference, almost amounting to con- 
tempt — '* What says my brother of this paper 1" 

** It is perhaps ^ood," replied the Indian, grave- 
ly ; ** for the black father, and for the white man 
— ^but not for the I«enape. The Great Spirit has 
^iven him a heart to feel, and a band to fight, 
and eyes to see the smallest track on the grass 
— ^that is enough. Our fath'ers knew no more, 
and they were great, and strong, and brave ! 
Chiefs among the nations ! What are we now 
— few, and weak, and wandering; it is better 
fur as to live and die like them, and we shall 
liunt with £hem in the happy fields. IiCt us go 
9nd nho'ir Netis where Wingenund takejB the 
t*i/keva.*' So saying, he turned and led the 
vr4>, followed by his two oompanions. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Sa anival at MooshaiiBe^-— A calm ashore after a ttonn 

ati 



Whils the events, uarrated in the preceding 
tshapter, were occurring in the Western wilder- 
aess, the family at Mooshanne had been thrown 
rato a state of the greatest dismay and confu- 
sion, by the arrival of Captain L*Estrange's 
first letter, announcing the flight of Ethelston 
with his daughter, and depicting his conduct in 
the blackest colours. Colonel Brandon had pe- 
rused its contents half a dozen times, and they 
Jiad produced traces of anxiety upon his coun- 
tenance, too evident to escape the observation 
of Lucy, so that he was obliged to break to her 
by degrees the painful intelligence of her lover^s 
infidelity ; with a calmness that surprised him, 
ehe insisted on reading the letter ; as she pro- 
ceeded her brow crimsoned with indignation, 
mnd those blue eyes, usually jbeaming with the 
gentlest expression, flushed with an angry lus- 
tre. 

Colonel Brandon knew full well the affection 
ehe had long conceived for Ethelston, and though 
hts own feelings were deeply wounded by the 
misconduct of One whom he had loved and 
trusted as a son, they were, at present, over- 
powered by the fears which he entertained oC 
the effect which this unexpected blow might 
produce on Lucy's health and happiness. He 
was, therefore, relieved by observing the an- 
ger expressed on her countenance, and prepar- 
ed himself to hear the deserved, reproaches on 
oer former lover, which seemed ready to burst 
from her tongue. What was his surprise 
whf n he saw her tear the letter in pieces before 
his face, and heard her, while she set her pretty 
little foot upon them, exclaim. 

** Dear, dear father, how could you for a mo- 



believe anything to the disadvantage ef Ethel- 
ston, there was so much circumstantial evidenee 
to condemn him. that he felt it his duty to pre- 
pare his child for the worst at onoe, and te 
point out to her how they already knew that 
Ethelston had been wounded and conveyed |o 
the house of L'Estrange, that his long ab^noe 
was unexplained, and lastly that the character 
of the French Commodore, as an officer and a 
man of honour, was unimpeached. 

Lucy heard him to the end, the glow on her 
cheek assumed a warmer hue and the little foot 
beat with a nervous and scarcely pereeptible 
motion on the floor, as she replied, ** Father, I 
will believe that the letter is a forgery, or thait 
the French officer, or Commodore, or Admiral, 
is a madman, but never that Ethelston is a vil- 
lain." 

*' My des^r Lucy," said the Colonel ; '* I am 
almost as unwilling to think ill of Ethelston as 
you can be yourself; but, alas! I have seen 
more than you of the inconstancy of men ; and 
I know, too weU« that many who have enjoyed 
a good reputation, have yet been found unable 
to withstand temptation, such as may have be- 
set Ethelston whilean inmate of the same house 
with the Creole beauty — " 

*' Dear Father,'' answered Lucy, colouring yet 
more deeply ; though it were possible that Ethel- 
ston, in the presence of greater attractions, may 
have yielded to them his afifections and with- 
drawn them from one who had hoped to possess 
and treasure them for life, though this may be 
possible, it is not possible that be sliould be 
guilty of a violation of the laws of hospitality 
and honour, such as that slanderous paper lays 
to his charge ; promise me, dearest father, te 
suspend your belief, and never to speak on this 
subject again, until it is God's pleasure that the 
truth shall be brought to light." 

" I promise you, my sweet child," said her 
father; *^and may that Merciful Being grant 
that your trust be not disappointed." 

** I have no fears," said Lucy, and as she 
spoke her eyes beamed with that full undoubt- 
ing love, such as can only be felt by one who 
has never known what it is to deceive or to be 
deceived. 

Days and weeks passed on without any intel- 
ligence of Ethelston ; and while the fears of 
Colonel Brandon become more confirmed, the 
agony of suspense, and the sickness of deferred 
hope began to prey upon the spirits of bis 
daughter ; she never alluded to the forbidden 
subject, but her nervous anxiety, when the week- 
ly letter-bag was opened, clearly showed that 
it was ever in her mind ; nevertheless she con- 
tinued her occasional excursions to Marietta, 
and visited, as usual, those around Mooshanne 
who were sick or in distress, so that neither her 
mother, nor aunt Mary, detected the anxiet> by 
which she was tortured. One evening, half aa 
hour before sunset, as the family party were 
seated at their simple supper, the clatter of a 
horse's hoofs was heard approaching at full 
speed, from which the rider dismounted, and 
lifting the latch of the unlocked door, entered 
the house. Traversing the vestibule with has- 
ty strides, and apparently guided by instinct to 



fr.9nt believe such a tale of vile, atrocious false- 1 the apartment in which the family were assem 
IunmIV [bled, he threw open the door, andEiheiston stood 
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• btflbio dM mCMishctf pMtf • His toonntenanct 
was haggnd from ihtigus and exposure to the 
wan, and his whole sppearance indicated exhaas* 
tfon. Loey turned deadly pale, and Colonel 
Brandon*s eonstrained manner, as he rose from 
bis chatr* must have oonrinced the new comer 
Ibat his return was prodoctiTe of other feelings 
' tiian those of nnmingled pleasure. He was 
moving, however, a few steps forward to pay 
his first respects to Mrs. Brandon, when the 
Colonel, touching him lightly on the arm, said, 
** Mr. Eihelston, I must crave a few words with 
you in the adjoining room." 

Hitherto I^acy had remained silent, with her 
eyes fixed intently on Ethelston*s countenance, 
he returned her look with one as long and fix- 
ed, the expression of his eyes was mournful, 
rather than joyous, but there was no trace of 
uneasiness or of shame. Springing from her 
eeat, she placed her hand imploringly on the 
'Cofoners arm, saying, 

" Dear father, I told you so from the first-— 
I knew it always— I read it now plain as the 
son in heaven — that Tile letter was a string of 
ftlseboods — he is retamed as he left iis, with an 
untarnished honour.*' 

** Thank you, dear Lucy,** said Ethelston, ad- 
Tancing and pressing her extended hands to his 
lips ; ** blessings on that trusting affection which 
has rendered it impossible for you to believe 
ought to the prejudice of one on whom you have 
deigred to fix it. Colonel Brandon," be con* 
tinned. " I can guess how you hdve been misled, 
and appearances were, for a short time, so muci 
against me, that I acquit, of all intentional mav 
'/ iee» those who have misled you ! Judge for 
yourself whether, if I were stained by the crims 
of which I have been accused, I could now asl , 
on my bended knee, for the blessing of you, my 
second father, and thus hold in mine, as I daie 
to do, the hand of your pure, trusting, and belov- 
ed child." 

Tliere was a truth in every tone of his roice, 
and a convincing dignity in his man.^er that 
swept away all doubts like a torrent : the Colo- 
nel embraced him with cordial affection : Aunt 
Mary kissed her favourite nephew over and uver 
again, Mrs. Brandon wept tears of joy on his 
neck, and Xucy was so overpowered with de-. 
light, that she was perhaps scarcely conscious 
of all that passed around. 

After they .were in some degree recovered 
'fiom their emotion, and hkd pressed Ethelston 
to take some refreshment ; he said to the Colo- 
nel, ** Now I am prepared to give you an account 
of my adventures, and to explain those circum- 
stances ihat led to the misunderstanding under 
which you have so long laboured.** 

"Not a word — not a word will I hear of* ex- 
planation, to-night, my dear boy,*' replied the 
Colonel. ** I am already ashamed that I have 
not shown the same undoobting confidence in 
Jroor rectitude both of purpose and conduct, that 
has been evin-ted from first to last by Lucy. 
You are weary and exhausted, the agitation of 
this scene has been trying to all of us ; we K^ill 
defer your narrative until to-morrow. Our first 
duty this evening, is to return our thanks to 
Providence for having protected you through all 
danger, and restored you safe to the comforts of 
home." 

Ab he spoke, the worthy old gentleman toolc 



down a biMe from the shelf, ahd; hairing flesiref 
Lucy to summon all the servants into the room, 
he read an appropriate chapter, and added up 
the selected prayer for the evening, a few im- 
pressive and affecting woitis of thanksgiving 
for the safe return of the long lost member el 
the family. 

This duty was scarcely oondoded, when the 
outer door was violently opened ; a heavy step 
was heard approaching, and, without waiting ta 
be admitted or announced, the sturdy figure of 
Gregson entered the room. 

**The captain himself, as I live," said the 
honest mate. ** Beg pardon, Colonel Brandon, 
but I heard a report of his having been seen 
going ten knots an hour through Marietta. So 
I np sticks, made sail, and was in his wake in 
less time than our nigger cook takes to toss off 
a glass of grog." 

" Give me your hand, Gregson," said Ethel- 
ston, kindly ; ** there is not a truer, or an hon- 
ester one between Marietta and China.'* 

"Thank ye, thank ye. Captain," said the 
mate, giving him a squeeze that would have 
broken the knuckles of any hand but a sailor's ; 
" the flippe]r*s well enough in its way, and I trust 
the heart*s somewhere about the right place 
but what the devil have they been at with yoa 
in Guadaloupe,*' he added, observing his chiefs 
wearied and wasted appearance ; *< considering 
how long those rascally Frenchmen have had 
you in dock, theyWe sent you to sea in a pxe- 
ckous state, both as to hull and rigging.'* 

** I confess I am not over ship-shape," said 
Ethelston, laughing, ''but my present condition 
is more owing to the fatigues of my tedious 
journey from New Orleans, than to any neglect 
on the part of the Frenchmen." 

The Colonel now invited the worthy mate to 
be seated, and Lucy brewed for him, with her 
own fair fingers, a large tumbler of toddy, into 
which, by her father's desire, she poured an 
extra glass of rum. Ethelston, pretending to 
be jealous of this favour, insisted on his right 
to a draught, containing less potent ingredients, 
but administered by the same hand, and an ani- 
mated conversation ensued, in the counie of 
which Gregson inquired after the welfare cf his 
old friend Cupid, the black cook. 

" Poor fellow, he is no more," replied Ethel- 
ston, in a tone of deep fueling ; " he died as he 
had lived, proud, brave, faithful to the last. I 
cannot tell you the story now, it is too sad a 
one for this our first evening at home ;*' as he 
spoke, his eyeo met those of Lucy, and there 
he read all that his overcharged heart desired 
to know. 

Soon after the allusion to this melancho^ 
incident, the little party broke up ; the evening 
being already far advanced, Gregson returned 
to Marietta ; and the members of the colonel's 
family retired to their respective apartments, 
leaving Ethelston alone in the drawing-room 
For a few minutes he walked up and down, and 
pressed his hand upon his forehead, whicJi 
throbbed with various and deep emotions. He 
took op the music whereon Lucy had written 
her name, the needle- work on which her fingers 
had been employed ; he sat down on the chair 
she had just left, as if to satisfy himself with 
the assurance that all around hifn was not a 
dreamy and again he tented the full gratitude 
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of thaDJki^ving. AlUr a aboit indulgence in 
such meditations, be retired to that rest of 
which he stood so miich in need. The room 
that bad beep prepared for him waa up stairs, 
and, on crossing a broad passage that led to it, 
he suddenly met Lucy, who was returning to 
her own from her mother's apartment. Whether 
this meeting was purely accidental, or whether 
Lucy remembering that she had not said Grood- 
night, quite distinctly to her lover, lingered in 
her mother's room until she heard his step on 
the stair, we have no means of ascertaining, 
and therefore leave it undecided ; certain it is, 
however, thsU they did meet in the passage 
above mentioned, and that Ethelston putting 
4own his candle on a table that stood by, took 
Lucy's unresisting band and pressed it in bis 
own ; he gazed on her blushing countenance 
with an intensity that can only be understood 
by those who, like him, have been suddenly 
restored te a beloved one, whose image had 
been ever present during a long absence, ae- 
«iaging the pain of sickness, comforting him in 
trials, dwelling with him in the solitude of a 
prison, and sustaining him in the extrejnest 
perils of the storm, the fight, and the shipwredc ! 
Thqugh be bad never been formally betrothed 
to her in words, and though his heart was now 
too foil to give utterance ta them, he had heard 
enough below to satisfy him that she bad never 
doubted his faith— he felt that their troth was 
taratly plighted to each other, and now it was 
almost unconsciously that their lips met and 
«eaied the unspoken contract. 

That first, long, paasi^nate, kiss of requited 
love! Its raptures have been, the theme of 
glowing prose, of impassioned verse, in all ages 
and climes ; the powers of language have been 
exhausted upon it, the tongue and the pen of 
Genius have, for centuries borrowed for its de* 
scription the warmest hues of fancy and imagi- 
nation—and yet how far shwt do thejr iall of 
the reality ! how impossible to express in worda 
an electric torrent of feeling, more tumultuous 
than joy, more burning than the deaert*s thirst, 
—yet sweeter and rooFc delicious than ehild- 
hood's dream of Paradise^ pouring over the 
heart a stream of bliss, stewing the senses in 
ohlivictt of all earthly oarea, and so mysterieualy 
blending the physical with the immaterial tie- 
moats of our nature, that we feel as if, in that 
embrace, we could transfuse a portion of our soul, 
and spirit into the beloved object, on whose lip 
that first kiss of long-treasured love is imprinted. 

bnet Miu ueeiing mumenia ! they are gone 
almost before the mind is conscious of them ! 
They could not, indeed, be otherwise than brief, 
for the agony of joy is like that of pain, and 
exhausted nature would sink under its oontinned 
excess. Precious moments, indeed ! to none 
can they be ^ known more than once in life ; to 
very many, they can never be known at all. 
They can neither be felt nor imagined by the 
mere worldling, nor the sensualist ; the sources 
of that stream of bliss must be unadulterated 
V aught low, or sdfish ; it is not enough that 

** Heart and wtnA and aenw In conceit move ;** 

desire must go hand in hand with purity, and 
Tirtoe be the handmaki of passion, or the bliss* 
M ap0Mi wiUlose.ita iaiiwt and hrightcat hyea. 



The step of acnne servant waa heard approaslu 
ing, arid Lucy, atlering a hasty good-night, i»< 
tm ned to her room, where she bolted her dooi^ 
and gave herself up to the varied emotkina \9f* 
whi<£ she was overcome. Tears bedewed bar 
eyes, but they were not teara of grief; boi- 
bosom was agitated, but it waa not the agi Jt^ 
tion of aorrow ; her pillow waa sleepless, bat 
she courted not shimber, for her mind dweh on • 
the events of the past day, and gratitude for i 
her lover's return, together with the foil assa* 
ranee of his untarnished honour, and undimin^ 
isbed afifection, rendered her waking thou^^ris 
sw^ter than any that aloep could have bar- 
row^ from the Land of Dreama. 

On the following morning, after break&st,. 
when the family were assembled in the library, 
Ethelston, at. the request oi Colonel Brandon* 
commenced the narrative of his adventures. As 
the reader is already acquainted with them, 
until the closing seene of poor Nina's life, ws 
shall make mention of that part of his tide, no 
farther than to state that, ao far as truth would 
permit, in all that he toU as well as all that hm 
forbore to tell, he feelingly endeavoured to 
shield her memory from blame; the sequel of 
his stoqr waahall give aa narrated ia his owa 
worda. 

** I remained only a few daya with L'£atraago 
after his daughter's, death ; during which timo I 
used my best endeavoura to console him ; but,* 
in spite of the afiTeetionate kindneaa which ho 
showed me, I felt that my pfeaence moat ever-. 
recall and refreah the remembrance of hia bo*- 
reavement, and J waa much relieved when tliO- 
arrival of one of hia other married daughtera. . 
with her family, gave mo an excuse and an op* ,, 
portunity for withdrawing from QnadalmfNa . j^ 
The veasel whieh had brought them fjnai» Ja- 
maica proposed to return immediately^ ani I. 
easily obtained L'Eatrange'a permiaaion to aaA 
with her, only on the oondition of >not aerviog 
againat Franee- during, the cootinoanoe of theao 
hoatilitiea: when I bode ,him ferewcU he waa 
much -afiTected, and embraoodsina aa if ho wmm 
parting with a son, ao 1 havo at leaat iie mat* 
ancboly satiafaetion of knowing, that I retaia 
hia heat wiahea aod his esteem. 

''Afy voyage to Port^royal waa prosperoos; 
on arriviog I found a brig laden witth iruit. jnat. 
abont to sail^ia a few daya, fer New OrleaoaL- 
I eoafeaa I did not auich like the, appearaneo 
either of the vessel, or her oomnamler, but^ 
such waa my inpatienco to retorn to Moo- 
shanne, that I believe I wooid have risked tho 
voyage in an open boat," here Ethelstoa kMhed 
at Laey« on whose countenance a bhiahiof 
bmile showed that she well knew the meaning 
of his wonla. ''I emharked,'* he continned 
** accompanied by my faitbAil Cupkl, on board 
the ' Dos Amigos :' the captain was an ignorant 
rum-drinking Creole, beatdea himself there waa 
only one white man. in the crew, and the eol« 
unred men were from all countries and^imate% 
the most reckless and torhalent gang that I had 
ever seen on board a ahip. ]£iring the first- 
half of the voyage, the woatber being faroara* 
ble^ we erept along the southern coast of Cuba 
and past almost within sight of the Isla de Pi- 
nos, which I had ao much cause to remember ; 
thence we steered a northwesterly course, and 
doubled ite Gape of Saint Antonio in safety 
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w« had a p r os pcc i of a fiiir ran to the 
Baliae ) bat, two days after we had lost sight 
of the Cuban coast, it came on to blow a gale 
ef wind which gradually increased witil it be- 
QBtne almost a hurricane from the south-west. 

The brig drove helplessly before it, and from 
her leaky and shattered condition, as well as 
fiwm the- total want of seamanship exhibited by 
her dninken captain, I hourly expected that she 
would founder at sea ; for twenty four hoars the 
gale continued with anabated Tiolenee, and the 
weather was so thick that no object could be 
discerned at two hundred yards distance ; I re- 
Bianied constantly on deck, giving such as^at- 
anoe as I could render, and endeavouring to 
keep the captain's lipe from ttre rum-bottle, to 
which he had more frequent recourse as the 
danger became more imminent. Being, at 
length, wearied out, I threw myself in my 
dothes on my cot, and soon fell asleep. I know 
not how long I slept, but I was awakened by a 
violent shock, acoompanied by a grating grind- 
ing sound, from which I knew in an instant that 
the turig had struck on a rock ; almost before I 
' kad time to spring from my cot, Cupid dashed 
into the cabin and seizing me with the force of 
a giant, dragged me on deck. At this nioment 
the foremast fell with a tremendous crash, and 
a heavy sea swept over the devoted vessel, car- 
lying away the boat, all loose spars, and many 
^ the crew ; Cupid and I hekl on by the main 
rigging and were not swept away ; but wave 
after wave succeeded each other with resist- 
less fury, and in a few moments we were both 
struggling, half stunned and exhausted, in the 
abyss of waters, holding on convulsively to 
. a UHTge hen-coop, which had proviitentially been 
thrown between us. 

** One wild shriek of despair reached my ear, 
after which nothing was heard but the tumoltu- 
OQS roarof the angry cAeraents.*' 

At tliis part of Ethelston*s narrative, Lucy 
covered her- faee wRh her hands, as if she 
would thereby shut out tiie dreadful view, and 
iff spite of all her straggle for self-command, a 
tear stcrie down her ccSoorless cheek. 

*' It .was, indeed, a fearful moment,*' he con- 
tinued, " and yet I did not feel deserted by hope ; 
I was prepared for death, I prayed fervently, 
and I felt that my prayer was not uaheaid ; 
even then, in the strife of foaming sea and 
rearing blast, God sent the vision of an angel 
to oomfort and sustain me ! It wore the form 
of one who. has ever dwelt in my thoughts by 
day, and in my dreams by night; who seemed 
as near to me then, as she does now that her 
gentle tears are flowing at this recital ctf my 
trials." 

'^hile speaking the last words, his low voice 
trembled until it fell into a whisper, and Lucy, 
overcome by her feeling, would have fallen from 
her chair, had not his ready arm supported her. 
A dead silenced reigned in the room. Aunt Mary 
wept aloud, and Colonel Brandon walked to the 
f window to conceal his emotion. After a few 
minutes, as- she turned again towards them ; 
Ethelston, who still supported Lucy, beckoned 
liim to approacli, and addressing him in a tone 
of deep and earnest feeling, said, 

'' Colonel Brandon, my guardian, friend and 
))^nef actor ; add yet this one to all your former 
booefui^, and my cup of gratitude will be liiU ia- 



deed,** as he spiAe he took IM nnMsMing hantf* 
of Lucy in his own ; the Colonel Imhcch! in* 
quiringly and affectionately at his daughter, 
^hn did not speak, but raised her tearful eye* 
to his. with an expression not to be misunder- 
stood. Pressing their united hands betweev 
his own, and kissing Lucy's forehead he whim- 
pered, 

" God bless you, my children :" after a pause 
he added, with a suppressed smile, *" Eiheiston 
shall finish his narrative presently ;*' and takin|^ 
Aofit Mary's arm he left the room. 

We will imitate the Coloners discretion, and 
forbear to intrude upon the sacred quiet of a 
scene where the secret long-cherished love of 
two overflowing hearts was at length un» 
reservedly interchanged; we need only say 
that ere the Colonel returned with Aunt Mary, 
after an absence of half an hour, Lucy's tears 
were dried, and her cheeks were suffused with, 
a mantling blush, as she sprung into her fa-> 
ther's arms, and held him in a long and silent 
edkbrace. 

** Come, my child," said the Colonel, when 
he had returned her affectionate caress; *'sit 
down, and let us hear the conclusion of EtheU 
stones adventures — we left him in a perilous 
plight, and I am anxious to hear how he es- 
caped from it." 

** Not without much suffering, both of mind 
and body, my dear sir," continued Ethelston in 
a serious tone of voice ; " for the sea daslied t» 
an fro with such violence the frail basket work 
to which Cupid and I were clinging, that mote 
than once I was almost forced to quit my hold, 
and it was soon evident that its buoyant powcir 
was not sufficient to save us both, especially an 
Cnpid's bulk and weight were commensoratn 
with his gigantic strength ; his coolness under 
these trying circumstances was remarkable; 
observing that I was almost fainting from the 
effects of a severe blow on the head from a 
floating piece of the wreck, he poured into my 
mouth some mm from a small flask that he 
had contrived to secure, and then replacing the 
stopper, thrust the flask into my breast pocket, 
saying, ^ Capt'n drink mons when he want :** 
at this moment a large spar from the wreck 
was driven past us, and the faithful creature- 
said, ^ Oapt'n, hencoop not big enough for two 
Cupid awim and take spar to ride ;" and ere I 
could atop him he loosed his hold and plunged- 
into the huge wave to seize the spar ; more I 
could not see, for the spray dashed over me, 
and the gloom and the breakers hid htm in a 
moment from my sight. I felt my strength faik 
ing, but enough remained for me to loose a 
strong silk kerchief from my neck, and to las^ 
myself firmly to the hencoop ; again and again 
the wild sea broke over me : I felt a tremend 
ous and stunning blew — as I thought, the iasCi 
and I was no more conscious of what passed 
around. 

" When I recoverd my senses I found mysell 
lying upon some soft branches, and sheltered by 
low bushes, a few hundred yards from tho sea- 
beach ; two strange men were standing neai 
me, and gave evident signs of satisfaction when 
they saw my first attempts at speech and mo- 
tion ; they made me swallow several morsels 
l>{ sea btsciiit steeped in rum, and I was wtm 
so fer restored as to be able to ait up^ and i» 
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\tmn 'tli0^ piftiealMit of. n/ sitoiftioii. Tlie. 
ttUand neac which thebriff hfid been Wrecked. 
wma one of the Tortugae ; the Iwo men vrho 
had carried nie up to a dry spot from the beach, 
belonged to a smali fishtng-eraft, which had put 
in two days before the hnrrtoano for a' supply 6{ 
water, and in hopes of catching turtle. Their 
vessel was securely moored in a little natural 
harbour, protected by the outeV ledge of rocks ; 
file reef on which the brig had stroek was up- 
virard of a. mile from the spot wl^ere they had 
found me» and I could not learn from them that 
tbey had seen any portion, of her wreek, or any 
]part of her crew alive or dead. 

** As soon as my* braised condition permitted 
WB to drag my limbs along^ I commenced a 
careful search along the low rocky shore, in 
hopes of learning somethirig of the fate of Cu' 
pid, and at length was horrified on discdvering 
the mutilated remains of the faithful creature, 
among some crovicesf in tbiB rocks. He had 
ching to the spar which still lay beside him 
with the pertinaeioQS strength of despair; kj^ 
han^ds and limbs were dreadfuUy mangled^ ai^ 
his skuQ fractured by the violence with which' 
l^e had been driven on the reef. I remembered' 
how he had resigned the hencoop to save my 
life; and the grief that I evinced for his loss 
moved the compassion of the fishermaoi who 
aided me to bnry bim decently on the island. 

<« We remained there two days longer, until 
the gale bad subsided, during which time I 
frequently visited poor Cupid's grave; and 
though many of our countrymen . would be 
^OBhamed of owrfing such regret for one of his col- 
4Nir, I confess that when on that lonely spot I 
eailad to mind his faithful serTices, and hia last 
noble act of generous courage, I mourned him 
ais a friend aiKl brother. 

*' When the fishing-smack put te sea, I pre* 
Tailed on her captain to visit the reef where the 
hrig had struck^ but we found not a spar nor 
liiank remaining; nor am I to this moment 
aware whether any others of her crew survived 
the wreck, but it is more than probable that 
they perished to a man. Upon the promise of 
a considerable sum of money, I prevailed upon 
the fisherman to give nte a passage to New* 
'Orleans* where we arrived without aeeident or 
<aKl venture, and my impatience to reach home 
only permitted me to stay in that city a few 
laours» when, having provided myself with a 
horse, I rode on hither by forced marches, and 
«mved in the travei-wom condition that you 
observed yesterday.!' 



CHAPTER XXU. 

An fnk-hQnt— Keginald Winkes his first esmy in mirgery, 
—The raoder is lulitiineil into Prairie-Bird*s tent. 

W& left Reginald Brandon in the skirt of the 
iqrest bonnding the Western Prairie, accompa- 
nied by Wingenund and War-Eagta The lat- 
ter, having taken the lead, conducted hia com- 
panions Sirough a considerable extent of 
ground, covered with bushes of aider and scnib- 
eak, unUl they reached an open fuiest glade, 
where tne Indian pointed out to Reginald a 
large square bmidtng, composed of rough logs, 
and eoveied with the a^aae materiai ia the 



ceatotOf otM aide itmmm lei^^aptrMs Mi9ffs/ 
about fifteen: inebeaici heighH in fin^nt of whieli^ 
was a train of maize laid by jWinganund ; on. 
approaching, this turkey-pen; or tnap, th^ oh** 
served that there were ahready two prisoaesra^ %r 
large gobbler and a female bird,, although not 
more than an hour had elapsed siacathia lad had. 
taken out the fdurtorkcofs which have heiBa be> 
fore mentioned. When the captives; beeaise' 
aware of the approach of the party, they ra^ 
about the pen ;from side to side, thrusting oat 
their long necks, peering through the erevieea* 
fn the lo^, jumping and fiyuig againstethe top^. 
in their violent endeavours to escape. 

^* Do they never stoop their beads»**- inquired? 
Reginald, ^* and go out at thei same door bj, 
which they eatefed V 

*•' Never,^' replied Wingenund. ; 

"That ia singular," said Reginald, *' for the: 
bird is in generS very.sagaeioas aud diffiotitt tei 
be taken or killed ;-^hovi^ dees it happen ^ii 
th^y are so unaccountably stupid as net to go; 
out where they came in V' 

Before answeriag the question .addressed tj»: 
him, Wingenund oast a difl^dent 'look :towarda, 
War<^Eag!e,.and on'reoeiTing ftom the chief a 
sign to rep^j^ he said* 

*<Netis knows that the Great Spir^ dis^rihr. 
utes the gifts of wisdom and oonakigld^e the 
sunshine and the atonnv> even the Qlaok-Fpthisr 
does not nnderttand all bis ways. How can; 
Wingenund teU why the turkey's eye ia as 
quick, his tar so sharp, hia lefs so swi(^1-<-^o4 
yet he is sometimes a fool; when he picka up 
the inaize, bis head is low ; he walks throa^ 
the opening ; he is in a atraage pUee ; he ia 
frightened ; and fear takea from him all the 
sense that the Onsat Spirit had given him. 
Wingenund. knows no mare." 

** My young hrother speaks truly and wiselat . 
b^ond hia years," said Regio^ kindly. " it 
is as you say, fear makes him forget att the ch- . 
paeitiea of hia nature ; it is so with i|ieii*-Hirhf 
should it be otherwise with birds t Does Wav* 
Eagle say nethnigl" 

<' My brother's words are true." roptied the 
chief, graved ; <* he has picked oat ^ae «ifip^» 
but many. remain ia the qaiver." : - 

«« My brother speaks riddles^" aaid Reigiptid. 
** I do not dnderstand him.? 

^ Fear ia a bad spirit*'^ leplied the chief, raia* : 
ing his arm and • speaking with eneigy. ^* U-* 
creeps round the heart of a. womaa. aad ciavhi* 
amoQg the lodges of the Oaeotahs $ , it makea. 
the deer. leap into the river when he would be>. 
safor in the thicket; it makes the turkey a fool, 
and keeps himan the pen: hut there are other., 
bad spirits that make the heart erooked and tha . 
eyes blind. '^ 

** Tell me, bow aot** inquired Reginald, da- 
siFOus of encoeraging hia Indian friend to eon : 
tinue his illuatration. 

<* Does my brother know the antelope^" re 
plied War«>Bagle) *'he is very canning «od 
swift; his ^e is quick as the turkey's; the 
hunter could not overtake him: hut he Itea. 
down in a hollow and hides himself ; he faateoa* 
a tuft of grasa to his how and hcdds it over hia 
head ; the Bad Spirit gets into the antelope ; he 
becomes a fool; he comes nearer and nearer te 
look at the straage sight t— the hunter aboota 
andfaedieak Tbace are meof bud aotritf^ Tht 
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ff^mnMiRf mmUe 7 IM had tafcMi aoalpa, the bail 
Hf bis'Hitf'^ii DtfC wand^; if he had crept io 
the boafcea on my bretber'a path, Netta would 
now hofs the happf hiiatmg4lelda of the white 
WBirkira. Bat a Bad' Spirit took biai; be of- 
faved ibod while hia heait waa lalae, and he 
tbraat hia head under the tomahawk of War* 
Bacle. There an Boanj bad apirita. I hare 
apokeo.*' 

Reginald liatened with intereat to theae aen- 
tineota of hia Indian friend, expieaaed, aa thef 
ware, in broken aentencea and in broken Eag* 
liah, the purport of them being, however, exact* 
Ij'eofnFeyed in thelbregoing aentencea ; but he 
itfraioed ftami puraaing tlie subject farther, ob- 
aenring that War-Eagle was altnging the tnr- 
keya over Wingennnd'a ahoulder, and preparing 
to poraue tbeir ooome in aearch of the elk. 
Iieavitig the youth to letam with hia feathered 
bimlen to the eneampment, the two friends eon* 
tinned Hieir exeoraion, War-Eagle leading thd 
way, and stopping eyery now «rid then to ex- 
amine each tradka-aa appeared to him worthy of 
aatiee. They had not prooeeded fiir, when they 
viaehed a apot where the path which they were 
(bllowing crossed a small rivulet, and, the soil 
being soil on its bank, tbere were iinmeroas 
heaf-printa of deer and elk, but ao confuaed hy 
the tranypKng of the difibrent anhnala, that 
ReginflklcouMl not distinguish the one from the 
flih'tr. It was not so^ however, with the Indian, 
'if pointing dowanNrard to a track at hia foot, 
iwi^tde a afgn, by raising both hia hands above 
hia heal, to indicate a pairof antiora, and whia- 
pered to Reginald "Vei^ big." 

*' An elk1^ inquired th^ latter; making a ai- 
lent afflmMtiveeign, War«ikigle poiauedthe 
trail which conducted them tothetop of aaaaaH 
rMiig gffMMdr ^ere it appeared le hmnch in 
at^enl directions and became afanoat impereep- 
tiVte ftom the sfeoitnesa ^ the graaa and the 
hlnfneaa of the «oil. But theae aeemed tooflfer 
mNuipedftnent to' the Indian*8 pnrsnit of his 
^arry, for turning short ut a right angle to their 
former eonrse, he deaoended the fariUodk in a 
dllhreNt dffeeiion, waikhig m^h a i^wift noiae* 
leaa step as if he sawhie gams beforeihim. 

]beglBaid*e aarpriae overcame even his eager- 
aeas fur the sport, trained aahe had been, in the 
wMMtetand joMly held one of the quieikest tind 
nl^st skUfol* huntera .in the territory ; he bad 
hfoked in vain .on the groo«d which they were 
niW'traverahigfor the alighteift point or lioot* 
alM-k ; tOdohing, therefore, bis friend lightly on 
hIa'Cliouider, he whispered, " Does ray brother 
gKoea the' eHCa path I-mnt can he amdl it like 
ttotSpMiiard'sdegr 

A good-humoured smile played on Jflie Deia- 
Wire's Up as he reified, *' The trail 4»f the elk ia 
hnfod and easy ; Wair-Eag^e coiM AMow it by 
the moon's light ! My white brother will see ; 
he Is an elk chief; hia squaws are with him.'* 

Aa be spoke he showed several marks whi^ 
Rei^nald cook] searcefy diaUngnisb -on the short 
gmas; a lew yards fofther War-Eagle added, 
painting to a low biiah beside them, *'Jf Netis 
dona not eee the elk's foot, he can sea his teethe'' 
' On 'examining the baah Re^nakt psrcefved 
that a amell fresh twig from the iide of it had 
been i«cently cropped, and sappreaaii^ bis *a- 
ttmahnaiDi at Wa ftaaad*« aagaaiiir. iftfuilowiim 



wMh auch apparent «u#a «rafl:a«ktolria» w«»- 
ackreeiy diaeemible, he alhiVred bin to iwpdcceiL 
withoot Arther mterraplion, cloaelywatohinf 
hia every mevedianty in the hope thali he migl*! 
be able to discover some of the indioathma hy • 
which the Indian waa goided. > Movnig lightly for- 
ward, they aeon had oooaiion again to eross tfa^ 
brook before mentioned ; and on tkie aoft edge/ 
of ita hanks, War-£a|^ pointed in ailcnce to the - 
track of the large beef of the elk, and to tbe > 
smaller print left t^ the foet of ita female com- 
paoiena. Deairing Reginald la reiaaia still, the 
Indian now crept stealthily forward to the top- 
of a sma'l hillock covered with broiAiwooil^ 
where he lay for a fow aeconds with hia ear 
toudring the ground i Having once raised hia 
head to look through a low bash in front of hio\ 
he sank again open the ground, and made a aig- 
nal for hia friend to creep to the spot Regi* 
nald obeyed, and peering cautiously ^roagh tbe 
leaTes of the same bosh, he saw the stately eUr 
browsing at a distance of -a hundred and fifty 
yards, the two hiada being beyond him ; the in- 
tervening ground being barren and almost itat^ 
offering ao cover for a nearer approach, his firat 
impulse waa to ralaehia rifle for a distant shot ; 
but War-Eagle, gently ptesaing down the bar-t 
rel, motioned him to cnMch behind the bush. 
When they were again conoealed, the Delaware 
whispered to his friend, that he woold go round 
and creep on tbe elk from the opposite quarter. 

Regiaakl in reply pointed to the top branchea 
of a young poplar gently waiving in the bieexe. 

** War-Eagle known it,'* aaid the Indian grave- 
ly, ** the wind ia from that qutrter ; it is not 
good ; but he wiH try ; if elk smell him, he 
cornea thia way, and Netia ahoet hfan;" So aay* 
ing, he crept down the little hdlock by the same 
path which they had followed in the ascent, and 
then atrikhig off in an 4>bliqne direction waa 
aeon loet to view. 

Heghiald, still concealed behind the buah^ 
silent and motionless, with his hand on the leek 
of hie rifle, watched intently every movement* 
of the anttered monareh of the woods ; the lat- 
tary nnoonacfoos of danger, laxily pidced the* 
tenderent shoots from the surrounding bushes, 
or tossed hia lolly head to and fro, as if to dia^ 
pfa^ the eaae and grace with which it bore thoae^ 
enormous antlers. More than once, as he turned^ 
to brush off ffom his side some trouUeaome fly^ 
Beginakl thought he had become aaddealy awarr 
of tbe. Indian^ approach ; but it was not so, fov 
In spite of the ^disadvantage of tbe wind, the 
practised Delaware moved towards his unamM 
pecting prey with the stealthy creep of a panther. 
Reginald's impatience vas such that minutea 
seemed to him hours; and his fingers played 
with the lock of his rifle, as if he could no longer 
control their movement; at length a suddea 
snort from one of the hinds announced that she 
smelt or heard some object of alarm as she came . 
trotting to the aide of her lordly protector. 

Turning himself to windward, and throwing 
forward his ears, the elk listened for a moment^ . 
while his' upturned and wide distended nostril ^ 
sraiffed. the breexe, to discover the danger of 
which he had been warned by b» mate. . That 
inoo)i^nt iwashot lost by the Delaware, pud the- 
repeat of ! his. rifle eclhoed through, the foreat.^ 
Tecjtiing his head' with « sudden start the elk 
0ed> Mm ha 'Umr ^diaooveied fae,.and 
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boanilid^ 6v^t tl^^lSraTteit s{»&e6 In'^dnt «r the 
bpsh where Reginald Ajvais concealed. Wfth a 
cholne^a that did great ct€dit to Ms nerttBS as a 
linnter, the latter remairted rndtiDntesa; ^h hia 
eye on the game and his finger on th^ trigger, 
Uptil the elk passed bis station at Speed \ then 
lie fired, and with so trae an aim, that ere it had 
g{)ne fifty yards, the noble beast fell to the earth, 
and immediately Reginald's hunting knifis put an 
end to its pain and to its life. The young man 
looked over the quarry with pridie and pleasure, 
fdr it was the largest he had ever seen ; and the 
^ot (which had pierced the heart) was well cal- 
calated to raise War-Eagle*8 opinion of his skill 
in wood-craft. While he was still contemplating 
tiie animal's bulk and fine proportions, the ex- 
clamation " good I" uttered in English, gave him 
the first notice that the Delaware was at his side. 

" Ha t my friend," said Reginald, grasping his 
hand cordially; ''you sent him down towards 
me in fine style. Tell me, Wsr-£agle, are there 
niany elks as large in this country 1'* 

"Not many,** replied the Indian; "War- 
Eagle told his white brother that the elk's foot 
oiQ the trail was big.'^ 

'•Was my brother very fhr when he shot1" 
inquired Reginald ; ''when his rifle speaks, the 
ball does not wander in the air.'* 

"War-Eagle was far," replied the Indian, 
qthietly, '* but the elk carries the mark of his 
rifle— N^tis shot better;" on examination, it 
appeared that the chief was right. His bullet 
had passed through the fleshy part of the ani- 
mal's neck, but not having cut the wind-pipe, 
lh(d wound was not mortal, and but little blood 
h^d flowed from it. 

While the Indian was busied in skinning and 
chtting up the elk, Reginald amused himself by 
reconnoitring, the ground over which his friend 
had crept beiere he sbo^ and he was struck by 
the extraordinary sagacity with which the lat- 
ter bad made his approach ; for on that side 
th^re Were but f^w and scattered bushes, nor 
was there any ragged or brokea ground favour- 
able for concealment. 

' When the (Choicest portions ofnttali were duly 
separated and enveloped in the skin, War-Ea- 
gje hung them up on -an adjacent tree, care- 
AUy running damp powder over th6 covering, 
to protect the meat from the wolves and carrion 
Urds; after which the friends proceeded on 
their excursion. 

Having found fresh tracks of elk leJEiding to- 
wards the open prairie, they followed them, and 
succeeded in killing two more, after which they 
returned to the encampment, whence War- 
Eagle despatched a young Indian with a horse, 
and with direations as to the locality of the 
meat, which he was instructed to bring home. 

As Reginald walked through the lodges of 
the Osage villags* be observ^ a crowd of In- 
dians collected before one of them, and curiosi- 
ty prompted him to turn aside and observe what 
night be passing. Making his way wtohout dif- 
ficulty through the outer circle of spectators, be 
found himself before a lodge, in front of which 
a wounded boy of twelve or fourteen years of 
^ge, was extended on- a bufTalo-r&be. On in- 
quiry, Reginald learned from an Indian who- 
could speak a few words of English, that the 
lad had been struck down and trampled on by a 



wMeh he endaned ; wtoitorn bulky ladiaa^in fhs 
garb ef an OvageMedMn^mam^waBsdisp^iiBt 
beside him tlie rmwaa absmd'nmaaBBiies «# 
his vocation. . V 

This Mftive qaaeic ww naMiio the -i»tiai.t 
bis breast - inid baek bekig* ptMH over wiili' 
rei^resentittlDM of Sinke» and 'bmrim* iaatoa^ 
of the usual breeob-doHi, or ratddto gannenty 
be wore a land of aprea o^ antelope akiaai 
henimed, or akiitadwith featlwva of varM#; 
colours : the. borders el bia lengtaga were alaa* 
adorned wiKb the- wingtr ef an- owl ; in one hvsd 
he held a teauilMiak,. the baft of whieli waa 
paints white, and in the other aboliew goand^ 
containing a few hard beaBS,orstMie8eltfae wtt# 
cherry, wfaicb iatl«r inatruBBeDt ha Mfttlei 
santiy round the head of bis patient, 
njmg this Mic^kfimt Oiuaic -with the raM 
groieesqae 'gestieutaiiottir and a anrt of BMnmim 
howl — all these being intended to exor(iiaa<«ad 
driv6 away the avfl spirit of paiatr 

White'R^j^naM wascORtemptatiag tboatiang»> 
speetacle with mingled* cariosii^. aad eomps^., 
sion, he heard a oanlhasd asanaor amoegtboaa* 
Inditas-neareat tO'lhe corner of 'the lodges ami 
thought he could distingaiah the name of Otitic 
pa ; nor was he mistaken, for- akaost- immedi- 
ately afterwards the evewd divided, aiidPrairi»» 
bird appeared bBfom A»ledge* Her diaBac^aa>] 
the same as that in which Reginald had befbivf. 
seen her, excepting that, iik piece of the ohaplet- 
of w3d flowers, she ware on her head a tarba» 
of party^'ceteured silk^ the pietttiaaqaeeflbct ef 
which, blending with her dark hairand-tbe eofc 
ental character of herheaMyvreainded oarfaeia 
of those Circassiaa eaehaBtrcasea whoaa ha bad* 
read of la eastern fbMe^ as rahiig satmptor aoif 
tan, with a power inoM> deapatic tbah hM owm* 
Praitie^h-d, walkiaff gentljr fotward wsHa. 
modest 8elf-po6seasion» tooh^har plaefrbgr 'liim< 
side cff the soAnrar, as if naeenaaioaa of the mm*. 
rnerous eyes that were eisernag aU her tatnm* 
meats ;. the Medicine^nma, whose iratrmisBmi 
had beea hUheito attended with m» aooeass, 
retieated into the lodge, wbeoee betimrvosrif 
and silently obaerved sheproeeedioga of hia 4ia 
rival in the beaKngravti 

It was not difficult for Piaina-bird to aoaaid 
tain that the hoy's harta were very sena«a»lbr 
the hot brow, the dry lip, the invohmtary cmir 
torthma of the frame, f«se ciaar evideaea nf ^ 
acute pain and fever. She deeply rsgrelled> 
that the Missionary had been abamit when aha- 
was sammoaed, as bia aasiatanoe woald )am$h 
been most vsefol* aevmrthefteas, sfa» raaoived tar 
do all in her power towards the mittgataea a£ 
suflhrings, the care of which aaemed beyaad^ 
the reach of her simple remedies. Opeaiaff m 
bag that bung at her girdle, she draw froatf it 
some linen bandage, and varioos salves, atod; 
simples, together with a small ease of inatn^ 
ments belonging to Paul Miller, and kaealia^ 
by her yoang patient's side, she breatbad & 
short, but earnest prayer for the blessing a^ 
Heaven on her bumble exertions^ During tfaia 
pause, the Indians obaerved a stncrand atten* 
tive silenee rand Reginald feirakiad of aw» 
mingle itself with bis tmpoasioned adraifatioftt 
as he eontempteted the tmaflTeoted 
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pie dainwd her llrat eere, whioh haviRf watbed 
Md eloMd, she cot ered with a healing plaster, 
but obaerving that the ayroptoms of fever had 
father iooreMed than diniiniahed, she knew that 
the lancet should be immediately applied, and 
east her anzioos eyes around in the hope that 
the misiooaiir might have heard of the aooident, 
aed-be now on his way to the lodge. While 
looking thus arousd, she beeame for the fir»t 
time iware of Reginald's presence, and a slight 
bkwh accompanied her recognition of him ; but 
her thoughts lecurriBg immediately to the ob- 
ject of her present attention, she asked him in 
a dear low voice to oomc nearc^r, on which he 
aof ed forward from the eirde of spectators, 
and stood before the lodge. 

Prairie-bird, pointing to the form of the young 
Indian, said is English, *'71)e poor boy is much 
hurt, he will die if he is oot bled; the Black 
Father is absent ; can Eegtnald take blood from 
the Aim V 

** I do not pretend to much skiU in surgery, 
Prairie»biid," replied the young man, smi- 
ling; '*but I'hsve learned to bleed my horse 
and my dog, and if the necessity be urgent, me* 
thinks I can open a vein in this boy's arm with- 
out mueh risk-of danger." 

'** It ia indeed urgent,** eaid the maiden, ear- 
neetly ; '* here ere Paul MuUer's instruments ; I 
pcay yoQ take a lanoet and proceed without de- 

Thus OTged, Reginald selected a lancet, and 
having proved, its sharpness, he passed a band- 
age tightly round the sufferer's arm, and set 
about bis first swgieal operation with becoming 
. cave- and gravity, the Osages drawing near and 
leaking, en in attentive silenoe,. Before apply- 
ieg the laneet, he said in a low voice to Prairie- 
bird, *' Most I allow a considerable quantity of 
blood to flow *eie I staunch iti" and on her 
making an effiroMtise sign, be added* " Let me 
^entseat yea to turn your eyes awsy, it is not a 
fiMng sight for them, and thsy might afieot the 
Bteedinesn of my nerves." 

With a deep blush Prairie-bird cest down her 
^yee, and began to employ them busily in seareh- 
ieg her little bag for some, cordial, drinks and 
healing ointment, to be administered after the 
Mseding shoukl be ever. 

Reginald acquitted himself, of his task wi^h 
skill and with ^comfdete success, and found no 
"•dUBeolty in staunohmg the blood, and placing a 
psoper bandage on the arm ; after which the 
^eelon^ives |»epared by Prairie- bird were ap- 
plied, and in a very short time they had the 
satisfaction of finding the symptoms of fever 
and pain subside, and were able to leave the 
withful patient to repose. Prairie-bird promis- 
mg le visit him again on the morrow. 

An elderly brave of the Osages now stepped 
forirard, and presented Prairie- bird with a gir- 
dles of cloth, ornamented with feathers, quills, 
eed beads of the gayest colours, an offering 
vHiich she received with that modest grace 
which was inseparable from her every move- 
ment; the. same brave (who was, in fact, the 
father of the wounded boy), presented Reginald 
with a painted buffalo rube, which, as soon p» 
be had displayed its strange designs and devi- 
eee, be desired a young Indian to convey to the 
jrtiite chief's ledgis. . On berehafiflft ie !•- 



turn, given lo the Onn a kal(e with an «nn. 

mentedfsheath, which he had worn, in addition 
to his own, in case of being suddenly called 
upon to make such a present, prepared to ac- 
company Prairie-bird to her lodge. 

As they left the circle, Reginald*s eye en* 
countered that of Mahega, fixed with a scowling 
expression on himself and his fair companion, 
but he passed on witliout noticing the siiilea 
and haughty chief, being, resolved not to in vulva 
himself in any quarrel in her presence. They 
walked sluwiy towards the ludge of Tamenund, 
and it must be confessed that they did not take 
exactly the shortest path to it, Re^^inald leading * 
the way, and Prairie-bird fulluwing his occa- 
sional devialiuns with marvellous acquies- 
cence. 

The young roan turned the conversation oa 
the character of Paul Muiler, knowing il to be 
a subject agreeable to Prairie-bird, and well cal- 
culated to give him an opportunity of listening 
to that voice which was already music to hit 
ear ; nor was ha disappointed, tor she spoke of' 
him with all the warmth of the most affection- 
ate regard ; and the expreasiun of her feelings 
imparted auch eloquence to her tongue and to ' 
her beaming eyes, that Reginald looked and 
listened in enrapti^red silence. As they drew 
near her tent, she suddenly checked herself, and 
looking up in his face with an archness that 
was irresistible, said, *' Pray pardon me, I haye 
been talking all this time, when I ought to have 
been listening to you, who are so much wiser 
than myself." 

** Say not so," replied Reginald, with an earw 
nestness that he attempted pot to conceal; 
" say not so, I only regret that we have already 
reached your tent, for I should never be weaiy ^ 
o{ listening to your voice.'* 

Prairie-bird replied with th^it ingenuous sim- 
plicity peculiar to her : 

*' I am glad to hear yon say so, for I know 
you* speak the truth, and it makes me very hap- 
py to g;ive you pleasure; aow I must go into 
my tent." 

So saying she held out her hand to him, and 
nothing ^t the presence of several Indians loi- 
tering near, prevented bis obeying the impulse 
which prompted bim to press U to his lips;' 
checking it by an effort of prudence, he with- 
drew into the lodge of Tamenundi and mused 
on the qualities of this extraordinary child of 
the wildemesst her beauty, her grace, her dig- 
nity, and above all, that guileless simplicity that, 
distinguished her beyond all that he had ever^ 
seen ; in short, he roused so long on the subject*^ 
that we will leave bim to his meditations, ae 
we fear it must be confessed that he was al- 
most, if not quite, ** in love," and the reflections 
of parties so circumstanced, are rarely interest- 
ing to others. 

What were the feelings of Prairie-bird wheiA 
she once more found herself alone in her tent.^ 
and vainly endeavoured to still the unwonted 
tumult in her heart 1 Her thoughts, in spite of 
herself, would dwell on the companion who had 
escorted her from the Osage lodge; his words' 
still rang in her ears ; his image was before her 
eyes ; die felt ashamed that one, almost a 
stranger, should thus absorb all her faculties, 
and was the more ashamed from being con- 
eQioue that she did not wish it were otberjiviqei 
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tier' hetH tfkld her tliit it wuM not ezobang* 
its present state of tumult and stfhjeetion for it» 
fonner conditloa 6( quiet and peace ! 

Lest the reader should be inclined to judge 
her as harshly as she judged herself, wei will 
\mg him to remembcs* the circurasiances and 
history of this singular giri. Brought up among 
a roving tribe of Indians, she had fortunately 
fhllen into the hands of a family reinarkable for 
the highest tirtues exhibited by that people; 
the missionary, Paul Muller^ had cultivated her 
understanding with the most affectionate and 
jealous care ; and he wjs, with the exception 
of an occasional trader visiting the tribe, almost 
the only man of her own race whom she had 
seen ; and though entertaining towards Tame- 
nund the gratitude which his kindness to her 
deserved, and towards War-Eafele and Winge- 
Bund the affectiMate regard of a sister, both 
the knowledge imparted by the missionary, and 
her own instinctive feeling had taught her to 
consider herself among them as. a separate and 
isolated being. These feelings she had of 
course nourished in secret, but they had not al- 
together escaped the penetration of Wingenund, 
who, it may be remembered, had tdd Reginald 
on their first meeting that the antelope was as 
likely to pair with the elk, as was his sister to 
chcfose a mate among the chiefs of the Osage 
er the Lenape. 

On the return of the two Delawares from 
heir excursion to the Muskingum, Wingenund 
oad related to Prairie*bird the heroic gallantry 
with which the young white chief had plunged 
uito the river' to save War-Eagle's life ; he had 
tinted, with untutofed but impassioned elo- 
<{uence, the courage,* the gentleness, the gener- 
osity, of his new friend. Prairie-bcrd*s own 
imagination had filled up the picture, and the 
unseen preserver of her Indian brother was 
therein associated with all the highest qualities 
^at adorned the heroes of such tales as che had 
read or heard recounted by the missionary. 

She had leaehed that age when the female 
heart, unsupported by material protection, and 
severed from theties of kiadredi naturally seeks 
for something on which to rest its affeetion. 
Are we then to wonder if, when Reginald Bran- 
don; first stood befiire her, when she saw in his 
noble form and expressive features all her se- 
cret imaginations more than realized, when he 
address^ her in her own tongue, and in a tone 
of voice gentle even to tenderness ; are we to 
wonder, or to blame, this nursling of the wil- 
derness* if the barriers of pride and reserve gave 
way beneath the flood which swept over them 
with. fresh and irresistible force 1 Often had 
she, on various pretexts, made Wingenund re- 
peat to her the adventures and occurrences of 
his excursion to the Ohio ; and as the artless hoy 
described, in language as clear as his memory 
was tenacious, the dwelling of Reginald's father, 
the range of buildings, the strange furniture, the 
garden, the winding bi^ook that bounded its en- 
eJbbure, and above all the fair features and win- 
ning gentleness of the Lily of Mooshanne, 
Prairie-bird would oover her averted face with 
her hands, as if struggling to banish or to recal 
some wild delusive dream, and her lips would 
move in unconscious repetition of ** Mooshan- 
ne.** Surprised at her agitation, Wingenund 
bed once so far laid aside the strietaess of In- 



dian leeerreavtointiaim toflQ itoloitttob and 

she replied^twitha melancholy smUe, . • « > • « 

** Wingenund has painted the Lily of M009 
hanne in colours so sofi and sweet* that OUtip^ .' 
longs to embrace and love her as a sister*** '. 

The boy fixed his penetrating eye upon hei 
countenance,* in deep expressive stlenee, bol 
the innate delicacy of his feeling triumphed^ ans 
Prairie-bird*s aeoret meditations were theuee » 
forward undisturbed. 

To neturn from this retvospectite digression 
Prairie-bifd*8 tent- was divided, by« partition 0^ : 
bufilalo skins, into two oompartmests, in the 
outer of whrchr were her guitar, the books iea» . 
her by the missionary^ a^ small table and twc 1 
chairs or rather stools, the latter rudely but ef-. 
ficiently constructed by bis own hands^; in the ' 
corner also stood the chest, where his. medi^ . 
cines, instrumenU, and other few valuables 
were deposited ; in the inner cooi(»rtmeat was 
a bed, composed, of Mexican grass, stretched 
upon four wooden feet, and covered with dressr » 
ed antelope skins and blankets of the< finest 
quality. Here also was a chest ceotaining fa»i 
quaint but not ungraceful apparel, and the other 
requisites fur her simple toilet ; at niglit a fe* « 
male slave, a captive taken from one ef the 
southern tribes, slept in the outer compartment, 
and the ever watchful Wingenund stretched 
himself on a buffalo rebe aeross the apertimi 
so that the slumbers of the fair Praiviebird 
were securely guarded even during the abseneo 
of Paul Mtlller ; and when he was with the 
tribe, his small tent wes separated from hers 
only by a partition of skins, which in ease of 
alarm might be cut open by a sharp knife in a 
moment. There was, in truth, little fear for 
the seearity of this extraordinary girl, who was 
looked upon, as we have heftffo observed, by aU 
the tribe with mingled awe and. aflawtkwi. 

In the outer of the two oomfiaitmeots.ahovo* 
mentioned she was now sitting, with her eyet 
caet upon the gronndt a^her fingers strayinf 
unconsciously over the strings of her guitar, 
when rtie was arodsed frem her long reverie hr 
the wsd voice of the female slave who bad eor 
tered unperoeived, and i^ko now said ia lh» 
Delaware tongue, . 

*< Are 01i^p*8 ears shut, and is the voide of 
Wingenund strange to them!'* 

*• Is- my brother there V> replied the maidoiK 
ashamed at her fit of absence ; " tell him, Lita» 
that he is welcome.*' • 

The girl addressed by the name of Lita ww 
about seventeen years of age, small, and de^ 
cately formed, exceedingly dark, her wiW hud 
changeful countenance being rsther of a gipsf 
than of an Indian character. She had been t^ 
ken, when a child, by a war-party which had 
penetrated into the country of the ComanchM, 
a powerful and warlike tribe still mhabitmgthe 
extens vo prairies on the Mexican and Tox- 
ian friv..M'er. She was (tevotedly attached to 
Prairre-bTd, who treated her more like a friend 
than a slave, but towards all others she obser- 
ved a habitual and somewhat haughty silence ; 
had her fate condemned her to any other lodge 
in the encampment, the poor girrs life would 
have been a continued succession of blows, la- 
bour, and suflfering ; for her spirit was indomi- 
table, and impracticable to every other control 
1 than kindness ; bat as the gpod-luimoared Tk^ 
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^Toorite clitM, tfaQinMod aost of li^r time in 
OMtl^'s lest, audi thut af«ided the ilKoeage to 
"wkieh abe niigliC etlierwiN have been eipoeed: 

fluefi was the girl wko noir went to the fold- 
ing apertare of the teott and deanwi "Wlngen- 
w^'to oeoie in. The youth entered, followed 
hf a bey bearing a large eot«r«d-dtth or basket 
of wiekei»work» which haTing placed on the 
table, he withdrew. Prairie-bird ooald not fail 
to' o beei ' T B in her yomg brotber*e eoontenance 
add earriage an nnosnal atateHneae and dignity, 
and abe reflMrked at the same liMe, the eiFenm- 
atcnee of his having broughl with him the boy 
to earry her basket^ a serviee which he had 
been aeenstomed to perform with his own hands. 
Making him a sign to sit down, she thos acoeet* 
ed him in terms allasive to the enstooia of the 
tribes— 

^ Haa my young bnMher dreamed! has the 
bfeath of the Great ''Spirit passed over his 
sleep 1^ 

M It is so," replied Wingsnund. « The chiefs 
and the braTes have sat at tho oouneil-fire ; the 

Same of Wtngennnd was on their tongues, the 
eedA of hie fathera are not forgotten ; he is not 
to do the work of squaws ; his name will be 
heard among the warriors of the Lenape." 

'From this reply Praine-bird knew that her 
yoong brother was about to undergo tbe fasting 
a«d other superstitious ordeals, through which 
those youths were made to pass who wished to 
be enrolled among the warriors of the tribe at 
an earlier age than usuaV, these superstitious 
oberfnnoes were repugnant to. her good sense 
and enlightened understanding, and as she had 
hlthefto acted in the capaeity of monitress and 
instroeiress, she was perhaps not pleased at the 
prospect of his suddenly breaking loose from 
her gende dominion ; she said to him, tbm«- 
£»ro, in a tone moro grave than usual: 

' "^^Wtifgenund has heard the Black-Father 
apsak ; were his ears shuf! does he not know 
tint tbero is one God aimve, who rules the 
wolrMalonel the«otene,*andtbs symbols, and 
the di^sams cff the medicine-men, are forthoae 
po6t Ittdians whese minds are under a cloud. 
Wingennnd cannot believe these things !*' 

«« My sister speaks wisely," roplied the yoath ; 
** the wind cannot blow away her words ; but 
"Wln^snuRd is of the Lenape, the ancient people ; 
b# wibhes to live and die among thehr braves ; 
he must travel in the path that his fetheis have 
trod; or the warriors wifl not call his nakne when 
the hatehet is dug iqi.** 

'*«LeC not the hatchet be dug up," said the 
manden, anxionsly. ** Have I not told my bro- 
ther that God is the avenger of blood spilt ivy 
Irian ? why should his foot be set on the war- 
p«h1" 

"While the hatchet is below the earth," 
repKed the yimth, in the low, musical accent of 
htft tribe, ** Wingennnd will sit by his sister and 
listen to her wisdom ; he will go out with War- 
Eagle and bring back the skin of the antelope 



* Ereiy wairior beloDgInf to the LenaiM, Sankee, and 
«11 the briuicbet of the great Chlppewyan tribe, believea 
himself to be under the mysterious guaidianship of some 
spirit, usually represented under the form of an animal. 
TMsie called his *' totem,*' and is held snered by hin; 
tbiu, a warrior whose tol^n is a tnrtcdsa, or a wolil^ or 
even a snalte^wiU cautiously abstain fiom iajuriiig (sr 



or tte dM te^litr aweieMbeiftMier ib» deei 
and the bisoa finr herleedi; he will open, hie: 
ears to the eonaeel of tlw Blaofc*Falhei^ and 
will throw a thiek blanbelover thoughta of strife 
and blood. But if the Waahashee** (the Osage) 
^ bears a forked tongue," (here^ tbe youth sank 
bia voice to a whiaper of deep meaning,) ** if he 
looeena the soalp-knife while his hand is on the 
peacan,* if the trail of the Dahcotab is found' 
near our village, Wingennnd must be awako'; 
he is not a child ; the young men will hear hi»: 
voioe, and the old men ahall say '^He is tbe 
son (tf his father." It is enough ; let ray sisle^ 
eat the meat that War*£!agle has sent her ; for 
three suns Wingennnd tastee not food." 

So saying, the lad throw his robe over hie 
shoulder and left the tent. Prairie-bird gaied 
long and thooghtfolly on the ^kA where her 
brother's retreating figoro had<itttppeared ; she 
felt grieved that all tbe lessons epd. iruUia of 
Christianity which she had endeavoured te 
instil into his mind, were unable to change the 
current of his Indian blood; she had hoped to 
see him become a civiloed man and a ooayert,. 
and through his amiaUe oharaeter, and the 
weight of his name, to win over many others.* 
of tbe Jjonape tribe; in addition to this disa|^« 
ponitmeot, she was alarmed at the purport of 
his parting words; he had hinted at aome 
treachery on the part of their Osage allies, and 
that a trail of the Daheotahs had been aeen 
near the encampment. These subjects of anx- 
iety, added to the exeitement which her feel- 
ings had lately, undergone, ao completely en«- 
gfossed the maiden*s attention, that, although 
the eorn*cakes were of the sweetest kind, and 
the venison of the roost delicate flavour, the 
basket of provisions remained untouched on the 
table when Paul MuUer entered the tent. 

His brow was grave and thoughtful, but hie- 
conntenanee relaml into ita usual benevolent 
expression, as hia affectionate pupil sprang for* 
ward to greet and weksome him. 

'^Dear fother, I am so glad yon are oomeJ*^ 
she exclaimed; **I have been waiting for yoiS' 
meet impatiently, and I have been in need ef 
your aid." 

** I heard, my child, as I walked through thai 
village, that yon had been tending the wonnde 
of a boy much hurt by. a hone; was the hurt 
beyond your skilll" 

'* Not exactly," she replied, hesitating. « It- 
was needful that blood should flow from his 
arm, and, as you were not thaHi, I was foroed 
to ask the assistance of Neris ftfant is, of Keg»* 
nald." 

**Well,'* said the missionary, smiling, **1 
hope he proved a skiHbl leech 1^ 

**He would not alkiw me to look on," ahe> 
replied; **but, though it was -his first trial, he 
drew the blood and staundied it as skilfully as 
you could have done it yoriraelf, and then he 
walked with me to the tent.^' 

" And you conversed raubh by the way,*' en 
quired the missionary. 

*' Oh yes ; and he made me tell him a great 

deal about you, and I was ashamed of talking^ 

60 much ; bat then he told me that it gave htm 

)Iea8ure to hear me talk* How can it please 

lim to heartne talk, dear father 1 I know noth 

Dg, and he has seen and road :8o much." 

■ « iiKi , i.p.i—^».i M I I .,1. I la tt-f m i mm, M l.. ■.■■,, , 
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FmI Mmk»vnitU^Mi» tee for a momiit to 
ooaceal from ^9r Ilia smUe wluch ha oool<i 
«earoely repress, as he replied, , 

. MMy etiHd^ he. has f)erhaps seen ^nd read 
moch, but the' life and habits of tihe fn^ians are 
new to him, and of these you can tell him manjr 
things that he does not know.'** 

"Tell me, dear fatheT,'*^he said, afler aahoit 
alienee, **are there others like him in my eoui»- 
try? I mean, not exactly like him, bat more 
•like him than the tradets whom I have seen; 
they are so rough, and they drink fire-water, 
and they never think of God or his mercies ; 
but he is so noble, bis countenance made roe 
afraid at first, but now, when he speaks to me^ 
his voice is as gentle as the fkwn calling to its 
dam !** 

Paul Miiller saw very well how it fared with 
the heart of Prairie-bird ; he remembered that 
Reginald was the son of a wealthy proprietor; 
who would probably have insuperable objections 
to his 8on*s marrying a foundling of the wilder* 
ness, and he hesitated whether he should not 
.^ive her some warning caution on a subject 
which he foresaw woidd so. soon affect her 
peace of mind ; on tlie other hand,.he was con- 
vinced that Reginald was a man of generous 
and decided character, and, while he reaolved 
^carefully to observe the intercourse between 
them, he would not nar the unsuspecting* purity 
^^ her nature, ntir throw any obstacle in the 
vray of an attachment which be believed might 
^ead to the happiness of both parties. 'In com- 
ing to this conclusion, it must not be forgotten 
•hat Inrs was a Moravian missionary,' long' resi- 
dent III the Far-west, and, therefore, not likely 
to trouble his head with the nice distinctions of 
European aristocracy. In the country which 
was now his home, he might be justified in 
deeming a match equal. If the man were honest 
and brave and the bride young and virtuous^ 
vrithont reference to their birth, connexions, oi 
worldly possessions. Under the impression of 
considerations like these, the missionary replied 
to the maiden*s enquiry : 

"My child, I will not say that among the 
cities and settlements of the white men, there 
are many who would gain by comparison with 
Reginald Brandon, for not only has he the ac*^ 
eidental advantages of fine features, and a form 
singularly graceful and athletic, but he seems 
to me to possess the far higher and rarer quali- 
ties of a modest, generous mind, and an honesf 
heart: nevertheless, my chUd, I will pray you 
even in respect to him, not to forget what I 
have told you regarding the general infirmity 
and waywardness of our nature, keep a watch 
on your eyes and on your heart, and Providence 
will rule all for the best: — ^we will speak no 
more on this subject now; let us take some 
f€K>d from the basket on your table.'* Prairie- 
bird spread the simple meal in thoughtful silence, 
and when the missionary had asked a blessing 
on it, they sat down together. After a pause 
of some minutes she communieated to him her 
anxiety on account of the hints dropped by Win- 
genund respecting the suspected treachery of 
some of their Osage allies, and the circumstance 
of a hostile trail having been discovered near 
the encampment. " It is too true,*' replied the 
missionary gravely; "there are signs of ap- 
proaching strife ; and even that boy, whom I 



hwre sQ^^g4a$kiiv«wr«A toiiivg9if|4ind.<i0t< 
aright, his blood is l>«|iatit»i toiMiL I-fiMr it 
is almost ^a hard for an Indian to ohimgiB'hif 
nature as an Ethiopian bis skin. He has told 
you the truth, and we must be prepared for lap- 
proacbing trouble.*' 

After musing for a few moments, Paul M& 
ler. fixing his eye on Prairie-btrd, continued: 
" Do you know any cause of {quarrel between 
&e Osage and Lenape chie& 1'* 

"None,** replied the maiden in unafTaeted 
surprise. " How should I know 1 1 go not near 
their oouneil-fire.'* 

"True,** said the missionary; "but your 
eyes are not often shut in broad day. Have 
you spoken to Mahega of latel have yoaob* 
served liiml'* 

" He has spoken to me more than once, and 
often ,vO|eets me on my return from any ifar 
lodge^flrthe village. I do not like him ; he is 
fierce and bad, and he beats his youx^ squaw, 
Wetopa.** 

" You are right, my child ; avoid him ; thera 
is evil in that man ; but if you meet him, do not 
show any dislike, or suspicion of bim; you 
would only kindle strife ; you are among faith- 
ful and watchful friends, and if they were all to 
slumber and sleep, ^ou have a Friend above, 
whose eye is never closed, and whose fi^hffil- 
ness is everlasting. Farewell, my child. I 
must converse awhile with Tamenund. I)o 
you solace an hour with your guitar ; it will put 
your unquiet thoughts to rest.** 

Prairie-bird was so accustomed to pay implicit 
obedience to the slightest wishes and si {gea- 
tions of her beloved preceptor, that as he left 
the tent she mechanically took up the guitar, 
and passed her fingers through the strings. By 
degrees the soul of music within her was stirred, 
and ere long vented itself in the following hymn 

The words were in the Delaware tonguu-, uii 
composed by herself^ — the melodies (fur more 
than one were introduced into th^ irregular 
chaunt) were sueh as she had caught or min- 
gled from Indian minstrelsy, and the whole 
owed its only attraction to the sweet and varied 
tones of her voice. The first measure waa a 
low recitative which might be thus rendered in 
English : — 

** The sun sinks behind the western hills, 
Deep red are the curtains of ^is couch. ^ 
One by one the stars BLp/pear; 
Many they are and lustrous. 
The pate moon is among them ! 
Tliey walic in their apiwiniod patli. 
Singing on their way, * God made us all I 
JUaekelenda guUk Ktelewunsoacan, 



or 



Hallowed be thy name.*' 

Here the measure changed, and sweeping th« 
strings with a bolder hand, she continued her 
untutored hymn, blending her Christian creed 
with the figures and expressions of the people 
among whom she dwelt. 

**The Great Spirit of the Lenape is God. 
He has sent his word to gladden the heart of man. 
But clouds still darken the minds of the anr>Bnt people 
The Great Spirit knows that they ere l>iind and deal; 
Yet His ear is oiien to hear, 
His httad is ready to guide. 

(ut supri) 
Hallowed be thy name !" 

Agam the measure changed, as ia the d^eat 
tones of her melodious voice she pursued her 
theme. 
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I^Shlnlnp 19 «lMiit Uiy Uuon*. 

Thttodsr is thy voke, m 

And the evil spirit tremblee befbre thee ! 
Tile eagle cannot soar to thy habltatioB ; 
Hie eye cannot look on thy briffhtoaH; 
Yet dost thou give iife to the inaacti , 
And Lraatb to the merry wren ! 
Thu * .eodest the wild horse to the pastor^ 
And tlM» thka^ fawn to u^^, streaoi. 
Hallowed be thy name.'* 

Here the measure resumed its low and plain- 
t' ve melody as she thus coucluded her song. 

* Whn sings the praise of God? 
It Is * PraMe-bird,' the poor child of 0M wUdoiMH. 
Bat God spams not lier prayer ; 
SAie is a stray-leaf, that inows not the trae 
Whence the rude wind hath blown It ; 
Bat God planted the parent stem. 
And not a branch or leaf thereof is hid fVom hli slghL 
TIm young wlUp-poor-will flies to its mother's nasi, 
The calf bleats to the bison-cow : 
No mother's voice says to Olitlpa, *Oone hertl' 
TJm wide prairie is litf home! 
God is a Father to Olitipa ! 

Hallowed be thy name !'* 

In singing the last few words, the tones of 
her voice were "most musical, most melan- 
dioly,'* and though no human eye marked the 
teardrop that stole down her cheek, it wunld 
appear that her song had excited sympathy in 
some human bosoqa, for a deep sigh fell upon 
ker ear; startled at the sound, Prairie-bird 
looked round her tent, but no one could be seen ; 
she listened, but it was not repeated, and the 
V maiden remained unconscious that at the very 
first touch of her guitar Reginald had crept out 
of the adjoining lodge, and, enveloped in a buf- 
falo robe on the grass at the back of her tent, 
had heard from beginning to end her plaintive 
kymn, and had paid the unconscious tribute of 
a heavy sigh to the touching pathos of its closing 
strain. 



CHAPTER XXin. 

Sysptoma of a Rnptars between the Delawarss and Osa- 
gas. — Mahiga comes forward in tb*« Character of a Lortr. 
'■His Courtship reoeiTos an onaxpeeted intermptiun. 

P^UL MuifiiER, having led the lodge of Prairie- 
bird, fulfilled his intention of entering that of 
Tamenand: he found the venerable cbieAain 
seated upon a buffalo robe: his back leaned 
a^inst a bale of cloth, a highly ornamented 
pipe-stem at his lips, while from its other extrem- 
ity, a thin column oi smoke rising in wavy folds, 
found its way oat of the accidental rents and 
crevices in the skins which covered the lodge. 
War-Eagle was listening in an attitude of re- 
spectful attention to the words which fell from 
his father; but the subject of conversation was 
evidently of some importance, as the women and 
the youths were whispering together at a dis- 
tance from the two principal persons. The en- 
trance of the missionary was not unnoticed, for 
Tamenund made him a signal to draw near and 
sit down; several times the pipe was passed 
round in silence, when the old chief, addressing 
his guest in the Delaware tongue, said, *' The 
BLajk Father knows that there are dark clouds 
in the sky !" 

" He does," replied the missionary. A glance 
^ intelligence passed between War-Eagle and 
Tamenund, as the latter proceeded. 

** What says the Black-Father ? Is the storm 
to break, or will the sun shine again V* 

" The Great Spirit only knows," replied the 



missionaiy; ^^ifthesiiti ahflMSyWewr] brUiaBlE. 
fill, if the storm falls, we will wrap round nsiba 
cloak of patience." 

A fierce gleam shot from the young chiera 
eye, knt he spoke not a* word until Tameoond 
addressed him thus: **What says War-Eagle 1 
let him speak." ' 

" The snows of manv winters are on my fa- 
ther's forehead; the Black-Father has learned 
wisdom from the Great Spirit; it is more fiuinff 
for War-Eagle to listen than to speak," replied 
the young man, curbing the angry thoughts that 
glowed in bis brea^L 

"Nay, my son," said the missionary, *<let 
War-Eagle speak, and his saying be afterwards < 
weighed by ibe aged heads." 

War-Eagle then proceeded to explain how 
Wingenund, in returning from the turkey-pen, 
had caught a glimpse of a distant figure, whom 
he knew at a glance to belong to another tribe. 
Hastily concealing himself among the bnshes, 
he waited till the strange Indian passed, and then 
resolving to watch him, crept stealthily on his 
trail. 

Having made his way to a hollow in the 
thickest part of the forest, he sat down on the 
stump of an alder-tree, where he made and twice 
repeated a low signal whistle, which was soon 
answered by another Indfan, who approached in 
an opposite direction, andin whom, to his great 
surprise, Wingenona recognised MahAga. He. 
was not near enough to overhear their conver- 
sation, neither was he aware whether they spoke 
in the Delaware tongue, but after conversing in 
a low tone for some minutes, they %parated, and 
Wingenimd again pot himself oa ^he trail of the 
stranger; the latter frequently stopped in bis 
course, looked round and listened, but the youth 
was too practised and sagacious to be bafiled by 
these precautions, and finally succeeded in track- 
ing the object of his pursuit to an encampment 
containing ten or a dozen armed Indians, whom 
he knew at once to form a war-pariy, but could 
not decide to what tribe they belonged ; be suc- 
ceeded, however, in securing a mocassin which 
one of them had dropped, and returned unper- 
ceived to the Delaware village. 

Such was the outline of the occurrences now 
rapldlv sketched by War-Eaele ; and in conclh- 
ding bis narrative, he held up the mocassin 
above-mentioned, and presented it to the aged 
chief. The latter examined it for a moment in 
silence, and restoring it to the warrior, pro- 
nounced, in a low guttural tone, the word "Dah- 
cotah." 

" Yes," said the War-Eagle, in a deep whis- 
per, indicative of the indignant passion that 
boiled within; "Yes, the Dahcotah is in the 
woods ; he prowls like a prairie-wolf. The 
Great Spirit has made him a dog, and if he sets 
his foot on the bunting-sround oi the Lenape, let 
not his wife complain if she looks along his path 
in vain, and strikes her breast, saying, * The wife 
of the Dahcotah is a widow!' but the Evil Spirit 
has crept into the heart of the Washashee, a 
snake is in the council-chamber of the Lenap4, 
and lies are on the tongue of Mah^ga I Is it 
enough, or must War-Eagle speak more V* 

" The words of my son are hard," replied Ta- 
menund, shaking his head sorrowfully; "the 
Dahcotah are dogs, they are on a deer-bunt; 
their heart is not big enough to make them dig 
up ihe hatchet to fight with the Lenap6. Tamo- 

Innnd cannot believe that the tongue of Mab^ga 
is so iurked, or hi» hear^ so black, for two suna 
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-litte Mt MMd stoeie' lie Kat and ninokcd in this 

'ItoAg^Cf ami spolre or OlUipa, the daughter of the 

^F^irie' He said that her voice was mosic to 

kim, that her form was in his dreams, and he 

«8kiHt Tamennnd to giTe her to him as a wife.'* 

At these words the suppressed rage of the 
Yoiuhfu) warrior had well nigh burst the iron 
bands of Indian self-control ; he ground his teeth 
' audibly together, his dilated Ibrm trembled 
through every nerve and muscle, but observing 
the keen eye of the missionary fixed upon his 
countenance, he subdued in a moment the rising 
tempest, and asked in a voice, the forced calm- 
ness of which was fearful, *'What said my 
lather V* 

Tamennnd replied that the maiden was mat 
medicine in tbeiribe, that she was a gift oi the 
Great Spih't, and that her dwelling could never 
be in the lodge of an Osage chief. ** He went 
away without speaking," added the old man se- 
riously ; ** but his eye spoke bad words enough 1" 

'* My father said well," exclaimed the impetu- 
ous young man ; '* let Mah^ea seek a wife 
'among his dog-brothers the Dahcotahsl War- 
Eagle will smoke no more in his lodge." 

After a brief pause, Tamennnd continued, 

<* My son has told half his thoughts, let him 
apeak on." 

•* Nay," returned the young warrior, " let my 
lather consult the medicine, and the counsellors 
who have seen many winters: War-Eagle will 
whisper to his braves, and when the ancient 
men in council have spoken, he will be ready." 

With this ambiguous answer, he folded his 
bttftalo robe over his shoulder and left the lodge. 

The missionary saw that mischief was brew- 
ing, yet knew not how to prevent it. He had 
gained extraordinary influence among the Dela- 
wares bv never interfering in their councils, 
vnle^ when he felt assured that the result would 
jttaOjfy the adviee which he offered, but on the 
present occasion it was evident that his Indian 
friends had sufficient grounds for suspecting 
their Osage allies of treachery; he resolved, 
therefore, to wait and observe, before making 
those attempts at reconciliation which became 
bis character and his mission. Influenced by 
this determination, he spoke a few words to the 
aged chief on indifferent matters, and shortly 
afterwards retired to his own lodge. 

During the preceding conversation Baptiste 
bad been sealed' at a little distance, his whole at- 
tention apparently engaged in mending a rent in 
bis mocassins, but scarcely a word had escaped 
bis watchful ear, and while he heard with secret 
delight that there was every chance of a fight 
with the Sioux, towards whom be cherished, as 
we have before observed, an unextinguished ha- 
tred, he could not view, without much uneasi- 
ness, the dangerous position in which Reginald's 
£arty might be placed by a rupture between the 
^ela wares and Osages, in a wild region where 
either party might soon obtain the ready aid of 
the Pawnees, or some other warlike and maraud- 
ing tribe; he resolved, however, for the present 
to content himself with putting his young leader 
en his guard, reserving a fuller explanation until 
be should have been able to ascertain the inten- 
tions of his Delaware friends: in this last en- 
deavour he did nut anticipate much difficulty, for 
the experienced woodsman had proved his stead- 
iness to them in many a fray, and his courage 
and skill were no less proverbial among them 
than was hi^ mortal enmity to the Dahcotahs. • 

Kathing occnrred daring the cnsi|Jng nj^ht to 



diatarb the ^alet af the caca a ip i a e nt , If that may 
be denominated quiet which waa constaniiy in- 
terrupted by the chattering of wakeful squawa, 
the barking of dogs, the occasional chaont of a 
warrior, and the distant howling of hungry 
wolves ; our hero's dreams were, like his waking 
thoughts, full only of Prairie-bird ; and when he 
rose at daybreak he expressed no wish to roam 
or hunt, but lingered within view of that small 
circular lodge, which contained the treasure 
that he valued most on ealth. To the cautious 
warning of Baptiste he answered, smiling, " You 
confess yourself that yon only suspect ; you 
know our friends and their language, theL" 
wiles, and their stratagems. I trust the safety oi 
my party to your sagacity; if your suspiciont 
are turned to certainty, tell me, and I am isadi 
to act." 

As the young man left the lodge without eve» 
taking his cutlass or his rifle, Baptiste looki*^ 
after him, shrugged his shoulders, adding in a& 
under tone, just loud enouah to be heard b) 
Monsieur Ferrot. who sat at nis side, 

" * Suspicion.' * certainty,' * sagacity'— wh| 
surely he is mad ! he talks as if plots and plam 
were measured out by rule among the Red-skin^ 
as they may be 'mon^ lords and princes in En 
rope I this comes of his towering, as they call it, 
amongst the Dutch and other outlandish tribes 
Surely he's lived enough in the territory to know 
that with these Ingians, and special near a Sioux 
trail, the first suspicion a man is like to get is 
an arrow in his ribs or a tomahawk in his brain 
Capote-bleu, Maltre Perrot, what do you think 
of your master, is he mad 1" 

" Very much mad," said the good-humoured~ 
valet, grinning, while he continued assiduously 
to pound some coflbe-beans which he was pre- 
paring for breakfast ; " very much mad. Mon- 
sieur Baptiste; he very mad to leave Paris to 
go to his fox-huntin' onde in England ; he more 
mad to leave dat for the back-woods by de Mua- 
kingnm ; but he dam mad to leave Mooshanne 
to come here where dere is nothing but naked 
savages and naked prairies." 

'< Ah I Mattre Perrot," replied the guide, *' m v 
father was a Canada Frencnman, and although 
he was, mayhap, never further east than Mon- 
treal, he was as fond of talking of Paris as a 
bear is af climbing a bee-tree 1"* 

*' He very right. Monsieur Ba'tiste ; de world 
without Paris is no more dan a woman widout 
a tongue ; but as you know our language, I will 
speak it to vou, for pronouncing English is no 
better dan breaking stones wid your teeth I' 
And the merry valet focthwith^ inflicted upon 
his graver companion a Parisian tirade, that 
very soon went beyond the latter's stock of Can a 
dian Frenbh. 

The morning dawned with unusual splendour, 
the sun gradually rose over the wooded hills that 
bounded the eastern horizon, and the light breeze 
shook the dewdrops from the flowers, as Prairie- 
1>ird, fresh and lovely as the scene around her. 
tripped lightly over the grass to the sequestered 
spot which we have before mentioned as being 
her favourite resort; there, seated at the root oi 



* Am mllniioa to th* fondiwn of besn for hono^ oocvn 
moro than once in this tale, and will be net with m aoDift 
shape or other in meet worits which treat of that animart 
h«bit8 and nmpensities ^ that aneh is the case in BHrupe a* 
well as in North America, may be gathered from Uie fact 
that in the Russian toncve, & Bear is called, ** Med'vede,* 
which word is thus fumied : iMii* hoMTi vtdi^ Who kasiws < 
" He who kaowB biwf.* 
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ch9 opcaoed the volume which was her constant 
wmpanioo, and pound forth the gratefai (eeU 
•ings of her heart, in the woids of the inspired 
Prophet*Kiiig; at her feet flowed the brawling 
stream which fed the vallry below the encamp- 
ment;, the merrv birds sang their matins among 
the leafy branches above her head, and around 
her sprang sweet-scented flowers and blossoms 
^ a thousand varied hues. There are some 
spots, and some brief seasons on earth, so redo- 
lent of freshness, beauty, and repose, as almost 
4o revive the Paradise lost by our first parents, 
but soon, too soon, the effects of primeval sin 
<and its pimishment are felt, and the atmosphere 
^f heavenly peace is tainted by the miasma of 
hnman passion 1 

Praine-bird had enjoyed for some time her 
atudy and her meditations undisturbed, when 
Jier attention was caught by the sound of ap- 
|iroaching footsteps ; the conacioas blood rushed 
to her ebeek as she expected to see the same 
visitor who bad so suddenly presented himself 
•on the i^eceding day, when to her surprise and 
4mnoyaooe, the gigantic figure of Mah^ stood 
before her on ihe opposite side of the streamlet 
by which she was seated; although simple, un- 
suspecting, and fearless by nature, there was 
aomethingin the countenance and bearing of this 
formidable chief that had always inspired her 
with mingled dislike and awe; remembering on 
the pmsent occasion the hint lately given to her by 
the Missionary, she returned the haughty greet- 
ing of the Indian by a gentle inclination of her 
head, and then summoned composure enough 
'<to continue her reading, as if desirous to avoid 
sonversatton ; such, however, was not Mah^a's 
intention, who softening, as £Eir .as he was able, 
the rough tones of his voice, addressed to her, 
in the Delaware tongue, a string of the finest 
Indian compliments on her beauty and attrac- 
tions. To these the maiden coldly replied, by 
telling him that she thanked him for his good 
words, but that as she was studying the com- 
mands of the Great Spirit, she wishra not to be 
<listurbed. 

Mahega, nothing checked by this reply, con* 
tinued to ply her with protestations and prom- 
ises, and concluded by telling her that she tmtsi 
be his wife; that be was a warrior, and would 
ill her wigwam with spoils and trophies. As 
he proceeded, bis countenance became .more 
excited, and the tones of his voice had already 
more of threat than of entreaty. Prairie*bird 
replied with forced calmness, that she knew he 
was a great warrior, but that she could not be 
his wife ; their paths were ^iflerent ; his led to 
war, and spoils, and pbwer in ruliog his tribe ; 
hers to tending the sick and faUiUing the com- 
mands oflheGreatSpiritgiven intthe '< Medicine 
(Book." Irritated by the una thoogh gentle tooe 
of her reply, the violent passion of the chief 
brokfe out in a torrent of harsh and menacing 
words; he called her a foundling and a slave; 
adding, that in spite of the Delaware squaws 
and their white allies, she should sleep in his 
lodge, although the honour was greater than she 
deserved. 

Fired with indignation at this brutal menace, 
the spirited girl rose fnwn her seat, and Idoking 
him fall in the face, replied; "Prairic-bird is a 
foundling; if Mahega knows his parents, he dis- 
graces their name; she would rather be the 
alave of Tamenund than the wif? of Mahega." 

A demoniac grin stole a?er ttte features of the 



a«v«ge, aa he raplM; '^^Ete wtudi oC'UMt^ 
are bitter. Mahega langbs at her aqgej( ; ahe p 
alone and unprotected \ will she ;walk tn iiis 
lodge, or must the warnor carry her V* 

oa saying, he advanced to 'he very edge of te 
narrow stream ! The maiden, alihongh smarm- 
ed, retained sufficient presence of mind to know 
that to save herself by flight was imposaible, 
but the courage of insulted viitue supported her, 
and she answered him in a tone that breathed 
more of indignation than of fear. 

''Olitipa is not alone— is not unprotected. 1 
The Great Spirit is her protector, beiore whom 
the stature or Mahega is as a blade of gra^ 
and his strength like that of an infant. See,'* 
she continued, drawing from her girdle a small 
sharp- pointed di^er, "Olittpa is not unpro- 
tected ; if Mahega moves a ifoot to cross that 
stream this knife> shall reach her heart; and the 

Sreat Mahega will go to the hunting fields of the 
ead, a coward, and a woman-slayer." 

As she spoke these words she lield the dagger 
pointed to her bosom now heaving with high 
emotion; her form seemed to dilate, and her 
dark eye kindled with a prouder lustre. The 
glow on her eheek, and the loAy dignity of her 
attitude, only heightened her beauty in the ^es 
of the savage, and confirmed him in carrying 
out his feU purpose, to ensure the success of 
which he saw that stratagem, not force, must lie 
employed ; assuming, therefore, a sarcastic to^e 
of voice, he replied, 

" Olitipa trusts to the edge of her knifis ; Ma- 
h^a laughs at her." Then he continued in a 
louder key, as if addressing an Indian behind 
her, " Let W&nemi §ei?e her arm and hold it." 

As the surprised maiden turned her head in 
the direction where she expected to see the In- 
dian to whom Mahega wfis peaking, that craCly 
chief cleared the brook at a bound, aad seizis^ 
her waist, while a smile of triumph lit .up his 
features, said, " The pretty one is Mab^a s 
prisoner; there is no one iere but himself; la 
cunning tale tickled the ears of Olitipa." i 

The napless girl saw bow she had been out- 
witted by the savage. She struggled in vain to 
free herself from ms grasp^ and a laint seream 
of despair broke from her lips. 

The spring of a famishecf tiger on a heiter 4s 
not more fierce^ impetuous than was the bound 
with which Reginala Brandon rushed Xrom the 
adjacent thicket upon Mahega,— reckless of his 
opponent's huge oulk and strength, foi^etful 
that he was himself 'unarmed. The cry of 
Prairie-bird had Strang with tenfold power ev- 
ery sinew in hiss athletic frame; seizing with 
both hands the throat Af Mahega, he grasped it 
with such deadly forcothat the Indian was com- 
pelled to release his hfld of the maiden j-^-but he 
still retained her knife, and in the struggle plun- 
ged it into the arm and shoulder of Reginald, 
who relaxed not, however, his iron grasp, but 
still bore his opponent backward, until the foot 
of the latter tripped over a projecting root, ,and 
he fell with tremendous ibrce upon, iiis head, 
the blood gushing in torrents from his nose and 
mouth. Reginald, who had been dragged down 
in his fall, seized the dagger, and, as he raised 
it above his head, felt a light touch upon his 
arm, and turning round saw Prairie-bird kneel- 
ing at bis side, her face pale as monumenta 
marble, and the sacred volume still clasped in 
her hand,. 

"Kill htm not, Reginald," she said, in a low, 
impressive voice.; "Yenggance is ]&ixie« aaiti 
thciotdl«> 
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trroatttles^, and fltislied witli- ^ htte ie^tgiHafd^he)adtfaewdH$;he'tnar1e6a^!i«ftearf,ai!^ 
Utmg^le, the young man relied, ** I will spare n© longer able to suppress^ the feelings witH 



<he villain, dear Prairie-bird, at yonr bidding; he 
«8 stunned and senseless now, but he will sooii 
Recover, and his fury and thirst for revenge will 
fiaowno bounds; he Shall know, however, that 
*i have spared him." So saying he cut off the 
d3red and ornamented scalp lock from the top of 
|(Aah6ga's head, and laying it beside the prostrate 
chieftain, arose, and retired with Prairie-bird 
ftom the spot. 

'They walked together some distance in silence, 
for her heart was overcharged with contending 
emotions, and as they went she unconsciously 
clung to nis arm far support; at length she stop- 
ped, and looking up in ms face, her eyes glisten- 
ing with tears, she said, 

" How am 1 ever to thank you 1 my first debt 
©f gratitude is due to Heaven; but you have 
been its brave, its blessed instrument of my de- 
liverance fVom worse than death !" and a shudder 
passed over her frame as the rude grasp of Ma.- 
h^a recurred to her remembrance. 

" Dear Prairite-bird," he replied; "as a man I 
would have done as much lor the poorest and 
most indifferent of your sex—how then am I re- 
paid a thousand, thousand fbld by having been 
allowed to serve a being so precious!" The 
deep mellow tone in which he spoke these words, 
ana the look by which they were abcompanied, 
brought the truant colour again to the cheek of 
his companion, and as she cast her full dark eyes 
downward, they rested on the arm that support- 
^ her, ana she saw that his sleeve was stained 
and dropping with blood ! 

"Oh! yott are wounded, badly hurt, 1 fear. 
Tdl me, tell me, Reginald," she continued, with 
an intensity of anxiety that her expressive coun- 
jenan» betrayed "are you badly hurtl*? 
^"Indeed, dear Prairie-binJ, I cannot tell you; 
I felt the Indian strike me twice with the dagger 
before he fell; I do not think the wounds are se- 
rious, for you see I can walk and assist your 
steps too." 

While he thus spoke he was, however, grow- 
ing faint firomi loss of blood, ana the wound m his 
shoulder, having become cold and stiff, gave him 
exquisite pain. Prairie-bird was Aot deceived 
by the cheerfulness of his manner; she saw the 
paleness that was gradually stealing over his 
eountenance, and with ready presence of mind, 
insisted on hi^ sitting down on the trunk of a 
fallen tree beside their path. The sufffering con- 
dition of Reginald redoubled instead of paraly- 
zing her energies; she filled his cap with fresh 
water from the brook, urged him to taste a few 
drops, and sprinkled more over his face and 
temples; then ripping up the sleeve of his hunt- 
ing shirt, she found the blood still welling from 
two severe wounds between the elbow and 
shotilder in the left arm; these she bathed and 
carefully closed, applying to them a healing 
galv*e which she drew from the small bag that 
she wore at her girdle, after which she bandaged 
the arm firmly with her kerchief, then, kneeling 
beside him, strove to read in his face t&e suc- 
cess of her simple surgery. 

In the Course of a fbw minutes the dizzy sen- 
sation of fainmess, that had been produced hy 
loss of blood, passed away, and tne deliighted 
Prairie-bird, seeing on his countenance the 
beaming smile of returning consciousness and 
strength, murmured to herself, " Oh ! God, I 
thank thee I" then hiding her face in her hands, 
wept with fliiingled «Diiotion and gratitude. R«i* 
P 



which his heart overflowed, he drew her gently 
towards him with his yet unwounded arm, and 
whispered in her ear the outpourings of a first,' 
fond, passionate lore I 

No reply came from her lips, her tears (tears of 
intense emotion) flowed yet faster; but a sensi- 
ble pressure on the part of the little hand which 
he clasped within his own, gave him the blest 
assurance that his love was returned; and again 
and again did he repeat those sacred and impas* 
sioned vows ^ which the hopes, the fears the 
fortunes, the anections, the very existence of two 
immortal beings, are inseparably blended togeth- 
er. Her unresisting hand remained clasped in 
his, and her head leaned upon his shoulder, that 
she might conceal the blushes that suffused het 
countenance ; still he would not be satisfied with- 
out a verbal answer to his thrice tiiged prayer 
that he might call her his own ; and when at 
length she raised her beaming eyes to his, and 
audibly whispered " For ever," he sealed upon 
those sweet lips the contract of unchanged affec- 
tion. 

Bright, transitory moments of bliss! lightning^ 
flashes that illumine the dark and stormy path 
of life, though momentary in your duration how 
mighty in your power, how lasting in your e^ 
fects ! Sometimes imparting a rapturous glow 
and kindling an unceasing heat that death itself 
cannot extinguish, and sometimes under a star 
of evil destiny searing and withering the heart 
rendered desolate by your scorching flame I 

It is not necessary to inform the gentle reader 
how long the tHe-h-tHe on the fallen tree oontin« 
ued ; suffice it to say that Prairie-bird forgut het 
fiight, and Reginald his wounds ; and when they 
returned to the village, each sought to enjoy m 
solitude those delicious reveries which deserve 
certainly the second place in love's catalogue of 
happiness. 



CHAPTER XXni. 

E&«lfltoa TOPftpft^s to hlHf Moosbaaie.— Mohtat vpptnM 
, M an Orator, m which Choraeter he saoceeds better tlM« 
in that of a Lover.— A Storm succeeded by a Calm. 

; Wbilb the events described in the last diap- 
ter^ were in progress, the hours sped smoothly 
onward at Mooshanne. Lucy and Ethelston 
thought themselves justlv entitled- to a liberal 
compensation f(^ the trials of their long separa- 
tion, and as tl^ spring advanced, morning and 
evening generally found them strolling together, 
in the enjoyment of its opening beauties. Some- 
times Aunt Mary encountered them during the 
busy round of her visits to the poultry, the pig. 
gery, or to the cottage of some neighbour, whith- 
er sorrow or sickness called her. The mate fre- 
quently oame over from Marietta to see his cap- 
tain, and to inquire Whether there was no early 
prospect of another voyage, for he already began 
to find that Time travelled slowly ashore ; anc 
although he consoled himself, now and ther 
with a pipe and social glass in David Muii'^e^ 
back parlour, he longed to be afloat again, auci 
told the wonny merchant, that he would rather 
have made the fresh- water trip in the canoe, 
than be laid up in dock, while he felt his old hull 
still stout and seaworthy. His son Heoiy con- 
tinued to advance in the good graces of Jessie 
Muir, bat ittlbrtQnaidy for the yomh his latter 
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kad discovered bii attachment, and lost no op- 
portunitj of bantering Mm in the presence of 
the yoao^ lady, accompanying his jokes with 
sundry grms, and severe pokes in the ribs, which 
caused sometimes a disagreeable alternation of 
vexation and confusion ; nevertheless David 
Muir remained habitaally blind lo the state of 
his daughter's affections, and Dame Christie 
was a great deal too much occupied with ibe 
cares of domestic government (including the oc- 
casional lectures and reproofs administered to 
David), to admit of her troubling her head with, 
what she would have termed, their childish fan- 



cies. 

Such was the general state of affairs on the 
banks of the Muskineum, when Colonel Bran- 
don received letters irom St. Louis, iolbrming 
him that, since the departure of his son, various 
disputes had arisen between the agents of the 
dinerent companies, and that unless a speedy 
and amicable arrangement could be effected, a 
heavy loss must necessarily fall upon ibe iur 
proprietors and others interested in the specula- 
iion. By the same post, a letter, bearing a for- 
eign postmark, was placed in the hands of £th- 
elston. during the perusal of which, an expression 
of sadness spread itself over his countenance, 
and he fell abstractedly into a reverie, the sub- 
ject of which was evicfently of a painful nature. 
Such indications were not likely to escape the 
anxious and observant eye of love, and Lucy, 
laying her hand lishtly on his arm, said, in a 
tone half joking, half serious, " Am I not entitled 
to know all your secrets now, Edward T' 

"I think not," he replied in the same tone, 
<*and 1 am rather disposed to refuse gratifying 
your curiosity, until you consent to acquiring 
fiucb a title as shall be indisputable." Lucy 
coloured, but as she still held out her hand and 
threatened him with her displeasure if he contin- 
ued disobedient, he gave her the letter, saying, 
" I suppose I must submit; the contents are sad, 
but thcFC is no reason why I should withhold 
them from yourself, or Irom your father." With 
these words he left the room ; a Aer a short pause, 
Lucy, at the Colonel's request, read him the let- 
ter, which proved to be from young Lieutenant 
L'Estrange, and which, being trandated, ran as 
follows: — 

" Mr HONOURED FRIEND, 

" I need not tell you of the grief that I expe- 
rienced on revisiting my changed and desolate 
home. My father has told me all that passed 
during your stajr in the island. He looks upon 
those days not in anger, but in sorrow ; he is 
sensible that for a time he did you injustice, and 
&ars that, in the first bitterness of his grief, he 
may have omitted to make you full reparation. 
These feelings he entreats me to convey to you, 
and desires me to add, that, from the first day of 
your arrival to that of your final departure, your 
conduct was like yourself— noble, upright, and 
generous. The misfortune that we still bewail, 
we bow to, as being the infliction of a Providence 
whose ways are inscrutable. Accept the renewed 
assurance of the highest regard and esteem of 
your friend, 

"EUOBNE L'ESTRANQE." 

As Lucy read this letter, her eyes filled with 
tears, though, perhaps, she could scarcely have 
explained whether she wept over the atfiictions 
that had befallen the L'Estrange family, or the 
generous testimony whicn it bore to her lover's 
conduct. The Colonel| too/ was much affected| 



and gladly acqniesced in his danghtei's ptof^ 

sal, that they should, for the future, abstain iroia 
renewing a subject which must cause suck 
painful recollections to Ethelsion. 

Ere many hours had elapsed, the latter was 
summoned to attend the Colonel, who informed 
him that the intelligence lately received from Sc, 
Louis was of a nature so important to his affairs, 
that it reouired immediate attention. " There 
is no one, he continued, "to whom I can well 
entrust this investigation except yourself for 
none has deserved or received so much of my 
confidence." There was an unusual embarrass* 
ment and hesitation observable in Ethelston's 
countenance on hearing these words, which did 
not escape his guardian's quick eye, and the lat- 
ter added, " 1 see, my dear fellow, that you are 
not disposed to leave Mooshanne again so soon ; 
you are thinking about certain promises aud a 
certain young lady — is it not so, Edward 1" 

*' It is so, indeed, my best and kindest ol 
friends," said Ethelston. "Can vou think or 
wish that it should be otherwise V^ 

" Nay," said Colonel Brandon, smiling, " I 
will not deny that you are entitled to entertain 
such thoughts, but believe me, when I assure 
you seriously that this expedition is essential to 
your own interests and to mine. A great por- 
tion of the property left to you under my care by 
your father is invested in these fur companies \. 
and ere you enter on the responsibilities of a 
married life, it is necessary tnat you put your 
affairs in such a posture, as to ensure some fu- 
ture provision for the lady of whom you are 
tbinkmg. These arrangements will not detain 
you at St. Xjouis for more than six weeks or two 
months; by that time R^inald will have re* 
turned from his Indian excursion ; you will come 
home together, and I will then listen patiently to 
whatever you may think fit to say regarding the 
young lady in qoesUon. Shall it be so, Ed- 
wardl" 

" How can I be grateful enough !" replied Eth- 
elston, taking the Colonel's hand. **Give me 
only leave to explain to Lucy the cause and 
probable duration of my absence, then I am 
ready to receive your instructions and to set 
about it immediately." 

We will not inquire too minutely how Lucy 
received this explanation from her lover's lip,. 
,nor what xjieans he took to reconcile her to the 
proposed arrangement; it is sufilcient to stale, 
that she finally aci^uiesced with her habitual gen- 
tleness, and that, in a few days aAer the above 
conversation, Ethelston had completed his prep^ 
arations for nis journey to St. Louis. 

We will again take leave of him and of Moo* 
shanne for a season, and mum to Mah6ga, whom - 
we lefl bleeding and senseless, at no great dis- 
tance from the Osage and Delaware encamp-- 
ment. Indeed, we should, ere this, have accused 
ourselves of inhumanity towards that chief, for 
leaving him so long in such sorry plight, had be 
not merited severe punishment for his rough and 
brutal behaviour to " Prairie-bird." 

When Mah6ga recovered his senses, he war 
still so much confused from the stunning effectf 
of the severe blow that he had reccuved on the 
head, as well as from loss of blood, that he could < 
not recall to mind the events immediately pre- 
ceding his iiwoon; nor did they present them* 
selves distinctly to his memory, until his eye 
rested upon his stained scalp lock, and beside it 
the knit^ that Reginald Brandon bad driven 
firmly into the turf. Th^ he rememberod 
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dearlf enough the sliuggle^ his fall^ and At 
maiden's escape ; and tne rage engendered by 
this remembrance was rendered yet more vio- 
lent, when he reflected on the insult that his scalp 
had sustained from an enemy who had scorned 
tc take his life. 

Fierce as were the passions that boiled within 
the breast of the Osage, his self-command waa 
such that he was able to control all outward 
demonstration of them ; and rising slowly, he 
first effaced in the stream all the sanguinaiy 
marks of the late contest, and then took his way 
towards the camp, revolving in his mind various 
jirojects for securing the two principal objects 
Ihat he was determined to accomplish— the pos- 
session of Prairie^bird and the death of Reginald 
Brandon 1 

Although a wild, uninstrueted savage. Ma- 
h^a was gifted with talents of no common or- 
€ter. Bold and inflexible in carrying out his 
purposes, be had cunning sufii'cient to make un- 
important concessions to the opinions of other 
'shiefs and braves in council. Unlike the great 
majority of his tribe and race, he was well aware 
of the power and strength resulting from union, 
and although all his ambition ultimately cen- 
tred in himself, he had the art of persuading 
his countrymen that he sought only their inter- 
ests and welfare; thus, while many hated and 
more feared Mah^ga, he was the most influen- 
4ial chief in the tribe, on account of his daring 
courage, bis success in war, and the reckless 
liberality with which he distributed among others 
his share of booty or of spoil. When the Dela- 
ware band had migrated to the banks of the 
Osage river, Mah^ga's first impulse had been to 
attack and destrov them; but finding that the 
tew comers were better supplied with arms and 
ammunition, the issue of a conflict seemed donbt- 
iul. Moreover, as they were visited by many 
*j*aders, he calculated that, by keeping on friendly 
jsrms with them, he should acquire for his tribe 
and for himself many advantages greater than 
thev had before enjpyed. 

Acting upon these motives he had not only en- 
couraged peace with the Delawares, but had ef- 
fected through his own influence the league that 
had for some time united the two bands in one 
«Dcampment; nor had he been mistaken in his 
expectations, for since their union with the band 
of Delawares, the Osages had been enabled to 
beat ofi* the Pawnees and other rovin'g tribes, from 
whose inr6ads upon their hunting grouna they 
had before been exposed to frequent and severe 
disasters ; the objects of which he had contempla- 
ted, had thus been for the most part aceomnlisned. 
The tribe was plentifully supplied witn arms 
and ammunition by the traders; his own influ- 
ence among them was higher than ever; but 
he could not brook a rival to his fame as a war- 
rior in War-Eagle, nor bear to be checked and 
thwarted in his ambitious schemes, by the mild 
authority of Tamenund. 

The mind of Mah^a being thus prepared for 
seizing the earliest opportunity of coming to a 
rupture with the Delawares, it may well be ima- 
gined how his most violent and rancorous pas- 
sions were excited by the scornful rejection of 
his suit oB the part of Prairie^bird, and the dis- 
grace he had incurred in his rencounter with her 
white protector. He resolved no longer to delay 
the meditated blow; he had already made a se* 
cre^. league with the warlike and powerful Dah- 
co'4)bs; and the occasion seemed, most lavoura* 
Ide for wreaking his vengvaiiee o& the idatives 



of Pndri»-hird|^ and the irhite QMH now reiidfial 
in the Delaware camp. 

Having once formed his determiaation, he set 
about carrying it into efiect with the sagaet^ 
and profound dissimulation which had aueady 
obtained for him such an ascendancy in the 
Osage council. No sooner had he reached hi9 
lodge, than he dressed himself in his Medicine 
robe,* adorned his face with corresponding 
streaks of paint, and concealing the loss of hi$ 
scalplock'by a Spanish kerchief which he fold- 
ed round his head, somewhat aAer the fashion of 
a turban, he sallied forth to visit the chiefs and 
braves, on whose co-operation he felt that sua* 
cess must mainly depend. 

Some of these were already prepared to adopt 
his views, by their previous participation in thtt 
league with the Dahcotahs; others he bent and 
moulded to his purpose by arguments, and in- 
ducements suited to their character or circum- 
stances; and ere he relumed to his lodge, he. fell 
confident that his proposed plans woum be sup* 
ported by the most influential warriors in the 
tribe, and that he should easily bear down tho 
opposition of the more cautious and scrupulous^ 
who might.be disposed to keep faith with theis 
Delaware allies. 

In the meanwhile War^Eagle was not idle^ 
he visited the principal braves and warriors or 
his tribe, and found them unanimous in their res- 
olution to break olfali communication with the 
Osages, as soon as the latter should commit any 
overt act that should justify them in dissolving^ 
the league into which they had entered. H» 
also resolved to watch closely the movements ot 
Mah^a, of whose malice and influence he was 
fully aware ; with this view he selected an intel* 
ligent Delaware bov, who knew the Osage Ian* ; 
gnage, and desired him to hover about the tent of j 
the chief, and to bring a report of all that ho ' 
should see or hear. 

Towards the close of day, Mah^ sent run- 
ners about hia village, after the uanal Indian 
fashion, to summon the wardors and braves, 
most of whom were already prepared for the 
harangue which he was about to address to them 9 
as soon as a sufiicient number were collected,^ 
the wily chief came foith from hia lodge, in the 
dress before described, and began by thankinf 
them for so readily obeying his call. 

<*Whv did Mah^ call together the war* 
riors 1" he continued ; " was it to tell them that a 
broad bisoiW'trail is near the camp 1 The Med- 
icine-men have not y^t smoked the hunting pipe 
to the Wahcondah.— Was it to tell them or the 
scalps taken by their fathers 1 The young mes 
have not been called to the war-dance, their ears 
have not heard the Drum.t— Was it to tickle 
their ears with words like dried grass 1 Mah6- 
ga's tongue is not spread with honey; he has 
called the Washashe to open their ears and eves> 
to tell them that snakes nave crept under their 



* The BniTalo robes worn by the Omgea, as well as bfr* 
some other Missoari tribes, are vanoaaiy omamsBtcd and 
painted with devices. Some of these refer to war, some to 
marriagre, some to medieiue or mystery } these last aregan* 
erally worn at councils, on which occasions a chief who haa 
some important subject to propose, frequently adds to tho* 
point on his face, some streaks corresponding to the devioea 
on his Buflhlo robe. 

t In the per&mianoe of the war^ance among the Indiana 
of the Missonn, the tread of the dancers is guided by a mo 
notoBoas chaunt, sang by n>me of the Medicine-men, and 
aootmipanied by the beat of a' small dram of the tadeet con- 
stnictimi, and must barren dismal tone. It is 4^ejally 
nothing more than a dried skin, stietched vpon a «oodtB« 
Aama haUuwadoal with fiknilhhy the fsiii ITS. . . 
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fcd^as, tiMt |]iB>do8»lBthe tillage 

wolves !" 

As he pUMlt the aaditom looked each at the 
•ther; those who were' not yet instracted ia the 
faker's project being at a l«3s to catch the 
meaaing of ma words^. Seeing that he had aN 
lested their attention, he proceeded, ** When Ma^ 
h^ga was young, when our fathers were war- 
liors, who was so strong as the Washashel 
{pur hunters killed the deer and the bison from 
'the JNeska to the Topeo^ki.* The Konsas were 
cur brothers, and we were afraid of none. But 
the Mahe>baDgaht came near, their tongues 
were sax>oth, their hands were fall, and the 
Washashe listened to their talk;— is it not sol" 
' A deep murmnr testified the attention of his 
auditors*, but Mah^a knew that he was ventur- 
ing on dangerous ground, and his present object 
was rather to incite them to yeogeance against 
ike band of Deiawares and their anests, than 
•gainst the white men in general, lie resumed 
iSs harangue in a milder tone. 

** The Long-knives smoked the pipe of peace 
with us, we gave them meat, and skins, and they 
gave us paint, and blankets, and fire-weapons 
vith Medicine^wder and lead,— all that was 
veil ; but who came with the Long-knives, — the 
lUenap^i" He paused a momeat, then looking 
tiBceeiy rovnd, he continued in a louder strain; 
"and who are these Lenap^l They were 
beggars when they came to us I Their skin is 
red, but their hearts are pale. Do we not 
know the tale of their Ihtherst Were thev not 
slaves to the warriors of other nations It Were 
they not women 1 Did they not leave the war- 
path to plant maize, and drink the fire-water of 
the Long-knives 1 They gave np their hunting 
ground ; they left the bones of their fathers ; they 
crossed the JNTe-o-hange,! and asked for the friend- 
ship of the Washashe. We lighted the pipe for 
them ; we received them like brothers, aiKi open- 
ed to them our hunting ground ; but their hearts 
are bad to us, Washashes, Mah^ga tells yon that 
tha LaaapiS are snakes !'* 

Another drep guttural sound, indicativeof in- 
awased excitement^ gratified tiie speaker's ear, 
and he continued m a strain yet bolder. "Is 
Mah^a not a chief 1 Has he not struck the 
bodies of his enemies 1 Are there no scalps on 
his war-shirt 1 He was good to these Lcnap^, 
ha treated their warriors like hrotheis, he oder- 
ad to make Olitipa his wife, they gave him bitter 
-words and threw dirt upon his lodge^ Shall the 
Washashe chief be called sf Dog V* he exclaimed 
i^ a voice of thundar, <* Shall he sit on the ground 
while a Lenap^ spits in his lace 1" 

A shout of anger and furv burst from the au- 
dience, as waving his hand impatiemly ibr si- 
lence, he went on, " TheLenapd knew mat their 
Jiearts were false, their arms weak, their tongues 
Ibrked, and they have brought in a band of Long- 

■ ■ " " I p - I I ■ I I «i I II i !■ I I 

* The Indian names for the rirers now called " Konsas** 
mA ** Oeatfe,** both of which fail into the Missouri. 

t AngUeiy LoBg-hnives, or AniericMis. 

t MaMga here alludes to that unfortunate era, in the 
kiataay of the LenapA, so pctheticftUy deaoribed by Hecke- 
^vmliler, when they peiniitted themselves to be persuaded 
by (he whites to sbandon aH tikeir warlike weapons and 
minuits, and foUowing those of ngriculture, to leave the af- 
fairs of war entirely to the northern tribes, who guaranteed 
theit safety. The consequenoe was such as might have 
been expeotf 1, they were treated with contumely and in- 
hMtice; and leing compelled, at length, to resume those 
anas to whicn they had been for some time uaaconstoned, 
tkev sufferBd repeated defcats and disasters flam the ** six 
•atiens/' and aiiyoiiiiBg tribes. 

i TheMiflsiMi|fiatfM«alM4if IhsOMffM. 
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kaiv«8 to defend tham and to drive Ae Waaik* 
ashe firom their hunting monds. Shall it be so 1 
Shall we hold our backs to be scourged like 
children 1 Shall we whine like starved wolves 1 
See how the pale laces can insult your chief." 
As he spoke Mah^ga tore the turban with one 
hand from his head, and holding up his severed 
scalp lock with the other, while every muscle oi' 
his eonntenance worked with fury, " See what 
the hand of a white-face boy has done. Mah^a 
slept under a tree, and he whom ihcy call ^eiis, 
the stranger who has eaten our meat and smoked 
with our chiefs, stole upon Mah^ga^ struck him 
on the head, and cut ofl' his hair." As he utters 
ed this audacioos falsehood, which was, ot 
course, believed by all who heard him, a terrific 
shout burst from the assembled Osages, and the 
wily chief, striking while the iron was hot, 
went on, 

" It is enough— the Washashes are not worn, 
en; they will dig up the hatchet, and throw it 
into the coancil-Todge of these white-faced and 
pale-hearted dugs. The great chief of the Dah- 
cotahs has spoken to Mah^a; he seeks the 
friendship of the Washashes; the Dahcotabs 
are men; the bisons on their hnnting grounds 
are like the leaves in the forest. They wish to 
call the Washashes brothers, they wait for Ihia- 
h^a's words.— What shall he say 1" 

A tremendous shout was raised in reply, a 
shoot that could be heard throughout the whole 
encampment. Mah^a saw that his triumph 
was complete, and folding his medicine robe over 
his shoulder, he once more waved his hand for 
silence, and dismissed the assembly, saying. 
"Before the sun sinks again the chiefs and 
braves will meet in council. The Washashes 
will hear their words and they will be ready.*' 
As he spoke he cast his dark eye expressively 
downwards to the tomahawk suspended at his 
belt, and slowly re-entered his lodge. 

Meanwhile the youth whd had been sent 
by War-Eagle to observe what was passing 
in the Osage encampment, ezecnted hts com^ 
mission with fidelity and address. Although 
not sufficiently familiar with the language t& 
catch aU that fell from Mah^a, be yet learned 
enough to satisfy his young chief that a rupture 
was at hand. It only remained now to be proved 
whether it would tare place as the r>snlt of an^ 
open council, or whether the Osages would with- 
draw secretly to their new Dahcotah allies. 

On the morning sncoeeding the events above 
related, War-Eagle JeA the encampment before 
dajrbreak, partly to see whether he could dis- 
cover any unusual stir among the Osages, and 
partly to revolve in his mind the course of cea- 
duct that he should suggest if called upon to 
give his opinion before the Lenape connciL 
Many various emotions were struggling in his 
bosom, and in this respect the descendants of 
Adam, whether their skins be white or red, so 
far resemble each other, that on such occasions 
they seek to avoid the turmoil of their fellow- 
men, and to be for a season alone amid the works 
of inanimate nature. 

It was with impressions and feelings far dif- 
ferent that Reginald and Prairie-bird found them- 
selves soon auer sunrise together, as if by tacit 
appointmeat, by the great tree, under which he 
had first seen her In order to guard against the 
treachery of which he believed Mah^ga capable, 
he had commuoicated to Baptiste the events of 
the preceding morning, and nad desired him to 
waick tbe wc^vemaatB oC the latter, espadrJljr • 
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«nar(|i9g * Pmirie^blid mgaiast a&y lefieval of 

flls vioience. The trusty forester, who had 
(rowii ejciremely taeHarD since he had observed 
liis yoang master's attachment, shnigged his 
ahoalders^ and briefly promised to obey his in- 
structions. He was loo shrewd to oppose a tor* 
rent such as tha^by which Reginald was carried 
away ; and, alth^^h it mast be confessed that 
he had many misgivings as to the reception that 
the tidings would meet with at the hanos of Col- 
onel Brandon, the Jteanty apd gentleness of Prai* 
rie-bird had so far won upon his rough nature 
that he was well disposed to protect her from the 
machinatioDs of the Oaagj^ With these inten- , 
(ions he followed her wjien she led her lo^, 
and as soon as «he entened the thicket before de- 
scribed, he ensconced himself in a shady comer 
whence he could observe the approach of any 
party from the encampment. 

We will now follow the steps of Wap-£agle, 
who, having satisfied himBclf by a careful obser- 
vation of the out piqnette thatfio immediate 
movement was on root among the Osages, turn- 
ed towards the undulating prairies to the west- 
ward of the village. 

He was in an uneasy and excited mood, both 
from the treachery of. the Osages towards his 
tribe, and various oocarreuccs which Jhad of late 
wounded his feelings in the quarter wbere they 
were most sensitive^ Jr 

The victoi^y ever self, is the greatest tl^hctn 
he achieved by man, it iQteames, howeverf a dif- 
ferent compl^zi%n>in those/ whof are giuded by 
the light oi naturerand'in thoae who have been 
langfat by ii^i^iation. jn the»ieaihen»it is con* 
fined to the actions and t0 44he oiHward man, 
whereas, inuhe Cbflkian i^^ztedd^ to fhe mo- 
tives and feelingy f the heart. The'ai^rmer may 
spare go eaemy,^e^atter must leam to ibicive 
and lova him. Bu^ m both cases the straggly is 
severe «in proportion to the sirenath of the^s- 
tUp<j?hich is torbe combated, /la Wa/«£agle 
wera*eombined many of the noblest features of 
tbe^Jndian charactjer ; b«4 his naissions had alk 
the fictrce intensity common to nis race, and al- 
ittough the instructioQs of Paul Miiller, fifilling 
Hke good seed on a wild bat fertile soil, had hu- 
manizevl and improved him \ his views of Chris- 
tianity were incipient ^aod indistinct, wh}l<> the 
courage, pride, loid lee)ings ef bis race were in 
the full zenith of their power. . He had long 
known that Prairie-bird was aoU his sister in 
blood, she bad grown up from cbiWl^pod under 
h^ eye, and uneonsciou&ly perhaps at first, be 
had loved her, and still loved her with all the im- 
passioned fervour of hte nature. It xs^y be re- 
membered in the e^rliev;. portion of tms tale, 
when hQ first became acquainted with Reginald, 
that he had abstained fr«cn .all mention of her 
name, and had avoided the subjeot whenever 
young Wingenand brought it forward. He ha<i 
never yet asked OUtipa to become his wife, but 
the sweet gentleness of her manner, and her 
open contempt for the addresses of the handsome 
and distinguished Osage, bad led him to form ex- 
pectations favourable to his own suiu At the 
Supoe time there was something in the maiden's 
oehaviuur that had frequently caused him to 
doubt whether she loved him, and sharing in the 
awe with which she inspired all the Indians 
around her, he had hitherto hesitatad and feared 
to make a distinct <avowal. Of late he had been 
so much occupied in observing the suspicious 
movements of the Osages that his attention had 
ton somawhat withdrawn irom Olitipa: he was > 



aware of her having beedine acquainted wtiU 
Reginald, and the adventure of the preceding 
day, which had been communicated to him, fill- 
ed him with an uneasiness that he could no* 
conceal from himself, although he had succeed^ 
ed la concealing it from others. 

In tnis frame of mind, he was returning to tha 
eamp, along the coforse of the streamlet pass- 
ing through the grove where the rencomter 
of the preceding day had ocenrted. When he \ 
reached the opening before described, his e;|res ^ 
oestedTon a si^ that transfixed htm to the speL . 
Seated on one of the pn^eting roots of the an* 
frient tree was Prairie-bird, her eye and cheek 
^wmg with happiness, and her eat drinking ht 
Vat whispered vows of her newly betrothed lover; 
her hand was clasped in his, and more than once 
he pressed it tenderly to his lips. For several 
fniautns, the Indian stood silent and motionlcsa 
as a statue : despair seemed to have checked tha 
eufrent of nis bldod, bm by <h>v degrees eon« 
sdoosness retomed; he saw her, the maiideii 
whom he had serired and loved for weaiy months 
and years, now intercbaolgiog with aatother to» 
kens of alBection not to be mistaken,' and that 
other a stranger whom he bad himartf lately 
brought^ bf his owa intvxtatton from a distaot 
region: «^ 

The demon of jealoQ^ took instant possession 
of his soul ; every other thonght, filling, and 
Mission, was for the time annihilated, the nobler 
nnpttlses of lus nature were foigotten, and ha 
was, in a moment, transfonhed to a merciless 
savage, bent on swift and deadly vengeance. 
He onl^ paused as in doi^t. iUw he should kiE 
his rival ; perhaps, whether ne should kill them 
both ; his eye dwelt upon them with a Stem 
ferocity, 9^ h^ lobseaii^d the unerring' tomahawk 
^m his belt ; another moment he paused, foar \ 
his hand trembled eonvvlsiveiy, and a cold sweat >^ 
stood like dew npon his biow. At thjs terrihto 
crisis of his passion, a bw voice whispered ia 
his ear, in the Delaware tongue, 

** '^V'ould the Lenap^ chief stain his Medicine 
ari(h ^ brother's blood T Wa^£agle, turning 
sound, enconntored the steady eye of BaptiBtA| 
he gave no answer, but directed his fiery glantt 
towards the spot where the uiiconscious lovoia 
wese seated, and the half raised weapon still vi? 
brated under the inopalaeof the internal struggla 
that shook every muscle of the Indian's frames 
Profiting by the momentary pnuse, Baptista 
continued, m the same tone, " Sball the toma* 
hawk of the War.£agle strike an adopted son of 
the iUnami 1* The 6ad Spirit has entered my 
brother's heart; let him hold a talk with himselig 
and renember ihat he is the son ot Tamenund- 

By an effort of self-control, such as none but 
an Indian can exereise, War-Eagle subdued, faw 
stBntaiieou6)y,nll outward indication of the tem* 
pest that had been arpose^^. i° ^^ breast. Re* 
placing the tomahawk in his belt, be drew him* 
self proudly to his full height, and, fixing on the 
woodsman an eye calm and steady as his own, 

he replied, 

" Qranoe-H&che speaks truth ; War-Eag^e is 
a chief; the angry Spirit is strong ; but he tram* ^ 
p]es it under his feet." He then added, in a ;' 

* After thdr ftnt meetin;, in which Retnnsld had wnA 
^M life nf WaivEtfle, tiut latter had adopted his new 
friend, net only as « hrt^er, but as a member of that par. 
tion of his tribe Diho were called Unamiv and of which th« 
turtle was the !Micine, or sacred symbol ; after the ratifi- 
cation of such a cwenant of brotherhood, each par^f is, a«>* 
ooiding to Indian eostom, solemnly bound to detead tha 
Mthn^ ne all secwrioait^at th# nak of his «w& Ufs. 
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low«r toM, '< War^Eftgle will ipeak to Netisr^ 
not nov; if his white brother's tongue Has been 
forked, the Medicine of the Unami shall not pro- 
tect him. The sky is very blacky and War«Eagie 
has no friend lefV' So saying, the Indian threw 
his light blanket over liis shoulder and ataiked 
gloomily from the spot. 

Baptiste followed with his eye the retreating 
igure of the Delawaie, until it was lost in the 
densa foliage of the wood. 

^ He u a noUe fellow " said the rough hnnter, 
half alond, leaning on his long rifle, and forsa- 
ing the thread of his own reflections. " He is 
one of the oM sort of Ingians, and .there's but 
lew of -em left. Tve been with him in several 
skriramages, and I've seen him strike and scalp 
more than one Dahcotah; bat I never saw the 
f^lare of his eye so wild and blood-thirsty before; 
if he had kept his purpose, my old sinews would 
have had some trouble to save Master Reginald 
from that tc mahawk. It's well for him that I've 
lived longenotigh among the Delawares to Icnow 
the ins and outs of their satur*, as well as John 
Skellup at the ferry knows the sand-bars and 
channels in Beapcieek Shallowsw I thought the 
ITnami Medicine whispered in his ear might do 
something ; but I scaneely hoped it could smoth. 
er such a fire in a minute, i/emember, when i 
was young, I was in a hot passion, now and 
then, myself. (UipoU ! I'm sometimes in a pas- 
sion still, when I think of those cat*throat Siouj^ 
and if my bristlas are up, it takes some time B 
smooth 'em down." Here the woodsman's hand 
nneonsciously rested for a moment on the huge 
axe suspended at his belt ; but his musings took 
another course, as he continued his muttered 
•oliloqny* 

'* Well, I sometimes think the bears and the 
deer have more reason than human critturs, a\(^ 
and I believe that shbt isn't overwide o' the 
Mark. Look at them two youngsters, Master 
Reginald and War^Eagle, two brave, honest 
hearts as ever lived ; one saves the other's life ; 
tiiey become brothers am! swear friendship; of a 
sadden, I am obliged to step in between 'em, to 
prevent one from braining the other with a tom- 
ahawk. And what's the cause of all this hate 
lind fury 1 Why, love — a pair of Mack eyeq and 
red lips ; a strange khid of lov«, indeed, that 
makes a man hate and kill his best ilriend ; thank 
Heaven, I have nothing to do with such love ; 
atid I say, as I said before, that the dumb ani- 
lAals have more reason than* human critturs. 
Well, I must do all I can to make 'em friends 
a[gain, for a blind m^n migfht see they'll need 
each other's help, ere many days are pastt" 

So saying, the woodsman threw his rifle into 
the hollow of his arm, and movdd towards Regi- 
nald Brandon, who, unconscious cff the danger 
that he had so narrowly escaped, was still en- 
gaged with Prairie-bird in that loving dialogue 
which finds no satiety in endless reiteration. 

Baptiste drew near, and, after the usual greet- 
ings, took an opportunity, as he thought unob- 
served by Prairie-bird, of makin? a sign to Re- 
ginald that he wished to speak with him in pri- 
Tate ; but the maiden, watchful of every move- 
ment directly or indirectly affecting her lover, 
and already aware of the intrigues and treachery 
of the Osages, said to him with her usual sim- 
plicity of manner, " Baptiste, if you have aught 
to say requiring my absence, I y^\\ go; but as 
there are dangers approaching that threaten us 
air alike, do not fear to speak before me. I know 
aomething of these people, and thoi^B;h onlf ^ 



aaskilled maiden, ny tbnogfafs mMif be o( 9omm 

avail." 

The sturdy hunter, although possessed of a 
shrewd judgment, was somewhat confused by^ 
this direct appeal ; but after smoothing down the 
hair of his tur cap for a few mon^ent^, as was 
his custom when engaged in te 'ection, he re^ 
solved to speak before her witlfeut concealment; 
and he proceeded accordingly, with the blunt 
honesty of bis nature, to narrate to them all the 
particulars of his late interview with War- 
iCagle. During his recital, both the auditors 
changed colour mom^tban once, with diflferent 
jnet sympathetic emdliensf and when he eondu^ 
ded, Reginald suddenly arose, and, fixing his 
eye upon the maiden's countenance, as if he 
would read her soul, he said, 

** Prairie-bird, 1 conjure jovl by all you love 
on earth, and by all your hdipes of Heaven ! teU 
me trniy, it you have knewn and encouraged 
these feelings in War-Eagle V* 

The -dark i^es that had been cast to the 
ground with* varioas painful emotions, were 
raised at this appeal, and met her lover's search* 
ing look with the modest coorage of conscious 
truth as she replied, 

** ReginaM, is it possible that vou can ask me 
!^uch a question t OHtipa, the u>nndling of the 
Delawai^ loved War-Eagle as she loved Win> 
genund ;^k was brought up in the same lodge 
with bgth ; she called both, brother; she thought 
of them onlv ias such T Had War-Eagle ever 
a^ked for otheF love, she would have told him 
she had none oihf r to give ! /She knew of none 
other, unUl— until-^" Xhe presei^ce of a thint 
person checked the words that struggled for nt> 
terance ; b^ deep eyes fillen with te|irs, and she 
hid them on Reginald's boson^ 

" 1 were worse than an inoAel, coald Idoubc 
thy nurity and truth,*' he ejrclaimed with fer- 
vour; " daptiste, I will epeak with my.Jndian 
brother,*— I pity him from mff heart— I'^will 
■strive a'l in my power te soothe his sorrow^ for 
I, and 1 alone can know what he must suffer^ 
who has, in secret lind in vain, loved such a be» 
ing as this ! Let us return." t \ 

Slowly and sadly they weiided their way to 
rhe encampment, the guide bringing up the rear. 
He was thoroughly conrinced that Prafrie-bird 
had 6poken the truth : every look, every accent 
carried conviction with it; but he feared for the 
meeting betwieea the young men, being fhlly 
aware of the impetuosity of Reginald's charac- 
ter, and of the intense excitement that now af- 
fected the Indian's mind. He determined, how- 
ever, to leave them to themselves, for he had 
lived enough among men of stormy and ungov« 
emed passion^ to know, that in a Ute-h-tiu be- 
tween two high and generous spirits a conees* 
sion will often be made, to which pride might, 
in the presence of others, never have submitted. 

On reaching their uuarters in the encamp- 
ment, they found Paul Miiller standing thought- 
fully before Prairie-bird's tent, into which, alter 
exchanging a brief but cordial greeting, he and 
the maiden withdrew, leaving Reginald and the 
guide to retire into the adjoining lodge of Tame- 
nund. 

War-Eagle, who had posted himself in a spot 
whence, without being seen himself, he couM 
observe thrir movements, now walkied slcwly 
forward to the entrance of the tent, into which 
he wa? immediately invited by the Missionary; 
his manner was grave and composed, nor coul<; 
the most obeervant ey^have traced, in the lin^k 
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ioT his Hxmietuitiej Hre sHglites^ ^ad^ of exMt^ 
'ment or agitariori: 

' After the usual sahttatlon, hesaid, "Wai*- 
' Eagle will speak to the Black-Patber presiemly ; 
4e has now low words for the ear of Olftipa." 
.< Paul MuUer, looking on hinr with a smile, 
' l)enevolent though somewhat melancfooly, said, 
** I shut my ears, my son, and go, for 1 know 
that 'War-Eagle will speak nothing' that his sis- 
ter should not hear;" and i3o saying, be retired 
Jttto his adjacent compartment of the tent. Prai- 
. Tie-bird, conscious of the painful scene that 
awaited her, sat in embarrassed siletice, and for 
tipwards of a minute War-Eagle contemplated 
>/ithout speaking" the sad but lovely expression 
of the maiden's countenance ; that long and pier- 
<^ing look told him all that he dreaded to know; 
'he saw that Baptiste had spoken to her; he saw 
that his hopes were blasted ; and still his riveted 
-ffaze was fixed upon her, as the eyes of one ban- 
ished for life dwell upon the last receding tints 
•of the home that he is leaving for ever. CoUect- 
-ingj at length, all the stoic firmness of his nature, 
he spoke to- her in the Delaware tongue; the 
'WOTUS that he used were few and simple, but 
in them, and in the tone of his voice, there was 
'80 much delicacy mingled with such depth of 
feeling, that Prairie-biid could not refrain from 
tears. 

Answering him in the same language, she 
Wended her accustomed sincerity of expression 
-with gentle words of soothing kindness; and, in 
'Concluding her reply, she took his hand in hers, 
•saying, " Olitipa has long loved her brothers, 
War-Eagle and Wingenund, let not a cloud 
•t;ome between them now ; her heart is not chan- 
*ged to the great warrior of Lenap6 ; his sister 
trusts to his protection ; she is proud of his fame ; 
'^e has no other love to give nim ; her race, her 
religion, her heart forbid it I but be is her dear 
*l3rotber ; he will not be angry, nor leave her. 
' "Mah^ga atid the Osages are become en- 
emies; the Dahcotah trail is near; Tamenund is 
^hl and weak: where shall Olitipa find a broth- 
^s love, and a brother's aid, if War-Eagle 
turns tway his face from her nowl" 

The noble heart to which she appealed had 
•gone through its fiery ordeal of torture, ^nd tri- 
umphed ove'r it. After the manner of his tribe, 
-^tiie Delaware, before r^iiiquishing her hand, 
pi^ess^d it for a moment to his chest, in token of 
affection, and said, "It is enough, ray sister's 
^words are good, they are not spilt upon the 
ground; let Mah^ga or the Dahcotahs come 
-near ine lodge of Olitipa, and they shall leam| 
Ihat War-Eagle is her brother!" The chief- 
(aip s band rested lightly on his tomahawk, and 
Mis. countenance, as he withdrew from the tent, 
•^wore an expression of high and stern resolve. 

How often in life is the observation forced 
t?pon us, that artlessness is the highest perfec- 
tion of art ! It is an axiom, the truth of which 
*l«mains unchanged under whatever aspect we 
^iew it, and is indisputable even in its con- 
-verstf; thus, as in writing, the apparent ease and 
simplicity of style is the result of firequtfnt cor- 
»rection and laborious study; so in corporeal ex- 
ercises, the most assiduous practice must be 
combined with the highest pnysica. qualifica- 
tions, e/e the dancer or the posture-master can 
emulate the unconscious gra(ie displayed in (he 
^movements of a sportive kitten, or a playful 
child. 

« Qad. Prairie-hird been familiar with all the 
learned treatises on rhetoric thai have appeared 



(rot& tbe time of*ArMt0A» to the pi^ient day, 
^ she* could not hare selected topics better calci)- 
lated to move and soilen the heart of her Indian 
brother. And yet she had bo other insttructor 
in the art th^ the natural delicacy of her sex 
and character. While the tribute to h is warl ike 
fame gratified his pride, the unstudied sisterly 
afi^ction of her tone and manner soothed his 
wounded feelings; and while her brief picture 
of her unprotected state aroused all his nobler 
and more generous sentiments, no breath of allu- 
sion to his successful rival's name kindled the 
embers of jealousy that slumbered beneath thenl 
As he walked from her tent, the young Ii^ 
dian^s heart dilated within him; he trod the 
earth with a proud and lordly step ; he had grap- 
pled with his passion ; and thougti it had been 
riveted ** to h4s ^al with hooks of steel," he had 

E lucked it forth With an unflinching hand, and 
e now met his deep-rooted grief with the same 
lofty brow and unconquerable \HU with which 
he would have braved the tortures of the Dah 
cotah stake. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

In which the Reader will find a moral Ditqniiitidn aoine- 
what tedious, a true Btory somewhat iiicredibls, a CaiH 
ferenee that ends in Peace, and a CovBoil that batekaas 
War. 

It is not a feature in the character of Indiaos 
to do anything by halves; their love and their 
hate, their patience ^ad impatience, their, absti- 
nence and self-indulgence, all are apt to rua 
into extremes. Moderation is essentially a viD* 
tue of civilization ; it is the result of £>retooQgh^ 
reasoning, and a eareful calcalation of conse- 
quences, whereas the qualities of the Indian are 
rather the children of impulse, and are less mod- ' 
ified by conflicting motives; hence, the lights 
and shades of character are broader and more 
distinct; and though it may be perhaps impossi- 
ble that Indian vulany should assume a deeper 
dye than that which may unfortunately be met 
With among civilized nations, it is not asserting 
too much to say, that there are to be found* 
among ^se savages instances of disinterested, 
self-devoted heroism, such as are rarely heard 
of b^ond the world of chivaly and romance. 

This assertion will be received by many read- 
ers with an incredulous smile, aad still more 
will be disposed to believe that U caa be true 
only in relbrence to such virtues or actions ae 
are the immediate result of a generous impulse; 
but examples are not wantine to prove the align- 
ment to be defensible upon higher grounds. It 
will readily be admitted, that retributive justice, 
although consonant to the first principles of rea- 
son and natural law, cannot, when deliberately 
enforced, be considered in the light of a sudden 
impulse, much less can it be so considered when 
the party enforcing it is to be himself the suffer- 
er by it; and those who are conversant with the 
history of the Indian nations can testify that par- 
allel instances to that which follows have fre- 
quently occurred among them. 

Some years ago, a young married Indian, re- ;^ 
siding on the western bank of the Missisaippt, '^ 
quarrelled with another of his tribe, and in the 
heat of passion killed him with a blow of hia 
tomahawk. After a few moments' reflection, be 
walked direct to the village, and presenting him* 
self before the wigwam of the murdered maa, 
called together his reliuioas, and addressed then 
asfollotis:' 
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*< Ywtf icMf* WM w frittkd; to weft <•- 

Etber,->*M»me aagiy wow arose betw^n us,— I 
IM hia on the $^ Mj life is in your bands, 
And I bave come ip o£%r it io yoa ; bat (be »um- 
Vf^T booting season bas now begun. I bave a 
wife and some young chlUien, tbey bave done 
you BO wrong; 1 wisb to go out into tbe woods 
' to kiU a plentiful supply of meat, sucb as may 
feed ibem during tbe winter; wben I bave done 
tbat, I will return and give myself to you." 

Tbe stem assembly of mcumers gave ibeir aa- 
sent, and tbe young man retired: for many weeks 
he toiled iodefatigably iu tbe cbase, bis wife 
jerked and dried tbe meal as be daily brougbt it 
in, until be saw tbat tb^ supply was ample £)r 
tbe ensuing winter; be tben bid fere well to ber 
and to bis Tittle ones, and once more presenting 
bimself before tbe wigwam of bis late friend, hf 
aaid, '*! am come: my squaw bas meat for tbe 
wonter, my life is now yours 1" To tbese words 
tbe eldest male relative of tbe deceased replied, 
'«It is well:'' and rising from tbe ground, execu- 
ted on tbe unresisting offender tbe summary 
justice of Indian retribution, by cleaving vbis 
skull witb a tomabawk. Neither tbe self-devo- 
tion of the one, nor tbe unrelenting severity of 
tbe other, excited any peculiar sensation, each 
having act^d according to the strict, though bar- 
bareos usage of tbe tribe. 

Among a people accustomed to look with sto- 
ic composure on scenes such as that just de- 
scribed, Waff«Eagle bad already won a distin- 
guished name, and be supported it on this trying 
oeeasion by resigning wnat was dearer to him 
than life, and crushing, as under a weight of iron, 
tbat passion wbieb bad been fer years the hope 
. and nourisbment o{ bis heart; whether, albeit 
crushed and smotbesed, it still lingered there, is 
a secret wbieb it is neither oar wish nor our 
province to betray, but regarding which tbe read- 
er may ibrm bis own opinion from the subse- 
quent conduct of tbe cbieC 

Bis first step was to seek Reginald Brandon, 
whom be desiMd, b^ a silent signal, to leave the 
lodge and follow biui. Our hero medumically 
• ob^d, in a painful state of excitement and agi- 
tation, feeling thai be bad been the uneonscious 
means of blasting all the dearest hopes of bis In- 
dian friend; aud altbongb be bad intended no 
injury, he was sensible that he bad done one, 
such as maik Ga» rarely foigive, and can never 
i«pair; fbr eiven bad the romantic cenerosity of 
-friendship prompted him<to resign all pretensions 
to Prairienbird, be felt that such a resignation, 
while be was secure of her affections, would be 
mere mockery and insuh. He knew also bow 
pnHuinent a feature is revenge in the Indian 
character, and thought it not improbable that he 
miebt be now following his conductor to some 
secloded spot, where tiieir rivalry should be de- 
cided bv mortal strife, and the survivor return to 
claim the lovely priee. This last tboogbt, which 
would, under any other circumstances, have ner- 
ved bis arm and made his heart -exult within 
him, now overwhelmed him with sadness, for he 
loved both Wingennnd and War^Eagle, they 
were endeared to bim by reciprocal benefits, and 
he shrank from a quarrel with tbe latter as from 
a fratricide. 

Meanwhile the Indian strode rapidly forward; 
neither could Reginald detect tbe feelings that 
lurked beneath the dignified and unmoved com- 
posure of his countenanoe. 

After walking in silence ibr some- minutes, 
\hiey reached a small hollow, where a^ew fOftt-, : 



teved aJI4cr4i!af boa aqpae^itd ttmn fiom tim 99- 

servation of the stragglers round ibe skirts of tbv 
DcUwave camp : ki^te the ebief suddenly baited, 
and turning towands Reginald, bent on bim tbk 
(till gaze of bis dark and lustrous eyes; tbe lat' 
ter observed with suiprise tbat their oxpresaioa, 
as well as that of bis usually baugh^ features, , 
was a deep composed melancholy. 

At length tbe Delaware broke tbe long aad 
painful silence, addressing bis companion, after 
bis imperfect not^ of £nglisb, io toe foUowisg 
words: 

" The Great Spirit sent a cloud between Netja 
and War-^gle— a very black cloud; the light- 
ning came from it and blinded tbe eyes of tbe 
Lenap^ chief, so tbat be looked on bia brother 
and thought he saw an enemy. Tbe Bad Spirit- 
whispered in bis ear tbat the tongue of Netis waa^ 
forked; that the heart of Oiitipa was false: tbat 
she had listened to a mockm^-bird, and bad 
mingled fer War*Eagle a cup jof poison." 

Tbe Delaware paused for a moment; bis eye 
retained its steady but sad expression, bis lips 
were firmly compressed, and not a muscle be- 
trayed the mtensity of bis feeling: but Reginald 
appreciated rightly the self-control that had con- 
quered, in so severe a struggle, and grasping bia- 
firiend's band he said, 

"Noble and generous son of the Lenap6, the* 
Bad Spiritiias no power over a heart like yours t 
Are we not brothers 1 Have not the waters of 
the Muskingum, and the treacherous knife of the 
Huron, tied our hearts together, so tbat no fear, 
no suspicion, no falsehood, can come between, 
tbemi Netis believed tb^t War-^le lov«d 
Oiitipa only as a sister, or be would rather have 
given his scalp to Mab^;a than have ^okea 
soft words in the maiden's earl" 

"My brother's words are true," replied the 
Delaware, in the low and musical tone for which 
his voice was remarkable; " War-£agle knows 
it; be has dreamed, and is now awake: Oiitipa is 
bis sistej>-the Great Spirit decrees that no child 
of an Indian warrior shall call her mother. It is 
enough." Tbe countenance of the Delaware a^ 
sumed a sterner expression as be continued: 

^Mv brother must be ready; let bis rifle br 
loaded and his eye open, for Tamenuad-i&aa 
seen tbe snow o( many wiuters; the Black Fa- 
ther is good and tru& but his hand knows not 
the tomabawk: tbe Osage panther will croucJb 
near the tent of Oiitipa, aad the feet of the Out- 
throats* will not be far ; before the sun ffoes dow&. 
War-Kagle will see his brother again." 

Thus saying, and waiting no reply, he retun^ 
ed with hearty strides towards tbe village. -Re- 
ginald gazed long and earnestly after tbe retreat- « 
in^ figure of the Indian, forgetting awhile, in ad- 
miration of his heroic self-control, the dangers • 
that beset bis beloved and his party. 

"Coukl I," he asked bimself, "could I, under 
the same circumstances, with all tbe Jight.and 
aid, and high motives of Christianity, nave- 
shown the forbearance, generosity, and self-com 
mand displayed by this noble heathen ? Could 
I have seen all my long-cherished hopes, my 
frarm and passionate love, blasted in a moment 
a^^d have so soon, so frankly, and so fully excul- 
pated and forgiven the man to whom I owed mr 
misery t I hope I might have done so, still I 
am aTraid to ask my heart the question I" 

H<'ginald's cheek glowed under theinfiuence- 
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j9t,tUs,6elf*««rolH|T».Midht sMIj availed him- 
felfof the approach oJTFaal Miiller, to whom he 
lelaied what had passed, a&d expressed in the 
warmest terms his admuration of bis Indian 
brother's condnct. The good Missionary felt in- 
expressibly relieved at hearing the amicable is- 
sue now announced to him. ibr although he had 
sever been made a confiaant of War-Eagle's 
feelings towards Olitipa^ his own observation 
had shown him of late that thev were not exact- 
ly fraternal, and he had viewed with dread a ri- 
valry between the two high-spirited young men, 
4^ a crisis when the aid of both might be so ne- 
cessary to protect his fair pupil from the perils 
jby which she was surrounded. 
I Meanwhile the machinations of Mah^ga, which 
Had been conducted with his accustomed secrecy 
and cunning, were almost ripe for execution ; 
several runners had interchanged communica- 
tion between him and the Dahcotah chief, the 
latter of whom was delighted at the prospect 
Ithus unexpectedly offered, of taking vengeance 
on hi^ ancient and hated Lenap^ foes. A secret 
oouncil of the Osages had been held, at which a 
treaty with the Sipuj; and a rupture with the 
Belawares were discussed, and almost unani- 
mously carried, Mah^a appearing rather to 
have coincided in the general determination than 
to have caused it by hia influence and intrigues. 
The result of this council was, that the Osa£;e 
village immediately struck their lodges, the 
iiorses were driven in, skins, poultrv, provisions, 
and all their utensiU were packed upon them, 
and in a few hours the whole body ntoved in a 
northeasterly direction towajds the upper fork 
of the river Konzas. 

While they were departing, the Delaware 
council was summoned by a crier; Reginald 
and Eaptiste were also invited to attend, the 
iboBer in compliment to his station in the tribe 
as adopted brother of War-Eagle, the latter being 
recognised as a warrior of tried courage and 
experience. The chi^ and braves having 
seated themselves in a semicircle, the centre of 
which was occupied by Tamenund, the great 
medicine pipe waa first passed round in silence 
and with the accustomed solemnities, aAer which 
Tamenund arose, and in a voice feeble from age, 
but distinctly audible, proceeded to explain to 
the assembly the affairs respecting which they 
had 'met to consult. While he was speaking, 
one X)f the Indians appointed to guard the en- 
trance of the council-lodge came in, and an- 
nounced a messenger from the Osage encamp- 
ment. Tamenund paused, and desired the mes- 
senger to be introduced. 

• All eyes were bent sternly on the envoy, who 
advanced with a haughty and dignified step into 
the centre of the lodge, where he stood still, and 
resting on a long lance which he held in his 
right hand, awaited, according to Indian custom, 
a signal from the council-chief to deliver his er- 
rand. His dress, and the paint by which his 
Ix)dy was adorned, had evidently been prepared 
with every attention to the niceties of Indian di- 
plomacy, some portions of it being significant 
of peace or alliance, and others of hostile prep- 
araiioi); his right side was Minted red, with 
streaks of black ; on his left arm he wore a 
round shield of boffalo'hide, a quiver of arrows 
bung at his back, a tomahawk and knife were in 
bis girdle, and in his left hand he carried a large 
string of wampum,* adorned with sundry ribbons 
and thongs of parti-colon red deerskin. 



Tba Dfflavares JreoMnjl#ed in the me9scx»i;si< 
a youn^ kinsman of Mantot, one who had al- 
ready djstinguhhed himself by several feats of 
daring gallantry, and had been lately enrolled? 
among the braves of his nation. He had bi^- 
erto been upon the most friendly terms with the* 
Lenap6, was familiar with their language, and' 
had volunteered on more than one occasion to 
follow War-Eagle on the war-path ; but the lines 
of paint and his accoutrements were now, &• 
has before been observed, so carefblly selected, 
that their practised eyes were unable to decida 
whether peace or war was the object of his mis- 
sion ; neither was any inference to be drawn fironi* 
his countenance or bearing, for, after the first 
cold saluation on entering, he leaned on his lance 
in an attitude of haughty indifference. Under 
these circumstances he was not invited to si^, 
neither was th^ pipe handed to him, burTame- 
nund briefly addressed him as follows: 

"The messenger of the Osage may speak*. 
The ears of the Lenap6 are open. 

*' Flying^arrow/' replied the young man, in a 
modest and quiet tone, " knows that raatnr win- 
ters have passed over the bead of the Lenape 
chief; he is sorry to speak hard words to Tame- 
nund." 

" Let the young warrior speak freely; Tame- 
nund knows that he is the mouth of the Osage 
council," was the grave reply. 

" The Washa&hee say that the Lenap6 have 
walked in a crooked path. The council have 
assembled, and the words delivered to Flving- 
arrow are these. The Washasbee allowed the 
Lenap6 to kill meat on their hunting-ground, 
they smoked the pipe together, and gave eadi 
other the wampum-belt of peace ; but the Lenap6 • 
hearts are white, though tneir skin is red ; their 
tongues are smooth with telling many lies : th^ 
have brought the pale-faces here to aid them it: 
driving the Washasbee from the hunting-fielda 
of their fathers! Is it not truel" continued thi 
fearless envoy, in a louder strain. '* They have ^ 
done all they can to throw dirt upon the lodges 
of those whom they call brothers. When Ma- 
h£ga offered to take the daughter of Tamenund 
as his wife, what was said to himi Does not 
the pale face who crept upon him and defiled hia 
medicine, still sit and smoke at the Lenap^ ihe t 
Mah^a says, let Tamenund give him Olitipa 
for a wife, and the pale-face, called Netis, as a 
prisoner, and let him send back the other white 
men io the Great river; then Mah^ga will be- 
lieve that the hearts of the Lenap6 are true to 
the friendship pledged on this belt." 

Thus saying, he shook the wampum befbre 
the assembled belawares with an air of proud 
defiance. A brief pause followed this aarintg 
speech; the heart of War-Eagle boiled withii 
him, but a scornful smile sat upon his haughty 
countenance, as he waited composedly for tfce 
reply of his father, who seemed engaged in deep 
and serious meditation. 

Reginald had, of course, been unable to follow 
the envoy's discourse, but his quick ear had de^ 
tected his own name; and a fierce look, which 
accompanied its pronunciation, told him that he 
was personally interested in the object of the 
Osage's message. Having gathered from Bap. 
lisle, in a whisper, the nature of Mah6ga^ 
cbar^ and demand, a flush of indignation col- 
oured his brow, but the examples of self-corn- 

sMali thellt ttranp tofetber, ftml tised by ihrt- Tadiant Ab 
loiter Among tbemselvea ; a belt of wan^mn is lb9 ««%>>« •• 
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tnand that he haa so lately teen, and that he Kill 

witnessed In the iron features by which he was 

. aarroanded, taaght him to place a like restraint 

ti];x>n his own feelings, and to await the reply of 

. the aged chief. 

The latter, fixing his eye sternly upon the en- 
yoy, thus addressed him: '^Mah^a has filled 
;2ie young brave's mouth with lies. The hearts 
of the Lenap6 are true as the guiding-star.* They 
%re faithful to their friends, they fear no enediies. 
Tamenund wiU not give Olitipa to Mah^a, nor 
his adopted son to be the Washashee's prisoner. 
Tamenund is old, but he is not blind; Mah^ga 
wishes to become a friend of the Dahcotahs. It 
is well ; he will find among them hearts as bad, 
and tonp;ues as forked as his own! I have 
Spoken/' 
* ' A deep murmur of approbation followed the 
aged chiefs brief but energetic harangue, and as 
soon as it was concluded", the fearless mes^n- 
ger drew a sharp knife from his girdle, and sev- 
ering the wampum-belt, he ciG$t the two halves 
on the ground, sayioe, '* It is well. Thus is the 
league between the Washashee and the Lenap^ 
divided !" 

'6a|{tiste, to whom Reginald had again ad- 
dressed a lew words in a whisper, now rose, and 
Jiaving requested permission of Tamenund, said 
to the Osage messenger : " Neils desires yon to tell 
Idah^a that he is a liar— brave enoagh to frighten 
women, but nothing more. If he is a warrior, 
let him come to-morrow at sunrise to the open 
|>rairie, north of the camp; the friends of both 
shall stand back three arrowjfiights apart; Netis 
will meet him with a rifle and a huntiDg-knife ; 
Olitipa will not be there to save his life again t" 
Another murmur of approbation went round 
the assembly, many of whom had already heard 
Qf the rough treatment that the gigantic Osage 
^d received at Reginald's hands, but hearing It 
now confirmed by tne lips of a tried warrior, like 
XSrande-HAche, they looked with increased re- 
spect and esteem on the adopted brother of War- 
Eagle. 

" Flying-arrow will tell Mah^ga," was the 
Iffief reply ; and the messenger, glancing his eye 
haughtily around the circle, left the lodge and 
^turned to the encampment of his tribe. After 
Jiis departure the council cpntinued their delib- 
erations for some time, and had not yet conclu- 
ded them, when a distant and repeated shouting 
attracted their attention, and a Delaware youth, 
*or about fifteen years of age, rushed into the 
lodge, breathless, and bleeding from a wound 
Jtnflicted by an arrow, which had pierced his 
shoulder. A few hurried sentences explained to 
the chiefs the news of which he was tne bearer. 
•It appeared that he had been tending, in a bottom 
4iot lar distant, a herd of horses, chiefly belong- 
ing to Tamenund, War-Eagle, and the party of 
white men, when a band of mounted Sioux 
came sweeping down the valley at full speed ; 
two or three young Dela wares, who formed the 
ont-picquet on that side, had been taken com- 
pletely by surprise, and paid with their lives the 
penalty of their carelessness. 

The wounded youth who brought the intelli- 
gence had only escaped by his extreme swift- 
«eso of foot, and by the unwillingness of the en- 
emy to approach too near the camp. Thus had 
the Dahcotahs succeeded in carrying ofiT, by a 
bold stroke, upwards of one hundred of the best 
hmes from the Delaware village ; and Regitiald 

The ftorih star it often alluded to hy the Indian tribes 
<uA«r tide and other eimilai' a en ominttfone. 



soon learned, to his In e i pre ss lWe annoyance and 
regret, that Nekimi was among the number of 
the captives. A hurried consultation fullowetfy 
in which War-Eagle, throwing ofi* the modest 
reserve that he had practised during the council, 
assumed his place as leader of the Leoap6 
braves, of whom he selected forty of the miist 
active and daring, to accompany him on the dif> 
ficnlt and dangerous expedition that was tD be 
instantly undertaken for the recoveiy of tne 
stolen horses. 

Reginald and Baptiste eagerly volunteered, 
and were instantly accepted by War-Eagle; but 
it was not without some persuasion on the part 
of the Guide, that the chief allowed Monsieur 
Perrot to be of the party; that faithful valet in- 
sisted, however, so obstinately upon bis right (o 
attend his master, that, on Baptiste enjoining 
that he should implicitly obey orders, he was 
permitted to form one of the selected band. 

In less than half an hour, from the receipt of 
the above disastrous intelligence, the party left 
the camp well armed and equipped, each man 
carrying three pounds of dried bunalomeat; and 
Baptiste secured twice that quantity to his stur- 
dy person, thinking it probable that Reginald^ 
endurance of hunger mip^ht not prove propor- 
tionate to his active qualities. The latter had, 
indeed, forgotten the meat altogether, for he 
.passed the last few minutes of his stay within 
the camp, in bidding farewell to " Prairie-bird," 
and in assuring her that he would not be long 
absent, but trusted soon to return with his fa- 
vourite Nekimi. At his departure. Reginald 
left the strictest orders with Bearskin (who r0> 
mained in charge of his part^) to keep a faithful 
watch over the safety or Prairie-bird, and to fol- 
low the injunctions that he might receive iW>m 
Tamenund and Pant Mailer. 

The small band who, at the instigation of Ma* 
h^a, had stolen the Delaware horses, were 
chosen warriors, well-mounted, thoroughly train* 
ed to the predatory warfare in which they were 
now engaged, and ready, either to defend their 
prize against an equal force, or to bafile the pur- 
suit of a superior one. As War-Eagle had lost 
many of his best horses, he resolved to follow the 
enemy's trail on foot, but he desired two or 
three of his most active and enterprising follow- 
ers, whose horses had not been stole^n, to hover 
on the rear of the retreating part^i to watch their 
movements, and bring back any intelligence that 
might aid him in the pursuit. 

The select band of Delawares moved swiftlT 
forward under the guidance of their young lead- 
er; close upon his steps followed Reginald, burn- 
ing with imi;>atience to recover his favour^ 
steed; next to him came Baptiste, then Perrot^ 
and the remainder of the Lenap6 warriors. 

The prairie-grass, trodden down by the hoofs 
of the galloping and afiVighted steeds driven 
from their pasture, afforded a trail that could be 
traced without difiiculty, and the trampled banks 
of several slow and laiy streams, which they 
passed in their course, marked the headlong 
course taken by their fugitive steeds and their 
fierce drivers. 

We will leave the pursuers for a time, and 
follow the movements of Mah^ga, who was now 
acting in concert with the Sioux, and who con^ 
triVed by his superior address to direct their 
plans, as completely as if he had been himself 
the chief of their tribe. Having accompanied 
the Osage village, fourteen of fifteen miles on 
their route to the northward, he orderwi a halt 
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Sr tb^ «id« 9f a stseam, in a yaUeir adjacent to 
e encamj^ment of their new allies, the two 
bands forn^iog a body so superior in number to 
the Delawares^ t)iat they had no cause to fear an 
attack} especially as they learned from their 
scouts that War-Eagle and his followers had 

Sone in an opposite direction in pursuit of the 
orse-stealing party. 

The eveuiog was dark, and favoured the exe^ 
^ution of a plot which Mah^a had formed, and 
tn furtherance of which all his preceding meas- 
ures had been taken. As soon as the sun had 
set, he selected one hundred of the bravest and 
most ezperieoced warhors in his- tribe, whom be 
armed ouly with bow and arrows, knife, and 
tomahawk ; strictly forbidding the use of any 
fi^rearms;^for he well knew that the latter were 
Car from being elective weapons in the bands 
of his followers, especially in such an expedition 
as that in which he was engaged. SwiHly and 
silently they moved under their leader's gui< 
iance, who, directing his course towards the 
aoutheasly brought them^ aAer a few hours' 
inarch, to the line of wood skirting the great 
Praiiie. Aware that the warriors ]?emaining in 
the Delaware enoampment would be prepared 
4igainst any surprise from the quarter in which 
the Sioux were posted, his present object was to 
make his attack from the opposite side, in order 
to effect which, undiscovered, the greatest .skill 
and rapidity were necessary. 

It was on occasions such, as these that the 
qualities of the Osage chief were most conspic- 
uously exhibited : with light and noiseless step, 
he led. his party through the depths of the forest, 
and during a swift march of many hours not a 
word was spoken ; now and then he paused as a 
startled deer rustled through the thicket, and once 
or twice, when a stray mooobeajn, iorcing its 
way through the foliage, silvered the bark of the 
«ycamore, he cast his eye upwards, as if to learn 
from the leaves the direction of the wind, or lo 
scan the heaven in search of one of those stars, 
^which the imperfect, but sagacious astronomy ot 
the Indians teaches them to recognise as guiaes. 

Leave we them to pursue their dark and cir- 
cuitous path, and let us transport the reader to 
the^terior of the Delaware eoeampment, where 
(as it may be remembered) Bearskm was \eSt in 
command of that |)ortion of the white men who 
Jiad not accompanied their leader in pursuit of 
the Sioux. 

Paul Miiller sat late at night in the tent of the 
Prairie-bird; on the rude table lav the Bible 
.'from which he.had been reading, ana explaining 
«oroe difiiculties that had perplexed her strong, 
yet inquiring mind; allerwaros they had turn«i 
the conversation to the scenes which had occur- 
red within the last few days, and which were 
calculated to inspire serious anticipations of 
coming evil. Prairie-bird made no effort to con- 
ceal from her affectionate instructor how entire- 
ly her heart was given to Reginald ; she knew 
Dis bold and fearless disposition ; she knew, too, 
the wily cunning of the powerful tribe against 
whom his expedition was undertaken, and more 
than one heavy sigh escaped her when she 
tHoughl of the risks that he must incur. 

The good Missionary employed every possible 
a^ument to allay her fean, but none so effect- 
• i\e\y as that which referred to the protection of 
that Being who had been from childhood her 
hope, her trust,.and ber shield, and, bidding her 
^eod night, he had the ^pleasure of seeing her 
agitated spirit resume in uanal oonpoaoser He 



thenwrappedhis cloak iDund-his shoulders, aae 
went out t» see what provision Bearskin had 
made for the security of the camp, during the 
absence of Reginald, War-Eagle, and their par- 
ty. The rough old boatman was snotoking hie 
pipe over the embers of a fire in front of the 
lodge whet« he slept; beside him lay, haif^asleep, 
the gigantic Mike Smith; and the other white 
men were with in the lodge, each having his rifle 
within reaeh and his knue and pistols in his belt 
Bearskin retureed the greeting 'of the Mission- 
ary with blunt' civility, and informed him that 
he had been to the lodge of Tamenund, where it 
had been agreed to throw forward an outpost ot 
a dozen light, active young Indians, half a mile 
beyond the camp, in the direction of the Biaux ; 
runners had also beisa sent round to desire the 
warriors to be ready, and all the usual precau- 
tions tak«i, such as ate observed by Indians in 
the neighbourhood of a dangerous enemy. 

Satisfied with these arraneereents, Paul MilU 
ler returned to his test, and throwing himself on 
the pile of buffalo skins that formed his bed, was 
soon fast asleepi. He knew not how long h&had 
slept, when he was aroused by a cry such as none 
who has once heard it can mistake or ibrget. 
Scarsely had that shrill and savage whoop, plep- 
ced the duU silence of the nighty when every crsfr 
tare within the encampment sprang to their fieet* 
the braves and warriors, seizmg their weapons, 
rushed to the quarter whence the eiy proceeded| 
while the women and children, crowaing round 
the aged and defenceless men, waited in suspense 
the result of the sudden and fierce attack. The 
noise and the tumult came from the northeni 
quarter, that most remote from the lodges of Tam- 
enund and Prairie-bird. Sixty of the chosen 
Osage warriors had fallen upon the small outpost 
placed to give the alarm, and, driving them easi^ 
ly before them and killing some, entered the 
camp almost simultaneously with the sarvivprs. 
This band was led by that daring young war- 
rior- before introduced to the reader unoipr the 
name of Flving- Arrow, who now burned with de* 
sire to render his name in the war-annals of his 
tribe famous as that of his kinsman Mah^ga. 
Nor were the Delaware warriors slow to meet 
the inviders, with a courage equal to their own 9 
the conflict was fierce and confused, for the moon 
was no longer up, and the pale stars were con- 
tending, in a cloudy sky, with the dim grey hue 
that precedes the dawn of day, so that toe duslrf 
figures of the combatants were scarcely visible, 
and by their voices alone could they distinguish 
frienib horn foes* 

At the first alarm, Belirskfn, with his habimal 
coolness, ordered Mike Smith, with three of nis 
men, to retire into the rear, to assist in protecting 
the lodge of Tamenund and the tent of Prairie- 
biid, while he led the remainder to check the 
advance of the Osages from the northward. For 
some time the latter seemed to be gaining ground, 
but the Delawares, still superior in number and 
ha5ttening to the spot, aided by Bearsltin and his 
followers, recovered their lost advantage, and 
the combat raged with renewed fury. 

At this crisis Mah^a, who had succeeded in 
gaining, unperceived, the valley to the south- 
ward of the Delaware eamp, fell upon their rear 
with his reserve of forty men ; overthrowing all 
who opposed him, he forced his way towards the 
while tent, which the advancing light of dawn 
rendered now easily distinguishable from the 
dark-coloured lodges around it; shouting his bat- 
tle-ciy with « yoioe like atrompel, he raiheA 
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vnwrd^ caring mmfVpfrnMrnHy^ faft the teilM 
or tropbicSi boi Mcnntead on Mcditeg toe 
lirize for which he had alrtadr broken bis faith, 
4Bd tmbmed his hands ia the blood of allies who 
had done him no 'njorr. A gallaat band of 
Pelawaies sariocutiied their aged chief, whose 
trembling hand now grasped a toaiah*wk thai 
had for twenty years reposed idly in his belt 
Piairie-bivd had snrang Irom her conch, and al* 
leady joined in tne brief) bat earnest prayer, 
which Panl Milller breathed at her suie; he 
recoaaised the Osage war-cry, and diiriniog the 
chief object of their terrible leader, he whispered 
solemnly to her, 

" My dear child, if I am soon taken ftom yon. 
Keep, neverUielesa, yoar tnist in Qod. I see that 
aniie still ia yoorgiidle; i know what yoa hare 
once dared ; if it be the will of Heaveo, yon 
must be prepared patiently to endore pain, sor- 
row, connnement, or oppression ; remember, it is 
only as the last resonrce against dishonour, that 
you may have recourse to it" 

The maiden replied not, but a glance from her 
dark eye assured him that he was understood, 
and would be obeyed ; many emotions contend- 
ed ia her boson^ but, for the moment, reverence 
and attachment to her affectionate instructor 

Eivailed over all othere, and, dropping on her 
ees before him, she covered his hand with 
kisses, saying, 

"Dear Father, if we most be separated, Mess, 
Mess your grateful child*" 

The woAby Missionaiy, albeit accustomed to 
resign himself entirely to the will of Heaven, 
count scarcely command himself sufliciently to 
utter aload the blessiag that he implored upon 
her head; b(it Jbe shouts and cries of the com- 
batants were every moment approaching neanr, 
and seisiiigiiis staff, he went to the apecture in 
front of the lodge, in order to ascertain how the 
tide of conflict was turning. 

The lam oibject that met his view was the 
8g|ed Taaenund, who had fidlen in his hurried 
endeavour to rush to iheeombat, but was now 
partly supported and partly detained by his «wai1* 
ug wives and daughters^ while the tomahawk 
that had dropped iron his nerveless ana lay 
upon the ground beside him •, as soon as he saw 
Paul Midler, he called him, and said, ia a low 
voice, 

<<The breath of Tamenund is going: he has 
lived king enough ; the voices of ms iatners are 
calling to him from the &r hunting-fiekis; he 
will go, and pray the Gfeat Spirit to give the 
scalps of these snake-tongued Washashe to the 
knife of War^E^le." AAer a moment's pause, 
the old man contiqued: *'i know that the heart 
oi the Black Father is good to the Lenapd; he 
has been a fiiend of many days to the lodge of 
Tamenund; he must be a father to Olitipa; 
she is a sweet-scented flower; the Great Spirit 
has given rain aikd^iashine to nourish its growth, 
and its roots are deep in Tamenund's heart; the 
Black Father will not allow it to be trodden un- 
der the feet of Mah^a." While saying these 
words he drew from under his blanket a small 
enthem bag. the neck of which was 'Carefully 
closed wiCh Hgnmeots of deer*sinew that had 
been dipped in wax, or some similarly adhesive 
«ubstanee. ** This," he added, " is the medicine- 
bag of Olitipa; the Black Father must keep it 
wliien Tamenimd is gone, and, while it is safe, 
the steps of the Bad Spirit will not draw near 

Xba Miss^fistfoy took iha bag. Bad oaacaalBd. 
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It limMifatcljr mdn his v^Hit, belbre he had 
time i» reply to his aged friend, a lenrific cry an- 
noimeed that the .Osages had soceaeded in break- 
ing through the Delaware rankiL and a fearful 
scene €fi confusion, nluader, and massacre en- 
sued; the faithful Missionary hastened to the 
side of his trembling pupil, resolved to die in 
defending her from injury, while the air wa; rent 
by the sboois of the victors, and the yells and 
shrieks of those suflhring under their relentless 
fury. 

Mike Smith and his men plied their weapons 
with determined courage and resolution, and 
soversl of tbe Osages paid with their lives the 
forfeit of their darihg attack; still the survivors 
pressed forward, bearing back the white men bf 
tbroe of numbers, and allowing not a moment 
for the reloading of the fire-arms. The voiet of 
Mah^ga rose high above the surrounding din, 
and all seemed to shrink from the terrible weap- 
on which he wielded as if it had been a light 
cane or small-sword ; it was a short bludgeon, 
headed with a solid ball of iron, from which pro- 
truded several sharp iron spikes, already red with 
human blood. Mike Smitti ca Aie boldly forward 
to meet him, holding in his left band a dischar- 
ged horse-pistol, and in his right a heavy cutlass, 
with which last be made a furious cot at the ad- 
vancing Osage. The wary chief neither receiv- 
ed nor parried it, but, springing lightly aside, 
seized the same moooent for driving his heavy 
mace full on the unguafrded forehead of his op- 
ponent, and the unforconate woodsman dropped 
like an ox felled at the shambles; the fierce In- 
dian, leaping forward, passed his knife twice 
through (he prostrate body, and tearing off the 
sfealp, wavea the bloody trof^y over his head. 

Disheartened by the fall of their brave and 
powerful companion, the remaining white men 
offered but a feeble resistance, and the Osage 
chief rushed onwards to the spot where only 
some wounded Delawaresana a few devoted 
and half^rmed youths werfe gathered around 
the aged Tatnenuad, determined to die at his 
side. It is not necessaiy to pursue the sicken- 
inffdetails of 4he narrative^ 

The old man received his death-blow with a~ 
composed dignity worthy of his race, and his 
faithful followers met their fhte with equal hero- 
ism, neither expecting nor receiving mercy. 

The victorv was now complete, and both 
the scattered Delawares and the remaining white^' 
men fled for shelter and safety to the nearest 
points in the dense line of forest; few, if any. 
would have reached it had not tbe war-pipe of 
Mah^a called his warriors around him. rfone- 
dared to disobey the signal, and in a few minutes 
they stood before htm in front of the tent withh»- 
which the faithful Missionary stilt cheered and 
supported his beloved pupil. The fierce Osage, 
7;ountiB« over his followers,' fouiHi that fifteen ' 
were killed or mortally wounded; but the loss 
on the pan of their opponents was ranch heavier, 
without reckoning upwards of a score of prison- 
ers, whose hands and legs were tightly fastened 
with bands of withy and etm-bark. 

Mah6ga, putting bis head into the aperture of 
the tent, ordered Paul Mdller to come forth. 

''Resistance is unavailing," whisper^ the 
Missionary to the weeping girl; *'it will bo^ 
harder with thee if I obey not this cruel man* 
Practice now,jdear chikl,> the lessons that we 
have so often read together, aaid leave the issue* 
to Him who has prmnjscd- never to laavt nor 
|!biiBBkelhoia,«ho hcHtiii^ hlflDu" 
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'liMngBgiDg himseU' fsom the band tbal^ atili 
duDg 10 his garment, he we&t forth from the 
ceDt, aoi^ I before Ada^^ga. 
. That v^ chief was well aware, that both the 
Missionary >aDd his fair pupil had many warm 
friends among his own tribe ; there was, in fact, 
scarcely a family among them that had not ex* 
perienced from one or both some act of charity 
or kindness j he had resolved, therefore, to treat 
them without severity, and, while he assured 
himself of the person of Olitipa, to send her in- 
structor to some distant spot, where neither his 
advice nor his reproofs were to be feared. With 
this determination he addressed him briefly, as 
follows : 

*^ The Black Father will travel with my young 
men towards the east ; he is no longer wanted 
liere ; he may seek the lodges of the Lenape 
squaws beyond the Oreat River; he may ad- 
vise them to rem^Jn where they are, to dig and 
frow com, and not to come uearr the hunting- 
elds of the Washashe. My young men will 
travel three days with him ; 'they msty meet 
strangers ; if he is silent, his life is safe ; if he 
^aks, their tomahawk (kinks his blood : when 
tney have left him, his tongue and his feet are 
free. I have spoken." 

Mahega added a lew wsiH'ds in a lower tone 
to the yooUg warrior wlio was to execute his 
orders, and who, with two others, bow 6tood by 
his prisoner^, there was a lowering frown on the 
brow of the chief, and a deep meaning in his 
tone, showing plaitily that there would be dan-, 
ger in' disobeying the lettec of those conamands. 
Paul MiiUer, advancing a few steps, address- 
-ed the chief in the Delaware tongue, with which 
he knew him to be familiar. "Mah6ga is a 
great chief, and the Black Father is weak, and 
must obey him \ before he goes he will speak 
some words which the chief must lock up in his 
heart. He loves Olitipa; he wishes to make 
her his wife ; it may be, after a season, that she 
may look kindly upon him ; but she is not like 
other maidens: ste is under the care of the 
Oreat Spirit. Mahega is strong, but her medi- 
cine is stronger. She can hide the moon behind 
a cloud, and gather the fire of the sun as the 
daughters of the Washashe gather the river- 
waters in a vessel ; let the chief remember the 
Black Father's last words.. If Mahega protects 
Olitipa 'and what belongs to her in the tent, it 
may be better for him when the Great Spirit is 
angry ; if he offers her harm or insula he will 
-die like a dog, and wolves will pick his bones.** 
' The Missionary deliveved this warning with 
a dignity and solemnity so earnest, that the eye 
4of the fierce bnt superstitious savage quailed 
before him; and, pleased to mark the effect of 
his words. Pan IMiilter turned and left the spot, 
mattering, in his own tongue, to himself, ''God 
will doubtless forgive my endeavour to protect, 
through this artifice, a forlorn and friendless 
maiden, left in the haiids of a man so cruel and 
imscmpulous.'' 

In a few minutes the good Missionary had 

completed the slight preparation requisite for 

his journey, and, accompanied by his Indian 

^«scort, left the ruined and despoilea village with 

a heavy heart. 

As soon as Mah^ was somewhat recovered 
from the startling effect of Paul Miiller's parting 
address, he made his dispositions for the further 
movements of his band with his usual rapidity 
and decision ; he was well awa^ ttiat his peei- 



tktt wa» mom ime,Qi'gmt pm\,ikm,im *< 
time War«>Eagle aiwi his party woakl be^iafiinft* 

ed of all that had passed,, and voukl seek « 
bloody revenge ^ he Knew also that some of the 
fugitive Whites or Delawares might spedily 
arm a body of the inhabitants of the iremier 
against him, and that he would be altogether 
unable to maintain himself in the region that he 
now occupied. 

Under these circumstances he made up his 
own mind as to the course that he would pur* 
sue; and having first given all the necessary 
orders fbr the burial of the Osage dead and the 
care of the wounded, as well as for the securit^. 
of the prisoners, he called together the heads of 
his party, and, having laid beiore them bis plans, 
asked their advice, with a tone and manner 
probably resembling that with which, a few 
years later, Napoleon was in the habit of asking 
the counsel of his generals and captains : a tone 
indicating that his course behig already deter* 
mined, DOthiag was exuected of them but eoffl« 
plianee. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

War-Eagle ^d Reginald, with their Party,' punne the 

Dabeocahi. 

Wk left Reginald, and War-Eagle's pairty, io 
pursuit of the marauding band of Sioux horse- 
stealers. They continued their toilsome march 
with unabated speed until nightfall, when the 
trail was no longer distinguishable: they then 
halted, and while they ate a scanty supper, the 
mounted Delawares, who had been sent forward, 
returned, bringing with them two wearied horses 
which had escaped, in the hurried flight, from 
their captors. 

' War-Eag]e, summoning Baptiste to his side, 
questioned the young man closely as to the ap- 
pearance and direction of the trail. From theii 
answers he learnt that its course was north 
ward, bnt that it bore gradually towards ths 
east, especially after a brief halt, which the 
3ioux had made for refteshments ; a gleam shot 
athwart the dusky features of the young chief 
at this intelligence, but he made no observation, 
and contented himself with asking the' opinion 
of his more experienced companion. 

The Guide, taking off his hunting-cap, allowed' 
the evening breeze to play through the grisly 
hairs which were scattered, not too plentifully, 
on his weather-beaten forehead, as if his reflec- 
tive powers might thence derive refreshment ; 
but, apparently, the expedient was not, at least, 
on this occasion, rewarded with success, for, 
after meditating m silence for a few seconds, h« 
shook his head and owned that he saw no clue 
to the intentions of the party whom they were 
pursuing. The young chief had his eye still 
bent upon the ground, seemingly employed in 
observing a large rent, which the day's march 
had made in his mocassin; but the woods 
man read in the lines of bis intelligent counte 
nance that the mind was busily engaged in fol 
lowing a connected train of thought. 

After allowing a few minutes to pass in si"- 
lence, the- Guide, addressing his companion, 
said, "Can War-Eagle see the Dahcoiah path! 
It is hid from the eyes of Grand-H4che." 

*< The night is'dark, and the eyes cannot sea 
the traft', httt the wolf finds hi* war ^ (!>• 
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^roMnded MtM, ind tli# bloe dove Iteeps Imt 
«MirM to her nest • in the oiovntiin. The Great 
Spirit bae not made the Lenape warrior more 
ignorant than the bird, or the bniie ; War-Eagle 
knows the path of the Dahcotah dogs.*' He 
then bent dovrn towards the ear of Baptiste, and 
whispered to him long and earnestly in the Dela- 
ware tongue. 

" Capote-blae ! bat the boy is right,'* exclaim- 
ed the Guide, in his own mixed dialect ; *' the 
dogs have only taken this northern start to mis- 
lead us ; they are not making for the Missouri 
river, but intend to double back and join their 
Tillage, now lying to the eastward of us. The 
boy is right ; my brain must be getting as worn- 
out as my hunting shirt, or I should have under- 
Btood their drift. I see bis plan is to lie in cash* 
<br them on their return. Well, if he can make 
<mre of his game, I will say that he's fit to be a 
war-cbief, for these SiOux have a long start, and 
«be village must be many miles to the right." 

As he made these reflections half aloud, Regi- 
4ald caught their general bearing ; and though 
he had great confidence in the sagacity of his 
Indian friends, still he felt a chill of disappoint- 
ment at the idea that the pursuit was to be 
abandoned, for what appeared to him the hope- 
less chance of intercepting a small band of 
Sioux of whose course they were ignorant, in a 
boundless extent of prairie like that around him. 
He had, however, good sense enough to conceal 
an traces of his disappointment, knowing that 
on such an expedition there can be but one 
leader, and that, without unanimity and disci- 
pline, failure must ensue. 

War-£agle now called one of the young 
Lenape warriors to his side, and gave him brief 
instructions to the efifect, that he was to choose 
three others of the best runners of the party, 
and accompanied by the mounted Indians, to 
start with the earliest dawn on the Dahcotah 
trail, which they were to follow as close as pos- 
sible without discovering themselves. He then 
desired Reginald and Baptiste to divide the 
band into watches, and to sleep alternately, but 
not to move until he returned. 

Having given these few directions, without 
allowing himself either food or rest aAer a march 
of so many hours, he drew his belt tighter 
around his loins, and started on his solitary ex- 
cursion. Reginald watched the retreating figure 
of his friend until it was lost in the deepening 
^$loom, and turning to the Guide he said, 

*' Baptiste, I cannot but envy War-£agle the 
nossession of sinews that seem unconscious of 
' atigue, and eyes that require no slumber ! We 
fiave marched from daylight until this late hour 
without either rest or refreshment, and I confess 
f am very glad of this seat on my bufifalo-robe, 
tnd this slice of dried venison, with a draught 
'if water ; War-Eagle, however, walks otfhito the 
nrairie, as if he had just started fresh from re- 
pose, and Heaven only knows where, or for 
irnat purpose he is going." 

" Master Reginald," replied the Guide, throw- 
ing himself lazily down by the side of his young 
leader; "I will not deny that War-Eagle*s 
sinews are strung like the bow of a Pawnee, . 
for I have been on a trail with him before, and 

* An ezpre«don used by the Canndian bunten fbr an 
a»<-ush; the ''cache** it also famUlnr to nil readers of 



few eooM follow ft •OdOtair or •otraa; Inil them 
has been a time," be aJded, easting his eyes 
down on his worn and soiled leggins, ** when 
these limbs of mine would have kept me for ir 
week at the heels of the fleetest Dahcotah that 
ever crossed the country of the Stone-eaters.*' 
Those days are gone.' but when the gamers afoot, 
perhaps there may be younger men who might 
give out before old Baptiste, yet." 

As he spoke the eye of the Guide rested with 
a comic grin on Monsieur Perrot, who, with % 
countenance somewhat rueful, was endeavour- 
ing to masticate a crude pomme de prairief that 
one of the Delawares had given to him, with, 
the assurance that it was " very good !'* 

''I believe you, Baptiste," said Reginald, 
humouring the old hunter's pardonable vanity ;. 
'* I believe you, indeed, and if the Sioux ofiTer us 
a long chase, as appears likely, the crack of your 
rifle will be heard before tbe foremost of our 
party has come to close quarters with them ; . 
but you have not answered my question rela- 
tive to War-£agle's excursion during this dark • 
night." 

** He is gone,*' replied the Guide, " to examine- 
the ground carefully, perhaps even to approach . 
the northern border of the Dahcotah encamp- - 
ment ; he will then judge of the route by which 
these horse-stealing vagabonds are likely to rec- 
tum, and will choose a place for us to conceal ' 
ourselves for an attack." 

** I understand it all, Baptiste ; it seems to be 
a bold, well devised plan, if War-Eagle is^ only 
correct in his guess at their intentions ; roean-^- 
while let us post our sentries, and get what 
sleep we can, for to-moirow may be a busy day." 

They accordingly divided their party into 
watches, Baptiste and Perrot with one Indian 
taking the first, and Reginald undertaking the 
charge of the second. The night was gloomy, . 
and few stars were visible through the thick: 
clouds by which the heavens were overspread ; 
the men were partially sheltered by some stunt- 
ed alder-bushes which grew by tbe side of the . 
stream, with whose waters they had cooled their 
thirst, and those who were not destined to the . 
first watch soon fell asleep, lulled by the distant 
howling of a hungry pack of prairie wolves. 

Towards the close of Reginald's watch, about- 
an hour before daybreak, a dusky figure glided • 
with noiseless step towards the encampment ; 
the jToung man cocked his rifle, in order to be 
prepared against surprise, but in the next mo- 
ment recognized the commanding form of his 
friend, and hailed him by name. 

*' Netis !" replied tho chief, sitting down be- 
side him, and wringing the water from his leg- 
gins, which had been saturated partly by the 
heavy dew on the long grass through which h& 
had made his way, and partly by the streams 
which he had been obliged to ford. 
— - ■ - 

* The country of the Stone-enters, or, as they are called 
in their own language, the Asstneliolns. lliis la a branch 
of tbe Great Sioux tribe to the northward of the Mlasonrf 
river ; tbe region is peculiarly wild and bn)ken, and the 
Indians tnhalilUng It are fiuuous for their pedestrian as- 
tivlty and endurance. 

t Pommes de prairie are small mots, somewhat rasen 
bling white radii>hBB« that are found in great abundance In 
the Western Wilderness, being in some places the only 
esculent vegetable within a range of ^veral hundred 
miles ; when enten raw they are toiigii,*t8stelnss,and hard 



^ , ^^..^ .„ of dfgestlira, but if bulled or stewed, are loIersMy palsr 
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** Has my brother foand a path V* inquired 
Keginald in a whisper; *'has he been near the 
Dahcotah village 1" 

** He has/' replied the chief; "be has seen 
fheir lodges." 

** Can my brother find the path by which the 
horse- stealers will return V* 

'* He can guess, he cannot be sure," replied 
the young Indian, modestly. 

Here the conversation closed, and in a few 
minutes the little party were aroused'and a-foot, 
their leader being resolved that not a moment 
should be lost, as soon as there was sufficient 
light for pursuing the trail. 

When on the point of starting, Baptiste, ta- 
king War-£agle aside, whispered in his ear a 
few words, on which the latter appeared to re- 
flect seriously and somewhat in doubt; he 
nodded his head, however, and replied, ** Well, 
it is good." 

The Guide informed Reginald that at his 
own request he was to accompany the party on 
the trail. 

** You see, Master Reginald,'* he continued, 
" I am a true-scented old hound, and if these 
joung ones run too fast, I may perhaps help *em 
at a pinch ; then if we catch the scoundrels 
you will be in their front and we in their rear, 
and they will be as bad off as a Kentuclqr coon 
between two of old Dan Boone's cur-dogs. Re- 
member the signals," he added impressively, 
touching the bugle slung across his shoulder. 
'* We have not practised them of late, but I 
have forgot none of them ; they may do us a 
^od turn here ; stick close to War-Eagle, you 
are sworn brothers, and, according to Indian 
fashion, if he falls you must die with him or re- 
'venge him." 

** That wiU I, honest Baptiste," replied our 
hero ; " the Lenape shall not say that their 
chief was deserted by his adopted brother, neith- 
er will I forget the signals — ^farewell !" 

Here the two parties separated, that of Bap- 
tiste resuming their pursuit of the trail, and 
that of War-Eagle following in silence the rap- 
id strides of their young chief across the prairie 
to the eastward. He marched for several hours 
in silence— his brow wore an expression of 
thoughtfulness, and he stopped several times as 
if to scan the bearing and the distance of eve- 
ry remarkable elevation or object in the undu- 
lating prairie which they were crossing. It was 
sow about midday ; theji had walked since day- 
break without halt or food ; the rays of the sun 
were fiercely hot, and it required all the deter- 
mined energy of Reginald's character, to ena- 
ble him to endure in silence the heat and thirst 
by which he was oppressed ; as for Monsieur 
Perrot, he had contrived to secrete a small flask 
of brandy about his person, more than one 
mouthful of which, mingled with the muddy 
water of the pools which they passed had hith- 
erto enabled him to keep pace with the rest of 
the party, but he was now beginning to lag he- 
hind, and some of the Indians were obliged to 
urge and assist him forward. 

At this juncture War- Eagle suddenly stop- 
ped, and uttering a sound like a low hiss, 
crouched upon the ground, an attitude into 
which the whole party sunk in a moment. Lay- 
ing a finger lightly on Reginald's arm, he point- 
ed to the upper langa of a dia^t hill, saying, 



" There are men !" Our hero, abadjig hit eyes 
wuh his hand, looked in the direction indicated, 
but after a careful sarvey, he could see nothing 
but the faint green reposing in the sonny haaa> 
of noon ; he shook his head ; but War-£a^ 
replied with a quiet smile, 

"My brother saw the rifles behind the log 
near the Muskingum ;* his eyes are very trve, 
but they have not looked much at the prairie ; 
let him use his medicine glass-pipe." 

When Reginald had adjusted his telescope, 
he looked again to the spot on which the bright 
clear eye of War-Eagle was still rivetted like 
the gaze of a Highland deer hound, who has 
caught sight of a hart browsing on the further 
side of some wide and rocky glen. 

" By heaven, it is true!" he exclaimed. **J 
see them, one, two, three, mounted Indians ; 
they are at speed — and boflfalo are galloping be* 
fore them." 

" That is good," said War-Eagle ; " keep th9» 
glass-pipe before tbem, and say if they go out oi 
sight, or if more appear." 

Reginald did so : and after a few minutes, re* 
ported that they had disappeared over a n^gjb* 
bouring height, and that no others had oome in 
view. 

Upon this, War-Eagle rose, saying, ^Mf 
brother shall drink and restr«4here are shade 
and water not far." As be had said, half an 
hour's march brought them to a clump of stunt> 
ed alders, beside which flowed a stream, the 
waters of which were tolerably fresh and cool. 
Here they ate some dried boflfalo meat, and sat- 
isfied their thirst, after which they followed 
with renewed spirits their gay leader, whose 
iron and sinewy ftame seemed (like that of An- 
taeus of ok)) to gather fresh strength every 
time that his foot fell upon the earth. The 
prairie through which they now passed was ex* 
tremely hilly and broken, intersected by many 
steep and narrow ravines ; threading bis way 
amongst these, the chief frequently stopped to 
examine the footmarks which had been left by 
bison, or other .animals* and often bent his 
searching glance along the sides of the hilis 
around him. The only living creatures seen 
during the whole march were a few bulls, lazily 
cropping the prairie grass, as if conscious that 
their tough carcase, and burnt, soiled hides, 
rendered them at this season worthless to the 
hunters, who had driven from them the cows 
and the younger bulls of the herd. Emerging 
from these defiles, the party came to a broadef 
valley, the sides of which were very steep; 
along the bottom ran a stream of considerable 
magnitude, on the banks of which was a large 
tract of copsewood, consisting apparently of ai* 
der, poplar, and birch, and aflTording ample space 
for concealing a body of several hundred men. . 

Towards this wood, War-Eagle l6d the way » 
and when he reached a few bushes distant from 
it some hundred yards, he desired the rest ot 
the party lie still, while he went forward alon(» 
to explore. During bis absence, Reginald occu 
pied himself with examining through his glass 
the sides of the valley, but could see neithei 
roan nor any other living creature ; and wher 
War-Eagle returned and conducted them intc 
the wood, Reginald could read on his friend's 
countenance that he was in high spirits at bav 
ing reached tliia point undiscovered; 
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dUHl, tbey fouiMl a bmed trail, near which they 
-were earafuilj poaled by the chief, in such a 
•toanner that, themaelvea unaeeo, tbay oould 
eooimaaft a Yiew of any one paaaing along it. 

The party led by Baptiate was not lesa auo- 
eaaslid in oarryiagout the instructions given to 
them by War*£af le. After a rapid and toil* 
some maroh of many hours upon the Dahcoiah 
trail, they came at length in sight of their ene- 
mies ; although at a distaaoe -of many miles, 
the prudence and cautiott of the experienced 
aeout controlled the impetuous ardour of the 
young Delawaies, who were burning to revenge 
the inauH offered to their tribe. But Baptists 
was aware that to attack with his present force 
would be hopelesa, and be bent all his energies 
to oieep as near to the Sioux aa possible, so 
that he might be ready to daah in upon their 
rear, in case he should find that the ambuscade 
mi War-Eagle was SttosessfuUy laid; at the 
.Mima time, the hardy woodsman was determin- 
ed not to allow them, under any circumstances, 
to gain the village without making by day or by 
sight one bokl ^fort for recovery of the horses. 

A habit of self^oontrol was one of the distin- 
guishing features of the Guide's character ; and 
althoo^ faia hatrsd of the Sioux was fiense and 
inteiise, as we have seen in the earlier part of 
this tale» he now icondacted his operations with 
a eod dehheration that might almost have been 
JBiataken for indifihivnce ; selecting the most 
intailigent warrior among the Leaap^, he sent 
him forward to creep on the trail; he himself 
foUowed at a short distance ; then the other 
mnners at abort intervals, and the mounted In* 
•dians were desired to keep entirely out of sight 
in the rear. In this order they continued the 
pursuit ; and by the akilfnl selectioa of ground, 
and taking advantage of every trifling hill oar 
ravine over which they paased^he contrived at 
Jength to approadi as near as he deemed it pm- 
'dent to venture until he should see the nsultof 
4he stratagem devised by War-£agle 

"^■"■^^^^^"■■"""^ 

CHAPTER XXVII 

A deterted viniige in the WeitH^shega taartlm off 
Fnirie>blB4 uid «Qdo«v«un to baffle pvnuit. 

Wa must now shift the soene to the spot 
where the Dda ware Tillage bad been encamped. 
What a change had a few days produced ! Thd 
lodges of the chiefs, with their triangular poles 
bearing their shields and trophies ; the white 
tent of Prairie-bird, the busy crowds of women 
and children ; the troops of horses, the songs 
and dances of the wantQir»--a]l were gone ! and 
in their stead nothing was to be aeen but a flock 
of buzzards, gorging themsolyes on a meal too 
revolting to Iw described, and a pack of wolves 
snarling and quarrelling ovor the remains of th^ 
•unfortunate Lenape victims. 

On the very spot where the tent of Olitipa had 
been pitched, and where the marks of the tent 
poles were still easily recognised, stood a solita* 
ly Indian, in an attitude of deep musing; his 
ornamented hunting shirt and leggins, proclaim* 
•ed his chieftain rank; the rifle on which he 
leaned was of the newest and best workman- 
:ahip, and his whole appearance was singnlarfy 
-striking ; but the countenance was that which 
i¥ould have rivetted the attention of a spectator, 



had any been there to look upon it, for it iMena- 
ed in its gentle, yet proud lineaments, a deli- 
cate beauty almost feminine, with a high heroic 
sternness, that one could scarcely have thought 
it possible to find in a youth only just emerging' 
from boyhood : there was too a deep silent ex- 
pression of grief, rendered yet more touching by 
the fortitude with which it was controlled and 
repressed. Drear and desolate as was the scen^ 
around, the desolation of that young heart was 
yet greater ; father, brother, friend ! the beloved 
sister, the aflTectionate instructor ; worst of all, 
the tribe, the ancient people of whose chiefs 
he was the youngest and last surviving scion, 
all swept away at ** one full swoop !" And yfet 
no tear fell from his eyes, no murmur escaped 
his lip, and the energies of that heroic, though 
youthful spirit, rose above the tempest, whose 
fearful ravagea he now contemplated with stem 
and gloomy resolution. 

In this sketch the reader will recognize Win- 
genund, who had been absent, as was mention- 
ed in a former chapter, on a course of watching 
and fasting, preparatory to his being enrolled 
among the band of warriors, according to tho 
usages of his nation. Had he been in the camp 
when the attack of the Osages was made, there 
is little doubt that his last drop of blood would 
have there been shed before the lodge of Tame- 
nund, but he had retired to a distance, whence 
the war cry and the tumult of the fight never 
reached his ear, and had concluded his self-de- 
nying probation with a dream of happy omen; 
a dream that promised future glory, dear to evf> 
ery ambitious Indian spirit, and in which the tri- 
umphs of war were wiklly and confused^ blend- 
ed with the sisterly tones of OUtipa's voice, and 
the sweet smile of the Lily of Mooehanne. 

Inspired by his vision, the ardent boy return- 
ed in high hopea and spirits towards the en- 
campment, but when he gained the summit oi 
a hiU which overlooked it, a single glance suf- 
ficed to show him the destruction that had been 
wrought during his absence; he saw that the 
lodges were overthrown, the horses driven ofi!^ 
and that the inhabitants of the moving village 
were either dispersed or destroyed. Ilooted to 
the spot, he looked on the scene in speeclUess 
horror, when all at once his attention was caught 
by a body of men moving over a distant height 
in the western horizon, their figures being ren- 
dered visible by the deep red background af- 
forded by the setting sun : swift as thomht the 
youth darted off in pursuit. 

After the shades of night-had fallen, tho re- 
treating party halted, posted their sentries, lit 
their camp-fires, and knowing that nothing was 
to be feared from an enemy so lately and so to- 
tally overthrown, they cooked their meat and 
.tb%ir maize, and smoked their pipes, with the 
lazy indiflerence habitual to Indian warriors 
when the excitement of the chase or the fight 
has subsided. In the centre of the camp rose a 
white tent, and beside it a kind of temporary 
arbour had been hastily constructed from reeds 
and alderboughs; beneath the latter reclined 
the gigantic form of Mah^ga, stretched at his 
length and puflSng out volumes of hnnekenik* 

*i— ^iM^— .— I ■ ■ . . ■ II ■ II ■ . ^ 

* A mixture imd for flmoking by the Indiana of the Mis- 
souri; it is usually composed of tobacco, dried sumach 
leaf, and the inner baric of tbe white wUlov, eat saaU 
sad ailMdin Msrly evial propOBUans. 
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moM, wttb the setT-Mtlsfied complacency of 
eoocQss. 

Wiihin the tent sat Prairie-bird, her eyes 
meekly raised to heaTcn, her hands crossed up- 
on her bosom, and a small basket of corn-cakes 
being placed, untasted, upon the ground beside 
ner ; at a little distance, in the corner of the 
tent, sate her female Indian attendant, whom 
Mah^ga had permitted, with a delicacy and con- 
eideration scarcely to be expected from him, to 
share her mistress's captivity. He had also 
given orders that all the lighter articles belong- 
ing to her toilet, and to the furniture of her tent, 
should be conveyed with the latter, so that as 
yet both her privacy and her comfort had been 
faithfully secured. 

Guided by the fires, Wingenund, who had fol- 
lowed with unabated speed, had no difficulty in 
finding the Osage encampment; neither was 
his intelligent mind at a loss to apprehend what 
had occurred ; he had long known the riews 
and pfains entertained by Mah^ga respecting 
Prairie-bird, and when, from a distant eminence 
he caught a sight of her white tent pitched in 
the centre of a retreating Indian band, he un- 
derstood in a moment her present situation, and 
the disastrous events that had preceded it ; al- 
though he believed that both War-Eagle and 
Reginald must have fallen ere his sister had 
been made a captive, he resolved at all hazards 
to communicate with her, and either to rescue 
her or die in the attempt. 

Having been so long encamped with the Osa- 
ges, he was tolerably well versed in their lan- 
guage, and he also knew so well the general 
disposition of their outposts that he had no 
doubt of being aUe to steal into their camp; 
As soon as he had gained, undiscovered, the 
shelter of a dump of alders, only a few bowshots 
distant from the nearest fire, he stripped oflTand 
concealed his hunting shirt, cap, leggins, and 
other accoutrements, retaining only his belt, in 
which he hid a small pocket-pistol, lately given 
to him by Reginald, and his scalp-knife, sheath- 
ed in a case of bison-hide. Thus lightly arm- 
ed, he threw himself upon the grass, and com- 
menced creeping like a serpeut towards the 
Osage encampment. 

Unlike the sentries of civilized armies, those 
of the North American Indians frequently sit at 
their appointed station, and trust to their extra- 
ordinary quickness of sight and hearing to guard 
them against surprise. Ere he had crept many 
yards, Wingenund found himself near an Indian, 
seated with his back against the decayed stump 
of a tree, and whiling away his watch by hum- 
ming a low and melancholy Osage air ; fbrtu- 
nately, the night was dark, and the heavy dew 
had so softened the grass, that the boy's pliant 
and elastic form wound its onward way without 
•^ the slightest noise being made to alarm the lazy 
sentinel. Having passed this outpost in safety, 
he continued his snaky progress, occasionally 
raising his head to glance his quick eye around 
and observe the nature of the obstacles that he 
had yet to encounter ; these were less than he 
expected, and he contrived at length to trail 
himself to the back of Olitipa's tent, where he 
ensconced himself unperceived under cover of 
a large buffalo skin, which was loosely thrown 
over her saddle to protect it from the weather. 
His first object was to scoop out a few inches 
G 



of the turf below the edge of the tent, in order 
that he might conveniently hear or be heard by 
her without raising his voice above the Icwest 
whisper. 

After listening attentively fbr a few minutes, 
a gentle and regular breathing informed him 
that one sleeper was within ; but Wingenund, 
whose sharp eyes had already observed that 
there were two saddles under the buffalo robe 
which covered him, conjectured that her attend 
ant was now her companion in captivity, and 
that the grief and anxiety of Olitipa had proba- 
bly banished slumber from her eyes. To re- 
solve these doubts, and to effect the purpose ot 
his dangerous attempt, he now applied his 
mouth to the small opening that he had made 
at the back of the tent, and gave a low and al- 
most inaudible sound from his lips like the chirp- 
ing of a cricket. Low a^ it was, the sound es- 
caped not the quick ear of Olitipa, who turned 
and listened more intently, — again it was re- 
peated, and the maiden felt a sudden tremour 
of anxiety pervade her whole frame, as from an 
instinctive consciousness that the sound was a 
signal intended for her ear. 

Immediately in front of the lodge were stretch- 
ed the bulky forms of two half slumbering Osa- 
gee. She knew that the dreaded Mab^a was 
only a few paces distant, and that if some friend 
were indeed near, the least indiscretion on her 
part might draw down upon him certain de- 
struction : but she was courageous by nature, 
and habit had given her presence of mind. Be- 
ing aware that few, if any, of her captors spoke 
the English tongue, she said, in a low, but dis- 
tinct voice, " If a friend is near, let me hear the 
signal again I*' 

Immediately the cricket-chirrup was repeat- 
ed. Convinced now beyond a doubt that friend- 
ly succour was nigh, the maiden's heart throb- 
bed with hope, fear, and many contending emo- 
tions, but she lost not her self-possession ; and 
having now ascertained the spot wheace the 
sound proceeded, she moved the skins which 
formed her couch to that part of the tent, and 
was thus enabled to rest her head within a few 
inches of' the opening made by Wingenund be- 
low the canvass. 

'^Prairie-bird," whispered a soft voice close 
to her ear, a voice that she had a thousand 
times taught to pron9once her name, and every 
accent of which was familiar to her ear. 

"My brother!" was the low-breathed reply. 

" If the Washashe do not hear, let my sister 
tell all, in few words." 

As Prairie-bird briefly described the events 
above-narrated, Wingenund found some com- 
fort in the reflection that War-Eagle, Reginald,, 
and their band had escaped the destruction 
which had overwhelmed the Lenap^ village : 
when she concluded, he replied, 

•* It is enough, let my sister hope ; let her 
speak fair words to Mah^ga — ^Wingenund will 
find his brothers, tbey will follow the trail, my 
sister must not be afraid ; many days and nights 
may pass, but the Lenap6 will be near her, and 
Netis will be with them. Wingenund must 
go." 

How fain was Prairie-bird to ask bira a thou- 
sand questions, to give him a thousand cautions, 
and to send as many messages by him to her 
iQver i bat| trained in the eevere aohool ei Jm^ 
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dian, ditciplioe^ •he faitw that eveiy word spo* 
l^ei) or whispered increased the danger already 
incurred by Wingenund, and in obedienoe to bis 
Lint she contented herself with silently invoking 
tlio blessing of Heaven on the promised attempt 
to bo made by himselC and his beloved coadja- 
to 8 for ht^r rescue. 

That pale-faced maiden speaks to herself 
all through the night," said one of the Osage 
warriors to his comrade stretched beside him 
before the tent. 

*' I heard a sort of murmuring sound," replied 
the other ; " but I shut my ears. Mah^a says 
that her w >ids are like the voices of spirits ; it 
ia not good to listen! Before this moon is 
older I will ask her to curse P4ketshu, that 
Pawnee wolf who killed my two brotheis near 
the Nebraska.*** 

Profiting bT this brief dialogue, Wingenund 
crept from under the bufialo skin, and looking 
carefully around to see whether any new change 
had taken place since bis concealment, be found 
that several of the Osage warriors, who had 
been probably eating together, were now stretch- 
ed around the tent, and it was hopeless to at- 
tempt passing so many cunning and vigilant foes 
undiscovered. While he was noeditating on 
the best course to be pursued, hia attention was 
called to a noise immediately in front of the 
tent« which was caused by the horse ridden by 
Olitipa having broken from its tetbec and entan^ 
gled its legs in the halter. Springing on his 
fevAi Wingenand seized the leather thong, using 
at the. same time the expressiona coounoo 
among the Oseges for quieting a fractious horse. 

•< What is it r* exclaimed at once several of 
the Osage warriors, half raising themselves from 
their recumbent posture. 

** Nothing,** replied Wingenund, in their own 
tongue ; ** the pale-iaced squaw*s horse baa got 
loQse.** 

So saying he stooped leiaurcly down, and fiia- 
tened the laryette again to the iron pin, fiom 
which it had been detached. Having secured 
the horse, he stood up again, and stepped eooJ)y 
over several of the Osagea stretehed around thie 
tent ; and they, natural^ mistaking him (or one 
of their own party, composed themselves again 
to sleep. Thus be passed through the enoaanp- 
ment, when ^he again threw himself upon the 
ground, and again succeeded in eluding the vi- 
gilance of the outposts, and in reaching safely 
the covert where he had left his rifle and bis 
accoutrements. 

The active spirit of Wingenund was not yeti 
wearied of exertion. Seeing that the course 
taken by the Osagea was westerly, be went for^ 
ward in that direction, and having ascended, an 
elevated height commanding a view of the ad* 
ioining valleys, he concealed himself with, the 
intention of watching the enemy's march. 

On the following morning the Osagea started 
at daybreak, and marched until noon, when Ma* 
hega halted them, and put in execution the 

* Tlie IndlAnR belteve that some pennns have the pow- 
er of injiirinp, or even urkiUing others at a diiitiinee of many 
hundred miles, tiy chnniis and siiells: this belief In whch- 
erafi \» coiititHiiily noticed by Tanner and tithers, who 
have resided king ainnng thw Indiana, and it seems to 
have b(«n eHiifciully |irevnlent among, Uie Oggittewiiys 
and nthor norti^era trilies. In lllitftrntlor uf a similar no- 
tior In tlie eaKturn hemisphere* see Barrow's ZincaH, or 
tb^Jiyv^m 4if iagHte, .v«M* «bai^ U» «>. thr£vU Eye. 



plaa that he ha^knmA IW li tfein i ag oC umy 
pursuit that might be attempted. He bad 
brought four horsea from the Delaware enoanp- 
ment ; of these he netained two for the use of 
Prairie-bird and her attendant, and onlered Ihetr 
hoois to be covered with thick wrappem of bison 
hide ;* he selected also ten of the waniors, on 
whose courage and fidelity he could best do* 
pend ; the remainder of the band he dismissed, 
under the conduct of the Flying-arrow, with the 
remaining two horsea laden with a portion of 
the Delaware spoils and trophies, desiring them 
to strike off to the northward, and making a 
trail as distinct as possible, to reivucn by a oir» 
cuitous march to the Osage village. These or- 
ders were punctually obeyed, and Mab^a, hav- 
ing seen the larger moiety of his band start on 
their appointed routOi led off his own small 
party in a aouth«weaterly direction, through the 
hardest and roughest surface that the prairie^ 
afforded, where be rightly judged thai thahr 
trail could with diffici£y be followed, even by 
the lynx-eyed chief of the Delawarea. 

From his concealment in the diatanoOi Win-- 
genund observed the whole mancsuvre; and 
having carefully noted the very apot where the 
two trails separated, he ran back to tlie desert- 
ed. I^enape village to earry out the plan that he 
had formed for the purauit. On his way he 
gathered a score of pliant willow roda, and theso^ 
lay at his feet when he stood in the attitude of 
deep meditation, described at the oomroence* 
moot of thia ohafiter. He know that if War- 
Eagle and bis party returned ia safety from^ 
their expedition, their stepa would be directed 
a| oaoe to the spot, on which he now stood, and 
his first care wss to convey to them all the in- 
formation neceasary foe their guidanoe. Thia 
he waa enabled to <io by marking with his knife 
oa slips of elm bark variooa figurea and designs, 
which War-£agle would easily understand. To^ > 
describe these at length woukl be tedious, in a 
narrative such aa the present: all readers who- 
know anything of the history of the North Amer- 
icap Indiana being awara of their aagacity in 
the uae of these rude hieroglyphics ; it is sufll- 
cieat here to state, that Wmgenund was able ta • 
express, in a manner intelligible to his kinsman, 
that be hi-Q^lf marked the elm«-bark« that Olit- 
ipa was prisoner to Mahega, that the Osage^ 
trail was to the west ; that it divided, the broad 
trail to the north being the wrong oae ; and that 
he would bang on the right one and make more 
marks for War- Eagle to follow. 

Having carefully noted these particulars, he 
stuck one of his rods into the ground and fast- 
ened to the^ top of it his roll of elm-bark ; then 
giving one more melancholy glance at. the dea- 
olate scene around him, he gathered up his wil- 
low twigs, and throwing himself again upon the 
Osage trail, never rested his weary limbs until . 
the burnt grass, upon a spot where the party 
had cooked some bison-meat, assured him that • 
he was on their track ; then be laid himself 
under a neighbouring hush and slept soundly, 
trusting to his own sagacity fur following the 
trail over the boundless prairie before him. 

* This method of Imtfltnf punniit is not unfW^iientty 
resorted Ui Ihe by Indian Miumudem. The reader ot Shaic' 
npenre (and who Uiat can read is not 1) wMl rainembtr 
Lear*»— 

**lt were n delicate rtrntaiFpm to shoe 
A tiOQi^ «f hc«M «ab ftlt r» 
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While these eTente were paseing od the Mie- 
•onri Prairie, Paul Mailer having been escorted 
to the settlements and set free by the Osages, 
pursued his way towards St. Louis, then tbe 
aacleusuf Western trade, and the point whence 
all expeditions, whether of a warlike or commer- 
cial nature, were carried on in that region. 
He was walking slowly forward, revolving in his 
mind tbe melancholy changes that had taken 
place in the course of the last few weeks, the 
destruction of the Lenape band, and the captiv- 
ity of his beloved pupil, when he was overtaken 
liy a sturdy and weatherbeaten pedestrian, 
whose person and attire seemed to have been 
Tougbly handled of late, for his left arm was in 
a sling, various patches of plaster were on his 
face and forehead, his leggins were torn to rags, 
and the barrel of a ride broken off from the 
stock was slung over his shoulder. 

The Missionary, turning round to greet his 
fellow-traveller with his accustomed courtesy, 
encountered a countenance, which, notwith- 
standing its condition, he recognized as one 
that he had seen in the Delaware village. 

*' Bearskin, my good friend," said he^ hold- 
ing out his hand, and grasping heartily the 
horny fist of the voyageur, ''* I am right gla^ to 
see yoti, although it seems that you have receiv- 
ed some severe hurts ; I feared that you had 
fallen among the other victims of that terrible 
day." 

** I can^tdeny that the day was rough enough,*' 
replied Bearskin, looking down upon his wound- 
ed arm ; ** and the redskin devils left only one 
other of my party beside myself alive; we con- 
tnved to beat off those who attacked our quar- 
ter, but when we found that Mahega had broken 
in upon the rear, and had killed Mike Smith and 
his men, we made the best of our way to the 
woods, several were shot and scalped, two of 
us escaped ; I received, as you see, a few ugly 
scratches, but my old carcase is accustomed to 
being battered, and a week will set it all to 
righu." 

"You know," replied the Missionary, "that 
I have some skill in curing woulds. When we 
reach St. Louis we will take up our lodging in 
he same house, and I will do what I can to re- 
lieve your hurts. Moreover, there are many 
things on which I wish to speak with you at lei- 
sure, and I have friends there who will supply 
us with all that is needful for our comfort." 

While they were thus conversing, the tall 
spires of the cathedral became visible over the 
forest, which then grew dense and unbroken to 
the very edge pf the town, and in a few minutes 
Bearskin, conducted hy the Missionary was 
snugly lodged in the dwelling of one of the 
wealthiest peltry-dealers in the iamous frontier 
«ity of St, Louis. ' 



CHAPTER XXVin. 

An AmhiMeAde.— BcfflnaM Brandon ihida hts hone, and 
AS. Pernii nearly limeabis hetul.— While Indlao Pbiioe' 
ephy la iti(i|»lRye(l in one quarter, Indian oeduUty li ez- 
bibited In anoiber. 

Wb left War-Eagle and his party posted in a 
tisicket of considerable extent, in the centre of 
a vallpy through which he had calculated that 
the marauding band of Sioux would retura with 



the captured hones to their vllage ; long mtd 
anxiously did he wait in expectation of their ap- 
pearance ; and both himself and Reginald be- 
gan to fear that tbey must have taken some 
other route, when they saw at a distance an la 
dian, galloping down the valley towards them ; 
as he drew near, the head-dress of eagle's feath- 
ers, the scalplocks on his leather hunting shirt, 
and the fringes by which his leggins were 
adorned, announced him to the practiced eye of 
the young Delaware chief, as a Dahcotalf brave 
of some distinction ; but what was the aston- 
ishment of Reginald, at recognizing in the fiery 
steed that bore him, bis own lost Nekimi. Bjf 
an unconscious movement he threw forward his 
rifle over the log which concealed him, and was 
preparing to secure a certain aim, when Waih 
Eagle, touching his arm, whispered, *' Netis not 
shoot, more Daheotahs are coming, — noise of 
gun not good here, Netis have enough fight 
soon,—- leave this man to War-£agle, he give 
Netis back his horse." 

Reginald, although disappointed at not being 
allowed to take vengeance on the approaching 
savage, saw the pru&noe of his friend's counsel, 
and suffering himself to be guided by it, waited 
patiently to see how the Delaware proposed te 
act. Tbe latter, laying aside his rifle, and ari&- 
ed only with his scalp-knife and tomahawl^ 
crept to a thick bush on the edge of the broad 
trail passing through the centre of the thicket i 
in bis band he took a worn-out^ooassin, whioh 
he threw carelessly upon the track, and thes 
ensconced himself in a hiding-place which he 
had selected for his purpose. The Dahootah 
warrior, who had been sent forward by his chief 
to reconnoitre, and to whom Nekimi had beea 
lent on account of the extraordinary speed 
which that animal had been found to possesSk 
slackened his speed as he entered ihe thicket, 
and cast his wary eyes to the right and to the 
left, glancing occasionally at the sides of the 
hills which overhung the valley. 

The Delawares were too well concealed to be 
seen from the path, and he rode slowly forward 
until he came to the spot where lay the mooas* 
sin thrown down by War-Eagle. , 

** Ha !" said the Sioux, uttering a hasty ejacu- 
lation, and leaping from his horse to examine 
iu fashion. As he stooped to pick it up War- 
Eagle sprung like a tiger upon him, and with a 
single blow of his tomahawk laid the unfortu- 
nate warrior dead at his feet. Throwing Neki- 
mi's bridle over his arm, he drew the body into 
the adjacent thicket, and, having found in tbe 
waistband the small leathern bag in which the 
Indians of the Missouri usually carry the differ- 
ent coloured clays wherewith they paint them- 
selves, ho proceeded to transform himself into 
a Sioux. Putting on the Dahcotah head-dress 
and other apparel, aided by one of the most ex- 
perienced of his band, he disguised himself in a 
few minutes so efifectually that, unless upon a 
very close inspection, he might well be taken 
for the Indian whom he had just kilted. 

As soon as this operation was completed, he 
desired Reginald and the rest of the party te 
remain concealed, find if he succeeded in luring 
the enemy to the spot, on no account to fire 
until their main body bad reached the bush 
from which he had sprung on the Sioux. Hav- 
ing givea this io^lructioo, he vaulted on Neki- 
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ini*8 back, and retonied at speed to the npper 
pan of the Talley, from which direction he knew 
that the Dahcotahs must be approaching. He 
had not ridden many miles ere he saw them 
advancing at a leisurely rate, partly driving 
before them, and partly leading, the horses 
stolen from the Delawares. This was an oc- 

< casion on whicli War- Eagle required all his 
sagacity and presence of mind, for should he 

' betray himself by a false movement or gesture, 
not only would the enemy escape the snare laid 
for them, but his life would pay the forfeit of 
his temerity. Wheeling his horse about, he 
returned towards the thicket, and, afler riding 
to and fro, as if making a careful investigation 
of its paths and foot- marks, bo went back to 
the broad trail, and as soon as the foremost of 
the Dahcotahs were within a couple of hundred 
yards, he made the signal ''AH right,"* and 
rode gently forward through the wood. So 
well did his party observe the orders which he 
had given them, that, although he knew the 
exact spot where they were posted, and scanned 
it with the most searching glance of his keen 
eye, not a vestige of a human figure, nor of a 
"weapon could he detect, and a smile of triumph 
eurled his lip as ha felt assured of the suc- 
eess of his plan. No sooner had he passed the 
bush where the Dahcotah had fallen, than he 
turned aside into the thicket, and, having fas- 
tened Nekimi securely to a tree, tore off his 
Sioux disguise.^ and resuming his own dress 
and rifle, concealed himself on the flank of his 
parly. 

The Dahcotahs, who had, as they thought, 

. seen their scout make the sign of " All right," 
afler a careful examination of the wood, entered 
it without either order or suspicion; neither 
did they discover their mistake until the fore- 
most reached the fatal bush, when a volley from 
the ambuscade told among them with terrible 
eflTect. Several of the Sioux fell at this first 
discharge, and the confusion caused by this 
unexpected attack was increased by the panic 
among the horses, some of which being fright- 
ened, and others wounded, they reared and 
plunged with ungovernable fury. 

Although taken by surprise, the Dahcotah war- 
riors behaved with determined courage ; throw- 
ing themselves from their horses, they dashed 
into the thicket to dislodge their unseen foes, 
and the fight became general, as well as desul- 
tory, each man using a log or a tree for his own 
defence, and shooting, either with rifle or bow, 
at any adversary whom he could see for a m^ 
ment exposed. , The Sioux, though more nu- 
merous, were unprovided with efficient fire- 
arms ; and sensible of the advantages thence 
arising to their opponents, they made desperate, 
and not unsuccessful efforts to bring the fight 
to close quarters; Reginald and War-Eagle 
were side by side, each endeavouring to outdo 



^ ' * One of the most extraordinary specimens of the inge- 
Bulty of Uie tribes who inhabit the Great Missouri wil- 
derness, and who speak many langiiflfces, so difibrent that 
they can have with each other no verbal eommunicatlon, 
la the language of Signs, common to them all, by which 
Pawnees, Dahcotahs, Osages, Black-feet, Upsarnkas, or 
the Crows and other Western naUons, can understand 
each otiier quite miflicienUy for the ordinary purposef of 
their simple life. The sign for "all right** is made by 
holding the hand with the palm downwards, in a horl- 
ygntal poaitioii, and wmvluc ^t ilowly outwacdt. 



the other in feats of gallantry; and at the same 
time to watch over the safety of his friend. 

Monsieur Perrot caught the general spirit of 
the aflTray, and, as he afterward said pf himsell 
** fought like a famished lion !*' when, unluckily, 
his pistol snapped in the face of a Sioux war- 
rior, who struck him a blow that felled him to 
the earth. Stepping lightl]{ over the form of 
his prostrate foe, the savage, grasping a knife 
in his right hand, and seizing the luckless 
Frenchman's hair with his left, was about to 
scalp him, when the knife dropped from his 
hand, and he stood for a moment petrified with 
astonishment and horror. The whole head of 
hair was in his left hknd, and the white man 
sat grinning before him with a smooth and 
shaven crown. 

Letting fall what he believed to be the scalp 
of some devil in human shape, the affrighted 
Sioux fled from the spot, while Perrot, replacing 
his wig, muttered half aloud, " Bravo / ma bonne 
perruque ! je U dois mille remer^mens P* 

At this crisis, while the issue of the general 
combat was still doubtful, the sound of a bugle 
was heard in the distance, and the signal imme- 
diately answered by Reginald, who shouted 
aloud to War-Eagle, that Grande-H&che was at 
hand. Inspired by the knowledge of approach- 
ing reinforcement, the Delawares fought with 
renewed confidence, while the Dahcotahs, star- 
tled by the strange and unknown bugle calls, 
were proportionately confused and thrown into 
disorder. The panic among them was com- 
plete when the sharp crack of Baptiste's rifle 
was heard in the rear, and one of their princi- 
pal braves fell dead at the root of the tree which 
sheltered him from the fire of War-Eagle's party. 
Hemmed in between the two hostile bands, the 
Sioux now gave up all hope of concealment, 
and fought with the courage of despair ; but 
the resistance which they offered was neither 
effective nor of long duration. Baptiste, wield- 
ing his terrible axe, seemed resolved this day 
to wreak his fierce and long-delayed vengeance 
on the tribe at whose hands he had sustained 
such deadly injury ; and regardless of several 
slight wounds which he received in the fray, 
continued to deal destruction among all who 
came within reach. Nor were Reginald and 
War-Eagle less active in the fight ; the struggle 
was hand to hand ; the Sioux seeming to ex- 
pect no quarter, and being determined to fight 
while they could wield a knife or tomahawk. 

Their chief, a man of stature almost as power- 
ful as that of Mahega, seemed gifted with a 
charmed life, for although he exposed himself 
freely to the boldest of his opponents, animating 
his men by shouting aloud the terrible war-cry 
of the Dahcotahs,* and rushing to their aid 
wherever he found them giving way, he was 
hitherto unhurt, and bent every effort to destroy 
War-Eagle, whom he easily recognised as th« 
leader, and most formidable of the Delawares^ 
An opportunity soon offered itself, as War-£agle» 
was engaged with another of the Dahcotahs. 
The chief aimed at his unguarded head a bIov( 
that must have p ' fntal, bad not Reginald 
warded it off with •- cuUass ; the Indian turned 

* It is well known that every tribe has Its separalt 
war-cry ; that of the Dahcotah *s resembles the short angvy 
bark of a dog, but tbey utter ii with a pieitlng duriUneai 
ttuu leaden ft i«nific ia the ejBMme 
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"unoosly upon him, and a fierce omnlMit ensued, 
mi it was not of long duration, for ader tbey 
jiad exchanged a few strokes, a successful 
thrust stretched the Dahcotah chief upon the 
ground. An exulting cry burst from the Dela- 
wares, and the panic-struck Sioux fled in every 
direction. The pursuit was conducted with 
^e merciless eagerness common to Indian war- 
faxe, and as Reginald felt no inclination to join 
in it, hei^turned.bis cutlass to its sheath, and 
t)usied himself in securing all the horses that 
oarae within his reach. 

One by one the Delawares came back to the 
place of rendezvous, some bearing with them 
the scalps which they had taken, others leading 
recaptured horses, and all in the highest excite- 
ment of triumph. 

War-Eagle set free Nekimi, and led it towards 
its master. As soon as it, was near enough to 
hear his voice, Reginald called to the noble 
animal, which, shaking its flowing mane, came 
bounding and snorting towards him. He ca- 
ressed it for a short time, then vaulted upon its 
back, and was delighted to find that its spirit 
and strength had suffered no diminution since 
its capture. Again he dismounted,'' ^Ad Nekimi 
followed him unled, playing round him like a 
favorite dog. While he thus amused himself 
with his recovered steed, Baptiste sat by the 
side of a small streamlet, cleaning his axe and 
his rifle, and listening with a grim smile to Mon- 
sieur Perrot's account of the danger from which 
he had been saved by his peruke. In the midst 
of his narrative seeing some blood on the sleeve 
of his companion's shirt, he said, " Baptiste, you 
are surely wounded ?** 

** Yes," replied the other ; ** one of the red- 
skins gave me a smartish stroke with a knife in 
that skrimmage — ^however, I forgive him, as I 
paid him for it." 

** But would it not be better to attend to your 
wound first, and to your weapons afterwards V* 
'*Why, no, Monsieur Perrot, that isn't our 
fashion in the woods ; I like first to make the 
doctor ready for service, and then it will be time 
enough to put a little cold water and a bandage 
to the cut." 

The good-humoured Frenchman insisted upon 
his proposal, but had some difliculty in persuad- 
ing the rough Guide to let him dress the wound, 
which, though deep and painful, was not dan- 
gerous. 

On the following day War-Eagle returned 
with his triumphant party, and with the, rescued 
horses, towards the Delaware village, every 
bosom, save one, beating high with exultation. 
Reginald could scarcely control his impatience 
to relate to Prairie-bird the events of the sue* 
cessful expedition. The young warriors antici- 
pated with joy the beaming smiles with which 
they would be welcomed by the Lenape maidens ; 
while those of maturer age looked forward to 
the well-merited applause of their chiefs, and 
the fierce excitement of the war-dance with 
which their victory would be celebrated. Bap- 
tiste had satiated his long-cherished vengeance 
on the tribe which had destroyed his parents, 
and Monsieur Perrot prepared many jokes and 
gibes, which he proposed to inflict upon Mike 
Smith, and those who had not partaken in the 
^lory which be and his party had gained. 
, War^Eagle sioiM ahaifed not in the general 



joy ! Whether it was that he could not preTenl 
his thoughts from reverting to Prairie*bird, oc 
that he was oppressed by a vague and mysteri« 
ous presentiment of calamity, hia demeanour 
was grave, even to sadness, and the trophies 
of victory hung neglected from the fringes of his 
dress. 

Having taken the shortest route, they arrived, 
a few hours before nightfall, at a point where a : 
broad trail led direct tq the encampment ; and i 
War-Eagle, whose penetrating eye had marked 
his friend's impatience, and who never lost an 
opportunity of proving^to him the warmth of his 
attachment, said to him, 

" Netis should go forward and tell Tamennnd 
and the chiefs that the Lenape war-party are 
coming, and that the Dahcotah scalps are many. 
It will be a pleasant tale for the ancient chiefo, 
and it is good that they hear it from the mouth 
of the bravest warrior." 

This compliment was paid to him aloud, and 
in the hearing of the whole band, who signified 
their approbation by the usual quick and repeat- 
ed exclamation.* 

Reginald replied, "No one is bravest here; 
where War-Eagle leads, none but brave men are 
worthy to follow." 

The next minute Nekimi was in full speed 
towards the village ; and the Delaware band, 
with Baptiste and Perrot, moved leisurely for- 
ward afler him. 

Scarcely two hours had elapsed when a single 
horseman was seen riding towards them, ia 
whom, as he drew near, they had some difficul- 
ty in recognising Reginald, for his dress was 
soiled, his countenance haggard and horror* 
stricken, while the foaming sides and vvide-di- 
lated nostril of Nekimi showed that he had been \ 
riding with frantic and furious speed. All made 
way for him, and he spoke to none until he drew 
bis bridle by the side of War-Eagle, and beck- 
oned to him and to Baptiste to come aside. For 
a moment he looked at the former in silence 
with an eye so troubled, that the Guide feared 
that some dreadful accident bad unsettled bis 
young master's mind ; but that fear was almost 
immediately relieved by Reginald, who, taking 
his friend's hand, said to him, in a voice almost 
inarticulate from suppressed emotion, 

" I bring you, War-Eagle, dreadful — dreadful 
news." 

'* War-Eagle knows that the sun does not. 
always shine," was the calm reply. 

" £lut this is darkness," said Reginald, shud* 
dering ; ** black darkness, where there is neither 
sun nor moon, not even a star !" 

"My brother," said the Indian, drawing him- 
self proudly to his full height; "my brother 
speaks without thinking. The sun shines still,, 
and the stars are bright in their place. The 
Great Spirit dwells always among them ; a thick 
cloud may hide them from our eyes, but my 
brother knows they are shining as brightly a» 
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}) 



The young man looked with wonder and awe 
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*Thit exelamatimi rMemblet the English word **IIoW^' 
how," repented with a atroog a»|^irate and neat rai«idl^ i 
It seems common to all Indian naUons, for tlte author has 
heard It used by many different tribes, and it Is mentioned 
by Cbarievolz as being constantly uttered by the Natchez 
IlllBola» and other Indiaii nations, then Jwetllng near the- 
baoka of the MiiBifflppL 
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«pon th0 loftr ooQDtenance of this ttntanght phi*- 
loBopher of the wilderness ; and be replied, 
«< War-Eagto is right. The Great Spirit sees 
Ml, and whatever he does is good ! But some* 
times the oup of misfortane is so full and so 
bitter, that man con hardly drink it and live.'* 

** Let Netis speak all and conceal nothing." 
said the ehief: **wfaat has he seen at the vil- 
1" 

*< There is n» viUage /" said the young man in 
an agony of grief. "The lodges are over- 
thrown ; Tamenund, the Black Father, Olitipa, 
all are gone ! wolves and vultures are quarrel- 
ling over the bones of unboried Lenap^ !" 

As Reginald concluded his tragie narrative, 
an attentive observer might have seen that the 
muscles and nerves in the powerful frame of the 
Indian contracted for an instant, bat no change 
was visible on his haughty and commanding 
brow, as he stood before the bearer of this 
dreadfnl news a living impersonation of the 
stern and stoic philosophy of his race. 

'* War-Eagle," said Reginald, **can you ex- 
plain this calamity — do you see through it*— 
how has it happened V 

" Makegay*^ was the brief and emphatic reply. 

<* Do you believe that the monster has mur- 
dered all, men, women, and children V said 
Reginald, whose thoughts were fixed on Prairie- 
bird, but whose lips refused to pronounce her 
name. 

•*No," replied the chief; " not all, the life of 
Olitipa is safe, if site becomes the wife of that 
wolf; for the others, War-£agle eannot tell. 
The Washasbe love to take scalps, woman, 
child, or warrior» it is all one to them ; it is 
enough. War-Eagle most speak to bis people." 

After a minute*s interval, the chief according- 
ly summoned bis ihithfol hand around him, and 
in brief but pathetic language informed them of 
the disaster that had befhilen their tribe. Re- 
ginald could not listen unmoved to the piercing 
cries and groans with which the Delawares rent 
the air on receiving this intelligenoe, although 
his own heart was racked with anxiety concern- 
ing the fate of his beloved Prairie-bird. While 
the surrounding warriors thus gave unrestrained 
Tent to their lamentations. War- Eagle stood 
^ke some antiqae statue of bronze, in an atti- 
tude of haughty repose, his broad chest' thrown 
forward and his erect front, bearing the impress 
of an uneonquerable will, bidding defiance alike 
to th,e human weakness that might assail from 
"Within, and the storms of fate that might threat- 
en ^m without. The stern and impressive 
fiilence of his grief produced, ere long, its efieet 
Upon his followers ; by degress the sounds of 
-wailing died away, and as the short twilight of 
that climate was rapidly merging into darkness, 
the chief, taking Reginald*s arm, moved forward, 
whispering to htm in a tone, the deep and gloomy 
meaning of which haunted his memory long af- 
terwards, 

" The spirit of Tamenund calls to War-Ea- 
gle and asks * Where is Mah^ga V ** 

On the following morning War-Eagle rose 
«o hour before daybreak, and lead his party to 
the spot where the lodges of their kindred had 
ao lately stood, and where tbey had anticipated 
a reception Of honour and triumph. The chief 
strode forward across the desolate scene, seem- 
ingly insensible to its horrors ; faithAd to his 



determinatimt, all the eaergiea of lus nature' 
were concentrated in the burning thirst for re- 
venge, whioh expelled, fur the time, every other 
feeling from his breast. The Delaware war* 
riors, observant of the stern demeanour of their 
leader, followed him in gloomy silence ; and al 
though each shuddered as he passed ibe well- 
known spot where, only a few days t>efore, aa 
anxious wife had prepared his food, and merry 
children had prattled round his knee, not a 
groan nor a complaint was uttered ; but eveij 
bosom throbbed under the expectation of a ven* 
geance so terrible, that shoald be remembered 
by the Osages to the latest hour of their exis- 
tence as a tribe. 

War- Eagle moved directly forward to the 
place where the lodge of Tamenund and the 
tent of the Prairie-bird had been pitched. As 
they approached it Reginald felt his heart faint 
within him, and the colour fled from his cheek 
and lip. 

Baptists, taking his master*s hand, said to 
him, in a tone of vokc the habitual roughness 
of which was soAened by genuine sympathy^ 
** Master Reginald, remember where you are ; 
the eyes 4^ the Lenap6 are upon the adopted 
brother of 'their chief; they have lost fathets, 
brothers, wives, and children ; see how th^ 
bear their loss, let them not think Netis less 
brave than themselves." 

*' Thank you, thank you, honest Baptists,** said 
the unhappy young man, wringing the wood- 
man's horny hand ; ** I will neither disgrace mjr 
own, nor my adopted name; but who amon^ 
them can compare his loss with mine ! so young» 
so fair, so gentle, my own affianced bride, [hedged 
to me under the eye of heaven, and now in the 
hands of that fierce and merciless villain." 

At this moment a cry of exultation barst 
from the lips of War-Eagle, as his eye fell upoa 
the wand and slips of bark left by Wingenund. 
One by one the chief examined them, and de» 
ciphering their meaning witli rapid and unner- 
ring sagacity, communicated to his friend that 
the youth was still alive and free ; that Olitipa, 
though a prisoner, was well, and that a fine trail 
was open for them to follow. 

** I^t us start upon it this instant^** cried Re- 
ginald, with the re-awakened impetuosity of hie 
nature. 

<* Wai^Eagie must take much counsel with 
himself," replied tne chief, gravely. ** The an- 
cient men Of the Leriap^ are asleep, their bones 
are uneovered ; War-Eagle must not forget 
them ; but," he added, while a terrible fire shot 
from his dark eye, ** if the Great Spirit grants 
him life, he will bring Netii« within reach of 
Mahega before this young moon*s horn becomes 
a circle." * 

Having thus spoken, he resumed his scruti- 
ny of the ciphers and figures drawn upon the 
bark ; nor did he cease it until lie fully under- 
stood their purport ; he then called together his 
band, and explained to them his further plans, 
which were briefly these :— • 

He selected ten of the youngest and most 
active, who were to aocompany him, with Re- 
ginald, Baptiste, and PerroC, on the trail cf Ma- 
hega ; the remainder of the party, under the 
guidance of an experienced brave, were to fol- 
low the more numerous body of the Osage^, to 
hang oa their trail, and nevte vo leave 3t whiW 
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tbete nmainedn obaitee ot a hope of an ene- 
my's scalp. Tvro of the Detawarcs were at 
the same time despatched, one to seek the aid 
and sympathy of the Konsas and other friendly, 
or neutral tribes, the other to prowi about the 
woods in the neighbourhood, to collect any fu- 
gitives who might have escaped, and guide any 
party that might be formed, to aid in the medi- 
' tated pursuit. He also ordered the larger par- 
ty to gather the bones and relics of their ktn- 
••drecV and to perform the rites of fiepultore, ac- 
- cording to the custom of the tribe. 

While the ehief was giving these instmetions 
to the several parties above designated, Regi- 
nald sat musing on the very grass over which 
the tent of bis beloved had been spread ; no 
blood had there been spilt ; it had been spared 
the desecration of the vulture and the wolf; 
her spirit seemed to hover unseen over the 
.«pot; and Cutting bis eyeis, the lover fancied 
he could still bear her sweet voice, attuned to 
th 3 simple acdompafniraentofherMezican guitar. 

How long this waking dream possessed his- 
4Ben6e8 he knew not, but he was awakened from 
it by War-Eagle, who whispered in his ear, 
*• The trail of Mah^ga waits for my brother." 
'Ashamed of his temporary' weakness, Reginald 
-sprung to his feet, and thence upon tbe back of 
Nekimi> The ehief having chosen four of the 
Wrongest and best from the recaptured horses, 
one for the use of Perrot, the others for such 
•emergencies as might occur, left the remainder 
with the main body of the Delawares, and, ac- 
companied by his small party thoroughly well 
armed and equipped, started on the trail in pur- 
'fiuit of the C^ages. 

White these events were passing near the 
-site of the Lenap^ tillage, Mah6ga pursued his. 
-^westward eourse with unremitting activity, for 
although he felt Httfe apprehension from the 
broken and dispirited band of Delaivares, he 
knew that he was entering a region which was 
She hunting- ground of the Pawnees, Otoes, 
loways, and other tribes, all of whom would 
«)6onsider him a trespasser, and would be drs- 
{poeed to view his present expedition in the 
light of a hostile incqrsion ; for this reason, al- 
though he was amply provided with presents for 
£uch Indians as he might fall in with, from thie 
iplund^r of the Delaware lodges, he marched' 
Hrith the greatest rapidity and cantron, dnd 
'Hever relaxed his speed until he had passed 
that dangerous region, and had entered upon 
the higher, and, comparatively, less frequented 
Irtain, lying between the waters of the Nebras- 
ka, or riatte River, and the loWer ridges, known 
-by the name of the Spurs of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. 

During the whole of this tedious march the 
attention paid to the comfort of Olitipa by her 
wild and wayward captor was constant and re- 
spectful ; secure, as he thought, from pursuit, 
he had determined to gain her confidence and 
affection, and thus to share in that mysterious 
knowledge and power which he believed her to 
possess, and which he well knew that force Or 
*jia/8hne88 would never induce her to impart. 
Thus she remained continually attended by her 
-favourite Lita ; when the band halted for re- 
freshment, the choicest morsels were set apart 
for her use, and the young branches of the wil- 
low Qt poplar were gathered to shelter her from 



the sun. Matiega tardy' adiflreissed her, but 
when he drd^ott was in language calculated to 
dfiBpel all apprehension of present injury or in- 
sult ; and Pratrie-bird, remembering the parting 
counsel of the Missionary, replied to the haugh* 
ty chief's inquiries with courtesy and gentle- 
ness ; although she could not fielp shuddering 
when she remembered his former violehce,, and 
the dreadfld massacre at the Delaware vifiagc^ 
she felt deeply grateful to Heaven fur having 
softened 'the tiger's lieart towards her, and for 
having led him, by -means and motives un- 
known to herself, to consult her safety and her 
comfort. 

On one occasion during the march, Mah^ga 
availed himself of hev mysterions acquirements, 
in a manner that reflected great credit upon his 
sagacity, at the same time that it fnci^a^ed, in 
a tenfold degree, the awd with which she had 
inspired him and his adherents. They had 
made their usual halt at noon, by the side of a 
small stream ; Prairie-bird and her faithful Lita 
were sheit^ed from the burning raya of the 
sun by an arbour of alder-branches, which the 
Osages had hastily but not inconveniently, con- 
structed ; Mahega and his warriors being oc- 
cupied in eating the dainty morsels of meat af- 
forded by a young buffalo cow killed on the 
preceding day, when a latge band of Indians 
appeared on the brow of a neighbouring hill, 
and came down at full speed towards the 
Osage encampment. Mahega, without mani- 
festing any uneasiness, desired his men to pile 
a few of their most valuitble packages within 
the arbour of Olitipa, and to form themselves 
in a semicircle around, for its protection, their 
bows and rifles being ready for immediate use. 
Having made these dispositions, he waited the 
approach of the strangers, quietly cutting his 
buffalo beef and eating it as if secure of their 
friendly intentions. Having come within a 
hundred yards, they drew in their bridles on a 
signal from their leader, who seemed disposed 
to take a more deliberate survey of the party. 
From thdr appearance Mahega knew that they 
must beKme to ene of the wild roving trlbcii 
who hunt between the sources of the Platte 
and Arkansas rivers, but the name or designa- 
tion of thefr tribe he was at first unable to make 
o^it. Their weapons were bows and arrows, 
short clubs, and knives ; their dress, a hunting- 
shirt of half-dressed slcin, a centre-cloth of the 
same material, and mocassins on their feet, 
leaving the legs entirely bare ; the leader had 
long hair, clubbed at the back of his head, and 
fastened with sinew-strings round a wooden 
pin, to which were attached several stained 
feathers, which danced in the wind, and height- 
ened the picturesque effect of his costume. 

A rapid glance suflSced to show him that the 
new comers, although apparently busied about 
their meal without distrust, were not only 
well armed, but ready for immediate service ; 
nor did his eye fail to note the martial bearing . 
and gigantic proportions of Mahega, who sat v 
like a chief expecting the approach of an inferior, v 

Influenced by these observations, the leader 
of the roving t>and resolved that the first inter- 
course at least, should be of a peaceful nature^ 
prudently reflecting, that as his own numbers 
were far superior, the nearer the quarters the 
greater would be their tdvaiitage. Havtoc u^ 
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tered a few brief words to hit foUowen, be ad- 

Tanced witb a friendly gettore tovrards Mabe- 
ga, and the foliowing dialogue took place, in the 
ingenious language of signs before referred 
to:— 

MMgM.—'* What tribe are you r* 

tedder. — **Ari-ca-ri.* What are you, and 
' whither going ?" 

jji, — " Washashe, going to the mountains.'' 

L.^ti What seek you there V* 

M. — *' Beaver, otter, and grisly bear-skins." 

X.—** Good. What is in the green-branch- 
vngwam." 

if. — ^** Great Medicine— let the Aricara be- 
ware.*' To this the diief added the sign usu- 
ally employed for their most solemn mysteries. 

While this conversation was going on, the 
rovers of the wilderness had griwiually drawn 
nearer, not, however, un perceived by Mah^ga, 
who, throwing down a strip of blanket at a dis- 
tance of twenty yards from the arbour of Prairie- 
bird, explained by a sign sufficiently intelligible, 
that if the main body of them crossed that line 
his party would shoot. 

At a signal from their leader they again halt- 
ed; and Mah^a observed that from time to 
time thev threw hasty glances over the hill 
whence they had come, from which he inferred 
that more of their tribe were in the immediate 
> neighbourhood. 

Meanwhile their leader, whose curiosity 
urged him to discover what Great Medicine was 
contained in the arbour, advanced fearlessly 
alone within the forbidden precincts, thus placing 
his own life at the mercy of the Osages. 

Ordering his men to keep a strict watch on 
the movements of the Aricaris, and to shoot the 
first whom they might detect in fitting an arrow 
to his bowstring, Mah^a now lighted a pipe, 
and courteously invited their leader to smoke ; 
between every successive whiff exhaled by the 
latter, he cast an inquisitive glance towards the 
arbour, but the packages and the leafy branches 
baffled bis curiosity; meanwhile the prelimi- 
naries of peace having been thus amicably in- 
terchanged, the other Aricar|is cast themselves 
from their horses, and having given them in 
charge to a few of the youngest of the party, 
the remainder sat in a semicircle, and gravely 
accepted the pipes handed to them by order of 
Mah^ga. 

That chief, aware of the mischievous propen- 
sities of his new friends, and equally averse to 
intimacy or hostility with such dangerous neigh- 
hours, had bethought himself of a scheme by 
which he might at once get rid of them by in- 
ispiringthem with superstitious awe, and gratify 
himself with a sight of one of those wonders 
which the Missionary had referred to in his last 
'^ warning respecting the Prairie-bird. It was 
not long before the curious Aricara again ex- 
pressed his desire to know the Great Medicine 
contents of the arbour. To this Mahega replied, 

i' A woman," adding again the sign of solemn 
mystery. 

** A woman !" replied the leader, in his own 

* Arlcam. This tribe Is bgr descent a branch of the 
peat Pawnee naUon, to whose langtinge Uieir own still 
bears a cloee resemblance ; they are usually known among 
western travellers by the naoie of Riccarees, and the 
French call them **Les]Us;" they are avNsy predatfliry,: 
idldp siul U^evish isf^. 



tongue, ezprassiog in hit ooantenanoothe aoom 

and disappointment that he felt. 

"A woman," repeated MahAga, gravdy^* 
"but a Medicine Spirit. We travel t6 ti» 
mountains; she will then go to the land of 
spirits." 

The Aricar& made here a gesture of impatient 
incredulity, with a sign that, if he could not see 
some medicine-feat, he would believe that the 
Osage spoke lies. 

Mahega, desiring him to sit still, and hia own 
party to be watchful, now approached the ar- 
bour, and, addressing Prairie-bird in the Dela- 
ware tongue, explained to her their present situ- 
ation, and the dangerous vicinity of a mischiev- 
ous, if not a hostUe tribe, adding, at the same 
time, 

*' Olitipa must show some wonder to frighten 
these bad men." 

" What is it to Olitipa," replied the maiden, 
coldly, " whether she is a lO'isoner to the Osage, 
or to the Western Tribe 1 perhaps they wouki 
let her go." 

"Whither!" answered the chief. <*Doe8 
Olitipa think that these prairie wolves would 
shelter her fair skin from the sun, or serve and 
protect her as Mah^a does 1 if She were their 
prisoner they would take from her everything 
she has, even her Medicine Book, and make her 
bring water, and 6arry burdens, and bear children. 
to the man who should take Mah^a's scalp." 

Bad as was her present plight and her future 
prospect, the poor girl oould not help shudder- 
ing at the picture of hopeless drudgery here pre- 
sented io her eyes, and she replied, 

*^ What does the Osage Chief wish 1 bon 
should his prisoner frighten these wild men 1" 

"The Black Father saM that Olitipa could 
gather the beams of the sun, as our daughteia 
collect the waters of a stream in a vessel," saitf 
the Chief, in a low tone. 

Instantly catching the hint here given by her- 
beloved instructor, and believing that nothing 
done in obedience to bis wishes could be in it- 
self wrong, she resolved to avail herself of thin 
opportunity of exciting the superstitious awe of 
the savages, and she replied, 

" It is good. Let Mahega sit by the strange 
men ; Olitipa will come." 

Hastily winding a party-coloured kerchief in 
the form of a turban, around the rich tresses of 
her dark hair, and throwing a scarf over her 
shoulder, she took her small bag, or retieule, in 
her hand, and stepped forth from the arbour. 
Such an apparition of youthful bloom, grace, and 
beauty, extracted even from the wild leader of 
the Aricaras, an exclamation of astonished ad- 
miration. Having seated herself upon a finely- 
painted bison rube, placed for her by Lita, she 
waited gravely until Mah6ga should have pre- 
pared the stranger chief for what was to follow. 

It was now scarcely an hour a^r noon, and 
the sun shone full upon them, with bright and 
excessive heat ; Mahega, pointing upward, ex- 
plained to the Aricara that the Woman-Spirit 
would bring some fire down from that distant . 
orb. He could not give any further information, 
being totally ignorant of the nature of the won- 
der tv) be wrought, and as anxious to witness il 
as r..A wild chief himself. 

''.Where will she place it 1" inquired. 
, "In the chief's hand»" replied the q^aideik 
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whose intelligeiit rond bad Kmg Aince, during 
ber reaidence with the Delawarea, become 
famOiai with the language of signs. 

The two leaders now explained to their fol- 
lowers, in their respective tongues, the great 
xneidicine which they were about to see ; and 
the latter, forgetful alike of distrust and precau- 
tion, cVowded with irresistible curiosity about 
the spot, Mahega alone preserving his habitual 
self-command, and warning those nearest to 
him to be prepared against treachery or surprise. 
The only ornament worn by the Aricara leader 
was a collar, made of dark blue cloth, adorned 
with porcupine quills, and girt with the formid- 
able claws of the grisly bear. This collar, being 
at once a trophy of his prowess, and a proof of 
its having been gained among the Rocky Mouu-: 
tain traders, (from whom alone the cloth could 
have been procured in that remote region,) was 
highly prized both hy the owner and his follow- 
ers, and was, therefore, as well as from it colour, 
selected by Prairie-bird as a fitting object on 
which to work her " medicine wonder." She 
desired him to take it from his neck and to pl^e 
it on the grass, with bis hands below it, that no 
fire might come near it. When he had complied 
with her request, she drew from her bag a burn- 
ing-glass, and, carefully adjusting the focus, held 
it over the dark blue cloth, in which ere long a 
hole was burnt, and the astonished leader's 
hand below was scorched. 

It is impossible to depict the wonder and awe 
of the attentive savages , they looked first at 
her, then at her glass, then at the sun ; then 
thc^ re-examined the cloth, and ascertained that 
it was indeed burnt through, and that the smell 
of fire still rested on the edge of the aperture. 
AHer this they withdrew several paces from the 
spot, the leader inquiring with submissive signs 
whether .he might replace the collar 1 to which 
inquiry the maiden gravely bowing assent, re- 
tired again into the arbour. For some time a 
profound silence ensued, the Osages being as 
mueh awe-struck as the Aricaras ; even Mahega 
himself was not proof against the prevalent feel- 
ing of superstitious terror ; and thus, while de- 
siring Prairie-bird to terrify others, he had un- 
consciously furnished her with a mysterious and 
j)Owerful check upon himself. 

It was not long before the Aricar&s rose to 
take leave, — their chief presenting Mahega with 
a fine horse ; and receiving in return sundry 
ornaments and trinkets, of no real value, but 
highly prized from their rarity in that wild and 
desolate region. As they withdrew, they cast 
many a furtive glance at the arbour and lt» 
mysterious tenant, seemingly glad when they 
found themselves at such a distance as rendered 
them safe from her supernatural influence. On 
their return to their own people, they related, 
with considerable exaggeration, the wonders 
which they had witnessed; and Prairie-bird 
was long afterwards spoken of in the tribe by a 
name equally impossible to print, or to pro- 
nounce, but which, if translated into English, 
would be, **The Great-Medicine-Daughter-of- 
the-burnmg-Sun ?" 

After this adventure, Mahega pursued his 
nninterrupted way towards the spurs of the 
Rocky Mountains; his manner and hearing 
towards Prairie-bird being more deferential 
than ever, and the passion that he entertained 



I for her being checked and awed by the miracck 
'loos power that she had displayed; he stiK 
nourished strong hopes of being able ultimately 
to gain her affection, but in the- meantime re- 
solved to turn her supernatural skill to good 
account, by frightening such wild roving bands 
as they might fall in with, and extorting from 
their superstitious fears valuable presents in 
horses and peltry. 

Meanwhile, the maiden^s observant eye had 
marked the effect upon Mahega produced by the 
burning-glass, in spite of his well-dissembled 
indifference, and she secretly determined thai 
the chief use that she could make of such exhi- 
bitions as were calculated to excite superstitions 
awe among Indians, should be to maintain the 
command over Mahdga, which she was con 
scions she now possessed. 

During the whole of this long and toilsome 
march, the faithful and indefatigable Wfngenund 
hovere4 over the trail at such a distance as 
never to be perceived by any of the party, and 
left at occasional intervals a willow-rod, or a 
slip of bark, so marked as to be a sure guide to 
an eye less keen and sagacious than that of 
War-Eagle. His only food was dried undressed 
buffalo meat ; his drink, the stream where the 
Osages had slaked their thirst; his bed, the 
barren prairie ; he made no fire to scare away 
the prowling wolves, that yelped and howled at 
night round his solitary couch, his only protec- 
tion from their ravenous hunger being a tuft of 
damp grass, over which he rubbed some powder 
from his flask. Twice was he descried and 
pursued by roving bands of Indians, but oa 
both occasions saved himself by his extraordi- 
nary fleetness of foot; and the moment that 
the immediate danger was over, renewed liis 
weary and diflScult task. 

Cheered by his deep affection for his sister,, 
encouraged by the approval which he knew 
that his exertions would meet from War-Eagle- 
and Reginald, and, more than all, stimulated by 
the eager desire to distinguish himself as a 
Delaware chief on this bis first war-path, the 
faithful youth hung over the long and circuitoue 
trail of his enemies with the patience and uner- 
ring sagacity of a bloodhound — and though she 
saw him not. Prairie-bird felt a confident assu- 
rance that her beloved young brother would be 
true to his promise, and would never leave nor 
desert her while the pulses of life continued to- 
beat in his affectionate heart. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 




EthelalrMi vWts St. I»a1f, wliert he niie: 
aa old aeqiialntanea, aad ondt ft a fcw a 
than he had ooDtamplated. 



During the occurrence of the events relatea 
in the preceding chapters, the disputes and 
difficulties attending the distribution of peltriea 
among the different fur companies at St. Louis 
had rather increased than diminished, and Eihel- 
ston had found himself compelled, however un- 
willingly, again to bid adieu to Lucy, and take 
a trip to the Mississippi for the arrangement of 
his guardian's affairs' in that quarter; a cnnsid* 
erable portion of the fortune that he inherited 
from his father was invested in the same spe 
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talatiofi, ktti 1m toiiM not, wKhout inettrring 
the d Qr|;e of calpable negligence, teave it in 
the hfl^ids of others at a great distance, many 
of whofe'c interests might perhaps be at variance 
ymih th(«se of Colonel Brandon and himself. 

He h>d been only a short time in St. Louis, 
when oi « day on passing the cathedral, he met 
two me I, whose appearance attracted his at- 
tention. \ The one was past the meridian of 
life, an rihe benevolent tboaghtfnlness of his 
counte lanhe accorded well with the sober snit 
of Mr.k that indicated the profession to which 
he b .longed ; the other was a stont, square- 
bttiU man, evidently cast in a coarser mould 
than his conxpanipn, but apparently conversing 
wKh him on terms of friendly familiarity. After 
looking steadily at this second, Ethelston felt 
ranvinced that he was not mistaken in address- 
flg him, ** Bearskin, my good friend, how come 
fou to oe in St. Louis 1 I thonght you were 
Misy, bear and buffalo hunting with ray friend 
Reginald, among the Delawares of the Mis- 
^uri V* 

'* Ha ! Master Ethelston," replied the sturdy 
Toyageun "I am right glad to see your face 
here. We have been in some trouble of late, 
and instead of our hunting the bears, the bears 
has hunted us." 

" I see you have been hi some trouble,'* said 
Ethelston, -noticing for the first time the boat- 
inan*s scars and bruises; *'but tell me," he 
added, hastily catching him by the arm, *' has 
any evil befallen my friend, my brother Regi- 
nald 1" 

" No harm that I knows of," replied the other ; 
*' hut I must say that things wem*t what a mail 
night call altogether pleasant, where I left him." 

<' What !" exclaimed Ethelston, with an in- 
dignation that he made no attempt to conceal, 
«« yon left him in danser or in difficulties, and 
oan give no account of him! Bearskin, I would 
not have believed this of yon, unless I had it 
from your own lips !" 

•• Master Ethelston," answered the justly of- 
fended voyageur, " a man that goes full swing 
^wn the stream of his own notions, without 
heeding oar or helm, is sure to run athwart a 
snag ; here's my worthy friend here, Paul Mul- 
ler, and though he is a preacher, Pll hold him 
•as honest a man as any in the Territoiy ; he 
can tell you the whole story fV-om one end to 
t'other; and when he's done so, perhaps you'll 
be sorry for what you've said to old Bearskin." 

"I am already sorry," replied Ethelston, 
moved by the earnest simplicity of the scarred 
and weather-beaten boatman. "I am already 
sorry that I have done you wrong, but you will 
make allowanoe for my impatienee and anxiety 
eeneerniog my brother's fktet" (Ethelston al- 
ways spoke of Reginald as his brother, for he 
had a secret and undefined pleasure in so doing, 
as it implied his union with the sister of his 
friend.) Paul Miiller, easily guessing from the 
tew words that had passed that the person now 
addressing Bearskin was the Edward Ethelston 
of whom Reginald had so often spoken to him, 
said, 

** Sir, you certainty did an injustice to Bears- 
skin, in thinking him capable of deserting a 
friend in need ; Imt the apology you have offered 
IS, I am sure, sufficient to satisfy him. The 
intelligence which I have to communicate rea- 



peeting RegtnsM Brsndim and his party is ija 
some Tespects exceedingly melancholy^; if yoa 
will accompany me to our lodging, which is 
just at hand, I wOl explain it to you in full, 
meanwhile, rest satisfied with the assurance 
that, to the best of our belief, your friend is safS» 
and well in health." 

As soon as they had entered the house; Bear- 
skin, forgetting the hasty words which had so 
mufh hurt his feelings, busied himself *n p<re» 
paring some refreshment for Ethelston, wh ilo the 
Missionary related to him all that had occurred 
since his friend joined the Delaware encamp- 
ment. He did not even conceal from him the 
violent passion that the latter had conceived 
for Prairie-bird, and the despair with which, qu 
his return to the village from the Sioux expedi- 
tion, he would learn the destruction of her kin-, 
dred, and her own captivity among the Osages. 

** Indeed, my good sir," said Ethelston, '* I 
must freely confess that this portion of your in- 
telligence is the only one that brings with it any 
comfort ; the fate of Mike Smith and his com- 
panions, and the destruction of the unoflending 
Delawares, are disasters deeply to be lamented, 
but surely, the fact of the Osage chief having 
carried off the Indian maid^ whom you caU 
Prairie-bh'd, and who seems to have exercised 
such a strange fascination over Reginald Bran- 
don, can scarcely be regretted : for she will 
be more likely to find a congenial mate among 
the Red-skins, and a bitter disappointment will 
be spared to my excellent guardian, Colonel 
Brandon." 

** I know not, my son," answered the Mis- 
sionary mildly ; "the ways of Providence are 
inscrutable, and it does frequently happen, as 
you say, that events which we lament at the 
moment, aflbrd afterwards just grounds for re* 
joicing ; nevertheless, I cannot view this mat- 
ter exactly as you do, for I have known the 
maiden from her childhood, and she is a more 
fitting bride for a christian gentleman, than for 
a heathen warrior.'* 

" I did, indeed, hear the Colonel, and the oth- 
er members of the tamily at Mooshanne, say, 
that the Delaware V'^nth who so bravely de- 
fended the life of Reginald at the risk of his 
own, had spoken in th^* highest terms of praise 
respecting bis sister, the Prairie-bird, as if she 
were a being of a superior race ; but you, my 
good father, are above the prejudices which 
darken the minds of these Indians, and yon 
must therefore know, that whatever may be her 
beauty and amiable qualities, she is, after al( 
the daughter of a Delaware chief, and as such, 
could not be a welcome inmate of my guardian's 
house." 

" Nay, my son," replied the Missionary, " she 
is but the adopted child ot the venerable Dela* 
ware who lately fell in the massacre which I 
have related to you ; she was not of his blood 
nor of his race ; such qualities and nurture as 
she possesses have been in some measure the 
fruit of my own care and toil. Were it not 
that you might mistake my language for that of 
boasting, I would say, that although the prai- 
rie has been her dwelling, and a Lenap^ tent 
her home, she does not in her education faE 
far short of your maidens in the settlements^ 
who' have had greater advantages of instrtiO' 
tion." 



THE PBAiRI£-BIRD. 



t07 



The con^rersation was here interrupted by the 
-^entrance of a oe^ro wit|i refreshment, preceded 
by Bearakin> bearing in -his hand a bottle of 
French brandy, of which he v^Mjvied, .not with- 
-out reason, the excellent qua)i!t^« and flavour ; 
but EtheUton continued to converse in an un- 
dertone with.the Missionary, his countenance 
evincing every raotnent increaseji eagerness 
and interest in the subject of their discourse, 
\vhich so absorbed his attention, that be never 
noticed the honest boatman's repeated attempts 
to call his attention to the refreshment which 
he had prepared. Even Paul Mulier was unable 
to comprehend this sudden change in his man* 
ner, and his vehement desire to know all the 
most minute particulars respecting a person of 
whom he had spoken a few minutes before in 
terms of disparagement, but be attributed it to 
the interest which he took in his friend's select- 
ed bride, and satisfied his curiosity to the best 
of his ability. 

When all his many and rapidly uttered 
questions were answered, Eihelston rose from 
his seat, and abruptly took his departure, say- 
ing, as be left the ^oom, ** Thanks, thanks, my 
..good friends, you shall see me again ere long," 

*' Indeed, I care not much how long it may be 
before I see his &ce again,'* said Bearskin, 
sulkily. " Hdre have I l^en bothering myself 
to makePompey bring up these cakes and fruttSy 
and I have opened a bottle of Father Antin's 
best brandy, and he goes off without tasting 
with us, or so much as taking a drop to wash 
down the ill words whioh were in his mouth a 
while since !" ' 

'* Nay, my good friend,'! replied the Mission* 
ary, '' be not hasty to censure Master Ethetston, 
for be is a true and zealous friend to Reginald 
Brandon, and the news from the west seema 
to have affected him with much anxiety and 
-alarm.*' 

" That's all very well for you learned folk," 
^aid the unpacified boatman, '* hut we don't do 
^things aller that fashion on the river-side ; and 
for all he's the son of aa old friend of the Colo- 
nel'Sy when he comes this ^My again he's like to 
hear something of my notion of his manners." 

'* What sort of character bears he at homeV 

** Why, to tell the truth, his charaetev's in* 
^different good ; I nevar heard of hia bein* rude 
or onciviMike before." 

** Well, then, Bearskin, if he comes here 
again, give him an opportunity for explaining 
his sudden departure, before you take orexipresa 
any offence at conduct of whk»h you may dot 
rightly understand the motivea-r-come, my good 
-friend, clear your brow, and let us partake with 
gratitude of the excellent eheer that you have 
provided." 

Thus saying, the Misstbnary placed tnmself 
with his companion at table, and the iU-temper 
>of the latter was dispelled by the first glass of 
Father Antin's cQgniac. 

Afler this interview with Paul Mulier, Ethel- 
ston pursued the business which bad brought 
him to St. Louis with such yigoor and energy, 
that at the close of a week's negotiation he was 
able to inform Colonel Brandon that- by sacrific- 
ing a smallportton of the disputed claim, he had 
adjusted the matter upon terms whioh he trust- 
ed his guardian would iM>t consider dlBadvaata- 
Ceotts i his letter oonoluded Ihin v. 



" Having now 6X]vIalned these traniraetioiiiv 
and informed yoa in atotber letter of the m^- 
ancholy fate of Mike Smith, and aome^ of his 
companions, I must announce to you my inten 
tian of setting off immediately in search of 
Reginald, with the best-appointed force that T 
can collect here, for I am seriously apprehensive 
for his safety, surrounded as he is by rovina 
tribes of Indians, with some of whom he an3 
his party are at ppen war, while the band of 
Delawares, upon whose friendship' be might 
,have relied, is almost destroyed. As it may be 
a work of«some time and difficulty to find Regi 
nald in a region of such boundless extent, I 
must entreat you not to feel .uneasy on my ac- 
count^ should my absence be more protracted 
than I would wish it to be, for I shall be aocon^ 
panied by Bearskin, and other experienced trap- 
pers; and I kDow that even Lucy -would have 
no smile for me on my return, jf I came back 
to Mooshanne, without making every exertien 
to extricate her brother from the difficulties in 
which these unexpected incidents have iirvolved 
him." 

By the same post Ethelston wrote also toin« 
form Lucy. of his resolution, and though she Mt 
extremely vexed and anxious on account of tiie 
lengthened absence which it foretold, still she 
did him the justice in her heart to own that he 
was acting as she would have wished him to 
act. 

Not a day passed that he did not consult wifli 
Paul Mulier, and also with the mestexperienoed' 
agents of the fur companies, in order tl.at he 
might provide the articles most reqvistte for his 
contemplated expedition, and secure the seiri- 
ees of men thoroughly tmined and accustomed 
to mountain and prairie life. 

In this last respect he waa fertonateenmigh te 
engage a man named Pierre, a half-breed from 
the Upper Miasouri, whose life bad been speol 
among the moat remote trading-posts, whera 
his skill as a hunter, as well as in interpreting 
Indian languages, was held in high estimatieo. 
Bearskin, who waa almost recovered from his 
wound, and from bis abort fit of ilMimhour wldi 
Etbelstoo, agreed te join the party, and the 
good Missionary resolved to brave aU dai^ers 
and fatigues, in the hope of rerjotaing, and per- 
haps of being instremental in rescuing, hie bew 
loved pupil. 

With unwearied industry and eiBOrtw*^ Bibei- 
ston was able, in one week subsequent to the 
date of his letter, to leave St. Louis in search of 
bia friend, attended by eight hardy and experi- 
enced men, all of whom, exoepting the Mission^ 
ary, were well armed, and flirnished with ex- 
cellent horses, mules, and every necesaary for 
their long and arduous undertaking. 

Guided by Bearskin, they reached, without 
accident or .ad venture, the sitfB of the desolate 
Lenap^ villa^bj in the Osage^cou^try, and there 
fell in with one of the youog Bei^ares detach- 
ed b^ War-Eagle to observe what might be 
passing in the neighbourhood : from this }outh 
they learnt that War-Eagle and Reginald, with 
a small party, had gone westward in pursuit of 
Mahegan, and that the larger body of the sur- 
viving Delawares wete on the trail of the more 
nnmecotts band of the treacherous Osages. 

Ethelston wished to go on at once in seareb 
of hia fiieady bol tte youth iaaiated that hft 
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thoold first awist hit tend in talcing rengeance 
on their enemies. Promisee and threats proved 
equally onavailing, and after the Missionary had 
exhausted all his eloquence in endearouring to 
jNTomofe peaee, he was himself compelled to as- 
sure Ethelston that his only chance of finding 
the trail of his friend in a spot so intersected 
by multitudinous paths, was to accede to the 
terms proposed by the Indian ; he concluded 
in those words : 
*• Doubtless the conduct of these Osages was 



that they deserre punishment, but I would fain 
have left them to the chastisement of a higher 
power. I know, howcTer, that I cannot change 
the notion of retributive justice entertained by 
the Indians ; and although I cannot prevent re- 
taliationi my presence may soften the severities 
by which it is usually accompanied ; at all events 
I will not shrink from the attempt, especially 
as it is the only means by which we can pos- 
sibly hope to trace those in whose safety we are 
so deeply interested." 

Ethelston could not press any further objec- 
tion, and his party, under the guidance of the 
young Delaware, was soon in rapid motion 
upon the trail of the larger body of the Osages, 
who were, as it may be remembered, already 
pursued by a band of Lenape warriors. 

Towards the dose of the second day's march, 
Ethelston and his party met the latter returning 
in triumph from a successful pursuit of their 
enemies, whom they had overtaken and sur- 
prised before they could reach the main body of 
the Osage village. The attack was made by 
nigit, and the Delawares had taken many scalps 
without the loss of a single man ; but their 
number was not sufficient to justify their re- 
aoBMittg in the neighbourhood of a force so much 
sopeiior to their own, so they had retreated to 
the sonthwavd, and were now on the way to 
their former village, where they intended to 
perform more at leisure the funeral ceremonies 
dtte tu their aged chief, and those who had been 
killed with/ him, and to appease their unquiet 
spirits by offering at then graves the trophies 
taken during their late expedition. A few of 
the most daring and adventurous entreated per- 
mission to join Ethelston's band in his search 
Amt War-Eagle, their favourite leader ; nor was 
he by any means sorry to grant their request, 
justly considering the addition of ten well-arm- 
ed I^nap6 warriors as a most deshrable rein- 
forcement to his party. 

As soon as the selection was made, they 
separated at once from the remaining body of 
Delawares, and, guided by the youth before 
mentioned, threw themselves upon the trail of 
Mah^ga and his pursuers. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

« 

fM Ongea encamp near the base of the Rocky Moan 
tains.— An unexpected vUitor arrives. 

AvrcB parting with the Aricar&s, Mah6ga 
travelled westward for many days over that 
barren and desolate region Jying between the 
sources of the Platte and Arkansas rivers, with- 
out falling in with any other Indians ; his fiarly 



had been on several hunting excursions to tb» 
Rocky Mountains, in the course of which h* 
had been mora than once engaged with the 
Shiennes, Crows^ and other tribes, whose names 
have of late years become familiar to the gene- 
ral reader, but who were then known only to 
the few adventurous spirits who had pushed 
their way into that wild and dangerous coun> 

try. 

Prairie-bird, attended by her faithful Lita, and 
mounted on her high-mettled and sure-footed 



blood-thirsty and treacherous. I cannot deny pony, was placed near the centre of the Hne of 



march, and Mah^gan himself always brought u|^. 
the rear, that being the post usually occupied by 
an Indian chief on all occasions, excepting when 
engaged in attack or pursuit of a foe. 

The maiden seemed to have resigned herself 
composedly to her captive condition ; and if she 
still harboured thoughts or projects of escape^ 
none could detect them in the quiet observant 
eye with which she noted the new and interest- 
ing objects presented to her view. They had 
already passed the chain of hills known as the 
Ozark range, and leaving the Black Hills to the 
northward, were crossing the sandy elevated 
plain which lies between them and the Rocky 
Mountains ; the sand of this district is of a red- 
dish hue, and in many places the hollows and 
small ravines are incrusted with salt, which 
gives them, at first, the appearance of being 
covered with snow ; large masses of rock salt 
are also of frequent occurrence, and give to the 
waters ef all the smaller tributaries of the Upper 
Arkansas a brackish and briny taste. 

One evening, a little before sunset, Prairie- 
bird checked her horse, to enjoy at leisure the 
magnificent panorama before her ; and even the 
suspicious Mah^ga forbore to interrapt her en- 
joyment of its beauties, contenting himself with 
viewing them as reflected on her own lovely 
countenance. To the northward was an abrupt^ 
crag of sandstone rock, towering above the 
plain over which the party were now travelling ; 
its rugged outline broken into a thousand fis- 
sures and rents, probably by the might of a. 
rushing torrent in hy-gone years, frowned like 
the turrets and battlements of an ancient feudal^ 
castle, and the maiden^s fancy (recurring to 
some of the tales which had found their way 
into her slender library) peopled its lofty to were 
and spacious courts below with a splendid best 
of chivalry, fairest and foremost among whom 
was the proud and martial figure of Reginald' 
Brandon ! 

Brushing a teardrop from her eye, she fivert- 
ed it from the castellated bluff, and turned it, 
westward, where was spread a gradually as-' 
cending plain, covered with cedars, pines, and~ 
rich masses of various forest growth ; far be-^ 
yond which the Great Peak, highest of the 
Northern Andes, reared its majestic form, the 
setting sun shedding a flood of golden light^ 
upon the eternal snow reposing on its crest. 
With admiring wonder, Prairie-bird, to whom . 
the dread magnificence of mountain scenery^* 
was new, gazed on the mighty landscape stretch- 
ed out before her ; she held her breath as the 
rays of the sinking sun changed the golden flee- 
cy haze around the distant peak to a rosy hue, 
and soon again to a deeper saffron tint : anrl- 
when, at last^ it disappeared behind the rocky 



was guided by a griok and acanedwairJox^wbo I barrier in the W6lt, Prairfie^bi^l covered her 
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aeyes with her haiids, as if t» enjoy orer again 
ID memory a scene of sucn surpassing beaaty. 

** Yes/' she exclaimed lialf aloud ; ** many o' 
the worlcs of man are wonderful, and the fictions 
of his fsincy yet more marvellous, even visions 
such as rose before my imagination, when con- 
templating yon rugged, craggy height, hut what 
are they when compared to the living wonders 
of creation 1 Almighty Creator — merciful Pa- 
'ther ! Thou hast led the steps of thy feeble 
and helpless child to this wild and remote 
moantain solitude ! it is filled with Thy pres- 
ence ! Thou art her protector and guide — ^her 
trust i/s in Thee !" 

Mah^ga gazed with awe on the maiden as, 
with parted lips, and eyes upturned to the glow- 
ing western heaven, she seemed to commune 
■with some unseen mysterious being ; and the 
other Indians,' watchful of their leader^s coun- 
4enance, kept at a respectful distance until her 
short reverie was past, when the party resumed 
their march towards the spot chosea for the 
evening encampment. 

The journey over the ascending sandy plain 
before mentioned occupied several days, at the 
end of which they reached the opening of a fer* 
t^e valley, sheltered on three sides by steep 
ridges, well covered with wood, and watered by 
a clear stream ; far as the eye could reach, the 
plain to the southward was studded with vast 
berds of buffalos graSting in undisturbed securi- 
ty ; the timid antelope bounded across the dis- 
tant prairie; and aa the travellers entered the 
valley the quick eye of Mahega detected, on the 
Telvet turf stretched beneath the northern ridge, 
numerous tracks of the mountain deer and of 
the argali, or big-horn, a species of goat, the 
-chamois of the Rocky Mountains, found gener- 
ally among the most rugged cliffs and precipi- 
ces ; to the scenery of which his long beard, 
bright eye, and enormous twisted horn give a 
^vild and picturesque e^ect. Mahdga was so 
struck with the singular advantages offered by 
this valley, both as affording a sheltered camp, 
ample pasturage for the horses, and a plentiful 
supply of game, that he resolved to take up 
there his summer quarters, and in selecting the 
. spot for his encampment displayed the sagacity 
and foresight peculiar to his character. 

About a mile from the point where the valley 
-opened upon the plain, there was, at the base 
of the northern ridge, a curved and sechided 
^verdant basin of turf, the entrance to which was 
80 narrow and so well shaded by overhanging 
trees that it was not visible from any distance, 
and could not be approached on any other side, 
owing to the precipitous height of the crags by 
which it was surrounded ; on an elevated peak 
or promontory, immediately above the opening 
which led to this natural lawn, grew a number 
of thick massive dwarf cedars, from under the 
shade of which a clear sighted man could com- 
mand a view of the whole valley, and give early 
notice to those encamped below, of the approach 
of danger. Having satisfied himself that by* 
posting a watchman there he could secure him- 
self against the unperceived attack of any foe, 
Mahega left three of his most trustworthy inen 
in charge of Olitipa, and having despatched the 
remainder of his party to kill buffalo, proceeded 
to make a careful scrutiny of the valley, in or- 
der to asoerUun whether theie weie signs of 



9 Indians in the neighbourhood, and wbether, in 
the event of his heing compelled to shift his 
quarters, he could find ajiy deisie through whici^ 
it might be practicable to effect a retreat. 

For three whole days he pursued his seardh 
with unremitting toil, during which time he as- 
certained that there were no visible traces of 
Indians being near, and that three miles higher 
up the valley there was a transverse opening in 
the northern ridge, which led to another and a 
larger valley, through which flowed a river of 
considerable magnitude. In the mean time the 
Osages had not been idle, and, although little 
pleased to perform menial services, such as are 
usually left to their women, they pitched the 
tent of Olitipa with much taste, at the foot of a 
huge rock, and between two lefty pines ; next 
to it they constructed, at a distance of only a 
few yards, a lodge for their chief, by stretehing 
double plies of buffalo hide over bent poles cut 
after their fashion ; and again beyond that they 
raised a larger and ruder skin lodge for them- 
selves ; the guitar and the few moveables be- 
longing to Prairie-bird were carefully piled in 
her tent, and, as a watch was stationed at the 
opening to the valley, she was free to wander 
as she pleased among the trees which bordered 
the edge of the lawn on which they were en- 
camped: 

" Surely'' said the maiden, easting her eyes 
upward to the beetling crags above, and then 
letting them rest upon the green turf at her 
feet, ** if it be God's pleasure that I should be a 
captive still, he has granted me, at least, the 
favour of a goodly prison wherein to dwell." 

She observed, with gratitude, the change that 
had taken place in the demeanour of Mahega 
towards herself; so far from being harsh or vi- 
olent, he was respectful in the highest degree, 
and, whether the change was owing to his fears, 
or to more creditable motives on the part of the 
Osage, she followed the advice tendered by the 
missionary, by treating him with courteous 
gentleness. Whenever he addressed her it was 
in Delaware ; and her perfect familiarity with 
that tongue rendered it easy for her to make 
sooh replies as the occasion might demand, 
sometimes ambiguous, sometimes mysterious, 
but always such as were not calculated to irri» 
tate or ofiend his pride. 

Venison and buffalo meat aboundea in the 
Osage camp, the choicest morsels being al- 
ways set apart for the use of Prairie-bird ; and 
Lita gathered for her various kinds of berries, 
which are plentiful in that region, some of them 
resembling the gooseberry, the serviceberry 
and others of excellent flavour ; there was also 
found an esculent root, called by the Indians 
" o-ka-no-mi^^^ of a farinaceous quality, which 
the Comanche girl had often seen On her native 
plains, and from which, when she had beaten 
and pulverized it between two flat stones, she 
baked a kind of cake; that was by no mean^n- 
palateable. «. 

The Osages had now been encamped nearly 
a week on this pleasant and sheltered spot, di- 
viding their time between their two favourite 
occupations of hunting and smoking ; neither 
had any fresh Indian trail been discovered to 
arouse their suspicion or their watchfulness. 
Before retiring to rest, it was usual for Mah^ 
to come before the tent of Prairie-bird; md 
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ah6b rnmac of thehalpia— wttof her sUmiiion, 
cwne forb ta meet hiin, raoeiving with gvarded 
^ourtety tbe fin« oomplimento which he thought 
fit to ptLy her, and replying in a tone which, ai- 
though not directly encouraging to hia hopea, 
was calculated to aoothe tbe irritation which 
her former treatment of him. and the recoUec* 
tion of hia unaucceaaful alroggle with Reginald, 
had left upon hia mind. 

And here we may pauae to obeerre how the 
atrange contradictiona that are found in the 
human character, frequently produce a line of 
conduct which would, at first sight, appear irre- 
Goncileable with all probability, and yet, which 
la in athct accordance with the aecret workings 
of tbe wayward will by which it is directed. 
Thus Mahega, when he first became smitten 
with the beauty of Prairie*bird in the Delaware 
camp, where she was surrounded by friends 
and protectors, wooed her with the rough im- 
petuosity of his nature, tmd, finding hia advanoea 
rejected, he reaorted, as we have seen, to brutal 
Tioienoe, his passion being so much heightened 
by the obstacles which it encountered, that, in 
order to gratify it, he provoked that quarrel 
with the Delawarea in which so much blood, 
both of bis own people and of hia allies, had 
been already shed. Now that he was trium* 
phant, and felt secure of the person of his ca|>* 
tive, a new and ardent desire had arisen within 
him, a desire to compel her to love him. In 
this pursuit, also, his proud and haughty spirit 
led him to anticipate auccesa, and thus, for a 
time, the darker and more malignant feelings 
of his bosom slumbered undisturbed. 
« One evening, when he had held his onstomary 
talk with Prairie-bird, he retired to hia lodge 
and tbe maiden to her tent, where she took up 
her long-neglected guitar, and ran her fingers 
carelessly through its strings. Lita sat by her 
aide, braiding the front of a pair of moeoassins 
with suined quills of the porcupine, and, al- 
though neither sigh nor tear betrayed her feel- 
lags, Prairie-bird, whose heart now led her in- 
toitively io dive into that of her companion, 
saw that sad and busy thoughts were there ; 
the Comanche girl, proud and reserved as she 
was with others, had been won by the gentle- 
ness of her mistress, to entertain for her an at- 
tachment, that was now strengthened and ce- 
mented by the trials and dangers which they 
..had shared together; it might, indeed, be sup- 
p«Bed that, as both were now captives of the 
ohief of another tribe, the relation of mistress 
aod servant bad ceased, yet Lita seemed to 
think otherwise, and her attendance upon 
Prairie-bird was, if possible, more devtrted than 
before. 

" Foi whom are yc*j ornamenting those moo- 
eassios, Lita T' inquired the latter, with a sad 
smile. 

•* For whom !" repeated Lita, casting up her 
darl^eyes, and fixing them on her mistress as 
i'sne would read her soul. The tone in which 
Jae exclamation was uttered, and the look by 
which it was aocompanied, assured Prairie-bird 
iluit her conjectures were well founded. 

When the heart is full, one overflowing drop 
tails the contents of the golden chalioe ; and 
from the .wo words spoken by her companion 
OHtipa gathered her meaning as well as if abe 
iMid Tepliod, Via thero any other being on 



I earth hot one^ for whom I oaa ho hiairting 

tbem r» 

Tbe Yoiee of Prairie-bird trembled with a 
oonscious fellow-feeling, as she said, ** Lita,-^ 
ask not to know your secret, but I pray to tho 
Qreat Spirit so to direct the steps of him Unr 
whom those moccassins are made, that he may 
receive them at your hands, and wear them for 
your sake !'' 

On hearing these words a deep Mush came 
over the face and neck of the Comanche girl ; 
a word of kindness had touched a spring, which 
in her wihl and wayward nature would havo 
been unmoved by fear or by violence, and she 
threw herself into the arms of Prairie-bird, 
giving vent to loog^soncealed emotioos, in a 
flood of tears. 

Scarcely had ahe regained her composure, 
and resumed her braiding, when the quick ear 
of Prairie-bird caught the sound of a low chirrup, 
like that of a grasshopper, ck)se at the back of 
the tent ; ahe remembered to have heard that 
signal before; the blood fied from her cheek, 
and she held her breath in agitated silence; 
again the sound was repeated, and Prairie-bird 
stole to the oomer of the tent whence it pro- 
ceeded, and stooping her head, said, in Eoglish, 
«* If Wingenund Is there, let him speak." 

** My sister !" whispered the soft voi^ of the 
youth in reply. 

** 'Tis he ! 'tia my dear young broiher him* 
self!" 

*« Is aU quiet. Prairie-bird V* 

** All is quiet." 

<* Then Wingenund will pull ool one of these 
tent-pegs, and creep in below tbe canvass^ — he 
has much to say to his sister." 

In spite of ihe emotion caused by her hrother*s 
sudden appearance, and by the recollection that 
if discovered his life would certainly be forfeited. 
Prairie-bird retained sufllcient presence of mind 
to continue passing her fingers through the 
chords of her guitar, in order to drown the 
noise made by Wingenund in removing the fas- 
tenings and eflTecting his entrance below the 
tent. At length he stood before her, and after 
gaxing aadiy, ibndly on his countenance for a 
few moments, she fell upon his neck and wept I 
The figure was indeed that of her favourite 
brother, but oh, how changed since she had last 
seen him ! Cold, wet, sleepless nights, fatigue 
and hunger, had all combined to wear and ex» 
haust a frame which, although cast in Nature's 
fairest and most gracetul mould, bad not yet 
reached the enduring strength of manhood ; his 
once gay attire was aoiled and ragged, the moo- 
oassins on his feet were of undressed bison* 
hide, torn, and scarcely affording any protection 
against the stones and thorny plants with which 
that region abounds ; his light bow, with a few 
arrows still hung at his back, and the huntings 
knife at his girdle ; thia was all that remained 
of the gay accoutrements with which he had 
been adorned in the Osage village ; yet, al- 
though the frame was emaciated, and the cheeks 
sunken, the proiul lustre of his eye told of a 
spirit unquenched by suffering, and rising supe- 
rior to the trials which had almost destroyed its 
earthly tenement. Prairie-bird longed to ask 
an hundred questions in a breath ; how he had 
come 1 whether he had^seen or learnt anything 
of War-Eagle and of Reginald 1 but affectionato 
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otfmpMtf on IbrlMT f^ng lirollier'ft n$A eond^ 
tion overoomtfig every oiher feeling, slie taid 
to Mail ** Dear, dear Wingenand, you are wea- 
Tied to death, sit by me and rest; yon iare 
starved, are you not 1*' 

*• Wingenund has not eaten for two days," 
replred the youth, seating himself gently at his 
Bistorts side. 

Fortunately, more than half of the evening 
meal, apportioned to Pi-airie-bird and Lita, re- 
mained untouched in the tent, and the latter 
instantly set before the youth some well- cooked 
c&kes and bison-meat, luxuries such as had not 
passed his lips for many a day ; and having also 
placed a vessel of water within bis reach, she 
went, with the intuitive delicacy and sagacity 
of her sex, towards the opening of the tent, so 
Mi to afford Prairie-bird an opportunity of speak- 
ing unrestrainedly to her bn)ther, and at the 
aame time to secure them as far as possible 
against interruption. Wingenund, with all his 
heroic patience and self-denial, was a young 
half-starved Indian, and the delicacies set before 
him vanished in a few minutes, as if they had 
heen placed before a famislied wolf. Prairie- 
bird otlbred him a draught of water, adding, 
'.with an affectionate smile, "My brother, 'tis 
well that there is no more meat, a full meal is 
dangerous after so long a fast !" 

** It is erioogh,** replied the youth ; ** Winge- 
anod is well now^** 

** Tell me, then, how you have followed to 
Ibis distant region, and whether you have seen 
auythmg of War-Eagle, and of-— his friends^'' 

** Wingenund has seen none,*' he replied ; 
** nothing, except the trail of Mah6ga, and that 
he would have followed to the big salt lake, or 
to, death." 

" But how has it been possible for you to 
pursue the trail undiscovered, to find food, and 
to avoid strange Indians on the path V* 

*" Wingenund kept far behind the Washashe ; 
tbeir eyes could not reach him ; he has left on 
every day^a trail nuMrks that War-Eagle will 
know ;. they will speak to him as plainly as my 
aiater's medicine book tells her the Great Spirit's 
will He will come soon and his friends with 
him." 

** But my brother has not told me how he 
procured fiN>d on this toilsome journey 1" 

** When the Lenape's heart is full, he thinks 
Mttle of food," replied the youth proudly. He 
added, in a more subdued tone : " It was not 
easy to find meat, for the Washashe had driven 
the bison from their path, and Wingenund could 
not leave their trail. Twice he iias met bad In- 
dians, who tried to kill him." 

" And how did he escape them, being with- 
out a horse 1" inquired Prairie-bird. 

«' They were too many for him to fight, and 
ho ran from them, but being weak with hunger, 
one Aricar& overtook him by the waters of the 
Arkansas. Wingenund aliot him, and plunging 
into the river, dived ; and the others never 
found him ; but Wingenund lost his rifle ; and 
sioce then be has eaten only roots and fruit!^' 

The simpte narrative of the hardships and 
sufferings which ber young brother had under- 
gone for her sake, and which his emaciated ap- 
pearance attested but two well, brought fresh 
tears lo the eyes of Prairie-bird, but she check- 
ed them as well as she wafl^able, and 



** Tell me yet one nore fbhig ; tacMRr-hafe yoa 
been aMe to reaeh thie spot ttftpei*eeivad by tha 
Osage watchmen tv 

*^ Wingenund saw from far the camp eheaen 
by Mahega ; he saw that he could not approach 
it in front ; but the rocks behind am rough and 
high ; he made a ropcof bai4c atfid grass, cHmb* 
ed up the height, and let himself down from a 
pine tree above the tent ; but in case he shosid 
be discovered and killed by the Osages, he has 
left' an arrow where War-Eagle is sure to find 
it, and the arrow will show him where to come." 

" Dear, dear Wingenund, you are indeed a 
brother," said the maiden, deeply moved by the 
mingled foresiglit, patience, and devotion tlMt ha 
bad evinced. ** You are, indeed, a wcHthf son 
of the ancient people." 

Here she was interruped by a shrill ciy ; Lita 
was at the same instant thrown rudely aside by 
Mah^, who rushed into the tent, followed bj 
two of his warriors. Wingenund sprang to 
his feet, but ere he could draw the knife from 
his girdle he was seized by the Osages, and his 
arms pinioned behind his back. 

Dark and lowering was the frown which tha 
angry chief cast upon his prisoner. The !>&• 
aware youth quaiteid not before it ; the hour of 
trial had arrived, and the haughty spirit rising 
within him, triumphed over all that he had un- 
dergone ; all that he knew he had yet to under- 
go. He drew himself to the full height of hia 
graceful figpre ; and fixing his bright keen eye 
full upon Mahega, awaited his fate in silence. 

*' Has the cunning antelope of the Delawarea 
run so far to see the den of the Black Wolf 1" 
demanded the chief, with a contemptuous sneer. 
" Has the buffalo bull sent the calf on a path 
that he was afraid to tread himself? Have the 
Lenape girls sent one of their number to carry 
wood and water for the Washashe warriors 1" 

Mahega paused ; and on finding that hia 
cowardly and brutal jeers called forth no replyv 
nor changed a muscle on the haughty coonte* 
nance before him, his anger grew more ungov* 
ernable, and he exclaimed in a voice of tbttD*> 
der, " If the car-dog will not bark, the whip^ 
and the knife, and the fire shall find ban a 
tongue ! If he wishes not to be torn in piecea 
on the spot, let him say what brougirt him ta 
the Osa^ camp, and where he has left War- 
Eagle, and his pale-faced frioMis !^' Neither ta 
the threats nor the inquiries of Mahega, did 
Wingenund deign to make any reply, and tha 
enraged chief struck him across the face with 
a heavy bull-hide whip suspended from his 
wrist;* the blow was given with such force 
that it laid open the youth's cheek, and a streaup 
of blood poured from the cut. At the sight of 
this unmanly outrage, the self-control of Prai* 
rie-bird almost gave way, bdt a look from her 
brother recalled her to herself, and checked tha 
impulse which would have led to the utterance 
of entreaty mingled with indignant reproach. 

** Speak not, my sister," said the hero boy in 
the Delaware tongue ; ** speak not to the cow- 
ardly Washashe wolf! Waste not your breath 
on one who has only courage to strike when hia 
enemy's hands are tied i" 

* The Tndiaiis In the SflBKMirl eonstailtly eany a shdrt 
whip of bttll, or cow-Mde, fiifl)«Ddet1 fVum Uieir wrlit, 
frtxh w^hieh, when la partult of buflhio, or any oUMf 
game, ihey laah their honce jaeetaoBeKClflillf ^ 
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MakAfa fixed his egres upon the noaiden, and 
a sudden thought lighted up bis oountenance 
with a gleam of malignant triumph. Approach- 
iDg close to her, he Mid io a stern low whisper, 
** To-morrow, before the sun goes down, Olitipa 
becomes the bride of Mah^ga, or that boy is 
burned at a slow fire with such tortures as the 
liCnapd never thought of in dreams !" So say- 
ing, he ordered the prisoner to be carefully 
guarded, and left the tent 



CHAPTER XXXL 

f^ar-EafWf Puty follow the Trail.— A Skirmish, and its 
fi«solts.-— Th« Chief «Bd«rUkM % perilooi Journey alone, 
and hie Companions find snflkient Oocapation daring his 



NoTWiTRSTANDiNO the paitts that Wlogennnd 
aad taken to leave en the trail such occasional 
Indications as might assist War-Eagle in follow- 
ing it, the progress made by the latter was much 
slower than mifht have been expected by any 
one who knew the fierce desire of venceance that 
burned within him. Several times did the impa- 
tience of Reginald Brandon vent itself in words, 
which he addressed in an undertone to Baptiste. 

"I fear that my Delaware brother has lost 
some of his energies, in this great calamity 
which has befallen his tribe; when be followed 
the Dahcotah trail bis foot was light and swift, 
now, when more than life and death may hang 
upon the events of an hour, his maith is heavy 
and slow as that of a jaded ox." 

"Master Reginald,*' replied the Guide; "you 
do the War-Eagle wrong. A trail on this hard 
barren region is not like one in the prairies of 
Illinois, or Missouri, where, in every Kttle bot- 
tom, there are patches of long grass on which it 
is marked as plain as a high road. We have 
passed to-day several trails of strange Indians, 
probably Aricaras or Upsarokas ;♦ had the War- 
kagle made a mistake and followed one of these, 
we might have wandered several days before we 
recovered our right route ; watch his eye, it ii 
bent on the ground, not a blade of grass escapes 
it; he has net time for a word, even with you." 

** I belieYe you are right, Baptiste; yet i have 
now studied my Delaware brother's couni»- 
nance and character for some time. I have seen 
him under the influence of strone, ay of deadly 
passion, and I truly wondered at his self*controK 
.'but there seems now to b«; a dull, heavy load 
apon his spirit, as if it were overwhelmed." 

" Look at your feet this moment," quoth the 
Guide ; " and tell me i£ on this hard spot, vou 
can trace the trail on which we are moving." 

" In truth I could not," said Reginald, looking 
down ; " I grant our friend's sagacity in follow- 
ing it, but wt^at has that to do with the state of 
his mind and temper, which we were discuss- 
ing 1" ' 

** More, perhaps, than you think, Master Re- 

finald. Along this very path the steps of Ma- 
6ga and his warriors have passed, the hoofs of 
the horse bearing Olitipa have trod it; it is now 
broad daylight, yet you can see nothing; do you 
wonder, then, that yo j cannot discern the trail of 

I -■ ■ — — ■ ■ — - — — * — ■ . - _ ■ - 

* Upsaroka, the Indian name of the tribe usually desig'* 
oaJteil , in Rocky Mountain Travels, as the ** Crows,*' a fierce, 
moving nation, who were then, a» thev etill are, at deadly 
enmity with their neighbours the Blaiskieet. and N|:ree with 
them only in the propensity to plwndmr or kill white iMa, 
waanaver opportnail^ ofien. 



the thonghu and pnrposef that travel^ te 
dark, over the heart or the Delaware 1" 

" Bapiiste," said Reginald, smiling, '< I kae w 
that you were a skilful hunter, and an ezpeii* 
enced woodsman, but I never before knew that 
you were a philosopher 1" 

" Nor I eiiber. Master Reginald ; but perhaps 
I may not be one after all. What is a philoso* 
pherl" 

This blunt question, from the sturdy Guide, 
seemed somewhat puzzling to his young master, 
and the former continued, laughing, " Well, I 
suppose it's some carious kind a criitur or other 
that we neyer heard of in the woods, and you 
don't seem to have met it often yourself, or you'd 
not find it so hard to give a description of it !" 

" You are right, Baptiste, it is a creature not 
yery often met with, either in the wobds or in 
civilized life, but as I have likened yon to it, I 
am in duty bound to describe it to you as well as 
I can. A philosopher is a man whose desires 
are moderate, and his passions under due con-« 
trol; who can trace hnnum actions to their real 
motives, and effects to their true causes; who 
can read the character of oUiers without prejn- 
dice, and study his own without self-^partialityi 
who can bear prosj)eriiy without pride, and adr 
varsity without repining;— «ach is my idea of a . 
philosopher, the sketch is rough, but sufilcient 
to give you some notion of the object in view." 

The Guide was silent for a few moments; he 
took off his hairy cap and twirled it several 
times round in his bony hands', as was his fre- 
quent custom when perMexed. At length he re^ 
plied, "Well, Master Reginald, if that be what 
you call a philosopher, rm sure War-Eagle is 
more like one than I am, and perhaps, you'll not 
take offence if I say that heJs more like one than 
you are yourself; it comes latural to an Ingian 
to read his neighbour's heart and hide what 
passes in his own. And, as to goyeming his 
passions, I think you have seen enough to con- 
vince you that, although they were as hot and 
wild as was the horse which you bestride, they 
are now as obedient to the bridle as Nekimi." • 

*'I grant it," said Reginald, reinmg in the 
proud steed aUnded to in the Guide's illustra- 
tion; "I grant it, and see how earnestly our 
Delaware ijdend is now bent upon his task; he 
has made a signal for the par^ to halt, and is 
stooping to examine a blade oi grass, as if life 
itself depended upon his acute sagacity." 

It was, indeed, as the young man said; the 
Delaware chief had stooped to examine a bunch 
of grass by the side of the trail, in which his 
quick glance had detected a small object which 
would have escaped a less practised eye; with a 
subdued exclamation of surprise he seized it, 
and concealed it for a moment in his hand, a ray 
of animation lighting up his fine countenance ; 
it was but for a moment, his features almost im- 
mediately relapsed into their usual melancholy, 
grave expression ; and drawing near to Reginald, 
he put into his hands a small golden clasp, say- 

ing, 

" My brother, War-Eagle knows it well, it was* 
given by the Black Father to OKtipa; the trail 
is ojear as the great white pathway of heaven."* 

Reginald took the clasp, and seizing the hand 
which held it, he pressed it in silence to his 
heart; he had marked the yarying expression oUp 
War-Eagle's countenance, he saw how a mo- 
, . » - ' 

* By ihi* name the HaSSkf 'way is kntfwn hasoHg ^^osne ol 
IthelBdiMtriht*. .•^. ^.> 
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MenVB recoUeetioii had changed the sangaiae ex- 
ultation of the lover, to the sad, yet steady firm- 
ness of the friend ; and his heart yearned towards 
his Indian brother with an affection that words 
«oiild not express; but they were not needed; 
lUs moistened eye and glowing cheek spoke vol- 
umes to his friend, and War-Eagle bounded for- 
ward again upon the trail, his spirit excited by 
an incident which, though slight in itself, had 
called forth high and generous emotions. 

^ few minutes after the Delaware had resu- 
med his post as guide, our hero purposely fell into 
the rear of the party, and throwmg the rein loose- 
ly over the neck of his horse, turned the precious 
golden relic over and over between his fingers, 
and pressed it a thousand times to his lips ; the 
ground over which they were travelling was a 
broken series of ravines or ridges, and thus he 
-was enabled to indulge in the extravagant en- 
dearments which he bestowed upon the senseless 
trinket, without being exposed to the curious 
eyes of his fellow-travellers, now out of his sight. 
. He was aroused from his reverie by a terrific 
yell, accompanied by a sharp sensation of pain, 
and on raising his eyes perceived at once that he 
was cut o£f from his partv by a mounted band of 
Indians, one of whom had shot an arrow through 
the fleshy part of his thigh, into the flap of the 
saddle, where it was still sticking. Instantly de- 
ciding that it was better to trust to the speed of 
I^^ekimi, than to the desperate chance orfbrcinsf 
his way through the Indians in front, he struck 
ahe steed with his heel, and turning his head to- 
wards the open prairie to the leu of the trail, 
'Went offat full speed, followed by several mounts 
ed warriors; his first care was to secure the 
clasp within his hunting-shirt; his next to exam- 
ine the priming of his rifle, and of the pistols at 
his saddle-bow; finding these all in order, he 
looked round at his pursuers, who, although 
nigiDg their horses by yells and blows, did not 
gain upon Nekimi even when going at an easy 
gallop. 

Reassured by finding: the advantage which he 
had over his enemies in the speed of his horse, 
Reginald cut the arrow where it pinned his \es 
to the saddle, and then without much pain or di^ 
•ficultv drew the shaft from the flesh. Being now 
satisfied that he had nothing to fear from the 
wound, he tamed the head of his horse in a di- 
rection parallel to the trail on which his party 
had been marching, as he felt that his ultimate 
safety must depend upon his not being separated 
from them. 

A loud yell, followed by a succession of rifle- 
shots, announced to him that the attack on his 
friends had commenced ; and although the bro- 
ken nature of the ground still prevented him 
from seeing them, he could gather from the 
sound that they were at no great distance ; right- 
ly judging that they must be anxious respecting 
his own safety, he now applied his bugle to his 
«ips, and blew a clear blast, which Baptiste imme- 
diately recognised aa the concerted signal for 
" All's well," and cheerily responded to. 

The Indians in pursuit of Reginald reined in 
their horses, and stood gazing at each othef in 
astonishment, »at sounds which had never b^o>e 
reached^ t)ieir ear, and all, excepting one, wheel- 
ed to rejoin the main body or their band ; he 
who lemained was eyidently a chief, or princi- 
|>al biaye, his dress was splendidly adomed^ with 
scal^-locks, 3agle-leathers,^and beads; and in- 
JuaYen^cfrown and single tuft of hair 
^ibk^ PawnecSi and other Indians 
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of the Platte and Missouri region, hialong black 
hair streamed over his shoulders, and lell upon 
the haunches of the wild spirited courser oa 
which he was mounted. When he found that 
the number of his enemies was reduced to a 
single one, Reginald was not of a temper to con- 
sider flight as any longer necessary, so he check- 
ed the speed of Nekimi,.and trotting to tlie sum- 
mit of a rising-ground in front of him, saw, at a 
little distance in the ravine below, the skirmish 
that was still continued between his friends and 
the attacking party. 

But he was not long permitted to remain aa 
idle spectator, for the Indian, having recoverea 
from the surprise occasioned by the bugle-call, 
was again approaching him at full speed; Regi- 
nald turned his horse towards his assailant, smd 
deliberately raising his rifle, waited until the 
latter should be near enough to afford him a cer- 
tain aim ; but the Indian observing his cool, de- 
termined bearing, and having some experience 
of the dangerous nature of the white man's weap- 
on, suddenly wheeled his horse, and galloped to 
and fro in a zigzag direction, sometimes advaa* 
cing, sometimes retreating, with a rapidity 
that left Reginald in doubt whether he were 
meditating an attack, or desirous only of ex- 
hibiting his wonderful powers of horsemanship. 

These doubts were, nowever, soon resolvea $ 
for in one of these swift evolutions, when passing 
the spot where Reginald stood, at a distance of 
fiftv yards, the Indian suddenly threw himsielf 
half ofi'his horse, and hanging over its side, dis- 
chaiiged from under the animal's neck an arrow, 
which whizzed close by Reginald's ear; then, 
when he was himself out of shot, resumed his 
seat in the saddle, and again wheeling his horse, 
prepared to repeat a manoeuvre which had so 
nearly been attended with success. 

On this second occasion Reginald was resolv- 
ed to try his chance with the rifle, and when his 
enemy, emboldened by the quiet, and apparently 
surprised demeanour of the white man, threw 
himself again over the side of his horse, and 
came within a nearer range, our hero levelled 
his rifle at the animal, whose body shielded com- 
pletely that of his opponent, and the ball taking 
efiect behind the shoulder, both horse and man 
rolled upon the grass. 

Reginald sprung from his saddle and hastened 
to the spot, hoping to secure the Indian while 
still encumbered by the fallen horse, but the ac- 
tive savage leaped upon his feet, and not having 
time to fit an arrow to the string, struck a fu- 
rious, but unsuccessful blow at the young man's 
head with his bow, then uttering his war-cnr, 
rushed upon him with a long shaip knife that he 
had drawn from his belt; but the Indian had 
mistaken both the skill and strength of the oppo- 
nent with whom he thus rashly endeavoured to 
close, and in a moment Reginald's cutlass was 
buried in his chest. In vain he summoned all 
his remaining strength to strike a last blow, both 
hand and eye refused their aid, and he fell heavi- 
ly forward* upon the grass ; Reginald, sheath- 
ing his cutlass, Imelt by the side of the wounded 
maPt* ^^^ slrove to staunch the blood ; but his 
efforts were fruitless, the lungs were pierced, and 
it was evident that death was fast approaching. 

The Indian, still conscious of what was pass- 
ing around, and momentarily expectiuj^tbe scalp- 
knife upon his forehead, the usual late of the 
conquered among those of his race, gazed in 
surprise upon the countenance of the young 
man, who was now tending him with eo;iB2ia9« 
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•iOBatc anxfetr; tliej could not iBtefchange a 
irord ; the locRan feebly raised his hand to his 
head with an inqniring look, and then pointed 
to fhe knife ; Reginald shook his head, as if to 
intimate that he need be under no apprehension 
oft) at indignity, and then continaed, his earnest, 
bnt tneffeciual endeavoars to staunch the flow- 
ing blood, while the sufferer's head rested upon 
his shoulder. 

During this time not a groan escaped from the 
2p6 of the savage warrior; but feeling his end at 
hand, he gathered his dying energies, and taking 
Crom his neck the magnificent collar which he 
wore, made from the claws of a grizzly bear, 
bound together with skins of snow-white er- 
mine, he gave it to Reginald, making him a sign 
that he should wear it; then supporting himself 
in a sitting posture by the end of his bow, which 
he had caught up from the ground, and with his 
tjt steadily fizea upon the snow-clad peak now 
risible in the western horizonj the prairie-war- 
rior breathed his last 

Aa soon as Reginald was assured that life 
was extinct, he stretched the unconscious limbs, 
closed the eyes, gathered the massive hair over 
Ibe rigid countenance, and arranged the arms 
and accoutrements decently beside the fallen 
chieftain, knowing well that it would not be long 
before the bodv was borne off by those of his 
own tribe. There was neither exultation nor 
triumph on the young man's countenance, as lie 
lookea from the lifeless form of his late adver- 
sary to that of the steed, which lay dead iMaide 
him, on which, not many minutes before, be 
was careering over his native plains in the pride 
and vigour of manhood ; he felt that the streneth, 
the activity, the courage of the savage warnor. 
were equal to his own ; that it had depended 
upon a single successful thrust whether of the 
two should be now taking his last uncoffined 
sleep in the wilderness. Sad thoughts of his 
waiting mother and sister, musings on the fate 
of Prairie-bird stole upon nis hean, and ^e con- 
tinued gazing almost unconsciously on the body 
of the Indian, until he was aroused by a shrill 
blast from the bugle of Baptiste; the signal- 
blast was "Beware;" and casting his eyes 
around, he saw that the band of Indians \i^o 
had been skirmishing; with War-Eagle's party, 
weye advancing at rail speed to the spot where 
he stood. His spirit rekindled by this fresh ex- 
oitement, he caught up his rifle, and vaulting on 
the back of Nekimi, gave him the rein. The 
pursuers soon found that their chance of over- 
taking him was hopeless, and while they gather- 
ed round the body of their fallen chief, Reginald 
rejoined his party, who received him with a 
shout of triumph that reached the ears of the 
mourners on the far prairie. 

As Reginald dismounted and walked gravely 
through the group to salute War-Eagle, every 
eye was fixed upon the bear-claw collar around 
his neck, and ne received the silent homage 
which Indian warriors pay to successful valour. 

There was also a ouiet dignified modestv in 
the young man's beanng and demeanour, which 
did not escape their observant and approving 
eyes. " My brother is welcome," said War- 
Eagle, extending his hand to greet his friend; 
[*he has killed a great chief; when the warriors 
tell their deeds at the war-dance, the tongue of 
Netis will not be silent." 

" The red-man of the prairie was brave," re- 

S lied Reginald; " he died like a warrior. I trust 
la apirlt is gone to llie happy land." ' 



** Maner Reginald," nid the guide, thrvMiftr 
his large bony hand into that of our faerb,^4t 
did my heart good to see the Inrian fall; he 
sprang upon yon like a ticer, and I feared he 
might' catch you unawares." 

''No, Baptiste, no; he was a gallant fellow, 
and I am truly sorry that, in self-defence, I was 
obliged to kill him, but the advantages were all 
on my side. Nekimi was far swifter than hia 
horse, and his knife was no match for my cut- 
lass. Do you know to what tribe h.e and hia 
party belonged 1" 

** Capote-bleu, Master Reginald, this is the 
first time you have seen Les Corbeauz — ^Upsa* 
roka they call themselves; they are a wild race." 
And he added, in a lower tone, *' We shall see 
more of them before we go much farther." 

"In the skirmish which they had with yon, 
were any wounded on either sideT' 

"Not many, for the rascals galloped about ia 
such an unaccountable flurry, it wasn't easy to 
make sure work with the rifle ; but the doctor 
scored the ribs of one, and I think War-Eagle 
struck another ; they kept at a very unfamiliar 
distance, and their arrows were as harmless as 
snow-flakes." 

" How fared it with Monsieur Perrotl" in- 
quired Reginald, who saw the light-hearted valet 
grinning with satisfaction at his master's victory 
and sarc remrn; "did he not trv his skill upos 
any of these marauding Crows r* 

"Well, I hardlv know," said the guide. 
" Master Perrot is like the bear in the tree, he 
fights venr well when he can't he^p it: but I con- 
ceive he^s not over-fond of the redskins ever 
since that Dahcotah handled his wig so roughly f 
What say you. Monsieur Perrot T*^ 

" Monsieur Baptiste is not altdgether wrong,'' 
replied thfe eood-humoured valet; "if one of 
those red Cofbeaux come very near to peck me^ 
I do my best to pluck his feathers out; but I 
mudh rather see a fat partridge or capon thaa 
one of them !" 

The conversation between the Frenchman and 
Ae gtjide was interrupted by War-Eagle, wh<^ 
made a sign to the latter, as well as to Regi- 
nald, that he wished to speak with them apart. 

''Brother," said the Chief, addressing our 
hero, "die Upsan^as are many; their warrior* 
are lik^ the bison-herds; they will soon return 
to our p:;Lh, we must be ready for them. What 
|s my brother's counsel V 

"Baptiste," said the young man, "you have 
more experience in these matters than I have ; 
speak first." 

The Guide did not reply immediately; he 
bent his eyes upon the ground, and his fingers 
rested on the head of the massive hatchet from 
whence he derived his Indian name. When he 
spoke it was with slow but decisive enunciation. 
" War-Eagle has spoken trulv, the Crows will 
return in greater numbers ; tney will seek re- 
venge for the death of their cnief ; they are 
brave, but their arms are bad— we are few, but 
our weapons can do service. My counsel isj . 
that we choose a strong camp and await their 
coming; we will then handle them so that they 
shall not desire to interrupt us again, or perhaps 
they may offer to make a treaty upon our own 
terms." 

"The words of Grande-Hiche are wise," re- 
joined the Chief; ".he does not waste hisbreatii 
in blowing against tne wind. What says my 
brother Netisl" ' . 

"He says/' nplied Reginald, w1(^ his 
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«etiBri8tie impetuosity, *'tbat the coansel of 
Orande-]i&che may be good for oar own safety, 
but it will not bring us nearer to Mahega. ^le- 
lis would follow the Osage trail in spite of all 
the Crows between the Platte and the Mount- 



ains. 



n 



" My brother speaks like a warrior without 
fear," said the Chief in reply; "yet we canoot 
follow the trail of the Washashe while fighting 
5y day and by night with the Upsaroka. n ir- 
JSagle will join the counsel of Qrande-HAche to 
that of Netis. Let us choose a strong camp, 
bring in plenty of meat, and prepare to receive 
the Upsaroka. I will steal away alone in the 
night. I will follow the trail oi Mahega, and 
leturn to tell my brother what i have seen. It 
is enough, 1 have spoken.'' 

Both the Guide and Reginald approved the 
Chiers decision ; >and although our hero would 
rather have accompanied him on the trail, he 
lelt that he would impede the progress of his 
Indian brother, whose fieemess of foot was so 
much greater than his own ; he therefore acqui- 
esced with cheerfulness, and they set forward to 
jekct a camp that should unite the advantages 
of a defensible position to those of a plentiful 
Mpply of water. 

For several hours War-Eagle pursued the 
Osage trail without halting, but his keen eye 
TOvSi occasionally from side to side in search 
of a spot favourable for encampment, while 
Reginald and Baptiste brought up the rear of 
the party; the former mounted on Nekimi, pre- 
pared to gallop forward to the lh>nt and give the 
alarm, in case of the reappearance of the ma- 
rauding Crows. About an hour before sunset 
they reached a valley watered by a small stream, 
the taste of which proved refreshing, and free 
from the salt with which that region abounds; 
near the centre of the valley was a thick copse 
of alder and willow, covering a space of fifty or 
sixty yaids square. On forcing his way through 
die outer bushes, War-Eagle round an open plot 
of fine level turf, entire)^ surrounded by the 
copee which sheltered it from view on all sides. 

The Delaware, having brought his party into 
this natural encanipment, and picqueted the 
iK>rses within the ^ce above-mention^, made 
a c&refUl examination of the thicket, in which 
ke W9as accompanied by Reginald and Baptiste; 
they then selected the points from which they 
eoold best command the approaches from dii- 
lerem quarters; at these they piled logs and 
branches matted with grass and turf, from be- 
hind which secure^ though slight breast-work, 
they could take deliberate aim at any hostile 
party appoaching ftom the prairie. Before 
dusk their pr^arations were complete : the 
watch was set, and the remainder, after a frugal 
supper, forgot the jfatignes of the day in sleep. 

The night pasfied Without the occurrence of 
jiny alarm; and an hour before daylight, War- 
Eagle arose aadPi^Kpared himself for his peril- 
ous expedition, after the ancient fashion of his 
tribe ; a fashion which the Delawares, in com- 
mon with most of the semi-civilized Indians, 
nave in these modem days neglected, if not for- 
gotten. 

Having smeared himself from head to ibot 
with ah ointment *Aiade from the fat and mar- 
row of deer, he painted his face and chest with 
stripes of a dark colour, purposely making the 
form and device to resemble those of the Mis- 
soarian oatioDi.* He wore upon- his legs a light 
pail of deerskin leggins^ vithotft ornament^ sup- 



ported at the -^ist by his belt; hroih ibe Jatter 
was suspended on one side his tomahawk, on 
the other his knife ; he also stuck into it a brace 
of loaded pistols given to him by Reginald, and 
within the folds secured some bullets and charges 
of powder, as well as a few slices of dried buf- 
falo-meat; his throat, chest, and arms wero 
naked, with the exception of a small light 
blanket, which, when tnrown across his shoul- 
der, did not in the least impede the free exercise 
either of \mb hands or feet. As speed was now 
his chief Siect, he left both his rifle and his 
heavy war-club in the charge of Reginald, who 
looked on with minsied feelings of admiltition 
and envy, while his friend was preparing for his 
solitary journey. Knowing that War-Eagle, if 
successful in his undertaking, would see the 
Prairie-bird, he longed to send by him a thou- 
sand messages of love, yet he remembered and 
resoected the feelings of his friend, and, con- 
trolling his own, embraced him in silence. 

As War-Eagle was about to depart, Reginald 
was surprised at seeing him attach to his belt a 
small bunch of feathers, carefully tied together, 
and he imagined that they might be in some 
measure connected with his Indian brother's to- 
tem, or heraldic designation, but the latter re- 
solved his doubts by saying to him and to Bap- 
tiste, 

"WaivEacle will follow the trail of Washa- 
she as swiftly as his feet can run ; whenever it 
is difficult to find, or divides in a fork, he wiU 
stick one of these small feathers in the grass; 
let * Atto' follow first on the trail ; he has been 
often on the war-path, and his eyes are good; 
Grande-Hiche with his long rifle should come 
next — let my brother go last with Nekimi, and 
let him always have eyes in his back; the Up- ;' 
sarokas are cunning, and the wives ef a dead I- 
chief are lamenting. If War-Eagle lives, he 
will return q^uick and meet his brothers on the 
trail ; if he is killed, he will meet them after- 
wards in the fields where his fathers hunt. Fare- 
well." So saying, the Delaware chief pointed 
impressively to the distant ridge of the mount- 
ains, and left the encampment. 

After the departure of War-Eagle, Reginald 
busied himself, with the aid of Baptiste, in ma- 
king further preparations aeainst the expected at- 
tack. On inquiring of the latter, he learned, with 
much satisfaction, that Attd or A-to {AngHdf 
** The Deer,") who had been designated by the 
chief as leader on the trail in his absence, was a 
tried and experienced warrior. His appearance, 
indeed, was not much in his favour, for he was 
small and spare in stature, and his features^ 
though not positively ugl v, were stern, and rare- 
ly lighted up by expression ; his eye was piep> 
cing rather than brilliant, and he scarcely ever 
spoke, excepting in reply to h qnestion. Hit 
swiftness of foot, which was almost equal to that 
of War-Eagle himself, had procured for him the 
appellation by which he was known in the tribe. 
It should however, in justice to him, be mention- 
ed, that he seldom ran from an enemy, for his 
courage was proverbial, and in a former exiiedi- 
tion against tne Dahcotahs, he had made severa. 
escapes so extraordinary, tnat his comrades had 
given him a name consisting of sixteen or sev- 
enteen syllables, which we will not inflict upon 
civilized eyes or ears, but which signifies, " The- 
man-who-canftot-be-killed-by-an-arrow." 

Reginald finding that Atto was familiar with 
the English tongue^ and desirous to be on good 
terms with his new officeri addressed him as f(4- 
loirs; 
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'' Does Atto think that the UptarDka will come 

40-day r 

" They will come." 

"Will they attack us in this position 7" 

** Perhaps ; the Upsarokas are fools — they do 
not know the LenapK6." 

** Are you satisfied with the arrangements we 
have made for the defence V* 

" Yes ; bat yon should let the horses feed out- 
side, with a guard, or they will soon eat up the 
grass within; it will be time enoiwh to arire 
them in when the Upsaroka cotne.'^ 

"You are right/' said Reginald, frankly, and 
he ordered it to be done immediately. 

Savaged are extremely like ourselves in all 
that concerns the internal workings of self-re- 
spect; and if Reginald already stood high in At- 
td's opinion for his courage and bodily advanta- 
ges, tne Indian was disposed to think more high- 
ly of him when he found, even in a matter so tri- 
fling, that the voung man listened to and follow- 
ed his counsel. 

The forenoon passed without any tidings of 
the Crows, and Reginald, impatient of a state of 
inaction, resolved to sally forth upon Nekimi, 
and to make a sweep over the adjacent undula- 
ting prairie, to see whether he could discover any 
signs of them. 

Armed with his knife, pistols, and cutlass, he 
slung his spy-glass over his shoulder, and vault- 
ed on the Dack of his (avourite, charging Bap- 
tiste and Atto, now left in joint command of the 
garrison, to keep a sharp look-out, and promising 
to return before dusk. 

How did his blood dance with excitement as 
he found himself trotting briskly across the vir- 
gin turf of that wild, boundless, vegetable ocean ; 
beneath him a steed bold, eager, joyous as him- 
self; above him a blue immensity of unclouded 
sky; and around him breezes fresh from the 
anowy chambers of the Northern Andes ! Nor 
were the sources of excitement flrom within 
wanting to complete its measure,— a conscious- 
ness ofyouth, and health, and strength ; a mind 
capable of appreciating the wonders of Nature, 
and of following them up to their Almighty Kra- 
mer; a heart filled to overflowing with the image 
of a kindred being whose love he doubted not, 
and whom, in spite of dangers and obstacles, his 
ardent and sanguine spirit whispered that he 
would soon rejoin I 

Again and again did he draw from his bosom 
the precious clasp, which assured him that he 
was following her footsteps, and then replacing 
it, he would stoop over the neck of Nekimi, and 
caressing his playful ear, and g^ently pressing his 
flank, the noble creature caracoled, neighed, and 
bounded beneath him, like the " wild and wanton 
herd" described in one of the most exquisite 
scenes depicted by our immortal dramatist.* 

Notwithstanding the excited flow of his spirits, 
Reginald did not forget the object of his excur- 
sion ; he not only noted carefully the various re- 
markable features of the surrounding country, 
•o as to secure, in case of need, his retreat to the 
encampment, but he scanned the side of every 
hill, and the bosom of every vallev that he pass- 
ed, to see whether any parties of the Upsaroka 
Were yet within view. 

He had ridden many miles without seeing any- 
thing alive, except a few stra^ling bufialos and 
antelopes, and was on the point oi returning to- 
wards the camp, when he descried some moving 
h oAy on the sky-line in the eastern horiz on; 
* MmehaaJk of V«Bio«» Act r 



throwing himself firom his hoi«, he adjusted lily 
telescope, and fixing it on the object, ascertained 
at once that it was a large party of Indians on. 
horseback. Although his glass was of excellent 
quality, they were so distant that he could not 
count them, but he was satisfied that they con- 
siderably exceeded a hundred. Observing that 
their course was directed westward, he was able, 
by descending an oblique ravine, to reach the 
edge of a copse which they were likely to pass 
at no great distance, whence, himself unseen, he 
might watch their movements, and form a more 
accurate estimate of their force. 

He had not been long stationed at the post 
which he bad selected for this purpose, when the 
band came full in view on the ridge of a neigh- 
bouring hill. 

That it was a war-party of the Crows he could 
no longer doubt, as their dress and appearance 
were precisely the same, and they were follow- 
ing with the faultless sagacity of a pack of blood- 
hounds, the trail which he and his companions 
had trodden on the preceding day. 

Being completely sheltered from their view by 
the copse, he was able to observe their move- 
ments, and to plan his own accordingly; he 
counted upwards of two hundred and fifty mount- 
ed warriors, and his impression was that their 
numbers amounted in all to nearly three hun- 
dred; they moved forward upon the trail at an 
even pace until they reached the brow of the hill^ 
whence they could perceive, although at a con- 
siderable distance, tne thicket in which the Del- 
awares were encamped. Pausing here, they held 
a brief council ; it was clear that they suspected 
that the above-named wood contained those of 
whom they were in pursuit, nor was it long be> 
fore their lynx eyes detected a slight column of 
smoke curling up above the trees, on seeing 
which they shouted aloud, while their rapid and 
vehement gesticulations sufiiciently explained to 
Reginald the discovery that they had made. 

It was eviaently not the present intention of 
the Crows to make an open attack, for they now 
divided *heir force into two bands, each of which 
pursued its course along the back of the ridges 
which crowned the valley wherein the encamp- 
ment lay, and thus they would be enabled to 
reach a point not far distant from their enemy 
on opposite sides, before their approach could 
be perceived. 

The position of Reginald himself was now 
critical, for in his eagerness to watch the mo- 
tions or the Indians, he had allowed them to get 
between him and his own party : it only remain- 
ed for him, therefore, to decide wnether he should 
endeavour to reach the camp unperceived, or 
trusting to the speed of Nekimi, nde boldly to- 
wards it; he chose the latter, rightly judging the 
impossibility of escaping Inaian eyes in so open 
a country, and he thought it also probable that 
if they meditated a night attack upon the en- 
campment, they would permit him to enter it 
without showing themselves. 

Having therefore examined the priming ot 
his pistols, and loosened his cutlass in the^ 
sheath, he pushed his way through the thicket^ 
and emerging on the opposite side, rode delib- 
erately forward. 

Choosing the most open ground, he Pursued 
his homeward way down the valley and though 
his eye glanced occasionally to the nilh on each 
side, not an Indian was to be seen, and in less 
than an hour he found himself again within the 
precincts of the wooded camp. 
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The gamty of his demeanour as he ioined 
his companions, led them to conjectare that he 
had seen some trace of their enemies, which im- 
pression was coi^rmed amongst them when he 
led Baptiste and Atto aside to hold with them a 
eonncil of war. 

Having briefly detailed what he had seen, he 
«ipresscxl his belief that the Crows had divided 
their force for the purpose of attacking the camp 
in the coarse of the ensuing night, and conclu- 
ded by asking their opinion as to the most advi- 
sable means of defence. AAer a short delibera- 
tion, it was agreed that four men should watch 
at the opposite sides of the thicket, each of whom 
being well sheltered behind a log of wood al- 
jeady rolled to its edge, could detect the ap- 
froach of an enemy from the prairie, and that 
each should be provided with two loaded rifles, 
so that in case of his being obliged to fire one to 
gire the alarm, he might still have another 
ready for immediate use. 

These preparations having been made, and 
the horses brougbt within the encampment, the 
little party sat down to their supper, and after- 
wards smoked their pipes as unconcernedly as 
if neither Crows nor danger were lurking in the 
neighbourhood. Night came on, and those whose 
turn it was to sleep, announced by their heavv 
breathing that the hour of rest was not unwel- 
come; Monsieur Perrot snored so loudly from 
bei^ath the pile of blankets in which be had en- 
veloped himself, that he more than once receiv- 
ed a slight admonition from the elbow of the 
half-awakened Guide, who lay beside him. Regi- 
nald} however, was in a mood which would 
have no fellowship with sleep, his thougfhts 
were of Prairie-bird, still in Mah^ga's power, of 
his Indian brother, now iar on his solitary and 
dangerous journey, of the lurking foes whose 
attack he hourly expected, and of the familiar 
faces at Mooshanne, whom distance and ab- 
sence now rendered doubly dear. The night 
was dark, for the young moon, after traversing 
heir appointed section of the southern sky, had 
<lisappeared, and the twinkling stars threw but 
an uncertain light, rendered yet more doubtful 
by the leafy branches which waved gently to 
and fro under the light breath of the night breeze. 

In order to give some employment to his un- 
quiet spirit, Reginald resolved to visit the sev- 
eral stations where his sentries were posted, and 
throwing his rifle over his shoulder, arose and 
commenced his rounds. Moving with a slow 
and noiseless step, he went to each of the posts 
in succession, and finding all the watchmen on 
the alert, whispered to each a word of approba- 
tion. The last station that he visited was occu- 
pied by Atto, and Reginald, sitting down behind 
the log, conversed with him for a short time, in 
a low tone of voice, each pausing at intervals 
to listen and look out upon the valley. On a 
sudden, Atto, touching his arm, pointed to a 
spot near the summit of the neighbouring hill; 
and following the direction indicated, Reginald 
eould plainly see a small light, as of a dry stick, 
which burned for a few seconds and was then 
extinguished. 

"Let Netis watch," whispered the Indian; 
'Attd will return directly;^' and with these 
words he disappeared in the thicket. 

Not many minutes elapsed ere he came back, 
and in the same subdued tone, said, *<A11 is 
well now, the Upsaroka are coming, Atto saw the 
jame light on the other hill ; it is a sign for both 
^Ani«a to attack from opposite sides at once.'' 



« All is well, indeed,'' thought Reginald, with- 
in himself " This fellow must have a strange 
stomach for fighting, when he applies such a 
term to an expected conflict, where the odds are 
to be two or three hundred to ten." 

These were Reginald's thoughts, for a mo- 
ment; but his words were: ** Baptiste, Perrot, 
and I, will remain at this post, you can spare 
us also one of your warriors ; you will guard .^ 
the opposite post with three others: there will > 
remain one to move constantly round within the ^ 
edge of the thicket, to summon us to any point 
where the Crows may threaten an attack. Is 
the plan good, what says my brother V* 

"It is good," replied the Indian, and they set 
about it forthwith m earnest and in silenee. 

Reginald and Baptiste, having previously ex- 
amined all the logs which were now to serve for 
their defence, lost no time in selecting their re- 
spective stations ; the Indian warrior allotted to 
them was placed between them ; Monsieur Per- 
rot, safely ensconced behind the fallen trunk of 
an alder, was to load his master's rifle, and 
when discharged, to replace it by another; and 
the defenders of the camp were all instructed 
not to fire until their enemies were so near as to 
afford a certain aim. 

The side on which Reginald was stationed 
was the most open to attack, from its being ad- 
jacent to the brook that flowed through the cen- 
tre of the valley, the banks of which, being dot- 
ted here and there with alder-bushes, aflbrded 
an occasional covert to an approaching f^nemy. 
Nearly an hour had elapsed, and Reginald began 
to suspect that they had mistaken the intentions 
of the Upsaroka, when Baptiste poinir4 in si* 
lence towards the prairie, and on following with 
bis eye the direction of his companion's finger, '; . 
he saw a duskv object in naotion. ijooktng ( \ 
steadily forward,, each w ith his finger on thA trig- 
ger of his rifle, Reginald and Baptist r. rould 
now distinguish the figures of several ipdiaps» 
creeping along the ground towards the thickets 
On a sudden me report of Atto's rifle in the op^ 
posite quarter was heard, and the creeping fig* 
ures starting up, advanced with shouts and 
yells, vainly hoping that the spot, which they 
had selectea for attack, was defenceless. When 
they were within a few paces, Reginald and 
Baptiste fired at once, ana the two leading In- 
dians fell ; most of their coippanions retired iu 
dismay, one only sprung forward with desperate 
courage, and his evil destiny bringing him close 
past the log, behind which the Guide was post- 
ed, the latter cleft the skull of the unfortunate 
savage with his tremendous hatchet. 

Maddened by disappointment, and by the loss 
of several of their comrades, the Crows let fly a 
shower of arrows, at the edge of the thicket, 
and retreated on all sides, filling the air with 
their cries and yells. Reginald, having crossed 
over to visit Atto at his post, found that the Del- 
aware had not fired in vain, for a reeking scalp 
already bung at his belt, and it appeared that 
the enemy had retired on this side also, as soon 
as they found themselves exposed to the murder- 
ous fire of unseen ma? ksmen. ' 

Not long after this unsuccessful attack on the 
part of the Upsarokas, day broke, and having 
mounted ,their horses, which had been leh at 
some distance, they returned towards the en- 
campment; and galloping to and fro, endeav- 
oured, by every kind of insulting gesticulation, 
to induce their cautious enemies to come forth, 
or at least to ezhatist their ammunition by firing 
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It random ; but Reginald's party kept close tritb- 
fl their covert, taking no notice whatever of 
these bravadoes^ although several of the horse- 
men came within a distance which wonld hare 
rendered them an easy mark for the Gnide's 
unerring rifle ; their insolence produced only a 
grim smile on his weather-beaten countenance, 
as he whispered to Reginald, 

" They are somewhat out of their reckoning 
as to the ' Doctor's' range; poor devils, if they'll 
only keep off, I don't want to hurt any more of 
them I But if that long-haired fellow, capering 
on a brown horse, were a Dahcotah, I'd make a 
hole in his hunting-shirt before he was many 
minutes older." 

" I iftn glad to find yon in a merciful hnmonr. 
Baptiste," replied the young' man ; " I too would 
willingly avoid farther slaughter of these Crows, 
and while fighting with them we are losing time 
more precious to me than gold." 

As he was yet speaking, his attention was 
Caught by the sound of a scaffle within the 
thicket, followed bv a shoot, and immediately 
afterwards Attd ana another Delaware came foi^ 
ward, dragging with them a Crow, whom* the 

3uick eye of the former had detected lurking un- 
er the dense foliage of an alder-bush. 

"Whom have you herel" exclaimed Regi- 
nald: *<and where did you find himi" 

"Upsaroka," replied Atto; <<he must have 
crept Mke a snake under the grass, for the Dela- 
wares are not blind, yet he is here." 

The prisoner was a tall, bold-looking youth, 

and he seemed resolutely prepared to meet the 

ihte which a spy and an enemy must expect in 

that wild region. 

^ " 'Tis a fine lad " said Baptiste, dryly, "and 

i, he has given us a lesson to Keep a better look 

^[i out ; 'tis clear that he has crept down the brook, 

* while we have been watching those galloping 

thieves: tie the rogue's hands, my friend Atto, 

and let us scour the thicket from one end to the 

«ther. Two or three such as him within the 

eamp, in the middle of the night, wonld be apt to 

interfere with our rest." 

The prisoner having been bound, Att6 pro- 
ceeded with two of his warriors to search eveiy 
corner of the thicket, while Baptiste, with the 
remainder, watched tne various parties of horse- 
men who were still hovering at a distance. 

Reginald was left for a few minutes alone 
with the youth, whom he looked at with mingled 
eompassion and admiration, for it was clear that 
he had devoted his own life to obtain a triumph 
lor his tribe, and although he had not the ex- 
pressive intellectual beauty of Wingenund, nor 
the heroic stamp of form and feature by which 
War-Eagle was distinguished, yet there was a 
certain wild fierceness in his eye betokening a 
spirit, that awakened a feeling of sympathy in 
Reginald's breast. While looking steadfastly 
on the youth under the influence of these feel- 
ings, he observed that the Delawares, in their 
hurried anxiety to secure the prisoner, had 
bound the thongs so tightly round his arms as to 
^ cause a stoppa^ of the blood, the veins around 
.' the ligature bemg already swollen to a painful 
extent. 

With the unhesitating generosity of his na- 
ture, Reginald stepped forward, and loosening 
the thong, left the youth at liberty ; at the same 
time he smiled, end pointing to the knife in his 
belt, made the sign of " No," intimating that he 
should not repay thii$ benefit by using that 
♦eapon. 



The qnick-sigfalBd sat«ge niideRtood him ac 
plainly as if the hint had been given in his ow» 
language, for he instantly detached the knifi» 
from his belt and presented it to ReginahL 
There. was so much natural dignity and sinccr* 
ity in his manner while doing so, that our hen> 
in receiving' his weapon, gave him in exchange 
a spare knife that hung in his own belt, making 
at the same time the Indian sign for friendship. 

The nerves which were strong to endnro ex- 
pected tortoofr ahd a lingerizw death, were not 
prepared fortbi^ unlooked-for clemency; the 
youth spoke a few soft words in his own tongue^ 
looking earnestly in Reginald's face, and bad 
not yet recorered his sell-posseselon, when Atlo 
returned with his companions, to report that the 
prisoner must have come upon this dangerous 
war-path alone, as no other of his tribe was lurk- 
ing in or near the thicket. 

''Atlo," said Reginald, addressing the Dela- 
ware, *' this youth belongs by right to the hand 
that took him, he is yours; I ask you to give 
him to me, to do with him as I like." 

" The hand and the heart of Atto are both 
open to Netis; he is brother to the war-chief of 
the Lenap6^Attd is glad to give him what he 
asks." 

'<Att5 is a brave man," replied Reginald, 
«< and worthv of his race ; he can see that this 
youth is on nis first war-path ; he came to the 
camp to make himself a name; if the quick 
eye of Atto had not found him, there woaid 
have been a war-cry In the night—is it not 80| 
brothers 1" 

The Delawares gave their usual excUunatioB 
of assent. 

" Brothers," continued Reginald, ''Atto has 
given this youth to me— I thank him: the hattd 
of Netis is not shut, it holds a collar which hong 
upon the neck of a great warrior, it wHl not be 
ashamed to hang on the neck of Atto." 

As he said this, be threw over the neck of file 
Delaware the magnificent bear-claw collar which 
adorned his own. This was perhaps the hap- 
piest moment of AttS's life, for such a collar 
oould be worn only by braves of the highest 
rank in Indian Aristocracy, and the acclamation 
with which his comrades 9ailed the presentation 
of the gift, assured Reginald that it had been 
neither unwisely nor unworthily bestowed. 

The latter then mroed towards the pritoner, 
and made him a sign to follow towards the out- 
er edge of the thicket, in the direction where 
Baptiste and he had snot the two Indians who 
led the attack; their bodies still lay where they 
fell; the youth gazed upon them with stem eom^ 
posure. Reginald inquired by a sign if be knew 
them; he replied in the affirmative; and be add- 
ed, pointing to the nearest of the two, a sign 
which Reginald did not comprehend; he turned 
to Atto for an explanation. 

" He says," replied the Delaware, " that was 
his father." 

Reginald, jnuch affected, placed the youth's 
hand against his own breast m token of regard, 
and made him understand that he was f^^ee to 
go himself, and to remove the bodies withe ut in- 
terruption. 

The young Crow replied by a look of grati 
tude too expressive to require the interpretation 
of language, and moving towards the body of hi^ 
father, bore it into the midst of his wonderint 
compatioi^s, »hu received Lfm with repeatea 
waitings and cries : none, however, seemed dis- 
posed to beliere in his assurance that they «Li||lil 
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laH^'ailty tiw •flitfr Mj^lOwMse; lie «S8 
^ojWig^ ID nttam hfuuteU; awl thea oat of his 
tfiM, 8«eiag that ha stood aaiaf ured beside it, 
^unae oat from tbek ruikt and assisted him to 
beatltoC 



CHAPTER XXXIl 

A* «iisxpMtedMeetiag.~ReriBaId prepares to foQow the 

TtuL 

Fom two days the band of Crows hovered roqnd 
itae encampment, sometimes showing themselves 
<m the adjacent heights at others drawing off to 
a distance, ia hopes of enticing some of Regi- 
nald^ party to venture into the open countrv; 
tet| aHhougfar he hiflnself chafed and fretted like 
am impatient steed, he was acnaible of the rislc 
that most attend any error or imprudence while 
in the nef glifooarbood of an enemy so crafty and 
Mb EOmm in numbers, and he never permtued the 
ivwtdtfulness of his little gm-riscm to be relaxed 
lor a moment; the horses were driven to feed 
mdar the guard of two anned Delawares, and 
ii^ero not sent to a distance whence their return 
could be intereepted, and the ^tehes w«re reg- 
vlartfset and relieved dnring the whole night. 
On the third day the Ciows, fiwting that all 
4heir ettdea?oars to dmw* their eauHons enemy 
»4from the covert were ntte-, hekt a conocil of war, 
.^ftller which three or foar of their principal chiefe 

S preached the encampment^ making, as they 
vanced, signs of amity and trace. Reginald 
*went out to meet them, accompanied by Baptiste 
-Wild Att4 leaving orders with the remainder of 

• ^iaipa«ty to hold tlieiiisetves in readiness against 
Jiny attempt at treaebery. Halttng at a spot not 
IMrf than eighty yards from the wood, he 
awaited the Crow leaders, who came fiwward to 
tbeet' him wichoi;^ aay apparent snspidon or 
^ftaoheleos design.* 

They had mken the prMrantiioB to bring with 
ibem the youth' to whom ReginaU had already 
^OWh kindness, and wh6se presence they rightly 

- ^onteetnrsd woiud ftciiilaite the amicable nature 
4>f their mission. 

IMoald aoknowledged with a smile the 
'drienwy 'greeting of his young pratfgSy and then, 

^^rawmg himself np to his full height, awaited in 
offence the o^eniag^ of Che parley. 

T^oCroW parPistm* §tst elaneed his keen eye 

'«#rer the persons of those whom' he was ahovt to 

.lltidress. as if scanning them for ike purpose of 
Ascertamidg their qualities and character, and 
whether he should best succeed by endeavouring 
JV} cireum^^C or to overawe them. Keen as 
He was. his' penetration was here at fault, for 
i^hoogn no thrc^ persons could be* mora dis- 
similar than those before him, yet, whether taken 
•dollecttvely or severally, the^ looked like men 
who would not be easily overreached; his- eye 
first rested' on the spare, sinewy frame and im- 
tienetrableeotthtenanceof Attoytben^e it glanced 
fe th^ niuscular fBame and shrewd' hard features 
of the Guide, afid tufotng from thein, it found but 
little encouragement in the bright bold eye and 
^jmmanding form of Reginald Brandon. 

Pereeif ing, with the intuitive aagacit]r of an 
Indian, that Uie latter was the leader of his' party, 
the pflfTt1«an opened the parley by pointing his 

fytti-imgtT at Reginald, and then pressing the 

•— — — III II ■ ^— ^— ■ III II 

* lu the tTmve]fl of Major Long, and othen* who have de- 
ferihed iIm Indiane of the far- western prairiei, the ** brave** 
whe letd» ft wai-party ie wiaflr deiigHftteJ m n~-^- 



efoflid fingers agni&it his own bnsast; he then 
poimed to himself with the same finger, and 
aiberwards stretching both arms horizoDtally, 
moved them up and down with a vibratiog mo- 
tion, ooncludiQg his pantomime I9 again raising 
the fore-finger of his right hand vertically to the 
height of his forehead. Reginald, who could 
not understand these aestureS) turned to Atto, 
saying, ** Does my brother know what the stran- 
ger speaks 1 If so. let him explain." 

"He says,'* replied the Delaware, "that he 
wishes to be friends with you; and he tells you, 
by the last sign^ that he is an Upsaroka and a 
chief."* 

*' Tell him," said Reginald, '< that if his heart 
is true, and his tongue not forked, we als* wish 
to be friends with him and his people." 

The Crow replied by making the conventional 
sign for ''Good," addmg to it that for " Truth." 

On this being explained to Reginald, the latter 
desired Baptiste to bring iiom the camp some 
tobacco, a pipe, and a tew trinkeu for distribu- 
tion among the Crows. On the return of the 
Guide, the whole party took their seats, Regi- 
nald placing the partisan oa his right, and the 
voung prisoner whom he had released on his 
lell. After the pipe had been smoked with due 
gravity and decofum, he divided among his 
guests some beads and other fanciful ornament^ 
according to theif rank, with which they seemed 
highly dSighted; the chief in particular testified 
his satisfaction by repeajtad gesticulations oif 
friendship and affectum towards bis white broth- 
er, whom he invited to fo and feast with him 
and his braves. This invitation Reginald be|8|ed 
leave to decline, but he desired Atto to explain to 
his guest that he would rmt him on some other 
occasion. 

While these civilitiea were passing between 
the respective parties, a great commotion wa^ 
observed among the Crows stationed on the 
ueighbouriBg hill; some of whom were seen ga(- 
lopmg to and fm^ as if communicating some 
unexpected intelligence. The partisan arose 
and took his leave wit^ courteous dignity, ei- 
plaining by signs that he wished to ascertain 
what was passing among his people. 

As he wtcfaibrew, the youth, whose life R«d- 
nald had spared^ Utmed his head and gave the 
latter a look which he understood to convey a 
warning, bnt it was so rapid that he could not 
feel assured that he had rightly construed its 
meaning. Reginald remained for some time on 
the spot watehmg the motlona of the Crows, who 
had now gatheied in their scattered horsemen, 
and were evidently awaiting with some impa- 
tience the tetum of their chied Reginaki*s eye 
was still fixed upon them, when Atto, pointuu| 
to the eastward, whispered, "Men are comingr 

Turning his head in the direction indicated, 
Reginald thought he perceived a moving object 
in the distance. 

'U see something in that quarter, but not dis- 
tinctly ; are yon sure it isa party of men 1" 

«*Sore.'* 

<' Mounted, or on ibot 1' 



* It hM lieA>ro heea mentiooed, that mmxmg tfai^ —--^ 
tribe* of the great Minouriaa wildemeie every oae SM ite 
dietioctiTo national iig^ ; the«e are weU known .0 ea^ 
other, Mod to white men who are ezperionoed in the ■'** 
the fai^weet ; the eign nentioned in the text is that wljpM 
by the UpM«ekt«, ee they intend by the motion of their «• 
tended anw to imitate that of the winifi of a crow in niA^ 
The Sioux, Blaoidaet, Piwnee«, Snakee, Aricarae, Cmnte- 
chee, Ac-, hare all thdir dietinctire national nne ; bnt m 
•MuSeMtaeftorthwi w«Bklfa* t«iiM»«wlo«t«f ptaM hei* 
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<«Both,'* raplied tbt Delaware, withoot re- 
noWng hie bright keea eve fiom the object. 
"ThejT are npon oar tnil/'he added: *'if thev 
aie not friends, we had better retom to the camp.'' 

Meanwhile Reginald nnslang his telescope, 
and having at length brought it to bear npon the 
advancing party, he exclaimed, 

^ B J Heaven 1 there are white men as well as 
Indians there, horses, and loaded moles !" 

**How manyl" inqaired Baptiste. 

*<Thejr seem to me to be fifteen or twentv 
strong. Should their intentions appear saspi- 
eioas, we are near enough to* retire into our 
camp: if thejr are friends, they will soon see us, 
and approach withoot fear or nesitation." 

THe Onide shook his head as if distrusting all 
new comers in that remote region ; but they were 
within rifle-shot of the covert, and could, if ne- 
cessary, retire thither under the protection of the 
fire ofthose within it 

The Crows still hovered upon the summit of 
the adjoining hill, and several minutes of breath- 
less interest elai»ed ere the approaching band 
emetged from a hollow npou a point of the val- 
ley, where they were now cleariv distinguish- 
able, and proved to be, as Reginald had said, a 
mixed party of Indians and wnite men. 

He was not aware that among the latter was 
a telescope as good, and a horseman whose eye 
was more practised in the use of it than his own ; 
that horseman galloped out in front of his band 
and advanced at full speed to the spot where 
Reginald stood, and almost before the latter 
could rightly use his faculties of si?ht or speech, 
that horseman flung himself from bis horse, and 
Ranald was in the arms of Ethelstoa. 

There is nothing that stirs the heart to its very 
depths, more than the meeting a friend after a 
long separation ; not such a friend as is found in 
the ordinaiT intercourse of woridly society, but 
a friend whom we really esteem and love, a 
friend whom we have learned to cherish in our 
bosom's core— this must have been felt by all 
(alas! thev'are not very many), who have de- 
lerved ana obtained such a blessmg in life. How, 
then, must these stirrings of the heart be increas- 
ed if such a friend comes to our aid and comfort 
when we thought him thoosands of miles distant, 
when we are in anxiety and peril, when he brings 
us the latest tidings of our home I We will not 
attempt to describe the meeting of the two long- 
separated and loving friends under such circum- 
stances, nor to relate one hundredth part of the 
inoniries which each had to make and to reply to. 

The reader is already in possession of the in- 
fomfLtion which they had to communicate to 
each other, and can easily understand howEthel- 
ston and his party, guided by the yoong Dela- 
ware, had followed the trail on which they bad 
been preceded by the bands of Mah6ga and of 
Reginald: the latter greeted with cordial pleas- 
ure Paul MuUer, who now advanced to offer 
him his friendly salutation, while Pierre, Bap- 
tiste, and Bearskin, who bad weathered many 
a stormv day by flood and field together, inter- 
changed the grasp of their homy hands with un- 
disguised satisfaction. 

In the meeting between the two bands of the 
Delawares, there was less demonstration, but it 
may be doubted whether there was less excite- 
ment, as the last comers narrated to their cooi- 
rades the bloody vengeance which they had taken 
on some ofth^i'r foes, and dilated upon that which 
lAhey anticipated in pursuit of Man^ga. 
^ Elihelston s party being provided with somfi' 



eo«^ BQfl[ar,bte«ili»«ld.<«ther 4«^wiMrwtec4 
had been lomg strange to Reginald'^ oamp^ thm 
evening of their amval was devoted to a gieat 
merry-makinff, Monsiear Parrot nndertakiag th* 
office of chief cook, and master of the ceremo- 
nies, tx>th of which he executed with so mneh 
skill and good-humour aa to win the favour of 
all present In the midst of the feasting, the se- 
curity of the encampment was never endangered 
by the omission of due precautions, for the horses 
were driven in and the sentries posted, as on the 
preceding night, Reginald being well aware of 
the treacherous character of his Crow neigh- ' 
boors, and his suspicions aioaaed by the alight^ 
but significant look aivea to him at parting by 
the youth whose life he had apared. 

While they were aealed round a blaaing fire 
enjoying the good cheer which Perrot had pr»- 
vided, Pierre, fixing his eyes upon the bear-claw 
collar worn by Atto^ uttered an exclamation ^ 
surprise, and, springing from his seat, went la 
examine it closer ; having done ao^ he pronounced 
slowly and with emphaaia a name as ion; aa a 
Sanscrit patronymic. 

"What does that mean, Pierre 1" inquired 
Ethelston, who had found in the latter a guide 
of great shrewdness and experienee. 

** It is the name of the Upsaroka to whom thai 
coUar belonged, in our tongue, * The man whose 
*path is red.' I saw it upon hia neck lastyeai^ 
when I was at the post near the Upper fx»rk% 
He came to trade with us for a fisw Knives sai. 
blankets— he was a great war-chief) and had 
killed more Black-feet than any man in hia 
tribe." 

" Well, Pierre, his own turn is come now } bm> 
will kill no more Black-feet nor white mea f. 
either," said Baptiste to his comrade. 

" Did yonder Lenap^ kUl him, and in fair 
fight, man to man 1" 

*< He was killed in fair fight^ man to man ; not 
by Atto, but by a young war-chief whom tha 
Lenap4 call Netis," replied the Guide. 

Pierre fixed his quick grey eye upon the atl^ 
letic figure of Reginald Brandon, who colonreil 
slightly as he encountered at the same time tha 
glance of Paul Miiller. 

<' It is true," he said, " I had foolishly separa- 
ted mjTself dom the rest of my party, I was ioh 
tercepted in attempting to return, and only esc^ 
ped paying the penalty of my carelessness by tha 
speed of my horse. The Crow chief was better 
mounted than the rest of bis tribe, and as soon 
as I paused to Ixeathe m v horse, he attacked aa^ 
slightly wounded me; in defending myseUl I 
killed him." 

" My son," observed the Misidonary^ " he died 
as he nad lived, reckless and brave; it rejoioea 
me to hear you speak of the deed as one of na- 
cessity and self-preservation." 

'( I knownot,''muttered Pierre, " what he calls 
necessity, but it's a fine feather in the youth*^ 
cap, and our Delawares shall know it too." 

One of the most remarkable features in tha * 
character of this man, was the facility with which ' 
he acquired the habits and languages of the dlfp 
ferent tribes, among whom his roving life had ' 
thrown him ; moreover, he had the faculty of re? . 
membering with unerring certainty, any face, or . 
spot, or tree, or path that he had once seen, ea 
thar his services as guide and interpreter were 
hi^'ily valued; and as Pierre, though a goodp> 
hii iioured fellow, was shrewd enough in matters 
of business, he usually exacted, and had no di*« 
ficulty in pb^ni^g.a liberal remuneration flroafi 
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tftitHtml ifljgden of the fiir4nde cdmpaBtes: he 
WIS tolefahljr well vcned in the language of the 
CiDWS and the Black-feet, the two great nations 
inhabiting the vast region between the upner 
waters of the rivexs Platte and Missouri ; and 
there were few of the roving tribes upon either 
bank of the latter, among whom he could not 
make himself understood. As an interpreter, he 
dealt fairly by bis emplc^er, although he hated 
the Black-feet, in consequence of a warrior of 
that tribe having carried off an Indian delle to 
whom Pierre was paying his addresses. This 
offence he had never foigiven, and it gave him 
in all subsequent transactions a natural leaning 
towards the Crows, the mortal and hereditary 
Ibes ctf his successful rival's tribe. 

While Pierre related in an under tone, to those 
Delawares of his party who did not understand 
English, the victory obtained over the great war- 
ohi^ of the Crows, by Reginald Brandon, the 
latter kept up a long and interesting conversa- 
doo with Ethelston, whom he found already in- 
formed by the Missionary of his engagement to 
Pndrie-bird. 

On this subject Reginald, who knew the pru- 
dence of his friend's usual character, scarcely 
expected his sympathy or concurrence : he was, 
tiberefore, the more agreeably surprised, when he 
fooBd him disposed to enter into all his plans for 
the recovery of his betrothed, with a zeal and* 
enthusiasm almost equal to his own. 

^ The good Missionary," said Ethelston, " has 
told me much of the early life, as well as of the 
character and qualities of Prairie-bird. 1 cannot 
tell yon how deeply she has engaged my interest, 
aly own feelings towards your sister render me 
capable of appreciating yours, and I pledge you 
my faith, dear Reginald^ that I will spare neither 
tou nor exertion, nor life itself, to aid you. in this 
precious search." 

Reginald grasped his hand-^tbere was no need 
of words of gratitude between them — and ere 
long both turned to consuH with Paul Muller, as 
to their further proceedings. Ailer due deli ber- 
ation, they agreed that on the following morning 
they should pursue the trail, regardless of their 
Otcm neighoonrs, whom they had now little 
eanse to fear, and that previous to starting they 
#outd hold a council, at which Ranald should 
propose the distribution of their respective posts, 
on the line of march, in the event of their wish- 
ing him to retain that of leader. 

The night having passed without any alarm, 
Ranald summoned a general council of war 
before daybreak ; as soon as they were assem- 
bled, he told them through Baptiste, who acted 
as interpreter, that the^ were now strong enough 
to pursue the trail, without fear of interruption 
from the Crows; and that if the latter were fool- 
ish enough to make an attack, they would soon 
have cause to repent it. He then added that 
War-Eagle, their chief, being absent on the wai^ 

I)ath, it was necessary for some one to act as 
eader until his return, and, as his party bad 
been joined by so many warriors of experience, 
he would gladly place himself under the advice 
and guidance of the man whom they might se- 
lc ct._^ 

When Baptiste had finished this speech, the 
oldest warrior of Ethelston's party arose and 
said, "Is it not true that War-Eagle, when he 
went, appointed Netis leader in his place T' A 
murmur of- assent came from the lips of Attd 
sad hi^ party. " Is It not true," continued the 
fhdiari, ^ that Ketis is a brave and ekilfnl war- 



rior1-H»o "Who need not. be sil^t whea the 
braves strike the war-post 1 His heart is tnse 
to the Lenape, and 'he will tell them no lies." 

'' If the white men are content with Netis, the 
Lenape wish no other leader. 1 ha^e spoken." 
. As the scarred and weather-beaten warrior 
resumed his seat, another and a general murmtur 
of approbation broke from the Delawares; and 
Ethelston having spoken a few words of simiJar 
import to the white men, Reginald found him- 
sell' by universal acclamation chosen leader of 
the pany. 

After modestly thanking them for their good, 
opinion, his first act was to appoint Attd as guide 
upon the trail, desiring him to select any twa 
whom he might wish to asnst him, in the«vent 
of its becoming forked, or otherwise difficult 
to follow. Monsieur Perrot, with the provis* 
ions, and loaded mules, occupied the centre 
of the line of march, in which comparatively 
secuit post he was accompanied by Paul Miu* 
•ler, the main body of the hunters and the Delar 
wares being distributed before and behind tho 
baggage. 

h'ot himself Reginald reserved the rear-guard,, 
where he retained Ethelston, Baptiste, and a 
young Delaware, whom he might despatch upon 
any emergency to communicate with the front.. 
He also appointed four of the best mounted of 
his men, two on each side of his party, to pro* 
tect the flanks against any sudden attack, Pierre 
being sent forward to reader any assistance to^ 
Atto that he might require. 

These arrangements being complete, and 
made known to the respective parties, they were 
about to set forth on their journey when Attd ia> 
formed Reginald, that the Crow youth was com- 
ing swiftly acroiss the valley towards the ei^ 
campment, pursued at a distance by several 
horsemen of his tribe ; the lad was riding one of 
the swiftest and most untamed of the wild horses 
with which that region abounds, yet he had nei* 
ther bridle nor saddle, guidine the animal with 
a leather thong, which he had thrown round its 
nose, and uiging it to its utmost speed with a 
bow which he held in his right hand. A few 
minutes brought the foaming little steed and its 
rider to the ed^ of the thicket, wh«» the latier, 
still holding the leather thong, stood in silenoe 
before Reginald; his ^es were literally spark* 
ling with indignant rage, and he did not evea 
deign to look behind him to see whether his 
pursuers approached ; the latter, however, did 
not choose to venture near the encampment, 
but as sooa as they saw that he had gained 
. 1. . .L ^ „ , -J __j discord- 




put into 

quisition ; and as soon as the youth found aa 
ear that could understand his tale, he told it 
with a rapidity and vehemence, that showed^ ^ 
the strong excitement of his feelings ; the story, 
as interpreted by Pierre, was briefly thus : 

"The youth was present on the piecedin^ 
day at a war-council, where the Crows propo- 
sed a plan for inveigling the white men to A 
feast, and then attacking them unawares, at the 
same time desiring him to use the favour that he 
had found in their eyes, as an additional means 
for entrapping them: this he positively refused, 
to do, and boldly told the assembled chiefs, thai 
their counsels were wicked and treacherous, and 
that he would in no wise aid or abet theci." In* 
dignant at this remonstrance from a striping,, 
the partisan had ordered him to be whipfied.se> r 
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▼etelf wHh tlMttgs,iuid lo be lied hand and foot; 
tl» seotence wee ezecmed with the ntmoet 
cruelty, bat he had contrived early in the man* 
lag to slip off Ids bands, and sprioging to his 
feel, he seised the fleetest horse beloi^Dg to the 
jpartisaDi and leaping on its back, gallopM off to 
warn his protector against the meditated treacb- 
erf. 

The tmth of the tale reqnired no confirma- 
tion,Tor the glow of resentment burned roo fierce- 
ly 1.1 his ejpe to be dissembled, and the light co7- 
ering of antelope skin which he had thrown 
across his shoulders, was saturated with his 
blood. Reginald's first natural impulse was to 
punish the perpetrators of this outrage, but he 
checked it when he remembered the magnitude 
of the stake that bound him to the trail : '* Tell 
him, Pierre," said he, ** that I thank him for his 
eingle tongue, and 1 love him for his honest 
breve heart. Ask him if there is anything that 
I can do for him.*' 

*' Nothing," replied the youth to this question ; 
''tell him that I have warned him against the 
forked tongues of my tribe, because he gave me 
my life, and was ^ood to me, but I must not for- 

?a that his hand is red with niy father's blood, 
he day is very cloudy; the Great Spirit has 
S'ven a hard task to the son of the fallen chief; 
8 beck is marked like the back of a slave ; he 
has lived long enough." 

The voice of the vouth fhltered as he pro- 
nounced the last woros; the thong dropped from 
his feeble grasp, and as he fell to the ground, 
the wiM horse broke away and galloped across 
the valley. " He is dying,'^' said Reginaki, bend- 
in||^ over him ; " see, here below his hunting shirt 
is- the broken shaft of an arrow, which one of 
hje pursuers has shot with- too true an aim." 
While he spoke the young Cmw breathed his 
last 



CHAPTER XXXin. 

fSb/ewink how Wingennad ttmd in tht Omg9 Ctniis Bad 

Pimiii^-biid 



. A* mom of the Uilaman im 
fbotd bf MahAgs. 

Wa trust that the compassionate reader is 
n«w desirous to leain something more of the 
fate of Prairie*bird and her unfortunate brother 
Wingenmid, whom we left a prisoner in the 
hands of the merciless chief of the Onttges, For 
a* long time aAer the latter left her tent, his part- 
ing threat rung in her eara, that she must on the 
mforrow give her consent u> be his bride, or by 
her reftisal consign Wingenund to a cruel and 
lingering death. Her hiisf imagiaattioh por- 
trayed in vivid colours the scene of torture, and 
the heroic fonimde with which she laew he 
wookt endure it, and as she toraed from that 
pletufej the figure of Reginald Brandon rose to 
nor view, as if upbraiding her with the violation 
of her plighted troth; torn by these contending 
struggles, the poor girl sobbed convulsive] v, and 
the tears forced their way through the nngers 
with which she in vain endeavoured, either to 
suppress or conceal them. Lita threw her arms 
round her mistress's neck, andetrove by her af- 
fiNStieaate, yet simple endearments, to soO^e her 
l^f ; for a long time they proved nnsuccc^ul, 
bat when at last she whirred, 

<*The Great Spirit is very good; he is strongs 
er than Mab^, Vt Prairio<bini speak with him 
aa she oflen did when the Black Ealher was 
v^lh h«r.*» 



"Tnie, XJiB,*' afao npHodrtalclBtgtaiifal^ 
at the Gomancfae girl tiiroagh her imm% ** fum 
remind me of what I ought not to- have fbmt* 
tea." 

The next moment saw hfit prostrate opoii 
heroooch— ihe book of comfotin her head, and 
her earnest prayers ascending toward Heaven. 

She rose from her devotiona with a calmed 
and atrenthened spirit ; the first result of which 
was a desire to- converse with Wingenund, and 
to decide with him upon the morrow's feaifiil 
alternative. 

Mah^ willingly consented to the interview.^ 
justly believing that it woukl rather fbrwaoa 
than retard his plan for compel liiw her consent 
compared with which the twy's 1^ wei^^ied not 
a feather in the balance, so he ordered him t^lie 
conveyed to her tent; and the guards who con< 
ducted him having infixmed her that if she. un- 
bound his hands, he would be instantly aeiasd 
and remoyed, they retired to- the apeituK, awai^ 
ping the termination of the meeting with iheir 
habitual listless indifferenoe. 

Prairie-bird cared not whether they listened, 
as she spoke to heryottngbnilher in English, or 
which she knew that they tmdemtood uttle or. 
nothing. 

" Dear Wingenund," she said, *< vou heatd the 
threat uttered by that aavage, after he stnok 
your 

" I did." 

" Is there no device or means by which we 
can contrive your escape; we may tnul th» 
Comanche girll" 

"I do not see any," replied the boy, calmly;. 
** the eyes of the Osage chief are open, the hands 
of his warriors are many and rsady. It does not 
matter; War-Eagle ana Netis will be here sooBi 
then all will go well." 

"All well!" said Prairie-bird, shndderiag. 
<* Know you not that to4norrQw I must consent 
to be the wife of Uie Osage, or be the cause and 
the witaesB of my bfoiher's horriUe death V 

Wingenund looked at her with unfeigned ««• 
prise. 

** The daughter of Tanenund-~the Prairie^ 
bird sent by the Great Spirit, from an ODknewn 
land, to dweU among the lodges of the Latap6 
— she who has learaeid all the wise words of tae 
Black Father— «be to beeome the wife of that 
wandering wolf! • Can my sistec's heart beat to* 
wards him V* 

" Heaven knows how I loathe and dxead himl 
worse than the most poisoaoua snake in the 
prairie." 

" I thought so," he replied. " And how ought 
a wife to feel towards me man whom she mar* 
ries r 

" To feel that he is the joy, the food, the treas- 
ure of her heart: the object of her secret thoughts 
by day, of her dreams by night; that when she 
prays to Heaven his name is on her lips; that 
she' loves him as — as — ^ 

" As Prairie-bini lofes Netis," said Winge- 
nnod, smiling. The conscious girl blushed at 
the impassioned eBgeraess into which her feel- 
ings had betrayed her, bat she did not attempt 
to deny her brother's conclusion, and he con^ 
tinned, more gravely, "Then my sister coa.d 
not be the wife of the Osage without leading a 
life of misery and fkl5>ehood. No, no," he add- 
ed, his bright eye kindling as he spoke; "let to- 
morrow come'; Wingenund is ready; he wlU 
show that wolf 1k»w the Lenap6 die. Let to« 
morrow coBe^ ani Mah^ shall lean^ tlui| 
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' WingwnnidiipifletWfl htlfras mtieh as Prai- 
ris'bird soorns his loy«. My sister, 1 have spo- 
Icaa it The deeds of mj &thers are before my 
eyes y the blood of Uie aacieot people is in my 
TeiQs; words cannot change mv mind. Fare- 
well t and when yoo see War-Eagle and Netis, 
tell them that the Washasha fire drew neilber 
complaint nor cry from the lips of Wiagenand.'^ 
As he spoke, his agoniseed sister looked up in 
nis faice, and read bnt too plainly the high, on- 
eonquerable determination legibhr stamped upon 
its proud, expressive featares. She saw that the 
instinctive feelings of his race had triumphed 
oyer all the gentler impressions which she and 
the Missionary had endeavoured to implant; 
and, knowing that now she might as well at- 
tempt to bend a stubborn oak as to effect any 
change in his resolution, she embraced him in 
silence, and suffered the Osage guards to lead 
him from the tent 

Composing herself by a strong effort of self- 

-command, Prairie-bird revolved in her mind 
Tarioos schemes for savings the life of her devo- 
ted brother; one after another she considered 
and rejected, until at lei^th the idea occurred to 
her that perhaps she might contrive to work 
upon the superstitious fears of Mah^ga. With 
this view she examined carefully all her slender 
stock of instruments and curiosities — the novelty 
of the burning-glass was. past, the ticking of the 
watch given to her by Paul Miiller, though it 
migbt surprise the Osage, could not be expected 

-to alarm, or induce him to abandon his deter- 
mination. Then she cast her despairiDg eyes 
ii|>ott the few volumes which formed her travel- 
ling library : among these her attention was ac- 

y cidentally airected to the almanac which the 
; giood Father had brought to her ilom the settle- 
ments, when he gave her the watch, and she 
sighed when she thought how often she had 
amused herself in the spring, comparing them 
together, calculating the lapse of time, and the 
changes of season which they severally a**noDn- 
eed. Her observation of the sabbaths had been 

.most punctual, nor had it been 'interrupted by 
the toils and privations of the jouniey, so she 
had no difficulty in finding the week or the day 
then passing. " July," she exclaimed, readhig 
to herself half aloud, " only two weeks of this 
sad month are yet past; methinks they seem 
more like fourteen months than fourteen days I 
See here, too, on the opposite leaf, prophecies 
regarding wind and weaiaer. How often wouM 
the dear Father point these out to me, and strive 
to explain the wonderful terms in which they 
describe the movements of the stars; he was 
very patient, but they were too hard for me ; I 
am sure he tried to make me understand these 
strange words, * Aphelion,' 'Apogee,' * Perigee,' 
but, if he ever succeeded, I have forgotten it all. 
What is this notice In larger letters 1 To-mor- 
row, to-morrow, it stands written, < Total eclipse 
of the sun, visible at Philadelphia 9h. 4Sm.^ — 
surely, surely it will be visible here too. I will 
trust to it, I will build my faith upon it, and 
Wingenund's life shall yet be saved." So say- 
ing, she clasped her hands together, and her 
lovely countenance beamed with re-awakened 
hope. 

Lita, who had been watching her mistress 
with affectionate solicitude^ and listening with 
childish wonder to her half-uttered soliloquy, 
was overcome with surprise at this sudden 
ehan^ in her demeanour; .she thought that 
Pntoe-bird hadbeea conversing with some uor 



seen being, imder wiridiimpveBfiien she ap- 
proached, and asked, timidly, 

<* Has Olitipa seen a Good Spirit, and have 
her ears drunk words of comfort 1" 

** Olitipa has received words of comfort;" re- 
plied her mistress, kindly; "they seem to hei 
words from Heaven; she trusts that she may 
not be deceived; she will address her evening 
pvayer to the Great Merciful Spirit above, and 
retire to rest, at least to such rest as it may be 
His will to give her." 

For many hours after Prairie-bird had been 
stretched upon her furry couch did her thoughts 
dwell upon the solar eclipse, now the founda- 
tion of her hopes; she remembered how the 
Missionary haa explained to her that it was 
visible at one hour in one part of the earth, at a 
different hoar in another part; then she won- 
dered whether at the spot where she nciw was it 
would be seen sooner or later than at Philadel- 
phia. This doubt her science could not resolve, 
and it held her long in anxious suspense; but 
overwearied nature at lensth claimed her rights, 
and she sank into an unreueshing dreamy slum- 
ber, in which the images of Wingenund, Ma* 
h6gB, and Reginaki Brandon were stalking con- 
fusedly over an eelipsed and darkened region 
of earth. 

Eariy on the fotlowmg morning^ Mah^, 
who had resolved not to lose this favourable op- 
portunity tor working upon the fears of PratHe- 
bird, caused a pile of ify branches of wood to 
be placed round a tree, which stood nearly op- 
poeiie to her tent, to which he ordered Winse- 
nund to be secured with thongs of bison-hide ; 
after which he and his warrtors seated them- 
selves in a semieirele before their victim, pass* 
ing the pipe deliberately flvm mouth to mouth, 
as if to enjoy his suspense and terror. 

If such was their object, it met with little sno* 
cess, for the young Delaware, in the brightest 
day of his youth and freedom, had never wont 
so pioud and lofty an air as that which now sat 
enthroned upon his brow. 

^ A thousand warriors of the Lenape, whose 
blood is in mv veins, have gone before me to 
the happy fields; they knew not fear, and I, the 
last oftneir chUdren, will bring no shame upon 
their race. When I come they will say, 'Wel- 
come, Wingenund!' and before many winters 
and summers are passed, War-Eagle and Netis, 
Prairie-bird and the Black Father, will join me. 
and the blue eyes of the Lily of Mooshanne will 
be there also, and we will dwell In' a land of 
streams and flowers, of numberless deer and 
abundant com, unvexed by cold, or want; or 
pain." 

Such was the vision that rose before the men- 
tal eye of the vouth, and so completely was h^ 
engrossed by it, that he took not the slightest 
notice of the group assembled to put him to a 
slow and agonizing death. 

Meanwhile Prairie-bird having prayed ear- 
nestly to Heaven to support her, ana pardon the 
deceit which she was about to practise, dressed 
herself with more than usual care^ and coming 
forth from her tent, stood before Mah^ga with a 
dignity of demeanour, to the efiect of which even 
his fierce and intractable nature was not inimi-* 
sible. He rose not, however, at her approXh, 
but contented himself with inquiring, " Has 
Olitipa come to save her brother's life, or to kUl 
himf" 

** Neither," replied the maiden firmly; *<she iM 
come to give good counsel to Ma^^^; let hin^ 
beware how he neglects it I" 
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*'LM not OUlte's qpeeeh tnvel indrete^" 
Hid the angrr cnieC "Malitga has said that 
lius day she sbonld ooDsent to hi his wife, or she 
ainst see that feeUs boy honied before her eyes, 
-4here are bat two paths,— wliioh does Olitina 
chooser 

" The feet of foolish men often wander where 
ihert is no ]>ath at all," replied Prairie-bird ; and 
•he added, with solemnity, pointing upward to 
Heaven : " There is only one path and one 
Qnide, the Great Spirit who dweUs above I" 

Those of the Osages who were familiar with 
Im Delaware tongue in which she was speaking, 
looked at each other, as if wondering at her 
woids, bat Mah^a, whose passion was only in- 
creased by her exceeding beaaty, answerea ve- 
hemently, 

*' It is easy for Olitipa to talk and to make 
children hiliere that her words are those of the 
Great Spirit— Mah^ is not a child." 
. '*If he compare Jus strength with that of the 
Great Spirit," said the maiden boldly, "Mah^ 
ga's is less than the least finger of a child. Who 
can tell the power of the Great Spirit) The 
strong wind is his breath, — ^the thunder is his 
Toioe. the sun is his smile. If He is angry, and 
withdraws the suo, day is turned into mght — 
darkness and fear dwell in the hearts of men." 

The eneigy of her language and manner were 
not altogether without their effect even apon the 
stern nature of Mah^; nevertheless, he replied, 

*< These are but the notes of singing-oirds. 
Mah^ waits Ipr the choice of Olitipa,— she 
becomes his wife, or the &te is kindled at the 
ieet of Wingenund." 

Prairie-biid cast an anzioas glance athwart 
the blue vault above; not a cloud was in the 
sky, and the sun shone with the full brightness 
ofan American July. She would not yet aban- 
don hope, but, makmg a strong and successful 
effort to maintain her composure, she said in a 
firm, impressive tone, "Mah^, let there be a 
baigain between us ; you seek Olitipa for a wife ; 
if it be the will of the Great Spirit, she will sub- 
mit, and her brother's life will be spared; but if 
the Great Spirit is displeased, and snows his an- 
ftt by drawing a cloak over the lace of that 
briffht sun in the heavens, Mah^ will obey his 
will, and let the brother of Olitipa go away un- 
hurt. Is Mah^a content that it shall be so 1" 

" He is," replied the chif f, " if the sign be such 
as he, and the Osage warrion may look upon 
with wonder; not a m>i, or dark cloud." 

'* It willte such as wiA make Mah^ trem^ 
He," replied the maidri with di^mity. " Warri- 
ors of the Washashb, yju havo heaid the treaty. 
Before the sun has reached yon western peak, 
the answer of the fiicat Spirit will bn known." 
Having thus spokfn, she withdrew into the tent, 
kaving the Osag.'^i gazing upon each other with 
undisguised aws snd amazement. 

The maiden ibi^w herself upon her couch in 
an agony of m spense, greater than can be de- 
scribed 1 It vss terrible to think that her every 
hope of esc?2^mg from Uie dreadful alternative^ 
was staked npon a sentence in an almanac, of 
the correct! iss of which she had not the slight- 
est power to judge. Even the well-intentioned 
attempts ^t consolation made by her affectionate 
Lita, we e of no avail; her unhappy mistress 
entreated her to remain at the door of the tent, 
and ref i)/t whatever might occur ; within and 
withor t a profound stillness reigned. The pris- 
oner 'lood motionless by the sapling to wnich 
joe v«s bound} Mah^ smoked nis pipe in the 



fall eoBfidence of aMieipaiBdtiiwn^ 
ed by his warrion^ whc^ lest sceptical, or 
supentitious than their chief; looked and h 
ed, expecting some ronfirmatioo of the last wolds' 
of Prairie-bljNi. 

Although the sun could not be opposite the 
nx:k which she had pointed oat for neariy three 
bours^ of which not a fourth part had yet elaps- 
ed, the anxious girl bcgut to imagine that hope 
was at an end. Visions of future degradatioa 
and misery shot throagh her brain; she tor» 
from her hot brow the fillet that confined her 
hair, which floated in glossy luxuriance over 
her shouldere. The reproaches of ReginakL 
Brandon rung in her ears. The loathed em- 
brace of Mui^ crept oter her shuddering 
frame I At this crisis her eye fell upon thl^ 
handle of the sharp Imife concealed in her bo- 
som ; she drew it forth : the triumph of the pow> 
ers of Evil seemed at band, when a cry of sur- 
prise and terror firom Lita recalled her wandcr- 
mg senses. She sprang to the door; visible 
darkness was spreading over the scene, and the* 
terrified Osages were looking upward to the par- 
tially obscured disk of the sun, over the centre 
of which an opaque cireular body was spread ;. 
a brilliant ring bemg left around ite outer ridge.* 

Prairie-bird gazed uoon the wondrous spec- 
tacle like one entranced; the late fearful strug- 
gle in her breast had given a supernatural lustre 
to her eye ; her frame was still under high ner- 
vous excitement, and as, with long hair floating 
down her back, she pointed with one hand to 
the eclipsed sun, and with the other to Mah^gaa. 
well might the savage imagine that he saw be- 
fore him a Propheiess whose will the Spirit of 
Fire must obey. Under the influence of awe 
and dread, which he strove in vain to conceal, 
he moved forward and said to her, " It is enough I 
let Olitipa speak to the Great Spirit that the 
light may come a^in." 

The sound of his voice recalled the mind of 
Prairie-bird to a consciousness of what had 
passed. She answered not, but with a gesture 
of assent motioned to him to withdraw, and sup- 
porting herself against one of the trees that grew 
in front of her tent, she Imelt beside it, and veil- 
ing her face in the redundant tresses of her hair, 
found relief in a flood of tean. Overwhelmed 
by a sense of the merciful interposition by which 
she and her brother had been saved, and by » 
fieeling of deep contrition for the sudden impulse 
of seff-destruction to which, in a moment of 
mental agony, she had yielded, she thought nei- 
ther of the continuance nor the withdrawing of 
the dark phenomenon of external nature, but of 
the evil gloom which had for the time eclipsed 
the light of grace in her heart, and the teara 
which bedewed her cheek were tean of mingled 
penitence and gratitude. 

Still, Nature held on her appointed course; 
after a few minutes the moon passed onward in 
her path, and the rays of the sun, no longer inp 
terceptea, again shed their brightness over earth 
and sky. 

The Osages, attributing these effects to the 
communing of Prairie-bird with the Great Spirit,. 



* It is unnecenar]r to inform Uie reader that neither t^ 
date nor the descriiitiaii of this solar eriipee is intended ta 
cbaDenge scientific criticism. Merely the genera] featnree 
are preserved of that kind of solar eclipse, which is term- 
ed " anaalar,** and whidi takes place when the eclipse, 
though central, is not total, on aocoont of the mooin not be- 
ing hear enonffh to hide the whole of the sen, in which 
case part of the latter, is seen as a bnght ring rovnd to* 
I part hidden kgr" the 
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luxxf in silent awe as she arose to letire to her 
tent, and her secret hamiliation became, in their 
«yes, her triampb. 

Mahega, finding that he had no pretext for re- 
fasing to release Wingenund, and that his war- 
riors evidently expected him to fulfil his prom- 
ise, ordered the youth to be unbound; and in the 
height of his generosity, desired that some food 
might be o(]Sred to him, which Wingenund 
scornfully rejected. 

The Osage chief having called al^de two of 
those most devoted to him, spoke to them a few 
words apart ; and then addressing his liberated 
prisoner in the Delaware tongue, he said, "The 
Osage warriors will conduct Wingenund two 
hours on his journey; he will then be free to go 
^here he likes, but if he is agaifl found skulk- 
ing round the Osage camp, nothing shall save 
his life.'' 

Wingenund knew that he was to be turned 
loose in a desolate region, unarmed and half- 
starved, but his proud spirit would not permit 
him to ask the slightest boon of his enemy ; and 
without a word of reply, without even directing 
a look towards his sister's tent, he turned and 
followed his conductors. 

For several miles they pursued the back-foot* 
of the trail by which the^ had come from the 
eastward, Wingenund being placed in the cen- 
tre without weapon of any kind, and the two 
Osages marching one before, and the other be- 
hind him, being well armed with bow, knife, and 
tomahawk. The ^outh, unconscious that they 
had secret instructions from Mah%a to kill him 
as soon as they reached a convenient and suffi- 
ciently distant spot, made no attempt to escape, 
but walked ouietly between them, considering 
within himself whether he should endeavour to 
rejoin his party, or persevere in hovering in the 
neighbourhood of the Osages ; if a suspicion of 
Mah^ga's treachery did cross his mind, he al- 
lowed it not to influence his bearing, for te 
moved steadily forward, not even turning his 
head to watch the Osage behind him. 

About five or six miles from Mah6ga's camp, 
the trail passed along the edge of a low wood 
which skirled the banks of the same stream that 
flowed through the upper valley. This was the 
place where thev proposed to kill their prisoner, 
and hide his body in the bushes, the chief hav- 
ing commanded that the murder should be kept 
secret from the rest of his party. They had iust 
passed a thicket on the side of the trail, when 
the terrible battle-cry of War-Eagle rose behind 
them, and his tomahawk clove the skull of the 
Osage in the rear, auick as thought, Winge- 
nund sprang upon the one in front, and pinion- 
ed his arms ; the Osage tried in vain to disen- 
gage them from the grasp of his light and active 
opponent. Brief was the struggle, for the dead- 
ly weapon of the Delaware chief descended 
again, and the second Osage lay a corpse upon 
the trail. 

The brothers, having exchanged an aflfection- 
ate but hasty greeting, took the spoils from their 
enemies according to Indian fashion, War-Eagle 
contenting himself with their scalps, and his 
brother taking such weapons and articles of 



dress as his present ccmdition rendered nsoeysa- 
nr for his comfort and defence; after which, 
they threw the two bodies into the thicket into 
which the Osages had intended to cast ttmt of 
Wingenund, and continued their course at a 
rapid rate towards the eastward, War-Eagle re- 
lating as they went the events which had brought 
him so opportunely to. the scene of action ; they 
were briefly as follows : . 

When he left his party, he never halted nor 
slackened his speed until he saw the smoke of 
the Osage camp-fire ; concealing himself in the 
adjoining wood, he had witnessed all the sur- 
prising occurrences of the day ; and in the event 
of the Osages actually proceeding to set fire to 
the faggots around Wingenund, he was pre- 
pared to rush upon them alone, and either res- 
cue his brother or perish with him ; but, with 
the true self-command and foresight of an In- 
dian, he kept this desperate and almost hopeless 
attempt for the last chance ; and when to his 
surprise and joy he saw the prisoner sent upon 
the trail with a guard of only two Osages, he 
took advantage of a bank of rising ground, be- 
hind which he crept, and moving swiflly forward 
under its shelter, gained unperceived the thicket, 
where he had so successfully waylaid them. 

Fearing a pursuit, the brothers never abated 
their speed throughout the evening, or the early 
portion of the night. A few hours before dawn, 
some scattered bushes near the path ofiering 
them a precarious shelter, they lay down to 
snatch a short repose ; a mouthful of dried bison- 
meat, which remained in War-Eagles belt, he 
gave to his exhausted brother ; and one blanket 
covering them both, they slept soundlv and un- 
disturbed until the sun was high in heaven. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

MahAga finds the BodiM of hit two FdUoiren slain by Wai 
Eagle.— Some Reflections on Indian Character.— War 
Eagle returns to his Friends, and the Osage Chief push- 
es his Way further into the Mountains. 



*J^hen a trail is made by a party on a march, the grass 
is, of course, trodden down in the same direction as that in 
i.hi«h they are going. A party travelling along it from 
thn opposite quarter, are said to take the back-foot of the 
a-ail. The author heard the expression used by an experi- 
enced Western hunter, but is not aware whether it is in 
-eommoD use ; at all eTents itjsxplains its own meaniagiiff- 
vififludbreaoagh. ^ " 



Mahega waited anxiously the return of the 
two men whom he had sent with Wingenund, 
being desirous to learn whether they had faith- 
fully executed the treacherous commission with 
which he had entrusted them. When he found 
that the evening passed away, and that the sucr 
cessive hours of the night brought no intelligence 
of them, he became alarmed lest they should 
have fallen in with some hostile band of Indians, 
an occurrence which, in addition to the loss of 
two of his warriors, would threaten imminent 
danger to his whole party. 

At the earliest peep of dawn he set out in 
search of them, accompanied by three of his fol^ 
lowers, giving orders to the remainder to observe 
a strict watch during his absence. Traversing 
the little valley in front of his camp with hasty 
strides, he struck into the eastward trail, and 
followed it with unabated speed until he reached 
the spot where the deadly struggle of the prece- 
ding evening had arisen. Here the indications 
were too evident to leave a moment's doubt upon 
his mind ; the grass on and beside the trail was 
stained with blood, and from the neighbouring 
thicket were heard the snaris and yells of a pack 
of wolves quarrelling over their horrible ban- 
quet; while high in air several buzzards were 
wheeling round and round, as if endeavouring 
to find courage to descend and dispute the prey 
with the quadruped spoilersb , 
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DMhIifiiilo th« thldnt, and driTiDg the nail- 
log wolves before him, likh^ foand his wont 
Aws leaJiced, aod his horror-stiiick warriors 
Mood in silence beside the mangled remains of 
their comrades. The conduct of Indians nnder 
anch circamstances is uncertain and Tarious as 
their mood, their impulse, their tribe, and their 
ace. Sometimes they indnl^ in fearful threats 
•f vengeance : sometimes m the most woful 
howlings and lamentations ; at others, they ob- 
serve a silence as still as the death which they 
are contemplating. 

The Osages, on this occasion, following the 
example of their leader, spoke not a word, al- 
though the sight before them (far too horrible 
ibr description) was sufficient to try the strong- 
est nerves -, it was chiefly by the immoveable 
firmness of his character, Uiat Mah^ had gain- 
ed and maintained the despotic influence which 
he exercised over his followers ; neither did it 
ftJl him on this occasion, ibr he proceeded to 
examine the mutilated remains of nis deceased 
warriors with his usual coolness and sagacity, 
In order that he might discover by whom the 
deed had been perpetrated ; on a close inspec- 
tion of the skulls, ne found that both had been 
fractured by a tomahawk blow, which had fall- 
en in a direction almost vertical, but rather at a 
posterior angle of inclination, whence he imme- 
diately inferred that they had been killed by 
«ome enemy who bad surprised and attacked 
Uiem from behind, and not m an open fifrht : af- 
ter a long and careful observation of the frac- 
tures he was of opinion that they were made by 
ihe same weapon. This inference, however, he 
kept to himself, and directing two of his follow- 
ers to pay such office to the dead, as were pos- 
sible under the circumstances, and then to return 
to the camp, he went forward with the remain- 
ing Osage, to sati^ himself as to the manner in 
which the calamity had occurred ; he remem- 
oered to have seen Wingenund starting on the 
trail, and although he knew him to be bold and 
active, he could not for an instant entertain the 
heiief that a stripling, wearied with a sleepless 
tti^ht, stiff from being so manv hours bound 
with thongs, and totally unprovuled with arms, 
eould have killed his two euards, who were 
lirong, wary, and well-armea men ! 

For some distance Mah6ga continued his 
course in moody silence, the beaten trail afford- 
ing no indication sufficient to guide him in his 
conjecture, but at length he reached a place 
where it crossed a small rivulet, the flat banks 
of which were sprinkled with a kind of gravelly 
Band ; here he paused and examined every inch 
of the ground with the eye of a lynx, nor was it 
long before he detected the foot-prints which he 
sought, a smaller and a greater, the latter shew- 
ing longer intervals and a deeper impression. 

Rising A'om his stooping scrutiny, the eyes of 
the chief glared with rarv, as he tamed to his 
follower, and in a voice almost inarticulate with 
rage, groaned the hkted name of War-Eagle. 

** It is,'* he continued vehemently, ** plain as 
the moon in the sky, the trail of the cursed Le- 
«iap6, and the light foot of his brother; see here. 
War-Eagle has walked through the water, and 
Wingenund has sprung over it, the dew has 
fallen since they passed, they are far before us— 
but Mah^ga must not sleep till their scalps are 
in his belt. Is Toweno readvl" inquired the 
ileree chief, tightening his sirdle while he loos- 
ened the tom^anawk suspended from it. 

" Toweno* is ready/' replied the Indiani «* to 



figfai or rvft by th(0 rid« of Mth%^ from 
ing until night; his hand is not weak nor are hit 
feet slow; but the Great Chief must not let the 
angnr spirit bring a cloud before his eyes." 

'* Let Toweno speak," said Mah^ga controi> 
linff his fierce impatience, " his words will find a 
path to open ears." 

" War-Eagle," pursued the Osage, " is swift ot 
foot and cunning as a twice-trapped wolf. He 
is not come upon this far war-path alone. Win- 
genund hat been prowling round the camp, and 
while Mah^ga follows the trail of War-E^le» 
the youth may guide tlie pale-face warrior called 
Netis, with his band, to the encampment of the 
Washashe. Toweno has need of no more 
words." 

Mah^ saw in a moment the truth and force 
of his follower's sugpstion, and smothering for 
the moment his passion for revenge, he resolved 
to return at once to his encampment 

" The counael of Toweno is good," said he; 
" when a Iriend speaks, Mah^ is not deaf." 

Among the features that distinguish the char- 
acter of the North American Indian, there is 
none more remarkable, none more worthy the 
study and the imitation of civilized man, than 
the patience and impartial candour with which 
thev listen to the advice or opinion of others ; 
altnough so prone to be swayed by passion and 
governed by impulse, the Inilian seems to have 
a wonderful power of laying aside these predis- 
positions, when disctissing a matter pnvately 
with a friend, or openly in council. The deco- 
rum with which all their public discussions are 
conducted, has been observed and recorded by 
every writer familiar with their habits, from the 
time of Charlevoix, and of the interesting "Let- 
tree Edifiantes," to the present day. Golden, 
Tanner, Mackenzie, and many others who have 
described the Northern tribes, concur in bearing 
their testimony to the truth of this observation; 
Bftckewalder, Loskiel, Smith, Jefferson, confirm 
it in tlie cential region ; and the Spanish writera 
bear frequent witness to it in their descriptions 
of Uie l&ttthem tribes, whom they met with in 
their campaigns in Florida, and the adjacent 
country. In reading the account given of the 
numerous tribes inhabiting the vast region be- 
tween the Mississippi and the Rocky Mountains, 
by Clarke, Lewis, Long, and others, the same 
observation forces itself upon us almost at every 
page, and it is the more remarkable when we 
reflect upon two facts -^ first, that we find this 
characteristic attributed to forty or fifty different 
nations inhabiting a continent larger than Eu- 
rope, by the concurring testimony of travellers 
from different countries, and holding the mest 
opposite opinions. 

Secondly, we do not find a similar character- 
istic distinguishing other savages^ or nomadic 
tribes in Asia, Africa, or the Pacinc Islands. 

There is not a public body in Europe, from 
the British Parliament down to the smallest 
burgh meeting, that might not study with advan- 
tage the proceeding of an Indian council, 
whether as described in the faithful pages of the 
German missionaries, or, as it may still be seen bf 
any one who has leisure and inclination to visK 
those remote regions, where the Indian chara^ 
ter is least changed and contaminated by inter- 
course with the whitea. Such an observer 
would find his attention attracted to two remark- 
able facts; first, that no speaker is ever inter- 
rupted; and, secondly, that only those speak 
who from age, rank, and deeds^ are entitled t9 
be listened to. 
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' I1 1»» Ix^tiMHr andplavslMe wjfiy tasajr that 
. 4^§cu8s^i coDcemiog the eompHcated hadiness 
«f ft great coantrv, cannot be carried on like the 
unimportant " talks'' of these savage tribes; this 
seasoning is shallow and foil of sophistry, for 
many of the Indian conncils above refemd to 
have involved all the dearest interests of the na- 
tion ; their soil, their pride, their ancestral tradi- 
tions, all were at stak^, perhaps all with little 
more than a nominal alternative, to be bartered 
for the grasping white man's beads, whiskey, 
and subsidies. In these councils, every listening 
Indian mast have felt that his own home, the 
lodge built by his &ther, and the patch of maize 
cultivated by his family, were dependent on the 
issue of the neeotiation, and yet it is not upon 
record that a cnief, or elder-bra^ was ever in- 
terrupted in his speech, or that tiiie decorum of 
the council was infringed by irre^larity or tu- 
mult on the part of those who might have con* 
sidered themselves injured and aggrieved. 

Even in regard to time, it is a great mistake 
to suppose that anything is gained by interrup- 
tion, for an obstinate talker will carry his point 
in the end; and although the persevering excla- 
mations, and groanings, and crowings of an im- 
Satient House of Commons, may succeed in 
rowning his voice, and forcing him to sit down, 
he will rise again on some other occasion and 
ik^ct upon his hearers a speech whose buVk and 
1>ittemess are both increased by the suppressed 
fermentation which it has undergone. 

Leaving the moody and dispirited Osage chief 
to find his way back to his encampment, we will 
BOW return to Reginald Brandon and his party, 
whom' we left starting westward on the trail, 
marching in regular oraer, and prepared, without 
delaying their prc^fress, to repel any hostile at- 
tempt on the part of the Crows. The latter 
y.HxA seemed, however, so impressed with the 
aCrength, discipline, and appointments of the 
iKhite men's force, now that it had received a 
strong reinforcement, that they gave up all 
lanresent intention of molesting it, and went off in 
$n opposite direction in search of game, horses, 
c r booty, where these might be acquired with 
"iSS'risk and danger. 

Reginald and Ethelston went together on the 
-ifoe of march; and although the spirits of the 
former were damped by the recent and melan- 
choly fhte of the Crow youth, in whom he had 
felt much interest, the huoyant hilarity of his 
disposition did not long resist his friend's endeav- 
ours to banish that subject from his thoughts, 
and to tum the conversation to topics more im- 
mediately connected with the object of their 
present expedition. 

Reginald having once confided to Ethelstoa 
his love for Prairie-bird, found a pleasure in de- 
scribing to him her beauty, her natural grace, 
her simplicity, in short, all those charms and at- 
tractions which had carried by storm the fortress 
of his heart; and it seemed that his friend was 
no less willing to listen than he to talk upon the 
subject; repeating question after question, re- 
garding her with an unwearied intensity of curi- 
osity that excited at length the surprise of Regi- 
nald himself. 

"Indeed, Edward," he said, laughing, "did I 
aot know that you are devoted to a certain lady 
on the banks of the Muskingum, and that your 
attachments are reasonably steady, I could al- 
most believe (hat the fidelity and eloquence with 
which I have described Prairie-bird had made 
<?oa M la ioyt With her jroorseiC*' 



'^Perhofs yoa ue elahning mofe merit fivr 
yomr own eloquence than is due to it," said 
Ethelston, in a similar lone: "yoa foiget that 
before I joined you, Paul MiiileraBd I had trav- 
elled many hundred miles together; and it is a 
topic upon which he speaks as warmly and par- 
tially as yourselE" 

" Well he may !" replied Reginald with ener- 
gy, " ibr she owes everything to his affectionate 
care and instruction, in return for which abe 
loves and venerates him as If he weie her la- 
ther." 

In such conversation did the Mends while away 
many weaiy hours on the march; and at the 
midday halt, and evening camp, they wene joiQ- 
ed by the worthy Missionary, who, justly proud 
of his fapiAy and knowing tnat he was address- 
ing those who would not soon be weary of heel- 
ing her prai^s, told them many anecdotes of her 
eaxty youth, with an eamesmess and feeling 
which often caused Reginald to avert his face,, 
and Etihelston to siiade his brow thoughtfullsr 
with his hand. 

STor was the mareh mienlivcBed by scenes ot 
a merrier kind, for Pierre, Baptiste, and Mon- 
sieur Fenot kept up a constant round of fun and 
radlleiy around their camp-kettle; the latter con- 
tififling to act as chief cook for all the white men 
and half-bred in the party, and leaving the Dela- 
wares to dress their food ailer their own fancy. 
Provisions were abundant in the camp, and P^- 
rot contrived by his ineenuity to give a variety 
both in appearsmoe and flavour to supplies, which 
in truth consisted of little more than parched 
maize, biscuit, coflfee, and bison meat. He 
talked incessantly, and his lively sallies not only 
amused his two companions, but often drew a 
smile from Reginald, in spite of the anxiety oc- 
casioned by the object of the expedition. 

^Master Baptiste," said the valet cook, (as 
nearly as his language may be rendered into 
English,) "methinks those great hands of yours 
are better skilled in chopping Sioux skulls, or 
foiling bee-trees, than in tne science of butchery : 
see, here, what unchristian lumps of meat you 
have brought me to dcess !"• 

** Were it not for these great hands, as you* 
cairthem," replied thesturdy Guide, "you, Mas- 
ter Perrot, with those fine'Skinned fineers, would 
often ere this have seen little of either deer or 
bison-meat for your sujptperf 

" As for that, I deny not that you are tolerably 
sQccessful in Inmtiiig, and your load of venison, 
ie sooafetimes broaght decently home ; but in the 
cutting up of a bison, youf education has been 
much nciglected." 

"It may be so. Monsieur Perrot," answered 
Baptiste ; " I do not pretend to much skill in the 
matter, and yet methinks I should understand as 
much of it as one who had never seen a bison a 
month since; and who could not now dress a 
cow's udder half so well as an Osage squaw.'^ 
Pierre laughed outright at his comrade's de* 
preciation of Perrot's culinary skill, and the lat- 
ter, whose temper was not a whit rnfiled by this 
disparagement of his talents, inquired with the 
utmost gravity, • 

" Pray, Baptiste, instruct me in this matter, for . 
I doubt not, although you have so grievous. y 
mutilated the ox, that your method of dressing 
the cow's udder must be worth leaminff." 

" Nay," replied Baptiste, " I will show you 
that when we come among cows and squaws 
meanwhile, I recommend you to make yourself 
a apart peiwte. as we may soon be rmuiing fou/ 
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•of those Osages, or some other roWog Indians, 
who may chance to carry off that moveable 
nealp on the top of your head." 

This allusion to Perrot's disaster and narrow 
escape among the Sioux, tamed the laugh against 
him, bat he quickly checked its current by pla- 
cing before his companions some buffalo steaks, 
and cakes of maize flour, which practically 
contradicted all that they had been saying in 
disparagement of the good-humoured French- 
man's cookery. 

Towards the close of the second day's march, 
one of the Delawares, who had been sent for- 
ward to reconnoitre, galloped to the rear and re- 
S>rted that he had seen one or two men at great 
stance a-head, nearly in the line of the trail, 
which they were now following. Reginald im- 
mediately sprang upon Nekimi, who was walk- 
ing like a pet dog at his side; and, accompanied 
by Ethelston, rode forward to examine the stran- 
gers with his telescope. The undulations of the 
intervening ^onnd hid them for a considerable 
time from his view, and when they reappeared 
they were near enough to be clearly distinguish- 
ed through his glass. 

<* War-Eagle," he exclaimed, " heaven be 
praised 1 it is my brave Indian brother returning 
with young Wingenund. Edward, I will now 

f resent to you the noblest creature that ever yet 
encountered in human shape. Mv feelings 
would prompt me to rush forward and embrace 
him *, but we must conform ourselves to Indian 
usage here, or we shall lose the good opinion of 
our Delaware friends." 

Reginald had confided to his friend all that 
had passed between himself and War-Eagle, not 
«ven omitting his unfortunate and long-cherish«d 
passion for Frairie-bird, so that Ethelston await- 
ed his approach with no ordinary interest. 

As the Delaware chieflain advanced with 
erect front, his enanded chest thrown slightly 
forward, and the nne symmetry of ;his form de- 
veloped in every movement as he stepped lightly 
over the prairie, Ethelston felt that he had never 
seen, either in nature or in the works of art, a 
finer specimen of manhood; and when he wit- 
. nessed the grave simplicity which mingled with 
his cordial greeting of Reginald Brandon, he 
could not deny that features, form, and bearing 
stamped the Delaware chieftain at once as one 
of the lords of the creation. Neither did the 
gentle gracefulness of the slighter figure by 
whom he was accompanied escape Ethelston's 
notice, and he felt no difficulty in recognising in 
the interesting features of the youth, that Win- 

fenund of whose hieh and amiable qualities be 
ad heard so much from Reginald. 
« These are, indeed," said Ethelston to hlm- 
seli, " worthy descendants of the Lenap6 princes, 
v/hose sway in bygone days extended over many 
hundred leagues of fertile territory, from the 
Ohio to the Atlantic coast: whose broad lands 
arc now tilled by the Saxon plough, on the site 
of whose ancient villages now stand the churches 
and the populous streets of Baltimore, and the 
city of brotherly love. With the loss of their 
dominion, most of these once-powerful tribes 
have lost the highest and best characteristics of 
their race ; subdued by the rifle, corrupted by the 
silver, degraded by the ardent spirits of the white 
man, they present but too oi\en a spectacle in 
which it is difficult to recognise any traces of 
the attributes with which the narratives of our 
early travellers and missionaries invest them. 
But these aie indeedi features which i Titian 



would not have scorned to delineate: these am 
forms which the pencil of Michael Ai^j;elo and 
the chisel of Praxiteles woukl have rejoieed to 
immortalize." 

While these thoughts were rapidly passing 
through the mind of Ethelston, the greeting be- 
tween Reginald and War-Eagle wasexchai^ed; 
and the former had given to his Indian brother 
a hasty sketch of the events which bad occurred 
in his absence, and of those which had led to the 
reinforcement brought by Ethelston. A gleam 
of joy shot athwart the features of the Delaware, 
as he learned the vengeance which his warriors 
had taken of their enemies; and his quick eye 
glanced with gratified pride over the scaqs 
which they displayed, and the magnificent bear- 
claw collar dependant from Attd*s neck. The 
Lenap6 braves saw too that the tomahawk of 
their leader had not slept in its belt on bis soli- 
tary war-path, for the scalps of the two unfortu- 
nate Osages whom he had slain hung close id 
its handle; and though there was no shout of 
triumph, an audible murmur of satisfaction ran 
through the whole band. 

When Reginald presented Ethelston to War«^ 
Eagle as his earliest and most faithful friend 
from childhood, the chief, taking him by the 
hand, said, " The friend of Netis is the friend of 
War-Eagle, — their hearts are one; he is very 
welcome." Reginald then presented Winge- 
nund to his friend, as the gallant youth who mA 
saved his life on the banks of the Muskineum. 

*' I feel as if I had long known him,'* said 
Ethelston, shaking his hand cordially; *' I have 
come lately from Mooshanne, where his name 
is not forgotten." 

"Is the Lily of Mooshanne w^U V* inquired 
the youth, fixing his dark and earnest eves full 
Upon the countenance of the person whom he 
was addressing. Ethelston had been prepared 
by his friend's description of Wingenund for a 
demeanour and character highly interesting, but 
there was a melody, a pathos, a slight tremour 
in the tone in whicn he spoke those few words, 
there was also in his countenance a tonchiog 
expression of melancholy that thrilled to the 
heart of Ethelston. How quick is the jealous 
eye of love I Ethelston knew that Wingenund 
had passed only one day in the society of Lucy, 
yet he saw in an instant the deep impression 
which that day had left on the young Indian's 
mind. 

" The Lily of Mooshanne is well," he replied. 
" If she had Known that I should visit her broth- 
er, and his Lenap6 friends, she would have bid 
me speak many kind words to them from her.'' 

Wingenund passed on, and War-Eagle related 
to the two friends the leading circumstances of 
his own expedition, omitting all mention of the 
fatigue, the hunger^ the sleepless nights that he 
had undergone, before he discovered and reach" 
eid the Osage camp. 

As he described the scene of Wingenund be- 
ing tied to the post, with the dried faggots at his 
feet, and the appearance of Prairie-bird when 
Mah%a called upon her to pronounce her own 
or her brother's rate, both of his auditors held 
their breath with anxious suspense, which gave 
place to astonishment, as he proceeded to relate 
with undisguised awe, the mystery of the solar 
eclipse, which led to the liberation of Winge- 
nund. 

When he had concluded his narrative, R»l- 
nald was speechless, and Ethelston cat hing ua 
Delaware's ann/inquaittd in a low irhiafd^ 
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* Hm the Osige dtni, or wfll he diLre to make 
Frairte*bird bis wife by forcer 

«He has not," lepMed the Chief, << the words 
of Otttipa, and the Uack sun, made htm afraid." 
fie added, drawiog himself proudly to his full 
jheight, " Had the wolf threatened to touch her 
with his paw, the tomahawk of War-Eagle 
■woulc* Have pierced his heart, or the bones of 
the Ld&ap6 chief and his brother would have 
been picked by the buzzards of the mountains." 
Bo saying, Wai^Eagle joined his expectant 
warriors. 

. In the mean time Mab^ga returned to his 
camp, in a vexed and gloomy state of mind; as 
he passed the tent of Prairie-bird a dai ker frown 
lowered upon his brow, and having entered his 
lod^i he seated himself, without speaking to 
any of those who had asseml^ed there, in ex- 
peeution of his retura. 

The youogest of the Osages present having 
banded him a lighted pipe, retired to a comer 
of the lodge, where he resumed his occupation 
of sharpening the head of a barbed arrow, 
leaving the chief to his own meditations. These 
dwelt mainly upon Prairie-bird, and were of a 
mature so mingled and vague, as to cause him 
tbe greatest perplexity ; the effect of her beauty 
and attractions fipon his passions had rather 
incieaaed than diminished. He loved her as 
much as one so fierce and selfish could love 
-another; vet, on the other hand, he felt that he 
ought to hate her, as being the sister of War- 
£agle, and the betrothed of the man who haa 
•truck and disgraced him ; with these contend- 
ing feelings, there was blended a superstitious 
awu of her oommunion with the world of spirits, 
and a remote hope that some of these supemat- 
oral agencies might turn her heart in his fa- 
vour, and induce her not only to become his 
bride, bat zealously to employ all her mysteri- 
ous powers in the furtherance of his ambitious 
fchemes. 

3nch was the train of thousht pursued by the 
Osage, as he leaned against tne pile of furs that 
supported his back, and stretching his huge limbs 
at tneir ease, watched the eddying wreaths of 
fragrant smoke, which, eently puSed from his 
mouth and noatril, wound their slow way to the 
•fissures in the lodge-roof by which they es- 
caped.* 

The suggestion of Toweno had made a strong 
impression upon Mah^a's mind, and led him to 
expect at no distant period, an attack on the 
part of the Dela wares, and, as he was uncertain 
of the force which his enemy might bring against 
him, he resolved to make a timely retreat to 
aome spot, where a pursuit, if attempted by the 
Delawares, might enable him to take theni at a 
disadvantage. 

Calling to him an Osage, who was leaning 
against one of the outer posts that supported 
the lodge, he desired him to make, with a com- 
xade, a careful search of the neighbourhood, 
and to report any trail or suspicious appearance 
Ihat they might find, and when he had given 
Ihese orders he summoned Toweno, and started 
with him towards the head of the little valley, 

* The hBrba mingled by the Indiuit with • snmll propor* 
Hon of UilmcGo, are fretiuently of a light and fragrant flar 
Tnar : ■nmetnneg, ti mi, they have aome narcotic properties. In 
mnder folly t» mijoy their qiiaJities after the Indian fashion, 
the tmoktr nunt inhale the emoke by the mouth and expel 
k thniugh the iMiatnt, in which opM«tion the nerves and 
pnall Teeeela of the Utter experienoe a pungent sensation 
•which sune otMunder highly agreeable, and is not anllhe 
4lMt which m ranaed by a piack of inild, «r perftUMd aiMiJr* 



without informing htm of the object which ha 

had in view, bat as the latter was the only per- 
son to whom the chief had entrusted the secret 
of the c6che, where his most valuable spoils 
were ^deposited, and as they were now march- 
ing in that direction, he was not at a loss to di* 
vine Mah^a's intentions. After a brief silence, 
the chief said to nis follower, *' Do the thoughts 
of Toweno walk upon the same path with the 
thoughts of M ah^a V 

"They do," he replied. 

**Can Toweno speak th^mT' 

"Mah^a intends to leave the camp before 
the Leoap6 come, and taking some goods with 
him as presents to the mountain tribes, to find a 
safe place where the enemy cannot follow hinL" 

" Toweno says well," answered the chief, with 
a grim smile, ** but that is not enough, the Le- 
nap6 must be made a fool, he must l^ put upon 
a wrong trail." 

'*That is good, if it can be done," said To- 
weno gravely, *' but it is not easy to put sand in 
the eyes of War-Eagle." 

" Mah^ga will put sand into his eyes, and a 
knife into his heart before this moon becomes a 
circle," replied the chie^ clutching as he went 
the haft of his scalpkoife, and unconsciously 
lengthening his stride under the excitement pro- 
du^ by the thoughts of a conflict with his 
hated foe. They had now reached the '* cAche,'' 
which was a laige dry hole in the side of a 
rocky bank, the dntrance to which was closed 
by a stone, and admirably concealed by a dense 
thicket of brambles and wild raspberry bushes; 
bavins rolled away the stone, Mah^ with« 
drew from the cAche a plentUul supply of beads, 
vermilion, powder, and clotm of various colour, 
being part of the plunder taken from the camp 
of the unfortunate Delawares, and wrapping in 
two blankets as much as he and his companion 
con Id carry, they replaced the stone, carefully 
concealing their footprints as they retreated, by 
strewing them with leaves and grass. At a 
spot very near the cAche was the skeleton of a 
deer, which Mah6ga had killed on a former oc- 
casion, and purposely dragged thither. As soon, 
as they reacned this point, they took no further 
precaution to conceal their trail, because even 
if it were found, the party discovering it would 
stop under the impression that it was made by 
the hunters who nad killed the deer. On re- 
turning to the camp they met the two Osagss 
who had been despatched to reconnoitre, and 
who reported that thev had Ibund one fresh 
Indian trail in the woods opposite the little val- 
ley, and that they had followed it as far as the 
stream, where, from its direction and appear- 
ance, they were assured it was the trail of War- 
Eagle ; and Mah%a now first learned that his 
daring foe had been within eighty yards of the 
spot selected for the tenure of Winf^nund. His 
was not a nature to give way to idle regrets; 
equally a stranger to fear and to remorse, the 
future troubled him but little, the past not at all, 
excepting when it afforded him food wherewith 
to cherish his revenge; so the information now 
received did not interrupt him in carrying into 
execution his plans for retreat. Accordingly, 
be desired Toweno to summon bis warriors to 
a council, and in a short time the band, now re- 
duced to eight besides himself, assembled in 
front of bis lodge. Here he harangued them 
with his usual cunning sagacitv, pointing out 
to them the risk of remaining in their present 
position, and Mttiag before them la the mofl 
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ikrwaaM9 tight the advsAtagM which night 
aecnie from thdr IkUing in with some of the 
peaceable tnbea among' the moonUins, aod 
eanying back from them to the banks of the 
Osage and Kansas riren a plentiful caigo of 
beaFcr and other ralnable skms. Having con* 
eluded his harangue, he opened before them the 
lai^gest (although the least precious) of the bales 
brought from the ciche, which he divided equally 
among them, so that each warrior knowing what 
belonged to him, might use it as he thought fit; 
the remaining bale he oniered to be carefully se- 
cure in wrappers of hide, and to be reserved 
l^r negotiations for the benefit of the whole 
hand j the Osages were loud in their approbation 
of the apeech, and of the liberal distribution of 
ineaents by which it had been accompanied, and 
theyretiiedffiom his lodge to make immediate 
fimarations Ar departure. 

While these were rapidly advancing, Mah^ga, 
whD had made hiaiBelr thoroughly familiar with 
te neighbouring kicaiity, considered and ma* 
tured his plans for retreat, the chief object of 
whiehwaaU) mislead theDdUiwaresin the event 
of their attempting a pursuit. The result of his 
meditations he confined to his own breast, and 
h^s foUowers neither wished nor cared to know 
ii, having full reliance upon his sagaicity and 
jiidgment. Meanwhile Prairie-bird remained 
qt^etly in her tent, gratel'nl for the deliveiaDce 
of her young brothers, and indulging in a thou- 
sand dreamy visions of her own escape, contrived 
and effected by Reginald and War-Eagle. These 
were suddenly interrupted by the entrance of Lita, 
who, while engaged in carrying water from the 
biook, had gathered ftom one of the Osages some 
inteUigence of wliat^vas going forward. If the 
truth must be told, this Indian, separated from 
the woman-kind of his own tribe, nad begun to 
xook on the ^rpressive gipsy countenance of the 
Comanche girl with an eye of favour; and she 
not being slow to detect the influence which she 
had acquired, encouraged him just enough to 
render him eoramunicative, and willing to offisr 
her such attentions as were admis$ible in their 
relative situations. Yet in her heart she scorned 
him as a ^' dog^ of an Osage," and though he 
knew her to be only a slav^ there was something 
in her manner that attracted him inr spiteof him- 
self; it was not difficult for the quick gtrl to 
^ther from her admirer the news of Winge- 
nund's escape, and the death of the two Osages 
sent to guard him, but when she heard the latter 
attributed with an execration to the hand of War* 
Eagle, she was obliged to avert her face, that 
her informant might not observe the look of tri- 
umph that gleamed in her dark eyes. 

Having ascertained at the same time, that 
Mab^a was about to strike his tamp and re- 
sume his march, she rewarded the Osage by an 
arch smile, that sent him awav contented, while 
she, taking up her water vessel, pursued her way 
to her mistress^ tent. 

To the latter, Uta lost no time in communi- 
cating what she had learned, and was disapp<HDt- 
ed to observe that Prairie-bird seemed rather 
vexed than gratified by the intelligence. 

'' Does OUtipa not rejoice V inquired she ea- 
gerly, " that th' scalps of the Washashe dogs 
who kept Wingenuna prisoner are han^iy^ at 
t^<e belt of the Lenap^ chief V' 

-' Olitipa is tired of blood,'' answered the maid- 
en, mournfully, ** and the loss of his warriors will 
ma<e Mah6ga more fierce and cruel to us. See, 
already he prepaces to ga on a distant path, where 
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us ;" and the poor -gm shuddeied at iheimiBpstt 
of a joomey to regions yet more wild and remote, 
and a captivity yet more hopeless of deliTeranoew 

*' Let him go where never Washashe ibotstep^ 
ped before," replied Lita, " where no tsail isseea 
but that of the big^iom, and the black- tailed deer; 
War-Eagle wiU follow and will find him.* 

Prairie-bird smiled sadly at the eageiness of 
her companion, and then desired her aid in get* 
ting their wardrobe and few moveables ready fit 
the expected journey. While they were thos 
empk>yed Mah^a called Prairie«bird tothedeor 
of ner tent, where she found the chief, widi his 
arm wrapped round with a cloth; and believing 
him to be wonnded, she acceded at once to his 
request that she would give him one of her ker^ 
chie& for a bandage.- During the remainder ot 
the evening she saw nothing more of bias or at 
his people, and she slept undisturtied until an 
hour before dawn, when she wite awakened by 
the bustle of pfe)niration for depatturr. 

As soon as her light <lent was stmek and fastw 
ened to the poles wtedrsomrted it, she observed 
that a kind of cradle had been constrocfied bjf the 
Osages. which was covered with sktes, ano was 
adapteaio the purpose of xsarrying herself or her 
moveables, when slung to the tent poles, as wi^ 
as to convey its contents dry over any r i ver t h a t 
might obstruct their pf»sage. 

The Osage party was nowdividedinto two^o^ 
which one was reserved by Mah^ for Usowa 
guidance, the other being entrosied to that of 
Towtmo ; all the horses were placed under th» 
cfaai^ of the latter, includiBg mose carrving: tiie 
packages, and the palfrey nsnlly ridhdea by 
Prairie-bird; this* party b^t their cosnse to the 
northward, and Msh^ aecompanied them a^ 
few hvndred yards, repeatinponany instructions 
to Toweno, which seeoaed from* ms earnest ges- 
tieulation to hh both mhrate and important. 

The heart of Prairie-bird sank within her; 
when she saw her favourite horse led awaqr, and 
bertelf left with Lita on foot, attended 'by Ma. 
h^ and four of iiis men; knowing, however, 
the inutility of any present attempt either at le- 
sistanee Or i%ht, she awaited in nnooraplaiiJBg; 
silenee the fhrtfaer oommands of her cn^or, al^- 
thoQgh she easily saw through the mocking veil^ 
of courtesy with which he disguised his tintiCU 
paoed en{::Dpfa over'her baffled friendKr To his 
inquiry whether she preferred travellitt|r on foot 
to being carHed in tae wicker^frame by ttro' dt 
bis men, she replied without hesitation, in (he 
affirmative; upon which he presented her with 
a pair of moccasins^ to be worn over ho own, so 
ingeniously contrived that although they did nof 
encumber her movements by their weight, they' 
yet rendered it impossible that her fdot-printa 
should be recognised; even by the practised e^e 
of Wsr-Bagie. A similar pair was also placed 
on the feet of Lita. 

It may easily be imagined, that the Osages, « 
during tneir residence at this encampment, made 
various excursions for hunting and other poN • 
poses; they had used on these occasions old trails ■ 
made by native tribes or by the bison ; one of 
these ran in a north-east direction, skirting the 
base of the high western hills, and ofiering th^ 
prospect of easy travelling, through an undnla- 
tins and partially woodSl country. Into this 
patn Mah^ga struck at once, leading the way. 
himself, followed by Prairie-bird and Lita, the- 
four Osages bringing up the rear. This line of* 
march being adopted by the cunning chiei^ first , 
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Hial hft mighA har^ foeqocnt. o{)^rtunlty of 
wAtching and speaking with tha maideo, and 
veeciiidlv, that hia men might b^ the better ena- 
Uedto uilfil hi» strict injunction, that they should 
carefully remove any trace which she mif^t 
fHirpoaely, or accidentally, leave on the trail 

8ach an idea did noL however, appear to have 
entered the thoughts of Prairie-bira, for she ful- 
lowed the Osage chief with a blithe and cheerful 
air, replying good-humouredl^ to the observa- 
tions, which he from time to time addressed, to 
^r, and plating out to Lita the beauties of the 
aoenery tnroi]^ which they wece passing. 

It was indeed a lovely region, abounding in 
iDck, herbage, and magnificent timber; the latter 
affording an agreeable shelter from the rays of 
the sun, while the fresh breete, blowing irom 
tlia snow-eapped mountains, which bbundedthe 
western prospect, rendered the exercise of walk- 
Ingpleasani in the highest degree. 

lliey had followed ti^ trail for some time 
without meeting with any game, when the quick 
eymoi Mahega detected a mountain-deer, hraws- 
iBg at no great distance, and in a moment an 
arrow from his bow pierced its flank ; the wound- 
ad animal bounded onward into the glaile, and 
she chief sprang foorward in pursuit The Osa- 
ges fixed their Seen and eagcHT eyes on the chase, 
aaatlering half-aloud expressions of impatient 
4i80ontent at being prevented' from joining it. 
Swjtit as had been the arrow of Mahiga, it was 
not more so than the thought and hana of Prai- 
ije-bird, who contrived, while her guards were 
saatnff intently on the deer and its pursuer, to 
let fall unperceived a small slip of paper upon 
the trail ) so completely did she appear absorbed 
in watching the chase, that the movement was 
unnoticed even by Lita^ and the party continued 
their way a few hundred steps, when a signal 
firom Maihiga, now out of sight, soon brought 
4kne of his followers to assist him in cutting up 
the quarry. 

Before leaving her tent, Prairie-bird had pre- 
pared' and secreted about her person several 
small slips of paper, on each of which she had 
widtten the word "FoQovr" trusting to her own 
ibgeniiity to find an opportunity of dropping 
one now and then unobserved by the Osages. 

Such an opportunity having now occurred, it 
kad been successfully employed, and the maiaen 
went forwuvi with a lighter heart, in the confi- 
^nt hope that Providence would cause some 
firiendly eye to rest upon the slight, yet guiding 
token leffc upon her path. «! - 

For two dsnrs Mah%a pursued his march 
eisorely, as if fearless of pursuit, halting fire- 
<9ieiit}y to afford rest and refreshment to Prairie- 
fird, and camping at night, on some sheltered 
spot, where his men constructed^for her protec- 
tion a hut, or bower of branches, over which 
was thrown a covering of skins ; before setting 
out in the morning this bower was destroyed, 
and the branches dragged to some distance in 
several directions^ and Mahega, having careful- 
ly examined the spot, was the last to leave it, 
m order to ensure tnat no indication or trace of 
liis fait prisoner might remain. 

On the third day about noon they reached the 
kuaks of a broad streamy which two of the Osa- 
ges crossed immediately, with instructions from 
their chief to make a visible trail in a N.E. 
direction for some distance, when they were to 
enter the river again at another place^ and to 
wade or swim down it until they rejoined him; 
aneanwhile Prairie^blrd a&d Lita,:wttl^ rach ani* 



cle» as they wished to keep dlji were placed in 
the light coriole or wicker-boat covered with 
skins, and Mah6ga guided its course down the 
stream, followed by the remainder of his men: 
they descended the bed of the river for several 
miles in this way, and although more than one 
trail appeared on the banks as a crossing plaee 
for Inoians or bison, he passed them all unheed- 
ed, until he came to a broad track, which had 
very lately been trodden by so many feet that 
the trail of his own party could not be distin- 
guished upon it; here he halted until he was re- 
joined by the men whom he had left behind, 
when thev proceeded forward at a brisk paoe, 
towards the spot which he had appointed as tire 
rendezvous for his party in charge of the pack- 
ages and the horses. 

Mah^a was now in high spirits, being confi- 
dent that the preeautions which he had takf&x 
would, throw the pursuers off the scent, and en- 
able him to follow out his plans, which were to 
trade^ during the sumtnn with the Shosoaies 
and other tribes hovering about the spurs cKf the 
mountains, procuring fiom them beaver ami 
other valuable furs in exehange for the fine 
cloths and goods which he had brought from tltt 
Delaware camp; afler which he proposed to re- 
turn to the northern portion of the Osage country, 
enriched by his traffic, and glorying in the pos- 
session of his mysterious and beauUlul bride. 

Such were the projects entertained by the 
Osagie chief, and he brooded over them so ab- 
stactedly, that he afibrded to the ever-watchful 
Prairie-bird an (^portunity of dropping another 
of her small slips of paper unperceived ; she did 
not neglect it, although almost hopeless of her 
friends ever discovering her path arter the maxiff 
precautions taken by Mah6ga, and the long dis- 
tance down the course of the river where no 
trail nor trace of the passage of his party could 
be left. 

On reaching die rendezvous he found his de- 
tachment with the horses and bag^ge alrea4^ 
arrived ; they had come by a circuitous route, 
availing themselves of several Indian trails hy 
the way, on one of which Toweno had, by dime- 
tion of^his chief, scattered some shreds of The 
kerchief that he obtained from Prairie-bird.; 
after which he had returned upon the samm 
trail, and diverged into a transverse onej whMk 
had enabled him to reach the rendezvous by the 
time appointed. 

Prame-bird being again mounted upon her 
favourite palfrey, the whole party set forwaid 
with increased speed, which they did not relax 
until towards evening, when they saw in the 
distance numerous fires, betokening the neigh- 
bourhood of a populous Indian* village. Mahe- 
ga then ordered a halt, and having sent forward 
Toweno to reconnoitre, encamped in a sheltered 
valley for the night. When Prairie-bird found 
herself once more, after the^fatigues of the two 
preceding days, under the co7er of her own tent, 
she looked roimd its small circular limits, and 
felt as if she were. at home ! casting herself upon 
her couch of fiorrs, she o#ered up her grafieAu 
thanks to the Almighty Being who had hitherto 
so mercifbUy protectea her, and soon forgot her 
cares and weariness in sound and- refreshing 
slttnrtiers. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 



War E«gle and hit Party reacli tlie deserted Camp of tlie 
Oeaf ee.— The Latter mil in with a akraaf e Band of In- 
diaiie* and MahAga appaan in the Cbanietar of a Diplo- 
lUek. 



A BRIGHT snn shone upon the little valley, 
-which, tweoty-four hoars before, had been de- 
serted by the Osages, when a tall form glided 
cautiously to its entrance, half concealed by the 
. boshes that fringed its edge. Glancing hastily 
aroand, AVar-CSigle, for ne it was who was 
goiding his partv in pursnit, retamed to an- 
.noonce to t&em his belief that the enemy had 
decamped ; nevertheless, the usual precautions 
were adopted against a surprise. A small body 
of Delawares were thrown forward to recon- 
noitre the neighbouring woods, under the com- 
mand of Atto, while the chief, accompanied by 
Reginald, Ethelston, and the rest of the party, 
entered the deserted Oaage encampment; every 
nook and crannv among the adiacent woods 
and rocks were diligently explored, and not till 
then were they convinced that their craAy foe 
had given them the slip. While the rest of the 
party were busied in tnis search, the eye of Re- 
ginald Brandon rested in absorbed attention 
upon the spot to which his steps had been first 
IikI, as if by the power of instinct ; it was a small 
plot, completely sheltered by the rock which 
guarded tne front of the recess ; a few holes 
made in the turf showed where pegs had been 
driven in to secure a circular tent. " Here," 
aaid Reginald to Ethelston, *'here is the spot 
tn)dden by her dear feet — here have her weary 
limbs reposed during the Iod^' wriiches of the 
Jiight — ^here have her prayers been ofiered up at 
j&oon and eve for that rescue which we seem 
doomed, alas ! never to accomplish !" 

" Say not a word, my son," said Paul Muller, 
aaying his hand kindly on the excited Reginald's 
shoulder; "say not a word, my son, which 
would seem to limit the power or the mercy of 
:Aat Being to whom those prayers were address- 
ed. Hope is the privilege, perseverance the duty 
of man; let us faithfully use these bounties, and 
leave' the issue to His all- wise disposal." 

<* I am indeed ashamed of my nasty expres- 
sion, worthv Father," said Reginald, frankly ; 
** but I will draw encouragement from your sug- 
gestion, and banish every desponding thought, 
-while there remains a chance of success, or even 
a glimmering of hope." 

Wingennnd, who had approached unobserved 

to the side of his friend, wnispered to him, in a 

.low voice, "Netis is right: here it was that Olit- 

ipa sat when Wingenund was a prisoner ; she is 

not far, the Lenap6 warriors never lose a trail." 

While they were thus conversing, a messen- 
ger from War-Eagle summoned them to a con- 
sultation on the plan of pursuit which should be 
adopted. 

It may not be unnecessary to inform those 
who have never been upon the prairies of the 
Par-West, that a trail is easily followed when 
the party pursued is in full retreat, because any 
indication of footsteps is a sore guide to its 
course; whereas, in a campiog-place, where a 
party has remained for a considerable time, 
numberless paths are trodden in various direc- 
tions during its stay, some for hunting excur- 
sions, some for bringing water, others for leading 
horses to and firom their pasturage, so that the 
pursuer is at a loss to uiscover by which of 
these paths those of whom he is in pursuit have 
retreated. 



War-Eagle being welt aware that Maheg* 
was not less skilled than hfanself in aU the strat- 
agems and devices of Indian warfare, set about 
this difficult task with a deliberation that did not 
suit the eager temper of Reginald Brandon; 
nevertheless, he bad so much confidence in the 
sagacity of his Indian brother, that he restrameJ 
all expression of his impatience, and agreed 
without objection to the method pressed by him 
at the council. Agreeably to this plan, Paol 
Miiller, Perrot, and several of the hunters and 
Delawares, remained on guard at the camp, 
while the main body, divided into small parties 
of two or three in each, were to explore every 
trail that ofiered a probability of success, and to 
return before niflrbtfall to report the result of 
their search. War-Eagle set out, accompanied 
by Atto ; Reginald was joined by Ethelston and 
Baptiste ; the other parties took the respective 
quarters assigned to them, and Wingenund, who 
remained some time after they had started, left 
the camp alone. 

The trail followed by Reginald and his friends 
led towards the upper part of the valley, over 
broken and bushy ground, intersected here and 
there by streamlets, and small springs, which just 
afforded water enough to soften the herbage, in 
which they were soon lost. Had he been less 
absorbed by the object of the expedition, Regi- 
nald could not have failed to admire the tran- 
quil beauty of this sheltered and secluded spot; 
but the rich foliage of the forest trees, the merry 
chirrup of the birds, the fragrance ^xhaled by 
the numberless shrubs and flowers, toe tempting 
clusters of wild raspberries, scattered around 
xheit path, all these were passed unaeeded by 
men whose senses and faculties wei^ wcntered 
only on the trail. With equal modesty and goot 
sense, Reginald had desired Baptiste to take thc^ 
lead, knowing that the sturdy forester's expe- 
rience in such matters was far greater than his 
own. 

After they had marched a considerable dis- 
tance in silence, Reginald inquired the opinion 
of his guide. 

*' Why, von see," replied the latter. " the Osa- 
ges have driven their horses several times this 
way to feed, and their marks are plain enough ; 
but if a man may judge by the looks of the coon-» 
try forward, this is not likely to be the right 
trail. It seems to get smaller the further we go ; 
and Fm inclined to think it's only been a hunW 
ing path into the woods." 

After this unsatisfactory observation, Baptiste 
again went forward, until he stopped ^ the 
skeleton of a deer; the same, it may be re- 
membered, as was mentioned in a former cha^ 
ter. Here all traces of a further trail ceased, 
and the disapppinted Reginald exclaimed, 

" Baptiste, your suggestion was only too coi^ 
rect; we have lost our time; let us return, ^d 
search in some other direction." -» 

"Not so fast. Master Reginald," replied <the 
cautious Guide ; " there's as many tricks ^iir. an 
Indian's brain as there are holes in a honey- 
comb. The animal has been dead some time, 
and, unless this grass deceives me, it has been 
trodden within these two days. Voyons vlte, as 
they say up north. Stand quite still ; and voa, 
too, Master Ethelston. keep on that side or the 
deer's bones, while I have a bit of a hunt after 
the wood fashion." 

Bo saying, the Guide, resting " The Doctor" 
upon the skeleton, and throwing himself upon 
his knees, bqg^an to torn o?er the leares ana t* 
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cx^miae minateljir ereiy blade of grass ai^d fiBilleii 
Urijgt mauering, as he porsaed his task, "If 
War-£agle, or one of his double-sighted Dela- 
iFaies were here, he would pick out this trail in 
no time. My eyes are not so good as they were 
some years back ; but they will serve this pur- 
pose, however 1 This is onlv bungling work, 
after all: one-~*two; yes, I think tbere^s been 
two of them. Capote 1 they've strewed sticks 
and leaves over the back-trail 1" llndthe rough 
woodsman, as, creepijig forward on his knees, he 
discovered each succeeding step on the trail, 
hummed snatches of ufi old Canadian song, the 
only words of which that the two friends eould 
distinguish, being ** Vogue, vogue, la bonne pi- 
rogue!" 

** Has it not often been a matter of surprise to 
you,'' said £thelston in a whisper to Reginald, 
" that the language, and even the dialect^ of the 
Guide so constantly varies 1 Sometimes be 
speaks very intelligible Elnglish; at others, his 
phrases and exclamations are mostly French ; 
and, on other occasions, he mingles the two most' 
strangely together." 

**I confess," replied Reginald, "the same 
thought has often occurred to me; yet it is not, 
perhaps, so strange as it would at nrst sight ap- 

gear, when we remember the vicissitudes of 
is early life, the number of years that he spent 
in youth among the French boatmen and traders 
of the northern lakes, hi3 excursions with them 
into the country of the Upper Sioux and the 
Chippewyan nations; while for the last fifteen 
years he has been much employed by my father, 
and, from his honesty and trustworthy qualities, 
has been thrown a great deal into constant in- 
tercourse with persons of respectability and edu- 
cation." 

Meanwhile, Baptiste having ascertained the 
direction of the trail, cast his eyes forward, and, 
like a shrewd reasoner, jumped to his conclu- 
sion, in this instance^ more correctly than is 
usually the case with the persons to whom he 
has been Ukened. Pushing asi<Je ,the bushes 
which grew at the base of a rock, he soon ob- 
served a large aperture, closed bv a stone of 
corresponding dimensioos. This last was, with 
^he aid of Reginald, soon displaced, and the 
" cAehe" of the Osages, together with the plun- 
dered treasure it contained, was exposed to view. 

^* Sq, so l" chuckled the Guide, " we have 
fiiund the thieving fox's hole ; an they do not 
eover their trail somewhat better from the eyes 
of War-Eagle, we shall have their skins heiore 
three nights are over j why, a town lawyer cenki 
have treed this coon !" 

Reginald and Ethelston could not forbear 
laughing at the low estimation in which the 
woodsman held the ferreting powers of a town 
lawyer—an estimation so contrary to that enter- 
tained by those who have anj^ experience in the 
capacity of a class so unjustly depreciated. 
They resolved to carry with them to the camp 
the whole contents of the cave, with a view to 
their being forthwith appropriated and disposed 
of by War-Eagle, now the chief of the tribe. 

Three large blankets were easily tied into the 
form of so many sacks, of which each threw one 
over his shoulder, and they returned with their 
recovered spoil to the encampment. 

Great was the surprise of the Delawares when 
they saw the three white men cominf in, hot and 
weary with their load ; greater still, when the 
'blankets were opened, and their contents laid 
«nt iq^ Ihe )iu;f, ajc^oog whi^ vei^ £pj904 



lead, powder, cloth, knives, beads, paints, med- 
icine-bags, and a variety of small articles plai^ 
dered from the lod^e oi' the unibrtunate Tame- 
nund, and those adjoining. Among these weft 
a few books and instruments belonging to Prai- 
rie-bird and Paul MiiUer, all of which were im- 
mediately delivered over to the latter. 

War-Eagle's party was already so weH sup- 
plied with necessaries of every kind, that onqr 
a small portion of the jp^oods was required for i 
their use; and the chiet; after permitting every ^ 
man to claim anything which might have be- 
longed to himself or his relatives^ordered the 
remainder to be packed in bales of a convenient 
si^e, so that they might be either carried with 
them or conoealeid, as circumstances might ren« 
der advisable. 

The council was opened by War-Eagle, who 
desired the several parties, who had been out in 
different directions, to state the result of the 
search. This was done with the brief simpl i city 
usually observed by Indians on such occasions. 
But nothing of importance was elicited ; for of 
the trails which they had examined, none seemed 
to be that pursued by the Osages in their retreat. 
Daring the speech of one of the Delaware war* 
riors, Wingenuod, who had not before made his 
appearance, noiselessly entered the circle, and. 
taking his place by the side of Reginald, leaned 
in silence upon his rifle. 

Baptiste, whose age and experience entitled 
him to speak, and who suspected that the ehief 
had not been altogether unsuccessful in hi9 
search, addressed him thus: '*Has War-Eagle 
no word for his warriors 1 Grande^HAche and 
Netis have found the stolen goods: has the paijh 
of the thief been dark to the eyes of the chieH" 

" The foot of War-Eagle has been on thi 
Washashe trail," was the calm reply. 

A murmur of satisfaction ran through the as« 
sembly, and Reginald could scarcely restrain the 
open expression of his impatient joy. . . 

'* The trail is fresh," continued the ehief; "not 
more than two dews have fallen on the prints, of 
foot and hoof." 

** Did my brother see the footmarks c^ Olitipa 
and the Comanche girlV' inquired Reginatd» 
hastily. 

" He did not, bnt he saw the trail of OUtipa'a 
horse; iron is on twQt4>f its feet."* 

During this conversation, Wiugenund more 
than once looked up in the face of his whilid 
brother, then cas^ his eyes again upon the ground 
without speaktog. The expression oCthe youth'* 
countenance did not escape the observation of. 
War-Eagle, who thus addressed him : " Has tht 
young warrior of the race of Tamenund seeii 
nothing 1 He has been far over the Prairie ; hiii 
step was the last to return to camp; his eyes are 
not shut ; there ace words in his breast ; why are 
his lips sUent 1" 

Th^ youth modestly .replied in a voice, the 
singularly musical tone oi which charmed an4 
surprised Ethelston, who had seldom heard hW 
speak before, " Wingenund waited until war. iora 
who have seen many summers, and travelled the 
warpath often, should have spoken. WingenonA 
has been on the Washashe trail." 

At this announcement an exclamation of siu'<« 
prise was uttered by several of the bystandsiw, 
for all had seen that the direction wnenoe th% 
youth bad returned to the canp was quite differ-. 

* U may well be itippated that the honei nsed hj thtf 
Indiuiie 9^ tfie pnirie «re neirar diod. Thejmlft«y <aGlh^ 
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^nc-firom that whteli had beenparsnibj Wn^ 
Bi^le, and jet the latter had afflrfned ihat he had 
•been on the trail of the efiemj. The ehlef hlm- 
•elf was, indeed, sarprieed, bat he knew the 
diffidence, ae well as the acute sagacity of the 
young speaker; and Blthongh eonndent that he 
was not midtak«n in his own judgment, he was 
flpfby any 'means disposed to oirerrale, without 
/^. carefal inqoiry, that of his hrother. The con- 
versation between Uiem was thas parsned : 

**Were Uram horsea on the trail found by 
Wingenundr 

« There were not." 

** Were the men many in number 1" 

^ Wingenund cannot surely Bity; the trail was 
old and beaten; fottlTalo had passed on it; of 
fresh marks be could not see many; more than 
Ibiir, not so many as ten." - 

" Lei my brothe^ point with his finger to the 
fine of the trail." 

The youth slowly Cumed, east his eye upward 
at the sun, thence at the rocks overhanging th^ 
▼alley to the northward, and then pointed stead- 
ily in a north-easterly direction. 

War-Ea^e, well assured that his own obser- 
▼ation had been correet, and &at he had followed 
a trail leading towards the north-west, thus con- 
tinued : '* There are many nations and bands of 
Indians here ; a false light may have shone on 
the path. How does my young brother know 
flmt the feet of the Washashe had trodden it V* 

There wad a natural dignity, without the 
Slightest touch of yanity, in the manner of the 
youth, as he replied, ♦* The Great Spirit has giv- 
en eyes to Wingenand, and he has learned from 
War-'Eagte to know tlw mocassin of a Washa- 
she fh>m that of a Dahcotah, a Pawnee, a Shaw- 
3 ink), or a Maha." 

After musing a moment, War-Ea?1e continued. 
- « Did my brother find the foot of Olitipa and the 
Comanene girl on the path T' 

** He could not find the mark of their feet, yet 
he beljeves they are on the path,'' was the un- 
hestfating reply. 

Reginald and Ethelston looked at the speaker 
Idth 'Undisguised astonishment; and War-Ea- 
gle, although he eould not believe but what the 
latter was mistaken, continued thus to question 
him: **Mf bvother's speech is dark; if he could 
find no trail of (he women, why does he think 
tfiat they are oh th^ paUil Have the Washa- 
aheOanriedthemT' 

"Not no," replied WWgenund. '•Tl'wice the 
trail crossed a soft bank of smd, wiiere water 
rtms'flom the mountains in< winter; there were 
the milrks of tvro who had 'passed lately, their 
ftet large as those of the warriors, the tread light 
as ihat of a woman or a young boy." 
' The chirf was very reluctant to say Ot do 
am^ht that might give paHn to his young brother, 
whose future success as war-leader of the Lena" 
p^had ever been the object of his fondest hopes ; 
Mtin the urgent business in which they were 
Sbw engaged, he felt that all other consriderations 
:aittst be secondary to the recovery of Olitipa and 
ftvenge on Mah6ga fbr the loss and disgrace in- 
, iieied on the Lenap6. 

i <*My brother has eyes as sharp »id feet as 
Xfffat as a panther," he said, in a kindly t6ne; 
^bnt a trail ia this strange country may deceive 
aif man who has been on the warpath 'for twenty 
aummers. The trtiil followed' by 'War-Eagle 
goes through that small valley between the hills,'' 
pointing to the north«west, '< Attd wa& wiih him ; 
lhey> kaavtite ipan km^^Qkti^'n'kmmi 4k0f 



found fMs acrapj tont ftom hef dfsaa by a*hcaaa»* 
ble stretching acroas the path.- la my bratfaer 
satisfied r'< 

As the chief spoke, he held op beibre thecoun- 
eil a shred ot a silk kerchief, such as none, eefw 
taiiily, except she whom they sought was likely 
to have worn in that region. Again a mofmor 
of approbation ran through the assembly; and 
Reginald, vejf^d that liis young favourite alhotild 
have been subjected to such a disappointment, 
looked towards him, in order to see whether lia 
bore it with equai)imity. 

The countenance of Wragennhd underwent 
not any change, save that a quiet smile lurked 
in the corner of ills mouth, as he replied, **Mf 
brother and Atto are both known on the warpath; 
their feet are s^ift, and iio lies are foand on their 
lips ; it must be true that they haye seen the hoo^ 
print of 01itipa*s horse ;- it is true that the piece 
of dress torn ofi" by the bramble belonged to hor. 
Very cunning are the Washashe wolves y they 
have tried to blind the eyes of the Lenap^; they 
have made two paths ; let my brother follow that 
which he has found, and Wingenund the other; 
perhaps they join beyond the mountain." 

*' There is sense in what the lad proposes." 
said Bapiiste, who had listened attentively hith> 
erto, without speaking and who remembered the 
acnteness shown by Wingenund near the banks 
of the Ohio. " If he is stire that he has been on 
the Washashe trail, 'tis like enough they have 
divided to throw us off the scent ; they wiU come 
together again further north." 

Again War-Eagle mused in silence ibr a few 
minutes; then abruptly turning towards Hegi 
nald, he inquired, " Wnat is the thought 6f Ne« 
tier . 

" I think," replied the latter, " that Wingamn? 
Would never have spoken as he ha^ spoken weie 
it not that he felt assuredof all that he said. I 
would venture my life, and what is now fiir 
dearer to me than my life, on the truth of hik 
words." 

The youth looked gratefully at the speaker 
and a smile of gratified pride stole over his elo 
queaf ^eountenanee. 

"It is enongh," said War-Eagle with dignity: 
"let Wingenund go upon his path; he shall nojt 
go alone. Which path does my brother Netis 
choose 1 he has heard all that has been aaidT" 

Reginald was aorely puzzled: on one side 
Was fke aagadous experience of the chief, added 
to the strong evidence afforded by the shred of 
silk; on the other, the confident assurance of a 
youth, of vrhbse diffidence and acuteaess he had 
seen so many proofs. While he was still hesi- 
tating, he saw the eyes of the latter fixed upoi^ 
him with an earnest, imploring ezpifession, that. 
decided him at once. 

•*I will go with^ my young brother," he aafil 
firmly ; « Grande-HAche, Ethelston, and six men 
shall go with us ; War-Eagle, with the rest of 
Che party, shall go on the large Washashe trail 
that he has struck. ' Let the chief say how we 
shall meet beyond the mountain if either cf the 
trails prove false." 

*»It is good," said War-Eagle ; «Aft6 anal 
lead the warriors who go with my white brothe* 
and before the third sun rises w^ will cotne ic* 
gether again and talk of what we have seen.* 

Having thus spoken, the chief waved his hand 
to intimate that the council was dissolved ; luid 
calling Wingenund and Atto aside, he gave 
them clear and rapid instructions as to tte* 
oo^ypse idba pttrsuadift'^aae of Ihe tra^difvr 
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iQie. «aoM Mme yaaoiis m^iiaIs, to be xts^a in 
^4w. of necesaity. 

. Pierre and M. Periot asked, and obtained 
Jeawe to join Reginald's panty ; most of the hor-* 
•c«B and all the spare baggage followed tbat of 
lATai^Eagle, wbo Jed them olT thiough the defile 
ik^he moantain:! before alluded to, while Win* 

5eB«nd led the way to (he trail which he had 
iscoveredy with the light spring/ step of an an* 
4ek>pe) and an expression of bright confidence on 
jiis.cottntenance» which conunuoicated a similar 
i^feeling to those .who might otherwise share been 
4i8inolined>to trust themselves to thegnidaacQ' 
^a YOPth on his first waivpath. 

WhJUe these things, were passing in the aUied 
^^axv^ the Qaage named Toweno, who had, it 

Say he remembered,. been sent forward byMa- 
ga to rectonoitre, returned on the following 
morning to his ohidT, bringing him intelligence 
4ha$^tl^Qifire9 seen at adia^tancQ were those of a 
Mmcions hand of Upsarokas ; be hadcreptnear 
enough to recognise them as snch by their dress, 
tiift tnppingS'Of their hones, and other indica- 
tions not to be mistaken. On reeeiving thi§ in- 
4&r«iaAioai Mah^a reyplved in his mind ?arious 
plans fi>r .gaining the good will of his dangerous 
neighhomra^ and of securing their alliance as a 
piPtfction against any rorther hostilities that 
BAiffht yet be attempted by those in pursuit of his 
4raii AS'he had often before- profited by the 
atowd advice ofiiiis foltowier, eo 4id he invite 
him now to give his opinion as to the best coarse 
$0 |w iado|^; and in^ofder that ^ d/beuasion 
:9Jght;.iiot be ovevheardi he^aUied slowly wiih 
^Voneno idovn a. glade which, led towaras the 
Crow camp. 

. )1lier haid not |»ooeeded far^ when they saw a 
/fine' IwonHBoiw coming .directly towands them ; 
from her languid andcfippied moTe«wnt,< it was 
H^Pidcnt th&tishQ was wounded; whilerfrom her 
struggles to get forwefrd, it was. eqnally. clear 
llMtfihe/feasipiiraned. The Oaagfs iost not a 
moment in crouching below the eoirer of a^hick 
.tnah; 'and. ^Mffoeir ^^ they done.iSo wiien a 
nOttntedludiaa apfiearedj urging hi&tised hrose 
up* Ahet glade 'laiQer thetwoanded.eow. Ithap- 
jptB9d\&Jt ahe feU| unable to proceed further, 
not many yards from the spot- where Mah^ 
ira*«mDeftled) -andliiec pnrauer slaekening his 
pace, approached leisurely; and having shot 
another arrow into her side, difjpaichedfher with 
the long knife which .hni^^ his aide. 
•iiiie wan, a tBllt#ae*lqoicu>g man,, in the prime 
i^fvjUf«/'With remaikably high cheek bones,- an 
aquiline nose, and a mass oi long hair.gathered 
ivririnhbad at th&badcof hit head; his huniihg- 
ahintiaiid ieggins denoted by iheir ornaments ^a 
-warrior of rank in his tribe, and his whole ap- 
^peannceiand bearing were indicative of hahitu- 
aijaathority. 

The little steed which had borne him, and 
jviueihJn tmfh would' have heen.4)ertned among 
white men a pony, stood pantlog beside its mas- 
pf, iWhoae «eight seemed entirely dispropor- 
aioned 4o its. size /and strength; and th& Crow 
tuintet &l>w. stooped over the bisoo^cew, examin- 
ing her condition and her fat wtllL-the attention 
<if >a practised Indian gourmand. 

Meanwhile, half a minute anffie^d Ua Mah6- 

f» to explain his intentions in a whisper to his 
eUower, and less than half a minute sufficed to 
•carry them* into execution. Rnsbing together 
«poa the Grow while he was storing with his 
'StMck towaids them, ihcf aeiMd «m piniOMd 



hHnJi)ej6oie>eji9di4«ae.to ca|Bh upliis knift o^ 
tf> ofier the least wsistance. Ijiever was there 
an attack more unexpected, nor a victory moie 
easily obtained; and the discomfited Grow look- 
ed upon his two captors wiili an astonishment 
that he could not conceal. Their dress and 
tribe. were altogether stjgange to him; and the 
scouts axound the campi having brought in no 
report of any suspicious appearance or trail 
having heen<uscoFeriKl, iicouM not be wondered 
at if he imagined that they must have pounced 
upon him from the clouds. . 

As sooiyis 4Vfah^ga bad assured himself that 
the hands of the prisoner were securely tied, he 
led him towards a spot more sheltered from ob- 
servation, Toweno' following with the. horee ; 
and if (he Crow felt at first any .uneasiness re- 
specting their intentions towards him, it must 
have been soon dispelled, as the Osage chief aa- 
stired him, in the language of signs, that; no 
harm was iatfindisd ,(o lum^and ti^t he wouhit 
soon be at liberty. 

After a short consultation with Toweno^ the 
chief determined to conduct the prlaoner to his 
camp, on reaching which his. arms were un- 
booad, and he was courtOQusiy invited to take.a 
seat by his, captors. The C^w obeyed without 
any a^pparent reluctance, having, satisfied his%- 
self by a hasty glance around that iie was 
watched by several well-armed men, and that 
any attempt at escapoor j:«siaianne, must be for 
the present hopeless, of snocess. 

Tne pipe of peace having .been amcikedi.ba- 
tween theQsage and his.priaoner, some meat 
and cakes were placed befivethe latter, of whioh 
he partook without hesitation; but he could not 
resist casting aundry cnriona glances at the white 
tent, wondering what it might ooDtain ; heobeccv- 
ed, alsQ,4he numerona packs and bales scattered 
around, and thought within, htaself that, whai- 
ever might be his own ihte, many of diese woidd, 
ere long, fall into the hands of his tribe. . 

As soon as hit had fisfished his meal, Mahlga. 
resuming the eonversation in the langnaga of 
signs, easplained lo him that he wished to be- 
come friends with the Upsasoka ; that he: had 
come from very far with lew JoUowers, hariag 
fought with the M»«9aees; that the tent wm 
Great Medicine, and coafthined that whitJi 
brought wealth and good thin^ to ftiends, bat 
terror and misfostim^ to enemies. 

It may be supposed tiiat the ITpsaroka did 
not, in his present ciicumalances, regret thetf 
peaceful overtures; on the eontrary, he bound 
himself by the moat solemn promises to. do 
eve/ything in. hia power towaraa estahlishiM 
friendship between Aeir respective tribes, ana 
he gave Mah6ga to understand, by his gestuiea, 
th^t he was not without authority aqaong ths 
Crows.* 
— ' ' — - ■ - — ' ' ■ ' ' - - 

* Among some of the Nortli Aiqerican tribes it is the cat- 
torn for an Indian entering Into a solemn obligation, te 
place his hand against the thigh of the jmity to whmn he 
makes the piSimiae ; and thiai^Mige has in Bev«ral inatatiow 
been triajnphantly quoted by thqse authors who have l*. 
boured to prove the descent of th^ North American Indians 
from the lost tribes of fiinMl. 'The origin and meaning of 
the cuttttn, which is as ancient at t^ time of Abrahaai 
(Gen., xxiT., 9)« are bcth iiivelved in great obscarijtj ; svn- 
dry ezplanationa have, been attempted by learned comment- 
ators of different agei^ and nations ; the Jewish writings of 
the highest authority, such as the Targum of Jerusuea, 
and that of Jonathan Ben Uniel, derive it from the esvp- 
nant <tf Circ«mcisi<m» to which they maintain its syraboliD 
malogy bv argoments i^hich it is unnecessary here to pah 
diioe. Adam €I«rke» u hie Commentary, leans to thio 
?iow, but dooo Bok oflbr any oooolvsiw loaaening ia euppwH 
of it. Bishop tlitiiic^Moviiw the h^oMd Calais 
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Umd iteeiving tUi ammoe, Um Ottfe 
cUersiiiered his priaoiier to deptrt, reBtoring lo 
him his horse, and »resentiDg him wiih seTeral 
trinkets in token of iHendship. 

The first use which the latter made of his re- 
covered liberty, was to inrite Mah^a to remm 
with him to the Upsaroka village, an invitation 
whieh, to the surprise of his followers^ he accepts 
fld withont hesitation. 

With a parting cantion to Toweno to keep 
his men watchful and ready against a surprise, 
he threw a battle-robe* over his broad shoalders, 
and, armed with his rifle, tomahawk, and knife, 
accompanied his new ally towards the Crow vil- 
lage. 

On approaching it he found that it consisted 
of more tnan a hundred lodces, containing, prob- 
ablv. two hondred men, oesides women and 
childfen. 

Great was their snrprise when they saw the 
gigantic stranger advancing with his conductor 
towards the lodge of the principal chief, to whom 
he was nearly related. 

The mien and bearing of the Osage, as he en- 
tered the lodge, were alone sufllcient to secure 
for him a courteous invitation to sit in the place 
of honour, while the Crow who, had been his 
prisooer briefly narrated to the head chief the 
drcomstances under which the stranger visited 
his camp. 

The pipe of friendship havine been smoked 
in due form, the Crow chief whispered a few 
words in the ear of a youth beside him, whodis- 
appeaved immediately, and the party sat in si- 
lende until he returned, accompanied by an in- 
dividual whose anpearance was singular in the 
extreme; his beaa was of an enormous size, and 
covered with black shaggy hair; bis features 
were coarse and forbidding, nor was their ex- 
pression improveo oy a patch of leather plaster- 
ed over the cavity which had once been occupi- 
ed by his leA eye ; his shoulders were broad, and 
his arms of unusual length, his stature was 
scarcely tve feet, and his legs were bandy, with 
dumsy knees like those of a buffalo-bull ; this 
unsightly ogre rejoiced in the name of Besha- 
lO-Kata, signifying in the Crow language, *< the 
Uttle bison," but he was commonly called '* Be- 
sfaa," or the ** Bison," the diminutive termina- 
tion being omitted. 

His origin was involved in a mystery that nei- 
ther he nor any one else could satisfactorily ex- 
plain, for he had been bom in that wild region 
watered by the Arkansas, and his mother, a 
Comanche woman, was said to have divided 
her favours, pevious to the birth of Besha, be- 
tween a hal^oreed trader to Santa Fi6, and a run- 
away negro from one of the southern slave- 
states: she died while he was yet an lofant, and 
as he nad never been owned or claimed by either 
of his renuted fathers, it was a miracle that he 
ever livea to manhood. 

In his early years, he hovered about the hunt- 
ing parties of Osages, Comanches, Pani-picas, 
and other tribes, who frequented the region 
where he had been left to shift for himself, and 
at other seasons none knew whether he lived 
upon roots, berries, and honey, or wandered to 
tribes yet more remote from his birth-place. 
II ' ■ I. Ill ■■ , ,, I I 

•eribet teta Ju»g9 m an aaoittnt sign of rabfection 'and 
homagiB pnvaleiit thitmghoat the Emm ; and Locke mea- 
tlona ft at being ** pnctised bjr aoiae Indiana to tbia day." 

* It is a freqnent enatom anong the Miaioini Indiana to 
afeateb upon the incaiior of a biaon-rObe the varioaa iMfttlea 
M lakink they hatva foaghft aad maiaawd.- 



Ha was sever knovuy 
ter, to wear any other dress than a hlaea sM fc 
with the hair outwards, in the centre of whiek 
he cut a hole, and passing his head mroQgh tha 
aperture, wore this uncouth skin like the Poneha 
or the Mexicans. From these early ramblhi^ 
habits, he had picked up a smattering of many- 
Indian dialects, and of tnese the Osage was one 
with which he was the most fitmiliar ; he eajoiw 
ed a high reputation among the Crows, not on^ 
from his being oAen useftal as an interpreter, bat 
because he was, without exception, the most* 
skilful horse-stealer in the whole region between 
the Arkansas and the mountakis. He was also 
deeply versed in the knowledge of all the pitij^ 
erties of plants, roots, and herbs, so much so 
that, unless fame wronged him, more than one 
of his enemies had died by the agency of subtle 
poison. Such was the personaae, who fixing 
his single cunning eye upon Maa^, inquire^ 
on the part of the Crows, his object in payhig 
them a visit. The conversation, rendered iate 
English, was in subsMUoe as follows : 

Betka. ** Has the Washashe eomc 10 hunt and 
trap among the Stony Mountains T' 

Makiga. ** He has not x he has come towards 
the settmg san because the enemies <m his patk 
were too many for him— he wished (or peace." 

B. " Has the Washashe a name in hia 
tribe r 

M. "He has a name; when the war-post is 
struck, Mah^ is not silent," said the chis^ 
haughtily. 

B. ** Mah^ 1" repeated the hone-stealer, to 
whom the name was evidently not UBkmtwBi. 
*< Mah^, the Red-hand !— does he wander sa 
far from his village T' 

M, ** He wanders, but there is Great Medi- 
cine in his lodge ; blood has been on his pad^ 
and his enemies do not laugh." 

B, " Who are the men with whom Mah^n- 
has dag up the hatchet 1" 

M. ** Pale-faces, and cowardly Red-skia^ 
who are their fHends." 

When this reply was translated, a great sen- 
sation was visible among the Crows, several of 
whom whinwred together. After receiving a 
few instructions fh>m the Chief, Besha pro ce s d 
ed with his inquinr. 

" Are the Pale-faces on the trail of BCahteaV^ 

M, " They are." 

B. "How many r 

M. " Mahdga does not know. 

B, " Is there a pale-faced warrior with theni^ 
young, and tall, nding a dark horse, very swift 
andstitongi" 

M. " There is," said the Osage, astonished la 
his turn at hearing Reginald thus accurately d»> 
scribed by the interpreter. 

Again there was a murmur and oonsultatioa 
among the Crows, afler which Besha thus pn»> 
ceedea: 

" What is the wish of Mah«ga1 the Vpaa^ 
ka ears are open." 

M. " He wishes to make friends with them^ 
to join his strength to theirs, to drive these Pale- 
Aice thieves out of the Crow country. Mah6ga% 
warriors are few, but they are not squaws; his 
bands are not empty; he has presents for the 
chiefs, and he will not foiget the interpreter.** 
He ndded, sinking his voice almost to a whia*. 
per : " He has many things, enough to maka 
the tribe rich, hid in a cave far to the south ; if 
the Crow will be his brother, he shall find that 
Mahdga has an open haftd." 
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. Tka eoMiiBff «Uef was awftro of the thiaring 
nopaaaities oC the Upsaxoka, and he ptirpooely 
threw out thia last hiot that they might be iodor 
eed lo spare his bagga^, in the hope of ulti- 
mately possessing theouselves of the more im- 
portant' treaaare in bis " c&che." Nor was his 
iairatagem withoat effect, for tbe discovery and 
possession of tbe contents of that c&che became 
xorthwith the principal object of the Crow chief; 
and tbe readiest mode of attaining it was to 
make friends with the party who could alone 
guide him to it. 



Baku, **U the Great Medicine a caief— « 
wise man V* 

Mak go, " No : it is in th^ form of a woman; 
but its power is very great. It talks with the 
Great Spirit, and the Wahconda* listens to ita 
speech I" 

Beska, " Many are the medicine-men whc 
talk with the Great Spirit ; they see dreams, and 
give counsd to the warriors and chiefs ; there it 
no new Medicine here." 

" My brother speaks truth," said the Osage, 
smiling scornfully. " But if the medicine-men 



Fortune had in this instance been ihore pro- of the Upsaroka call to the sun, will he come out 



pitious to Mahi&ga than he deserved, for, as the 
reader has probably conjectured, he had fallen 
in with that very Upsaroka band, a detachment 
of which had been so roughlv handled a few 
days before by Reginald Brandon and the Del- 
awares under his command. 

Tbe high contracting parties being thus united 
by the strong ties of avarice, and revenge against 
at common enemy, an ofiensive and defensive al- 
liance was entei^d into immediately. Mah^ga 
aeon discovered the motive wliich impelled his 
new friends so strongly to e^use his cacgse, 
imd was thereby satisn^ that, for the present at 
least, he might trust them, ^efore nightfall, the 
-white tent of Pfairie-lnrd was pitched at the 
«dge of the Upsaroka cami>, and the Osages took 
up their quarters around it, so that none could 
leave or enter it un perceived by them. 
• Early on the following morning Mahga^ re- 
ceived a visit from the Crow chief, wbo, accom- 
:j^ied by Besha, came ostensibly to show him 
courtesy, but in reality to inspect his packages, 
horses, men, and equipments ; and, if^possible, 
to. solve the mysterv of the Great Medicine in 
the white tent. The Osage warriors, strong, 
weather-beaten men, every one provided wiih a 
rifle in addition to the usual arms of an Indian, 
had no reason to fear the scrutinizing eye of the 
Crow; indeed, the latter began already to cal- 
culate how he might best avail himself of their 
aid in an expedition which he meditated against 
his hereditary enemies, the Black-Feet. 

After the pipe had been smoked, and food set 
before his guests, Mafa^ga desired one of the 
smaller packages to be opened, from which he 
selected a blanket, and spreading upon it vari- 
iions beads and trinkets, presented the whole, in 
token of friendship, to the Upsaroka chief, who 
seemed highly delighted with the gift 

His expressions of ff r»timde, conveyed through 
Biesha, were unbounded. He did not, however, 
think it requisite to express, at the same time, 
his vehement deaire to become the posaesaor ot 
all the goods and chattels belonging to the Osage ; 
neither did the latter forget to propitiate the in- 
terpreter, whom he presented with a knife, and 
ornamented sheath, both of which were gra- 
ciously accepted. 

The Crow was resolved not to leave tbe spot 
until he had solved the enigma of the mysterious 
tent : and finding that his guest still kept silence 
on the subject, he directed Besh^ to use his best 
exertions towards the gratification of his curi- 
osity. An opportunity being afforded by the ap- 
pearance of Lita, who went out to draw some 
water from the stream, the interpreter inquired 
whether that woman was the "Great Medicine," 
of which hr had spoken. 

Mah^ga, who was desirous of impressing the 
Crows with a due respect for Prairie-bird, shook 
his head, replying, "That is the slave of the 
Great Medicine.'' 



of bis path, or hide his face at their words V* 

Having thus spoken, Mah^ lowered his 
voice, as if afraid of being overheard by the mya- 
terious tenant of the tent, and related to the won- 
dering Besha the circumstances attending the 
late eclipse. • 

The interpreter having given the explanation 
to his chie( they looked at each other in speech- 
less astonishment ; for not only was there an air 
of truth in the statement of Mah^a, but the 
Crows having themselves observed the mystery 
of the darkened sun, were thereby led to listen 
with believing awe to the wondenul disclosure 
made by the Osage. 

Perceiving*his advantage, the latter again re- 
lapsed into silence, which was broken, after a few 
minutes, by the interpreter, who inquired, on the 
part of his chief, whetner the Great Medicine Qt 
the tent would receive a present from him. To 
this the cautious Osage replied, that the daughter 
of the Unknown cared not for the things belong- 
ing to other women ; but that her smile and her 
good words would bring prosperity to those with 
whom she dwelt, while her curse would ensure 
their destruction ; on which account it would not 
do any harm if the Upsaroka were to offer a pres- 
ent to her Medicine. 

The latter now finding that, during this visit 
at least, his curiosity would not be gratified by a 
sight of the mysterious dweller in the tent, arose 
and took a courteous leave of the Osage chief, 
who remained for aome time ruminating abatcafit- 
edly over his future plans, and tha probabiiity of 
their ultimate success. 

Scarcely half an hour had elapsed ere Besha 
returned, accompanied,by two young Indiana, one 
of whom led a wild horse, which he presfsMedpn 
the part of his chief to Mahiga; and the. other 
was the bearer of a large package of beaver^kias 
of the finest qnalitv, which he laid down at the 
door of the tent, and retired, casting back uneasy 
glances, apparently relieved at having safely ex- 
ecuted a commission fraught with dansfer. 

Mah^ga presented each of the youths with a 
handsome l^nife, and Besha with a mirror, where- 
in he contemplated his cyclopean countenanee 
with undisguised satisfaction ; so long, indeed, 
did he continue this admiring self-inspection, that 
the two young Crows left him engaged in it, and 
returned to their quarters. 

They had not been long gone hcfore the inter- 
preter commenced a confidential conversation 
with the Osage chief, during which each endear- 
oured, with little success on cither side, to over- 
reach the other; at the same time, the conference - 
was not without its satisfactory issue to both par- 

* As the Great Spirit is desig:aated by tlie Delawar^a^ . 
Chippeways, saids, and other tribes oo this side of the 
Mississippi by the name of " Maaittd," or ** Manitou," 1^ 
miliar to every raadeV of Transathnitic traTol «r Tomaii^^* 
so is he known among the Osages, Omahaws, loways, aH. 
other Missouri tribes, by the aesigiMttion of W^l .* > ^ 



or "Master of Life.* 
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ties; foft Mfth^ ttoertalaed that th« Ciows 
viewed the mixed band of Whites and Delawaiw 
with feelings as hostile as his own, and that tbev 
were as deeply impressed as he could desire with 
awe for the mysterioos powers of Prarie-bird. 
On tbe other hand, Besha satisfied himself that 
nis own services wonld be almost indispensable 
to the Osage, and that the latter was neither on- 
willinr nor anable to reward them liberally; so 
that alter a complimentary conversation of some 
eogtfa, these two rogues parted, with many ex- 
pressions of matnal regard and esteem. 

Scarcely was the interpreter ont of sight, when 
Mah^ga sprang from the gronnd to examine more 
closely the steed presented to him by the Crow 
chief. It was a strong, high-mettled bay colt, un- 
tamed, and almost untameable ; if die truth must 
be told, the latter hadj^iren it to his guest because 
neither he nor any of his warriors could subdue 
its violent and ricions spirit, although the Crows 
are renowned among the Indian nations as boH 
and expert horsemen. 

On whatever side Mah^ endeavoured to ap-- 
proach to mount it, the horse struck fiercely at 
nim, using both hind and fore feet with equal m- 
pidity; but the Osage, penetrating at once the 
motives of the Crow's liberality, sniiied in disdain 
of the shallow trick, and. seizing his onportuni- 
ty, threw himself upon tne wild, unsaddled anir 
mal, despite of whose furious plunging and re- 
sistance, ne sat unmoved like a centaur: and ply- 
ing his whip and heel with unmitigated severity, 
compelled it to galbp at full speed over the prai- 
Irie, until he thought fit to bnng it back to the 
camp, wearied, breathless, and subdued. Then 
throwing the halter to one of his men. he quietly 
resunlea his pipe, leaving the Crow chi^ and his 
.people to draw their own conclusions from what 
they had seen. 



CHAPTER xzxnr. 

^9ssiSft|lBi( vuknis todooBis tkst eoooncd to tiis pettr 
.ufMliwli« the Tiiil.r««lotti aad OMMwpiali^ and a dto- 
eUMkiD anm Oratoiy, whlob is «8fy noch oat of 
ptose, and, fominaialy tor tbe wader, i« not very long. 

T««a« is aeareely any poaitkm. or occasion in 
life more gratifyiBg to a young Jiad< gaoerous 
«pirit,than when it finda itself, for the irat time, 
«atniated with a high responsibility. The ^as- 
tie mind, fiir from succumbing under the un- 
^wonted burden, springs upward with increased 
vigour to resist its pressure ; and tbe trials and 
difficulties which threaten to overwhelm it, only 
serve :to call forth and multiply its energi<;s. 
Such was the case with Wingenund, who now 
found himself, although not yet seventeen years 
of 4ge, leading a gallant band on a trail,--a task 
which is at all times the greatest trial of an In- 
dian warrior's skill ; and, if successful, lays the 
foundation of his fame. The issue at stake was, 
in this instanoe, heightened by the importance 
of the object to be attained, and by the remark- 
able circumstance that he had ventured to differ 
fiMKU, and overrule, the opinion of his elder 
brother, the most sagacious warrior of the tribe. 

Fully impressed with the serious responsibili- 
ty that he had incurred, the yoith set forth 
upon the trail with a gravity of demeanour 
v^ieh contrasted stroni^y with his almost boy- 
ish years. Yet, while his keen eye darted from 
poiat to point, sufiTering not a blade of grass to 



Msaps its senmiiy, hit 

beaasinf look of ootofidene^ lluit impttrtad Ha 

cheering iofloenoe to the whole partv. 

For some hours he narahed npidiy Ibiwatd 
with the assured step of a man who was tread- 
ing a fiuniliar path. Attd followed at no great 
distance, next to whom, on the trail, canae Regi- 
nald, with Ethelston; Baptiste, and tbe other 
Whites, the line being dosed by the Delawares, 
who brought up the rear. It may easily be 
imagined that Reginald bent his eyes anxiously 
on the path ; but although frequent traces were 
discernible of the passage of men, as weU as of 
various animals, be could not discover the slight 
est indication of the marks for which he looked ; 
neither did the observation of the more experi- 
enced Baptiste meet with any better success. 

When Wingenund reached the streamlet, on 
the sandy edge of which be had before noticed 
the light tread of a foot, which in spite of its di- 
mension, he believed to be that of Prairie-bird 
or her attendant, he halted the party, and aum- 
moned Atto to a ok)sa examination ^ the faraiL 
Scraping over it, the Indiap looked long aad 
earnestly, after which he aheek hia head, as if 
dissatisfied, and iputteriag e few words, the 
meaning of which Baptiste was not-near enoegh 
looaceh. Wiegenund made no mply,.and enae> 
ing the brook, resumed thetndl en its opposite 
bank. 

** Does Attd find the mark of weaastt'e ftet on 
the sand V inquired Baptiste. 

** He is not sure ,* bison have passed over the 
marks, and trodden them," was tbe eyr^Bwe re- 
ply ^ and the party proceeded on the track. 

Nothing of any importance oscured for seme 
time to enliven the tedium of the march. The 
sanguine hopes of Reginald had been cheeked 
by what had fallen from Attd, of whose acute- 
ness he justly entertained a high opinion. Ethel- 
ston seemed buried in deep reflection ; and even 
tbe comic sallies of Monsieur Perrot failed to 
excite any mirth in those to whom they ware 
addressed. 

" Ethelston, I fear that lacted imprudently," 
said his firiend, in a tow voices " when I preferred 
the counsel of this youth to the more experieo^sd 
opinion of War-£agle ; yet there was swnnrblag 
in his manner that I oould not resist*" 

*' Doubtless," replied JBtbalsten, *'lhe eeiinael 
of the elder warrior waa entitled to the groater 
weight ; and yet I do not think Shaft he woaM 
himself have placed this detachment under tha 
guidance of Wingenand, ualess he felt save that 
tbe latter bad strong grounds for the teaacity 
with which he dung to his opinion.'** 

«* I wonld willingty peril -my Kfe on his trath 
and fidelity," said Reginald. ^The question is^ 
whether on this occasion he may not have been 
led into some error by the very eagerness of his 
wishes, and the ardour of his temperament." 

Scarcely had he uttered these words, when 
Wingenund stoeped to pick up a small object 
which his quick eye had caught beside tbe rail, 
in another minute be placed it in the hand of 
Reginald, while a triumphant smile, lit up his 
animated features. The object referred to was 
a slip of folded paper, damp with the dew which 
had fallen upon it. Reginald opened its folds, 
then gazed upon it in silence, with a fixed look, 
like one in a trace, while his powerful frame 
trembled from head to foot. The paroxysm of 
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pnlting the alip.of paiwr^ato t^e haid of EtM- 
ston, be tbvevr himself into the ariM €»f Winge- 1 
nnnd ; and, if a tear escaped hisB, it fellyvnseea 
upon the hoaom wbieh he [^lesaed with giatefild 
^afieetion.to faia heart; . . ^ 

Meanwhile Ethekton aMdehiioaelf maalar of 
the secret whieh bad prednced aa effeet ao iad- 
den» as to caase the freaiest astoiHshoient>in the 
whole party,, now igatbered aonDdto aaeeriain 
what had haiipeiied. He liad> Mad OA the slip 
the magical word " Fidlow," wntteainra diatiaet 
legible hand^and every doubt as to the Prairie- 
bird haviag passed aledg the trail Tamriiod ia an 
instant. Tiiis was na sooner made known to 
the hunters, and by-Bapiiste to tbel^eiawares, 
than a shout of triumph from the* whole party 
jooaed iCeginaid from^lhe'jaoiBealafy weakness 
into which he had -been betrayed. - 
. *' Follow thee S" he^eaoDlaiiaed.akMid^ holding 
the paper in his left hand* andttrasptnip a Ma m 
Jus right ; «* Follow tbeot deareatone ! yes, over 
pfairie aad moanlaiB, thnragb valley and over, 
in cold or in heat, in hunger or thirst, there ave 
Ihoae^iere'iirhoiwIU never, eeaae lo fiiUow thee, 
until thou an set 6ee,rand the fnjttrie»'done to 
thyself and t^ kindred dearly^ aiftoaged V* 

Again< a sbpot of 'SiraBpathetiie enthwiaara 
broke frosa the tnotyv aa they eaaght the worda 
Af their. loaderfiaad HMd on tis glorwing oosnte* 
maee ibeintenBe 'ttdeor of ^seiiagsj to* etrong 
to be repressed. 

« Wibat sDUBt have lieeBy la ^le. meantiSEie, the 
•eneaiaoDa.Of th&Delsware youth 1 The aifee- 
tkmate yearainis <of bis heart towards his adop^ 
ed^bietber^ hisdo^aaxiety te hiasiiler's iate» 
bis fulare famettas the. risings wamehief ei his 
tribe» aU these oombined togelhet fee swell .ibo 
tnamph of the how; yet tdicveiwasnet visible 
iftJhis featarea.ihfliiayghtsat appearaae»of grali* 
6ad prido or: vaaily ; >aiid if his diork egpsibniiMd 
witKa brigbter ktttvf,'it.WA»;iiot so^moeh with 
aelf-ooRgFatfilatiQratrwfaatriiS hhd. done, as* with 
high'SepiraitiobaiiilrthefiorMiis task before bim^ 
' .lEtfaelsCoil, who had •waftebed bim doMy, wsa 
saifwised afr bia cabii»; Amoved dealeaaoor, aad 
whiipeiied.to^aapiiiatar '«<' WinipBaond. evincea iitp 
lki>aaadety oreoiolioa.on 'tbia ooeaaieo ;. aod<yet 
this undoubted token Whushtbovhas found "onthO 
miVDMiatbe a gi^tr4iitta^^:t(» lam, after the 
doubts.«zpEessedl^<aojaH6iy warnors^of greaii 
erespeiieoee.*', v 

. *' it's partly the uatnr', and: partly tbeitiafai* 
in'of the boy," replied the Gnide^leanMBgenitts 
tag rifle ;'lbe'8tnii|ger bis fisdinga the less will 
he shew 'em4o another man. i rodion this has 
been' one of the pooadestaMmeats m his life, 
yet, as you say, he looks almost asif *he*d no* 
tbin^ to do with the matter; and -he'd look the 
same if the Osages- were piaohin' his fleah with 
hot tongs. Wingenund is three years older now 
than he was last month !" 

** ¥00 are right,* BapUste," replied Ethelstoa ; 
^'it is not days, nor weeks, nor months, but 
rough lrials^:brave deeds, and deep fOeliags that 
make tip the oalendar of bataan life." 

So saying, he 8|ghed,and mniaglsr resumed 
lua<pku» intho line lof march, rememberii^ in 
horw short a spaas of time Niaa's «nvequited 
love had, while atae waa atill yoaager tbmi the 
jadiof whom ha waa «^klttg, eonsiipBed her, 
««aated aad beavt-broken, t» tb^giave. 



'4f abi Wlngonuad monsd'owiiftty Ibrward at 
the trail, and> the whole party fiittewed; tMr 
hopes excited, and their aplrita raised by the 
O0ennreace.above relaled. Reginahi walked si- 
lently on,. «tilldaapingua< bis hand the magie 
token which hOd^eootttiOd op hopes and tbongbts 
too deep for utterance. From time ta time his 
iipe rnioooatiously'mnimored ««Foitow!*' and 
then' the ide» shot like £re through Ms brain, 
tbsl? alliliis power to ofaley the dear behest iiang 
opoa the sagacity of Idie youth who was m»vir 
tfaoiag the steps^of as eaesky, skilled in aU the 
wdse of Indian warfate, aad whose object it 
clearly was to baffle pursuit. 

fiafose the ch>se of day the wataaful petse- 
veramoB of Wingenund was again rewftrded.by 
linding another of the slips of paper dropped- J^ 
Prairie-bird, whieh iie broai^U as before, to 
Aegiaald. Ths atagic <* Fottow" again met hia 
ioaging ^as; and •as lie annoaaced it. to the 
rest of the party, a joy fttLaatasipation of auocaai 
iierfaded evwyibfoast. 

After a brief osaaoltsaioD with AU5, Winge- 
imBdino(WTBsoKiedt(ijhidt.fortbeinigbt, aa the 
iDcreasing daifcaeas rendered it ianpossible say 
kaiger ; to idistiBgolth the -tsafl with aeoturaoy ; 
ao'lhe horses wei^ picketed,: the sucoesaioA of 
sentribS' arraagOd, and the party bivouaekod 
ander tbfrabakePiOf.twoeBDmoas pines, whom 
the prepamtioMs te a au^taatial sapper were 
aoon eompteled, NCoaoieur Pnrot takiag Oharga 
of that dostiaed for Reginald aad fitbaktOO, 
while Beatakia* aad the xOthef boaters prepared 
attieal fiirthentsaWeafand tibeDelawama apart. 
WiageamM was aboat tO) join theiatter ^arty ; 
bat.attbe eamestfeqaeat of the two frieads, ho 
plaeed Himseffheaide them, Baiptisia beiag in* 
rited tOiSit dowa with tbask^^also. 

It may ' be iaiagined that the convenatioa 
tnfncd 'eb|a% Uponlha' attwagioastng an^jaot 
of tbei>umaiaiD ithlohithBy were eegaged ; and 
i3tfael8to»waai staock ^ the chai^^ which he 
abaenibd in tho demeaaoar <tf iWingaaoad ; ifor 
the idtter hadxaw pat Off.tbO grvrity. and soma* 
wiiat iaaghty bearing of tlw aspiring warriorv 
and had veaMsed tha playftd and^oucbingahK^ 
pMct^ c#.maatiBr 'that was aatuval taihia yeHit 
andactordad «qoaUy wdli with tha almbatfeH» 
nhie deUeaay ofiiis featOMa, andahetaoftinMlto^ 
dyoMria^wHoeu fiertoekiMrpaina ta^Ksatiooil 
the pleasaiiB with itthiehhe' aeeaived t the wart* 
and.eincare'etteomiam that Reginald pasaait 
aponthe patienoeand aagabity that 'he had die 
played m hia ardiMius«taskj 

'^Netia^oweomewithaBka," he lald, smiling, 
** Ltrm for layatiA^r'and rsvenge on the Waah; 
astaeaa, whoiike oowarda and ftdse inends slaw 
Biy kindiedr^these lead mo 00 the trafl." 

** It is not yomr eegarneOs, nor the atraagtb 
of yoar raotifes* that I oall in question, dear 
Wingenond ; but I am surpriaed that you arc 
able to follow so slight a trail without being da< 
eaved. hy the trioka and devices <kf the Osage.'* 

«'Tlie Bladi[ Father has often told me that 
nnioag> the soathera men there arc dogs wba 
can foUow the foot of a man by day or night, 
and will never leave the sceat till they seixe 
bim. If aa antelope is wounded, the wolf wfll 
hunt the track of her bkiod tm the prairie till ha 
fiads her; if a bison is killed, turkey-buaaarda* 
nanyia namber, fly from for to the oarcaaa^ 
i though there is 00 tnil U' the «hr for tfaeoilff 
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lUIow. It it wmOetM that the Greit Spirit 
should bestow on the mid of his aneieat people 
« gift enjoyed by these beasts snd fowlaV 

«• What yoo say is tnie," replied Reginald, 
«*yet certainly we who lire In settleoMnts have 
not these faculties ; at least we have thain in a 
very inferior degree.** 

** The wise men of oar nation haTO always 
said that the eyes and ears of while men are 
not good ; but the Black Father aays that their 
speech is not true, for that the Great ipirit has 
made the ears and eyca of red and white men 
alike, only the Pale-fooea do not improve them 
aa we do by use." 

*' Your Black Father may aay what he likes," 
interposed Baptiate, " but f maintain that the 
ears of a white man are no more like the ears 
of a real Ingian than the pawa of a bear are like 
the legs of an antetope. I remember, though 
it*s now some twenty years ago, I waa out on a 
hunt in the North with a Delaware eororade ; 
he was called in the tribe * The-man*wbo-hears- 
Irom-far ;*— to say troth, I thought he often pre- 
tended to hear things that never happened, only 
just to keep up his name. We had walked aU 
the morning, and having kUled an elk, sat down 
10 cook it on the prairie. All at once he held 
up his finger for me to keep silence ; and turn* 
ing his hrad to listen, his countenance changed 
and his ear pricked up like that of a scared doe. 
Nay, Master Reginald, yoa need not smile, for 
it^s as true as a gnn^barrel ; and said I, ' What's 
the matter nowV He made no answer, but 
went a little way off; and lying down, put the 
side pf his head to the ground. He soon re- 
mmed, and told me that a ' big oanoe was eon* 
ing over the lake.* « What,* aaid I, < over that 
lake we passed this morning beyond those high 
woods V * Yes,' he replied, « the same ; I hear 
the paddles dip in the writer.' I laughed in hia 
fiioe, and tohl him he was dreaming t for the 
lake was, maybe, two mUes off; but he declared 
that he had heard the paddlea as plain as he now 
keard my voioe. I tried to listen, hut could not 
hear a scnnd; however, I knew that if he was 
fight, the canoe would be fldi of enemies, seein' 
timt we had no particular friends then hi the 
Dshcotah eountry, aad i thought it bettor to he* 
lievo him for once ; so we put more sticks on the 
Hn, to make as great a amoke aa wo oould, aad 
then ran off to the top of a hOI, where a big pine- 
tree grew ; and as it was about half way between 
the fife and the lake, we elomb in among its 
branches, where we oouM have a good look-out 
qn both. We remained some time without hear- 
ing or seemg anything ; and I began to conceive 
that my comrade had made a fool of me, aa well 
as of hkauelf, when we saw Are or six Sionx 
devile peep out of the brush at the edge of the 
prairie, where they pointed to the amoke that 
lose from our fire, and began to creep cautious- 
ly towards it." 

At this point the narrative of the Guide was 
unexpectedly interrupted by a sharp ory uttered 
by Monswur Perrot, who jumped up from his 
seat, and capered like a harlequm, atiaking at the 
same time the meet doleful grimaces and egacn- 
iations. ' Wingenond wss the first to perceifve 
and to explain to Reginald the oause of the un- 
fortimate valet's distress, in doing which he 
laughed with sooh hearty ioexprsssible n^rthf 
thss the tears staited from his eyes. 



It appeared thai IfoastSnr fwrst, In his aax^ 
lety to hear Baptisle*s adventuie, bad uncon- 
sciously edged hunself nearer and nearer to the 
fire, by the side of which wss a small pile of 
dry hurra and prickly adheaive twigs; while 
sitting upon these* and listenmg intently to the 
nartative, thqr had become ao^entally ignited, 
and not only burnt him as lie sat, but adhered 
to hia nether garments when he jnmp«i up; 
vrhefo they continued to oracklcand smoke in 
spite of the eflbrts which he msde to disengsge > 
hioasetf from them. To add to his terror, he re^ 
membered at this critical juncture that thert 
was a powder-flaak in the hinder podcet of his 
jacket ; a cireumstance which he eommunioated 
to his master with renewed exdamatioiis, and 
unavailing attempta to rid himsslf of the dan> 
gerona magasine. On hearing this, Ethelstoa 
emptied a vessel full of water over a blanltet . 
that lay beeide him, in which he immediately 
enveloped the alarmed Talet, and by this ready 
application of one element freed him from the 
more serious danger to be apprehended fiom the 
other. 

Aa aoon as the gravity of the party was ia 
some degree restored, Reginald raqueated the 
Guide to ooodode the narrative wiuch had beea 
so unexpectedly intemipted, expressing at the 
same time his curiosity to leara how Baptiate 
and hie oomrade had extricated themselves finom 
their onpleaaant position aaiong tiie branchea 
of the pine-tree. 

** Why, yon see. Master Regpteald, as soon ss 
they were fairly busied in making their way to 
the fire which we had left baraing, we alipped 
down the tree, and struck into the wood, wher^ 
we had no difllcolty in finding their back-trail to 
the. lake, and creeping cautiously towards the- 
shors, we found that the hei4ieaded fools had 
left no one to watch their canoe, whwh we spied - 
under the hoaghs of an alder that hung over the 
leke; ao we just stuck a piece of atick in the 
ground, with a Delaware marie on it to tux *eB 
on their retom, when we paddled away to the, 
other aide ; and having bored two holes in the* 
caaoe, aad broken the |(kldles, we went on our 
way; and.8inee that time I've alwaya held wf 
own opinion about an Indian'a ears, and I'm net 
likely, to change it aow.*' 

Whether the Guide's stoiy was tedious, or 
that the fatignea of the day had produced their 
effects upon his hearers, certain it is, that aoonr 
after ita conctosion i)oth the ears and eyes of 
the greater portion were cloaed in sleep, and 
nothing having ooeurred 4uring tho night te 
alarm those who had watched, the wbote par«> 
ty set forward aa aoon as daylight broke on tlie 
following morning. 

Wingennnd had no difltenlty in making out 
the trail until he reached the banks of the rivers 
in orossing which Mah^ had taken so raneh 
pains to mislead his .pnrsuera. Here the youth 
halted, and informed Reginald that he might 
look for game during the remainder of the day, 
as it would be necessary for him and Attd to 
search for War-Eagle's party, and with them to 
find the right trail on the opposite bank. 

The two Delawares. started at a rapid pace 
to the westward, bestowing as they went care* 
fill attention to the various tracks of bison and 
other animals which had crossed at the different 
fgrds that thay passed. After a Uiilsome maich 
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m some Ifottts, 'th^y fMl In' wHh War-Eagle's 
party, whom they found oecopied in a lilte in- 
▼estigation. 'I'he chief learnt his young hroth- 
er's'sucoess with undisguised pleasure ; his na- 
ture was too nohle to entertain a thought of 
jealousy ; and one of the first wishes of his 
heart was to see Wingenund take his place 
among the first wari-iors of the triha. He had 
ascertained beyond a doubt, that although the 
horses of the Osages had crossed the river op. 
posite to the trail which he had been following, 
they had not travelled far in that direction, but 
had returned to the bed of the river for the ob- 
yions purpose of baffling pursuit ; and the Del- 
awares now crossed to the northern bank, and 
after minute examination of every path and 
track which led from it, they arrived in the 
evening at the point from whence Wingendnd 
started, confident that the right trail must, if 
the Osages had crossed at aU, be at some spot 
lower down the stream. 

The whole party, now again reunited, eneainp- 
^ for the night, and related, over their evening 
meal, the indications and tracks which they had 
remarked on their respective lines of march. 
At the earliest dawn War^Eagle was again afotit, 
and after an hour's patient search, he struck 
a trail, which he pronounced without hesita- 
tiDn, to be that of the Osages. As it lead 
through a wooded and hilly region along the 
base of the Great Mountains, Abounding in nar- 
row and dani^erous passes, every precaution 
was used against ambush or surprise ; War- 
Eagle, Wingenund, and Atto leading the ad- 
vance, with several of the most swif^ and skil- 
ful of their warriors, and the white men, who 
brought up the rear, being cautioned against 
straggling or falling behind the main body. . 

Another slip of paper found upon the trail, 
bearing Prairie-bird's inspiring watchword 
** Follow," raised the spirits of the party to the 
highest pitch. They halted at midday to refresh 
themselves and their horses for an hour, un- 
jder the shade of some spreading cedars, above 
which rose a high conical peak, on the sides of 
which were scattered a few dwarf oaks and 
other timb(»r of stunted growth. Obeying a aig- 
aal from War-Eagle, Reginald dlimbed with him 
to the summit of this hill, whence they could 
command an extensive view of the sand hills 
and undulating ocean of prairie to the east- 
ward, while above tliem to the westward tow- 
ered the lofly and still distant mountain-tops, 
clad in their blight mantle of eternal snow. 

But it was not to enjoy the splendour of this 
magnificent prospect that the Delaware had toi^ 
«d up this steep ascent, or that he now cast his 
restless and searching eye towards the north 
and east borixon: he had another object in 
view. Neither did he seem to have aiii»gether 
Ihiled in its attainment, for after gazing long and 
intently upon a spot to the northward, his coun- 
4en8nce brightened, and he desired Reginald, 
who was unable to distinguish so distant a 
speck with the naked eye« to examine it care- 
i^A\f with his telescope, f(»r that he would see 
something there that would make his heart 
beat. 

Reginald did so, and having succeeded in 
eatching the indicated object with his gla^s, he 
exclaimed, *" War-Eagle, my brother, you are 
tight I can sm them plainly, one— <two-t. three 



^-aye, twenty Indian Mfss, and <As vfkiU teni 
among them. Heaven be praised for aU ila 
raerciee, we shall save her yet 1*' 
' For a few moments the chief was silent, then 
he said, " Let my brother use the glass again, 
and say how many lodges he ^n count." , 

" Thiere seem to be very many,*' ^aid Regi , 
nald, after a careful survey, *' more than fifty 
but I cannot count them, for the tent is on a 
small hill, and some may be hid behind it.'' 

*' Mah^ga smokes the pipe with a powerful 
tribe," said the Delaware, musing ; and the two 
friends descended the hill, each contemplating 
according to the bent of their respective characT 
lers, the difiSculties yet to be encountered, and 
the means by which those difficulties might be 
overcome. 

Meanwhile it must not be supposed that Ma- 
h^ga remained in idle security a resident in the 
Crow encampment ; he appreciated too justly 
the skill and perseverance of War-Eagle to sup- 
pose that the latter would not strike and follow 
his trail, ho therefoi:e turned his attention to the 
strentheniogof his alliance with bis new friends 
by every means in his power. In this endea 
vour his own sagacity was admirably, though 
perhaps unconsciously, aeconded by the win 
ning manners and charaoter of Prairie-bird, foi 
the Grows, who had been prepared to look upon 
her with a feeling akin to dread, were agreea* 
bly surprised by her extreme beauty, and (he 
gentleness of her demeanour. 

The cunning Osage, knowing that she could 
only be drawn from the striot seclusion in which 
she lived by her never-'failiog willingness to al- 
leviate sneering, had caused several children, 
and others afflicted with illness, to be brought 
to her, and she never declined giving them such 
remedies from her remaining stock of medicine 
as she thought most likely to afford relief. 
The general success of her simple pharmacy 
fully answered the expectations of Mahega, in 
the increasing anxiety daily evinced by the 
Crows to guard and protect the '* Great Medi- 
cine of the tent ;" and thus, while obeying the 
dictates of her own gentle and humane feeling, 
the maiden little knew that she was strengthen- 
ing the cords of her captivity. 

Neither did Mahega neglect to take every 
precaution against so attack or surprise on the 
part of War- Eagle and his party. Although 
ignorant of their precise force, he knew that 
they would in all probability be well armed, and 
was far from satisfied with the position of the 
present encampment occupied by the Crows. 

After conversing once or twice with Besha, 
and the judicious admixture of a few presents 
to that 4t>intere8ted personage, he learnt that 
there was at a distance of half a day^s march to 
the northward a favourite strong hold of the 
Crows, to which they frequently resorted when 
attacked by an enemy too numerous to be re- 
sisted in the open plain, and it was represented 
to be in a neighbourhood affording abundance 
of game, and a plentiful supply of pasture for 
the horses. 

Mahega found it not a very difficult task to 
persuade the Crow chief to withdraw to this 
post, representing to him the formidable equip 
ment of the Delawares aided by their white al 
lies, and he urged him also to send a few of his 
best runners to hang about the trail by which he 
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iMid^ MMtelf «ilrti«d, •O'lhaft tiliidy aaliee of tho 
mea^s appraodi might-be raocived. 

The Crow aoqoieaeed m both suggestions, 
and tb« nniMd band nored off acoordiagly to 
the' post above referred to, whieh thoy reached 
in the afternoon of the same day; it was a co- 
nical faiU, povered on one side with low. juniper 
bitthes, and rising soddealy oat of the prairie 
at a distance of sereral mile* from the higher 
range of moontains to the west ; a few hundred 
yards further to the east was another height of 
similar demtion, but of less eireumference, and 
between these two lay a valley of extreme fer- 
tility, watered by a stream so oool and dear, 
thai it bespoke at enee the monntain souvte 
whence it flowed ; the eastern side of this sec- 
ond hill was almost perpendicular, so as to be 
secure against any attack fram that quarter : 
whfle an enemy approaehing Irem the vaiiey 
Would be exposed to missilBS shot from either 
height. 

Mahftga saw at a glance the strength of the 
position, and proposed to the chief that be, with 
bis Osages, should garrison the smatter height, 
kBSmg the larger hill and the intennediateval* 
ley to be occupied by the Crows. 

This arrangement being agreed upon, the 
tent of Prairie-bird waa pitched near the sum* 
mit,^ on a spot where the ground gently sloped 
to the westward, and a few scattered oaks, 
cedars, and pines aflbrded not only a partial 
shelter from the rays of the sun, but a sufficient 
supply of fttd for cooking the Tenison and bison 
meat, which the hunters had brought in abun- 
dantly. Some twenty lodges of the Crows 
were placed upon the opposite and larger height ; 
these consisted chiefly of the principd braves 
and warriors; the ititermediate valley behig 
occupied by the remainder of the band, and an 
ample space was left ibr picketing the horses at 
night between the two hills. 

On arriving at her new quarters,' Prairie-bu4 
could not avoid being struck by the singularity, 
as well as by the beauty of the scenery. It wae 
evident that the face of the sandstone rode, 
above which her tent was pitched, had been 
eaten away by the action of water and the ele- 
ments; and she imagined that ere many, years 
should pass, the precipitous olUT on iu eastern 
front would partudly fall in, and leave- in its 
place a broken and turreted ruin, such as she 
had before noted and admired on the western 
borders of the great prhirie. It was « great 
relief to her that she was so much by hersdf ; 
for the lodge of Mahega and his followers was 
pitched somewhat lower down the hill than 
her own tent, and she was yet fhrther removed 
from the dirt and other annoyances of the Crow 
lodges. This was, iiideed, a great laxury, as 
the quantity of bison-meat brought into the 
camp on the first day's hunt was so great, that 
the Upsarofca women were^ spreading and drying 
it in every direction : and as these ladies are 
not usually Tery particfolar in removing the 
oflfal, the odour thencO/ arising^ in the valley 
below was not the sweetest that could be ima- 
gined. 

Mahega was in high good humour in conse- 
quence of the successful result of his arrange- 
ments; for he now occupied a post not 6n\y 
well protected against the attack of an enemy, 
■mtwhere'.his^g^ge could not be purtoined 
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bially abaodaet among the. Crows. Bat how* 
evereeeure he might feel, he did not relax bis 
usual vigilance, in which be was zealously sec- 
onded by Toweno ; and whenever the one was 
absent from the garrison, even for a short time, 
the other always remained at home on the watch.^ 
He renewed, also, a rude breastwork of unhewn 
logs, which had been thrown up by the Crows 
on some former occasion, and which afforded % 
shelter, from behind whidk he and his men 
could fire upon an approaching enemy without 
being themselves exposed. 

They had not long been settled in their new 
quarters before the detachment which had been 
sent to rscennoitre returned to report that they 
had seen the united band of white men and 
Ddawares, about thirty in numberi advancing 
cautioudy along the base of the hills towarda 
the Upsareka eamp., The soouts had recognised 
Reginald as the person who had killed one of 
tbdr prineipd, warriora ; and the announcement 
of his approach was received with a yell that 
showed, hew detenmaate\y the Crows were 
bent on revenge. 

A-waf-couadl was. immediately hdd, which 
Mahega was BonflAoned to attend ;. and although, 
the wary Osage kept himsdf in the baokgroupdie 
and showed, no disposition to ofibr his advice 
until twiee 'pressed by Beahato do so, it wae 
seoQ evident that his spirit wonid rule the meet- 
ing; and that on him would devdve the conduct 
of the stmggle in which Xheif mustaoon expect 
tebe eqgaged : suefa was the impression already 
made upon bis new allies- by hia gigantic stat-^ 
ure, and the>air ef oommand that accompanied 
hie every word and gesture^ 

Unleaa the ad ventage tof nwnbera waa to be 
very great on hla side, Mdiiga did not augur 
ikvourably of the readt of an open conflict be- 
tween the Crows and the. small but wdi-af^ 
pernled fovoe oppoied^ to theiQ. He fomed a 
just estimate of the skill and eagacity of War- 
Eagle, and of the impetuoiia ooorage of Kegi«>^ 
add Bfaodott. He hated both, eapedally the* 
httter, with dl the bitter iateedty of whioh hi» 
nature was capable ; and resdved that qo strat- 
agem ahoold be leA untried to heap npoe then^ 
every spedes of suffering aad disgraoei 

With thia Tlew, he oonlerredloog^ thvongh 
the mediamof Besha, with the leading warrior^ 
of the Crows as to the nature of the ground in 
the neighbomrhood of the enemy's line of march ^ 
being deteimined, if posdble, te lead tfaem inte 
an ambush ; or at least to attack them in sopie 
defile or pass, where the hew and arrow woald 
be a better match for the rifle than in the (Open 
pkiini Not being altogether- satisfied with the 
rsplies which he reodved, he dedioed' giving 
his opinion until he shmild have reeennoilred 
the district in person, and set. forth without 
delay, accompanied'by the dwarfi&yh interpreter 
and two Crow vrarriors, all: being mounted on 
swift homes. 

Havhig reaehed the btse of the firsb jange oi 
hills, the Crow who acted- as guide, atmok iiitt- 
a narrow whiding ravine; ailer .following the 
course of which for some distance, the party 
emerged upon an e]e^tBated table-land, which 
they crossed at Ml speed, and found themselves 
at the base of a second range of hills, more 
broken aid abrupt than the flnat. . Here the 
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concealed the bories, and left them behind the* 
jntojectioD of a roeh in ebarge^f the other two, 
they climbed with eome diffiealty to the brow 
«f a saadatone cliff; whence they ooold' com- 
mand an extensive view of the region to the 
southward. 

Creeping eautioiisly to the edge of the height, 
and screening- themseWes behind the junipers 
and scanty Inishes growing there, they could' 
easily distinguish the camp of the- Delawares 
and white men in the valley below. The band 
had come to a halt, and were oTidently engaged 
in refreshing tbemselveB add their horses with 
their midday meak 

The Osi^ chief glared upon them like a< 
tiger an his anticipated prey^ He ezammed 
the ground in front and rear and flank of their 
position ; he noted the breadth of the pass where 
the YaUey opened out upon the plain beyond, 
and questioned bis guide closely as to the route 
which they would probably take in advancing^ 
towards the Crow encampment. 

We will leave him for a time to parsoe these- 
investigations, while we return to Reginald and 
War*£agle^ whom we left deliberating as to the 
most advisable course to be pursued for the res- 
cue of Prairie-bird* 

The Delaware chief having been soon in- 
formed by his scouts of tlie enemy's retreat to 
another and a stronger position, lost no time in< 
pushing forward his puty to the point in the' 
iwUey where it had (as above mentiotted) been 
descried by Mah^a and his guida Ranald 
and the other white men were at a loss to imag- 
ine why War-Eagle had selected for his halt a 
spot where a dense thieket on the side of each 
hiU seemed to offer to an enemy, familiar vrith 
the country, a favourable opportunity fbr attack- 
ing him unawares ; and even Baptiste, when' 
questa^tted upon the subject, shook his head, 
aayingv "Wait tUl to-morrow ; we shall know) 
by that time what hote the coon is Rwking ibr." 

As for the Delawares, they ate their bison- 
meat and smoked their pipe with as much in- 
didbrence as if they were in the heart of their 
own hunting-ground, being confident in the skill 
of their leader, from the experience of many a 
foray and fight Th^latter, havingthrown for- 
ward two or three of his men as outposts, to 
guard agahnst surprise,' summoned Wingenmid, 
to vyhom he gave, in an earnest Toice» some* 
minute directions, which did not reach the ears 
of others in the party; and the youth, as soon 
aa he had .received them, went up to Reginald, 
and said to him, " Will Netis lend Nekimi t6 
Wingennnd ; he will be baek before the moon 
is up,— and if he meets* the Upsarokas, he must 
leave them behind." 

^ Reginald testified his willing assent to the 
youth's request, and in a few minutes Nekimi 
was bounding over the prairie beneath his light 
burden with a speed that soon brought him to a 
point whence he could command a view of the 
'two heights, upon and between which the Grows 
were encamped. 

The sand-hills in that region project in many 
places from the base of the Great Mountains in* 
to the open plain, like the promontories of an 
indented shore into the ocean, and it was by 
skirting one of these until he reached Its extreme 
ity thatiiie continued to watch the encampment 



of the Ofowv wMhniI being obserred bgrflieii 
scoals ; for> sevMn^ hours he steed motionleai 
by the side of Nekimi, under the sllade of a pine, 
with that untiring patience which Tenders an ' 
Indian uneqanlled ae a spy, when he saw four 
horsemen emerge from the^ camp; and gallop 
off toward* the base of 1^ mountains. As soon 
as they entered a valley where they^were screen- 
ed from his view, he pat Nekimi to his' speed, 
and by a shorter cut reached the head of the 
same valley before them, then leaving his horse 
behind a thieket of jnnipers« he crept ibrward, 
and hiding himself in some brushwood, waited 
for the passing of the horsemen. 

As the rooi^ness of the ground had compel^ 
ed them to itocken their speed, he had no dHlff- 
cutty in recognising Mahega, but the features 
of the misshapen interpreter and the Crow war- 
riors weiB, of course, strange to him. He watch- 
ed the Osage chief and his companion as they 
climbed the hill, from the top of which they 
made their observations of the Delaware camp ; 
and as they returned and remounted their hor- 
ses, they passed so near to his hiding-place that 
the youth distinctly heard two or niree words 
wliioh Mah6ga spoke to Besha in the Osage 
tongue. Aa soon as they were out of si^t he 
hastened to the spot where he had left Nekimi, 
and returned at full speed to make his report to^ 
War-Eagle. 

The chief had evidently been awalthig-wiCh 
some impatience the return of hn messenger, 
and when he received the intelligence Which the 
latter brought back, he said, ** It is weH, let Ne- 
tis and the chiefs be called to council— 4here is 
no time to lose.'' 

A few minutes sufl^ced to assemble the lead* 
ers, who were expected to take a- part in the 
deliberations about to be Entered upon, all of 
them being weH aware of their vicinity to the 
enemy of whom they had eo long been in pur- 
iBuit; but when called upon to express their 
opinion as to tlvd course to be adopted, a mani- 
fest reluctance prevailed, arising probably Ihnn 
the wild and rugged nature of the region, and 
fWrni their ignorance of the strength of the band 
with which Mahiga had allied himself After a 
brief pause, Baptiste, who was thoroughly versed 
in the character of the Delawares^ arose and 
said, *'Are the tongues of the warriors tied*? 
the sun will not stay in his path, neither will 
the grass grow beneath the foet of the Washa- 
sbee and Upsaroka; the- white men and the 
Lenap^ wait to hear the voice of the Great 
Chief-4et WarEagle spealr.'' 

Thus called' upon, tfce Delaware leader caitte 
forward to address the council. He painted' the 
wrongs that his tribe had suffered at the hands 
of the Osages, the treachery and cruelties prac- 
tised on their wives and children ; then he dwelt 
on the spoiling of their lodges, the abduction of 
Prairie-bird, and the attempted nmrder of Win-^ 
gennnd. Having thus reused the passions of 
his Delaware hearers, he gradually brought them 
back to a calmer state of reflection, by repre- 
senting to them the dangere and difficoUies of 
their present position, owing- to the alliance 
formed by their implacable enemy with the Up- 
saroka, who knew every pass and dangerous 
defile of the country through which they were 
marehtng, and he Impressed upon them the ne- 
cessity of th^nr havmg recovse to stratagem in 
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order to mako iqi for thoir deficiency !■ nonftbarB 
ood in .local knowlodge. He then proceeded to 
unfold bis pMuD of operatkniB, which (as after- 
wards explained by Baptiste to Reginald and 
^is friend) was nearly in the following words : ; 

*'Mabega and the Upearoka will attack our 
oarap to-night — the woil shall fall into a trap — 
they will oooie to take scalps, let them look 
after their own^-but we roust divide our party 
— ^Wingenand has seen the Washashee camp, 
he shall guide ten warriors to it in the dark, and 
while Mahega is leading his blind followers here, 
the tomahawk and the fire shall be in his lodge !" 

A deep murmur of approbation satisfied the 
chief as to the sentiments of bis stern and deter- 
mined band ; and Ethelston, although he knew 
W>t the meaning of the words which had been 
ittered, was struck by the dignity with which 
ttiey bad been spoken, and by the rich and va- 
Aed intonation of War-Gagle*9 voice. 

** Reginald/* said he, ** how much I regret 
that I could not follow jour Indian brother in 
his disoourse. His attitudes brought to my 
mind the orators of old, as represented to us by 
olassic pen and chisel : it seemed as if I could 
almost gather his meaning from bis eloquence 
ofeye and tone!" 

I '* Certainly," replied Reginald, '* whether the 
jnerit of ontary consists in action, as held by the 
' old man eloquent who fulmined over Greece,' 
or in the art of persuasioo, by convincing the 
judgment while moving the passions of the hear- 
«rs, as held by the best authors who have since 
written on the subject, War-Eagle possesses it 
in an eminent degree." 

'* Yes," replied Ethelston, " I admit the per- 
suasive power, and the action at once graceful 
and commanding, but I maintain that there is 
yet a stronger element, the mention of whksb 
joo, and the authors whom you quote, have 
strangely neglected, namely, Truth; that im- 
mortal essence, which pervades the whole intel- 
ligent creation, before which falsehood shrinks 
abashed, and sophistry vanishes into vapour. 
This it is that guides the winged words of man 
direct to the heart of bis brother : by this, and 
this alone, did the voice of Luther triumph over 
the. thunders of the Vatican, and beneath it<s 
mighty influence the haughty Felix trembled 
^fore the captive apostle. This is, if I mistake 
not, the «8oret of your Indian friend's oratory ; 
.overy word that he utters finds an echo in the 
breast of those whom he is addressing. The 
injuries that he recounts are recent; the dan- 
gers against which he warns them are real and 
present ; and the vengeance to which he guides 
them, they puit for with a thirst ardent as his 
)Own." 

« Far be it from me," replied Reginald, " to 
-disparage the might and majesty of truth, or to 
>doubt that in the end it must triumph over error 
and falsehood, as certainly as Good shall obtain 
the victory over EviL Nevertheless, 1 hold, 
that as the object of eloquence frequently is to 
* make the worse iippear the better cause,' and 
to guide the hearers, not so much to their own 
feal good as to the immediate purpose of the 
•speaker, there are some occasions where he will 
more effectively attain it by working on their 
prejudices, frailties, and passions, than he could 
by the most direct appeal to justice or to truth. 
Jf Felix trembled at the denunciationa of Paul, 



the bolder: and mightier spirit of WidU 
quailed' before the wily astrologer, who pretend- 
ed to have interwoven his destinies with the 
mysterious raotements of the planets." 

'* I see the scope of your argument, Reginald, 
and acknowledge its force. It is because men 
obey the dictates of passion more willingly than 
those of conscience, that they are more easily 
led by the factious sophistry of a Cleon than 1^ 
the virtuous wisdom of a Socrates. Neverthe- 
less, you will not deny that even sophistry and 
faction bear testimony to the might of truth, by 
potting on her semblance, and disguising them- 
selves as her followera : thus do they aehievo 
success, until they encounter some champioi 
strong enough to unmask and detect them ; as 
the Trojans fled before Patroelus clad in the 
armonr of Achilles, until Hector pierced his dis- 
guise, and killed him." 

** Is it not strange," said Reginald, laughing, 
** tliat in this wild and remote region, and amidst 
its wandering tribes, we should renew discus- 
sions which we so often held together in early 
days on the banks of the Elbe and Rhine! I 
remember that you generally beat me in argu- 
ment, and yet permitted me to retain possession 
of the field of battle. On this occasion I think 
we must draw off our forces, and neither claim 
the victory. The Indians are already preparing 
for the night*a expedition, and interests so dear 
to me depend upon its result, that I look for- 
ward to it with the deepest anxiety. If War- 
Eagle is correct in his calculation, that the 
Osages and their allies will attack our camp to- 
night, it is uncertain whether they will carry 
Prairie-bird with them, or leave her behind un- 
der a guard. We must be prepared for either 
plan ; and, in dividing our force, arrange it so 
that, if we succeed, she may be sure of falling 
into the hands of those fit and authorised to 
protect her. I will take with me Wingonundt 
and ooT steady friends Baptiste nnd Pierre : do 
you remain with War-Eagle, Paul Mullen and 
the main body reserved for the defence of the 
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camp 

''Be it so," replied Ethelston; **I trust we 
shall not be long separated, and that before this 
hour to-morrow we shall have rescued your be- 
trothed from her captors." He added, with a 
smile, " Remember that in our German expedi- 
tion you made me many promises of discretion, 
which, in the excitement of action, you were 
somewhat apt to forget ; you must iM>t do so 
now that you are engaged in the cause of one 
to whom your life is perhaps dearer than It is 
to yourself." 

" Baptiste himself shall not be more cautious 
than I will be,'* replied Reginald, grasping his 
friend's hand ; and they partisd to make the re- 
quisite preparations for their respective duties 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 

A went In the tent of Prairie-bird, who gives aome hoo 
advice, and receives in a short space of time more thaa 
one anezpected visitor.— -The Crows, led by Mah^^ga, 
attaeic the Delaware camp bv night.— The defeated 
party achieve a kind of trluaipli, and the victun meet 
with an uaezpeeted Iom. 

Thi evening passed away with the rapidity 
usual in that western region, where twilight has 
no sooner thrown its duslqr hue over moontma 
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. nd ptein, than it agfeiin yields iUi i^aoe to the 
darker gloom of night ; and yet it, were a libel 
vpon nature to call by the name of gloom that 
nncertain light in which that mighty landscape 
yeposed. "nie moon was half fuU, and her 
Ifteams, scarcely piercing through the deep foli- 
age of the wooded vale, streaked with silver 
lines its mossy herbage ; eastward lay the vast 
eKpanse of undulating prairie, on which count- 
less herds of bison lazily cropped the dew- 
aprinkled grass, while high above the scene 
towered the gigantic peaks of the Western An- 
des, slumbering in a light as cold and pale as 
theii own etertial snow. 

Notiiing was beard to disturb the reign of 
silence, save the distant murmur of the stream- 
lets as they plashed from rock to rode in their 
descent to the quiet river that flowed beneath ; 
or here and there the stealthy foot of the panther 
or prowling bear. A few stars glimmered in 
the vault above, and clouds of eter-varying 
shape flitted athwart its surface, new hiding, 
and again partially revealing the dark outlines 
of forest, vale, and rugged cliflT. 

It was an hour and a scene calculated to in^ 
spire thoughts of awe, piety, and gratitude, to- 
wards the Creator; of love, gentleness, and 
peace towards his creatures ; and yet through 
those groves and glens feet more stealthy than 
the panther's step, foes more fell Uuui the prow- 
ling bear, now wound their silent way, bent on 
their secret errand of destruction and of blood. 

In one quarter Reginald, followed by Baptiste, 
Pierre, and six men, moved swifUy across the 
prairie, under the guidance of Wingenond, to- 
wards the camp of the Osages ; in another, Ma^ 
hega led a numerous band through the defiles 
belbre described, to surprise, the Encampment 
of the Delawares ; while at the latter i^ace 
^yar-Eagle, aided by Atto and his chosen war- 
riors, was making all the necessary dispositions 
tor a stratagem by which he hoped to defeat the 
oxpected attack of hts enemies. 

It was already several hours past midnight, 
the moon had withdrawn her light, and Prai- 
rie-bird was buried in the retreshing sleep that 
visits the eyelids olT guildess youth ; Lita slum- 
hered an a couch of skins stretched across the 
' ontraace of her mistress's tent, before which, at 
a little distance, the Osage sentry, seated by the 
breastwork thrown up for the defence of the 
position, hummed a low and plaintive air of his 
tribe. Suddenly his ear caught the sound of 
approaching feet, and quksk as thought the ar- 
row was fitted to his bowstring, but his checked 
the hasty movement, remembering that sentries 
were posted at the base of the hill, who would 
not have permitted any hostile step to approach 
unchallenged. As the new comers drew near, 
^e distinguished through the gloom the figures 
' of a man and. a woman-— the former short and 
square-built, the latter slight and grac^l. 

*'What do the strangers seekl" inquired 

Toweno ; for he it was whom Mah6ga had left 

in charge of his camp, and who now guarded 

/ the tent of Prairie-bird. 

y '< Toweno. is a great warrkir among the Wash- 

'' ashe; his voice is welcome to the ear of a 

friend," replied, in the Osage tongue, the rough 

voice of Beaha, the horse^ealer. *< The Upsa- 

Yoka laaidan wishes to speidi with Oiitipa, the 

^reatMedi^iBe of the tent.*' 



"This is not a ttee ibr maidens to viUt te 
to speak," replied Toweno; "the feet of ttUie 
braves are on the night-path, and many wives 
who sleep now wiU be widows ere the sun 
is up." 

" Besha knows it well," answered ^e horse- 
dealer ; " nor can he understand how Toweno 
is in the camp while Mah^ and his warriors 
are on the bloody-path." 

"The Pale- faces are cunning," replied the 
Osage, " and Maheg^ would not leave the rich 
skins of otter, beaver, and bison, and the Great 
Medicine of the tent, without a guard." 

" The Pale-faces will not come near the high- 
camp," said Besha, casting a rapid glance over 
the bales of fur and cloth. " Have you maay 
warriors left with you ?" 

" Four of the Washashe, and four thnes four 
of the Upsaroka, is the band in camp ;* but 
what does the w(Mnan desire of Olitipal" 

" She is the youngest and favourite wife of 
the Upsaroka chief," replied Besha, lowering his 
voice, " and she desh'es a medicine that his love 
fdr her may never change ; her heart is goad 
towards the Washashe, and her hands are not 
empty." Here he whispered a few words to 
his companion, and the girl, timidly extending 
her hand, placed in'^-that of the Osage a smau 
roll of tobacco. 

The grim features of the warridr relaxed into 
a smile, as his fingers closed upon the soaroe 
and much coveted leaf ;t and, without further 
delay, he moved to the entrance of the tent, and 
waking Lita, desired her to arouse her mistress 
for a conference with the bride of the Upsaroka 
chief. 

Although surprised at this unexpected sum- 
mons. Prairie-bird hastened to receive her vis- 
itor, supposing that some sudden illneSB or ac- 
cident must be the cause of her coming at such 
an hour. Her simple toilet was soon made ; 
and fastening to her girdle the bag containing 
the slender stock of instruments and trifles that 
she always carried with her, she stepped into 
the outer compartment of the tent, and desired 
Lita to admit the stranger. 

The Orow girl, led by Besha, came forward 
with apparent reluctance, obviously under the 
influence of the greatest terror; and Prairie- 
bird was, for the moment, annoyed at the ad- 
missioii into her tent of a man whom she had 
only seen once or twice before, and whose ap- 
pearance was forbidding in the extreme; but 
quickly remembering that without him it would 
have been impossible to communicate with her 
visitor, she desired Lita to place three mats ; 
and seating herself upon one, kindly took the 
Crow girl by the hand, drawing her gently to 
that nearest to herself; then motioning to Be- 



* The yarions methods of counting adopted by the 
western tribes are curioos In the extreme ; some reekon 
diie^y by fives, and among these an expressiO|i equiva- 
lent to "hands and feet** lognlfies *' twenty ;'* in one lan- 
guage the number eight is expressed by a word meaning 
six with two; in another, by a word signifying ten with' 
out two: In fact, aome very Interesting illustrations ot 
their language and modes of thought might be drawn 
fi-om an accurate investigation of their numerals, bat they 
would be entirely out of place in a work of fiction. 

t Tobacco is extremely scarce, and highly valued among 
the western tribes ; at the close of the last, century, it was 
probably unkoown among the CroMrs, so that we must 

Sppow that the horse-dealer produced this present ftom 
I imn stores, and for puipoaeo best knows to hinw^ 
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tha to oceopy the third, the requested him, in 
the Delaware tongue, to explain the object of 
this nigbtlj visit. 

** Tbe tale of the Upoaroka maid is secret," 
he replied ; " it is only for the ears of Olitipa.** 

At a signal from her mistress, Lita, throwing 
a blanket over her sho^der, stepped into the 
open air, and leaned agamst the breastwork not 
far from the post of Toweno. 

" Does the * Bending«willow* wish all to be 
told 1" inquired Besha of his companion, in a 
whisper. 

Bending- willow, who had not yet dared to lift 
her eyes from the ground, now timidly raised 
them ; and encountering the kind and encour- 
agiog glance of Prairie-bird, answered, ** Let all 
be told/' 

Having received this permission, the one- 
eyed horse-dealer proceeded to relate, with 
more feeling than could have been expected 
from his harsh and uncouth appearance, tbe 
' story of his fair companion. She was the daugh- 
ter of the principal brave in the nation ; both be 
aind his only son had fallen lately in a bloody 
engagement v^th the Black- feet The father 
had, with bis dying breath, bequeathed his sur- 
viving child to tbe protection of his chief, and 
the latter had fulfilleid the trust by giving her in 
marriage to his eldest son, a gallant youth, who, 
although not yet twenty-five years of age, had 
already two wives in his lodge, and had taken 
many scalps from the Black-feet, against whom 
be was now absent on an expedition undertaken 
to avenge the slain relations of his newly es- 
poused bride. 

Bending-willow, who had not yet seen eigh* 
teen summers, was passionately fond of her 
young lord, who now returned her affection 
with an aridour equal to her own ; this had 
moved the spite and jealousy of his two former 
wives, who took no pains to conceal their ha- 
tred of her ; and although they dared not strike 
or ill-treat her as long as she remained the fa- 
vourite, they endeavoured by every means in 
their power to vex and annoy her, and to bring 
her, by degrees, under the suspicion and dis- 
trust of their husband. 

It was to obtain from Prairie-bird a medicine 
by which she might secure his continued affec- 
tion, that Bending-willow bad made this visit ; 
and she bad come stealthily by night, in hopes 
of escaping thereby the observation of her 
watchful colleagues. 

During the horse-dealer's recital. Prairie-bird 
glanced more than once at the young woman's 
countenance, of which she was enabled by the 
red light of tbe wormwood torch that burnt 
near Uie centre of tl^e tent, to distinguish the 
features and expression ; both were remarkably 
pleasing and attractive, while the long black 
hair falling over her shoulders in two plaits, in- 
terwoven with beads of various colours, was 
set off by tbe delicate hue of the fawn-skin 
dress, which displayed to advantage the sym- 
{metry of her light and graceful figure. Prairie- 
bird took her hand in silence, and the Crow 
girl fixed her eyes with guileless and admiring 
wonder upon the surpassing loveliness of the 
** great medicine of the tent," which struck her 
the more forcibly, as she had come in the ex- 
pectation of seeing a person decked out and or- 
namented after the lantastic fashion adopted 



among the Indian tribes by thoae who pretend 
to Bupematural powers. 

After a bnef silence. Prairie-bird, addreasin^ 
her visitor through the interpreter, said, ** When 
the wives of the young chief scold and apeak 
bad worda to Bending-willow, what does ahs 
reply 1" 

" She gives them bad worda again, sharper 
and harder than their own," answered the bridn 
hastily. 

Prairie-bird ahook her head and contmaed, 
*' Has Bending-willow watched their faces when 
they scold and heap angry words upon herl 
How do they look then ?'* 

"They look ugly and spiteftd as spotted 
snakes !*' 

** Bending-willow has come for a medicine to 
make the love of her husband endure fresh and 
green as the valleys watered by the Nebraska \ 
Does she think he would love her if, when he 
returns tojiis lodge, he hears sharp, angry tonea 
in her voice, and sees spiteful looks in her coun- 
tenance \ The Great Spirit has made her face 
and voice sweet as the breath of the morning r 
if she makes them ugly and harsh, the medi- 
cine of Olitipa cannot preserve her husband's 
love." 

The Crow bride cast down her eyes, evident- 
ly confused and puzzled by this address. At 
length she inquired, in a subdued tone, ** Wliat, 
then, is the counsel of Olitipa 1 What is Bend- 
ing-willow to do when these sharp tongues scold 
and rail at herl" 

Prairie-bird opened the volume that lay be- 
side her, and answered, " The worda of the 
Great Spirit are, * A soft answer tumeth away 
anger !' When the tongues of the women are 
bitter against Bending-willow, let her give gen- 
tle words in reply ; they will be ashamed, and 
will soon be silent." 

*' But," said the quick-tempered bride, " the 
angry spirit gets into the heart of Bending-wil- 
low : when fire is in the breast, cod water flowa 
not from the tongue !" 

" Olitipa will give a medicine to her sister,"^ 
replied our heroine ; and opening a case that 
stood near her, she drew thence a small hand- 
mirror. Presenting this to her visitor, she add- 
ed, **W}en Bending-willow finds the angry 
spirit in her heart, and bitter wOrds ready on 
her tongue, let her look at her face in this med- 
icine-glass, and say to herself, ' Are these tbe 
soft eyes that the chief loves to look upon V " 

The bride took the glass, and contemplated 
her features therein, apparently not without 
satisfaction. But their expression was troubled, 
for she was frightened at the words which 
Prairie-bird bad told her were those of the 
Great Spirit, and her eyes wandered from the 
book to the maiden, as if she would willingly 
learn more of her mysterious communion with 
the powers above. 

At this crisis the wild war-cry of the Crows 
rang through the tent ; several shots followed 
each other in rapid succession, mingled with 
the whistling of arrows, and the clash of blows, 
while loud above the din of the conflict rose the 
voice of Toweno, urging and encouraging his 
men. 

Besha started to his feet, and rushed from 
the tent to learn whence came thia audden and 
unexpected attack, and Uta hastened to the 
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de of lier mistress, as if resolTed to share her 
ate, whatever that might be. 

Louder and nearer came the mingled cries 
<ind yells of battle, and a stray rifle-ball pierced 
the canvass of the tent, leaving a rent in it 
dose to the head of Prairie-bird. She neither 
stirred nor spoke ; and as the wailing and ter- 
rified Bending-willow, the daughter and the 
bride of warriors inured to scenes of blood, 
looked on the pale, calm cheek of the Christian 
maiden, whose hand still rested on the m3rsteri- 
<nis volume, she felt as if in the presence of a 
superior being, and crept closer to her side for 
protection and security. 

But we must leave the tent and its inmates, 
and turn to the scene of strife without. The 
daricness of night was giving place to the gray 
hue of dawn, and a faint streak of light was al- 
ready discernible in the eastern horizon, ere 
Jleginald's party, guided by Wingenund, was 
able to reach the base of the hill on which the 
Osages were posted. His intention had been 
to arrive there several hours sooner ;. but he had 
been prevented by various obstacles, such as 
might be expected to occur on a night-march 
through so nigged and difficult a country, and 
also by the necessity of making a considerable 
circuit to avoid being seen by the Crows en- 
camped, as was before mentioned, on a hill on 
the opposite side of the valley. 

Regmald had no means of ascertaining the 
force that might be left to guard the camp and 
the tent, and it appeared rash in the extreme to 
attempt by daylight the storming, with only ten 
men, a position so fortified by nature, and de- 
fended by warriors familiar with its local ad- 
vantages. But his impetuous ardour had com- 
municated itself to all his party, and it was 
unanimously agreed that the attack should be 
made. 

In the sketch before given of the Osage camp, 
it was stated that the hill was steep, and of a 
conical shape, sloping less abruptly towards the 
▼alley, while the front that it presented to the 
prairie eastward was precipitous and inaccessi- 
ble. The attacking party had made their ap- 
proach from this quarter, rightly conjecturing 
that it would be left unguarded. They suc- 
ceeded in gaining the base of the cliff unper- 
ceived ; but in spite of the caution with which 
they advanced towards the more sloping face 
of the hill, they were descried by the enemy*s 
outposts, who discharged at them a flight of ar- 
rows, uttering at the same time the shrill war- 
cry, that had startled the party within the tent. 

There being now light sufScient to enable the 
combatants to distinguish each other, the rifles 
of the white men told with fatal efl!'ect, and sev- 
eral of the Crows fell at their first fire ; the re- 
mainder retreated, fighting, towards the breast- 
tvork above, whither Reginald's party pursued 
them with an impetuosity not to be resisted. 
When, however, the Crows gained the protec- 
tion of the breastwork, they recovered from 
their temporary panic ; and animated by the 
example of Toweno, and the few Osages with 
him, let fly their arrows with precision and ef- 
fect. 

The leader of the Osages, and one of his 
band, were provided with rifles, and although 
the attacking party availed themselves of the 
occasional shelter of trees and bushes in their 



f ascent, two of them received severe bullet- 
wounds from the marksmen securely posted 
above. They were not unnoticed by the ouick 
eye of Baptiste, who, having reloaded his long 
rifle, deliberately waited until the Osage beside- 
Toweno showed the upper part of his head 
above the breastwork as he aimed at Reginald, 
now within pistol-shot of him. The finger of 
the savage was on the trigger, when a ball from 
the rifle of the Guide struck him in the centre 
of the forehead, and with a convulsive bound 
he fell dead on the spot, overthrowing in his fall 
Toweno, whose rifle was thereby for the mo- 
ment rendered unserviceable. 

*' Forward! Master Reginald," shouted the 
Guide ; " Wingenund is already at the breast- 
work !" 

Light as an antelope, and active as a moun- 
tain cat, the Delaware youth had distanced all 
his companions in the ascent ; and regardless 
of the fearful odds of numbers opposed to him, . 
was already clambering over the stockade, when 
an arrow pierced his arm, and a war-club, hurl- 
ed with equal force and precision, struck him 
on the head, and he fell backwards at the feet 
of Reginald. The latter, rendered desperate by 
the fall of his Indian brother, caught from Bap- 
tiste the huge axe that hung at his belt, and 
springing forward to the stockade, soon hewed 
himself a passage through its wooden barrier — 
wounded slightly by an arrow in his thigh, 
grazed by another on the cheek, his hunting- 
cap pierced and carried from his head, it seem- 
ed as though his life were charmed against the 
missiles of the enemy — and despite every ob* 
stacle, he stood at length within the breastwork, > 
followed by Baptiste and his brave companions. '- 
The Guide, whose cool and wary eye noted ev- ^ 
ery movement, had reserved the fire of the pis- 
tols in his belt, and twice, while his young mas- 
ter was hewing with reckless daring at the 
tough barrier, had an unerring ball from ihem 
rendered powerless an arm raised for his de- 
struction. 

Although still superior in numbers in the pro- 
portion of two to one, the allied band of Osages 
and Grows were so discouraged by the storm- 
ing of their barrier, that they oflTered but a fee- 
ble resistance, each endeavouring to provide for 
his own safety. Toweno alone, aided by one 
of the bravest warriors of his band, determined 
in this fatal crisis to execute the bloody orders 
of Mahega ; and by a preconcerted signal, at 
soon as Reginald made good his footing witb- 
iif the breastwork, they rushed into the tent dt 
Prairie-bird. 

From the beginning of the affray, the terri« 
fled Upsaroka bride had never moved from the 
side of our heroine, on whose countenance she 
fixed her anxious eyes, as if expecting from her 
some display of supernatural power for their 
common protection. Lita clung also to the arm 
of ber mistress; and the Christian maiden, 
trusting to that Word on which her hand and 
her heart alike reposed, awaited with patient 
resignation the issue of a peril, of which she 
knew neither the nature nor the extent. That 
the camp was attacked she was well aware, by 
the shouts and cries of the combatants ; bat 
who the attacking party might be, and whether 
likely to fail or to raeceisd, she had no means of 
judging. 
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Besha had in t^ ooanoencem^nt of (he af- 
fray sbot several arrows from the breastwork 
at the invaders ; but seeing them press forward 
with sach determined resolution, he bethoogbt 
himself of the bride, for whose safety be was 
responsible, and retired within the tent, resolv- 
ed, if possible, to withdraw her from the scene 
of confusion while there might yet be time for 
escape ; but Bending-willow obstinately refused 
to quit the side of Prairie-bird, and he was still 
urging his entreaties to that efiect, when the 
two Osages burst into the tent. 

" Let the Medicine- woman of the Bad Spirit 
lie," shouted Toweno, as he raised his toma- 
hawk to strike ; but Besha caught the descend- 
ing blow, and endeavoured to avert the murder- 
ous weapon from his hold. Meanwhile the 
other Osage advanced to execute the fell pur- 
pose of his leader, when the devoted Lita, 
throwing herself in his way, clung to his up- 
raised arm with the strength of despair. Slight, 
however, was the resistance which she could 
offer ; and the savage, throwing her with vio- 
lence to the ground, again raised his knife above 
the head of his unresisting victim. Lita shriek- 
ed aloud, and the Date of Prairie-bird seemed 
inevitable, when a warlike figure burst into the 
tent, and Reginald Brandon, still wielding the 
axe of Baptiste, stood in the midst of the group. 
His fiery glance fell upon the savage about to 
atrike his beloved, and swift as thought that 
terrible weapon descending, clove ^the Indian*s 
akuU. 

By this time Toweno had freed himself from 
Besha, whom be bad rendered almost helpless 
by two severe wounds with his scalp-knife, and 
he now fiew at Reginald with the fury of a tiger 
at bay ; but the presence of Prairie-bird nerved 
her over*s arm with threefold strength, and 
parrying the blow which his opponent aimed at 
his throat, he passed his cutlass through the 
body of the Osage, and threw him, bleeding and 
mortally wounded, several yards from the tent. 
At this moment a shout of triumph without, 
rais^ by Baptiste and bis companions, assured 
B.eginald that the victory was complete, and 
that those of the enemy who survived had fled 
and left him in possession of the camp. Then 
he cast himself on his knees by the side of his 
betrothed, and as she leaned her head upon his 
•houlder, a flood of tears relieved the suppress- 
od emotions caused by the fearful trial that she 
h^ undergone. Few and broken were the 
words that passed between them, yet in those 
&w words what volumes of the heart's grateful 
and affectionate language were expressed ! 

The entrance of Baptiste recalled to the re- 
ooUection of Reginald the duties that still re- 
mained for him to perform, while the wounds re- 
oeived by Besha in her defence, pl^ded with 
^e maiden for such remedies as she had with- 
in her power. After briefly explaining to her 
lover the circumstances which had brought the 
horse-dealer and his still trembling companion 
to her tent, she sought her stock of healing oint- 
ments and salves ; while Reginald, aUhough 
slightly wounded, went out to arrange with 
Baptiste and Pierre for the defence of their 
newly-acquired possession, and to ascertain the 
loss which his party had sustained. This last 
was less than he had feared it might prove ; and 
it was with heajtfelt pleasure that he shook by 



the hand young Wingenuod, who had reaoTor- 
ed from the stunning effects of the blow whiph 
he had received in his gallant attack upon the 
breastwork. 

*( Let my young brother go into the tent," said 
Reginald ; rest will do him good, and the ^ea 
of Olitipa will be glad to aee him." 

As the youth turned away, Baptiste adde^. 
" Let not the man nor the Crow woman escape: 
we may want them yet.'* 

Wingenund replied by a sign of intelligenoe, 
and entered the compartment of the teat, 
where he found his sister exercising her office 
of charity. 

W^ will now leave Reginald Brandon and b ' 
party busily employed in repairing the bre^ 
made in the breastwork, in examining anc 
strengthening all the defences of the post (which 
they found much stronger than they had ex- 
pected), and in making sdl the requisite prepara- 
tions for the attack which they anticipated oa 
the return of Mah^ and his Crow allies. The 
booty, ammunition, and supplies found in the 
camp, exceeded their expectations, as in search- 
ing the Osage lodges they discovered all the 
goods stolen by the latter from the Delawares. 
The eyes of Baptiste and Pierre brightened at 
the sight of this recovered treasure ; those ex- 
perienced hunters well knowing that the Osage 
chief, when deprived of the means of offering 
presents or bribes, would not long retain the 
friendship of his treacherous allies. 

We will novv go back for a few hours, and 
see with what succesa he met in the expedition 
which he underto.^k against the camp of War« 
Eagle. So confident did he feel in its issue 
that he bad prevailed upon two-thirds of the 
fighting men of the Crows to join his party, 
promising them abundance of acalpa and plun- 
der, as well as revenge for the losses which 
they had sustained at tLe hands of Reginald's 
band. Having already carefully noted aU Uie 
land-marks on the paUi by which he meant to 
make his approach, he followed it with instinc- 
tive sagacity, and a few hours' rapid nights 
march along the base of the hills brought him 
to the opening of the narrow valley, at the 19- 
per extremity of which the enemy's camp was 
posted. Here they slackened their speed, and 
advanced in silence with noiseless step, Mah^^ 
stealing onward in front, darting his quick (^anoa 
from sMe to side, as if he would penetrate the 
gloom, rendered yet deeper by the trees and 
rocks, beneath which they wound their cs^itioua 
way. It was not lopg before he was enaUjBd 
to distinguish the site of the Delaware caipp, 
by the ruddy glare cast by the watch-fires o& 
the surrounding foliage. The Osage stopped 
and pointed out the welcome beacon to hia fol- 
lowers — ^not a word was spoken— every warrior 
there knew the preconcerted plan of ^ttackf 
and was aware that a careless step upon a dry 
stick might discover and defeat it. Mah6ga 
carried a rifle, and the discharge of it was to be 
immediately followed by a flight of arrows from 
his party, afler which they were to rush on the 
surprised foe, with battle-axe and tomahawk. 
Onward moved the dusky band ; and it seemed 
as if fate had given the enemy into their power! 
Not a deer nor mountain-cat was startled from 
its lair to give warning of their approach ; 2^4 
at length Mahega succeeded in creeping to tha 



THE prairie:. 0IBD. 



149 



te^F MunDiit of a billook, wheaoe, at a distance 
«f leas than fifty yarda, he commanded a view 
of the camp below. 

** For once, have the cannfaig and watchfal- 
iiess of War-£ag]e failed him,'* said the triam- 
phant Osage to himself, as he loosened the 
thong of bis war-dub, and thrust forward the 
barrel of his rifle. 

One by one of his followers crept forward, 
until they lay in line beside him, behind the 
crest of the hillock, over which their eager eyes 
loolced down with savage anticipation upon the 
Delaware camp. The moon had entirely with- 
drawn her light, and all the scene was wrapt in 
impenetrable gloom, save where the camp-fires 
east a red glare on the bark and branches of the 
sarrounding trees, and on the figures which lay 
around, enveloped in blanket or in bison-robe ; 
no sound disturbed the deep silence of the night, 
except the nibbling bite of the horses as they 
cropped the cool grass of the valley below the 
camp. For a minute Mah^a contemplated, 
with fierce delight, the helpless condition of his 
hated foes, then taking deliberate aim at a blan- 
keted form supported against the tree nearest 
to tho fires, he pulled the fhtal trigger, and 
without waiting to see the efl^ect of his shot, he 
ahottted his battle-cry, and sprang forward with 
ois war-dub towards the camp. Scarcely had 
the bullet left his rifle ere the Crows discharged 
their arrows, each aiming at the figure that he 
could the most easily distinguish; then they 
mshed forward to complete the work of destruc- 
tion with knife and tomahawk. 

Leaping into the camp, fifty of the savages 
were already in the full glare of its fires, when 
a shrill whistle was heard, and the simultaneous 
report of a dozen rifles echoed through moun- 
tain, forest, and valley. So near were the 
marksmen, and so true theur aim, that not a 
bullet failed to carry a death or iatal wound ; 
and the surviving Crows now first ascertained 
that the figures which they had been piercing 
ware stuflTed with grass, and wrapped in blan- 
kets or robes, so as to resemble sle^ng war- 
riors! Great was their terror and dismay; 
4iiey knew neither the humber nor position of 
their concealed foe, and the master-spirit who 
had led them, and to whose guidance they 
trusted for their extrication, was nowhere to be 
seen. Such had been the impetuous haste of 
the Osage to satisfy his desire for vengeance, 
that in his rapid descent upon the eneony's camp 
he had caught his foot in a tough and tangled 
groiwd-brier, and had fallen headlong forwards. 
It happened that the very spot where he fell 
was the post of one of the concealed Delawares, 
who grappled with him before he could rise to 
continue his course. 

Though taken thus by surprise and at disad- 
vantage, the fierce Osage lost not for a moment 
his courage or self-possession ; seizing the up- 
raised arm of his antagonist, he wrenched the 
knife from his grasp, and, swift as thought, 
drove it into the heart of his foe ; then tearing 
•fir tho scalp, and suspending it to his belt, he 
looked upon the scene of confiision and daugh- 
ter below. A glance tfafUced to show him that 
he had fiiUen into the trap that he had prepared 
for others, and that a continued contest with 
an enemy armed with rifles, and securely bid- 
moal be attended with gieat and imavail* 



Ing loss. His own person had not yet oome 
within the light of the fires, neither had the 
groans of the d> ng Delaware been heard amid 
the yells of the Crow attack, and the succeed- 
ing report of the guns ; thus was the Osage 
enabled to retire unobserved a score of paces 
into the wood, bearing with him the yet undis- 
charged rifle of the Delaware whom he had 
slain ; then he applied his war-whistle* to his 
lips, and blew a loud and shrill recal. 

Glad were his faithful followers and the ter- 
rified Crows to hear and obey the signal; yet 
did they not leave the scene without further 
loss, for ere they got beyond the circle aroAhd 
which the camp-fires shed theur uncertain light, 
another volley was fired after them by the ene- 
my, and although none were killed by this se- 
cond discharge, many were so grievously wound- 
ed that they were with difllculty borne off by 
their companions. It was some relief to them 
in their hasty retreat to find that they were not 
pursued. Mah^ga placed himself in the rear ; 
he even lingered many yards behind the rest, 
crouching now and then behind tree or bush ia 
hopes of being able to'dake his burning thirst 
for revenge ; but in vain, War-Eagle was too 
sagacious to pursue by night, in an unknown 
and broken country, an enemy who, although 
dismayed and panic-struck, still out-numbered 
his band in the proportion of three to one. 

" Bloody-hand, the great warrior of the Osagee, 
will not eome again soon to visit the Lenape 
camp," said War-Eagle, in answer to Ethel- 
ston's congratulations, as they stood surrounded 
by their victortous handful of men on the spot 
whence they bad just driven the enemy with 
so nraeb slaughter. ** Let Atto count the dead,'' > 
continued the chief, " and bring in the wounded^ |j 
if any are found." ^ 

" War-Eagle," said the Missionary, vrho fMa 
his coocedment had been an unwilling apeeta- 
tor of the late brief, but sangninaiy skirmish, 
'* forbear to exercise here the cruel usages of 
Indian war ; Ist the wounded be cared for, and 
the dead be put to rest in peace bdoir the 
earth." 

*<The c^ars of War-Eagle are open to the 
Black Father's words," replied the chief stem^ ; 
** if any wounded are found, they shall saffer 
no further hurt : but the scdps of the deal 
sbdl hang on the medicine-pole of the Lenape 
village, that the spirits of Tamenund and his 
fathers may know that their children have 
taken Tengeaaoe on the ibrk-tongued Wash- 
ashe." 

Further ooaversation was interrupted by a 
cry uttered by Attd, who had found the body 
of the unhappy Delaware slain by Mah^. 
The ^nrhote party hastened to the spot, and 
War-Bagle, without speaking a word, pointed 
to the reeking skull whence the fierce Osage 
had torn the scalp. 

Paul Miiller, feeling that dl reply would be 
ill-timed and unavaiHng, turned away, and wdk- 
ed towards the feeding-place of the horses, t 



i'i 



* Some of the lodlaa w s iilu n when lesdles a war* 
party cany a shrill whittle, wherewith they direct th# 
movemeiite df their fdnowers. These whistles varv as 
to theh rorm and ornament aceanUng to the tribe to wkieh 
the leaibr beleoga. Those which the Author has sees la 
most firequeot use were siade fkon the bone of the wIM 
turkey's leg, and ware IhndAilly adorned with stataiad 
|NMci4iiae^niUs. 
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while the Delawares 8calpe'\ and threw into 
an adjacent hollow, the bod ea of the Crows 
and Osages who had fallen. Of the latter they 
eoanted two, and of the former ten, beaides a 
much greater number whom they knew to have 
- been twrne ofi* mortally wounded. 

As the Missionary strolled onward, accompa- 
nied by Ethelston, a low moan caught his ear, 
and stooping down, he discerned an Indian 
coiled up in a position indicative of intense ago- 
ny under the branches of a juniper. They car- 
ried him back to the camp-fire, and on examin- 
ing him by its light, he proved to be a young 
Grow warrior, shot through the body, who had 
dragged himself with difficulty for some distance, 
and had then fallen exhausted to the ground. 
Doubtless he expected to be immediately scalp- 
ed and dispatched, nor could he for some time 
be induced to believe that those into whose 
hands he had fallen were indeed endeavouring 
to alleviate his sufferings. 

War-Eagle, faithful to his promise, rendered 
every assistance in his power to the worthy 
Missionary while thus employed, but it might 
easily be seen by the scornful curl of his lip that 
he looked upon this care of an enemy wounded 
in battle as an absurd and effeminate practice. 

Day broke, and the dispirited band of Grow 
and Osage warriors returned from their fruitless 
expedition, only to find a worse disaster at 
home. Great, indeed, was their dismay, when 
they were met by a scout from their village, 
who informed them that a party of white men 
had stormed the Osage camp by night, and still 
. retained possession of it, having destroyed the 
' greater proportion of those left to defend it. In 
Uiia description of the attack, the height, the 
' strength, the daring and impetooua courage of 
the young warrior who had led it, were paint- 
«d in coloars exaggerated by terror ; yet the 
Oaage chief had no difllculty in recognizing the 
hated rival who had struck and disgraced him, 
and who was now master of the fate of her for 
whose sake he had toiled, and pbtted, and suf- 
fered BO much. 

Stung to the quick by these suggestions of 
' wounded jealousy and pride, he groiwi his teeth 
with fury that would not be repressed, and he 
swore that before two snna bad risen and set, 
either he or his rival, or both, should see the 
light of day no more. His position was now 
precarious in the extreme, all his goods and 
ammunition having fallen into the enemy's hands 
excepting that which he and his few remaining 
followers had about their persons. He knew 
that if he no longer possessed the means of ma- 
lting presents, the Grows would abandon, if not 
bcAray him at once, and he resolved to strike 
aome sudden and decisive blow before that 
thought should obtain possession of their minds. 

This resolve imparted again to his manner its 
usual fierce and haughty grandeur, and, although 
the Grows loved [him not, they could not help 
looking with a certain awe upon the man who, 
f^ amid the confusion and panic of the late disas- 
^l Irons attack upon the Delaware camp, had borne 
!* away from the victorious enemy the bloody tro- 
phy which now hung at his belt, and who, al- 
though he. had lost by a single blow his lodges, 
his supplies,, and the Great Medicine oi the tent, 
■jireserved unsitbdaed the commanding pride of 
BIS demeanour. 



The success of the stratagem whieh he now 
meditated will appear in doe season ; meanwhile 
we must return to the camp of War-Eagle, who 
began his march at dawn of day with the view 
of rejoining Reginald and his band with the 
least possible delay. 

Although he did not anticipate any attempt 
at reprisals on the part of the Grows to whom 
he had just given so severe a lesson, yet he was 
aware of Mahega's having escaped, and well 
knew that he would leave untried no schemes 
for obtaining revenge. 

On this account the Delaware chief went fc 
ward to the front, taking with him several ofor 
warriors, whom he sent out from time to tima 
to examine the ground, and leaving Attd with 
with Ethelston and Paul Muller to bring up the 
rear. The latter could not be prevailed upon 
to abandon the wounded Grow, whom he bad 
placed upon his own horse, which he led by the 
bridle, while Ethelston sui^orted the sufferer 
in the saddle. 

Ever since the occasion when Reginald Bran- 
don had presented to Attd the bear-claw collar 
as a testimony to his bravery, the Delaware had 
attached himself more and more to the white 
men ; and although, with the instinctive saga- 
city of his race, he foresaw that the best exer- 
tions of the two now in his company would fail 
to efilbct a cure of the wounded man, he>willing- 
ly and good-humouredly assisted their charita- 
ble endeavours. 

In this order they had marched for some hoars, 
and the leaders of the band having attained the 
summit of a ridge, already saw at no great dis- 
tance the two remarkable hills before mention- 
ed as the 'favourite encampment of the Grows 
Encouraged by the sight, they descended the 
opposite slope, with increased speed, War-Eagle 
being most anxious to learn the success of Reg- 
inald's detachment. The whole band had pas- 
sed over the summit of the ridge excepting the 
small party who escorted the wounded Grow, 
when the latter grew so faint from the effects of 
internal bleeding that they were no longer able 
to keep him in the saddle, and deposited him 
gently on the grass. The poor fellow pointed 
to his parched lips, and made an imploring sign 
for water. Paul Muller casting his eyes around, 
saw at a small distance a broken ravine or fis- 
sure, in which he hoped that some rain-water 
might be found, and he desired Attd to hasten 
thither with all speed. 

The Delaware obeyed, and had approached 
within a few paces of its edge, when an arrow 
from an unseen enemy pierced him throagh the 
breast, and Mab^ga, leaping from bis conceal- 
ment, killed the brave fellow with his club, and 
attached another Lenape scalp to his belt. He 
was followed by eight or ten well-armed Grow 
warriors, who, passing him while he stooped 
over his fallen enemjfhastened forward and sur- 
rounded Paul Muller, Ethelston, and the wound- 
ed man. Great was their astonishment at re 
cognizing in the latter a highly-esteemed 
brave of their own tribe, and greater still at ob- 
serving that the two white men weie so busily 
engaged in tending and supporting him in his 
suffeaings, as not to have noticed their approach 

When Ethelston became aware of their pre 
sence, his first impulse was to lay his hand op 
on a pistol in bis belt, but with a steady mtt 
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of true ooange, he saw at a glaace 
tliat lie fthmild, by unavailing resistance, only 
cause tbe oertaia death of himself and his peac^* 
•blo^ companion, so he continued his attentions 
to the wounded man, and poured into his mouth 
Ihe last few drops of a cordial which he had re- 
•erved in a leathern flask. 
. Fresh from the slaughter of the unfortunate 
Atto Mah^ga now came forward, and would 
liave saerificed the unresisting Missionary to his 
blin^ fury, had not one of the Crow warriors 
caught bis arm, and pointed in an attitude of 
lemonstrance to his wounded comrade. 

The Osage perceived at once that the time 
^BB not propitious for his indiscriminate revenge, 
and contented himself with explaining by signs 
to his allies that ere long the party now out of 
sigbt behind the hill, would reappear over its 
crest in search of their missing companions. 

This hint was not lost upon the Crows, who 
forthwith deprived Ethelston of his arms, and, 
tying him with a leather thong to the Mission- 
ary, hurried them along in an oblique direction 
towards an adjoining thicket, while some of 
them reUeved each other in the care of the dy- 
ing man. 

War-£agle was already far advanced in his de- 
scent of the hill on the opposite side, when his 
progroBs was arrested by sboats and cries from 
the rear. On looking round he perceived that 
these proceeded from Monsieur Perrot, who 
was waving his arms, and with other gesticu- 
lations, indicative of the greatest excitement, 
oaUing upon the chief to return. 

<* Varicle, Varicle, come quick back !'* 

Although the latter had little regard for the 
character of the French valet, he saw that 
something alarming had occurred ; and hasten- 
ing to the spot, scarcely waited to bear his ex- 
j^anation that <' Monsieur £telston,de Black 
Fader, and de voonded Corbeau, were not to be 
seen," but pushed on at once to the top of the 
bill, over which ho had so lately passed. ' 
. Casting his anxious eyes around, he looked 
in vain for the missing members of bis party ; 
but he saw at a considerable distance on the 
bapk trail the Missionary's pony quietly crop- 
ping tbe prairie-grass. Having called one of 
bis men to his side and given him a few brief 
instructJbnns, he returned speedily towards the 
scene of the late catastrophe, and on approach- 
ing it, found the scalped and plundered body of 
Atto, from which the Crows had carried off* the 
arms, the belt, and the bear-claw collar given 
to him by Reginald. Although deeply grieved 
at the loss of the bravest of his followers, War- 
Eagle was too much inured to scenes of strife 
and bk)od8bed to give way to any emotion save 
the ardent desire for revenge ; and he struck 
Ckfi* alone upon tbe enemy's trail, some of hia 
|)arty following him at a distance. 
. As he approached tbe thicket, his attention 
was caught by a column of smoke ascending 
from a point near the centre of it ; and he judg- 
ed that the band must be very strong, either in 
their ptisitio'n or in numbers, if they could have 
the audacity thus to light a camp fire in defiance, 
as it were, of his pursuit. Influenced by this 
• oonsideration, he waited until his whole party 
bad come up, when be again moved forwaid 
towards tbe wood, cautiously watching eveiy 



bnah and ahrab; in moBfentafy expeelation of 

seeing the enemy start fiom the covert. 

These precantlons seemed, however, alto- 
gether unnecessary ; for he reached unmolested 
the spot whence he had seen the smoke ascend, 
and on his arrival found that the fire was con- 
suming the last mortal remains of some human 
being, whose bones were mingled with its dying 
embers. This he knew at once to have been 
the wounded Crow who had expired in the 
arms of his companions, and to whom they had 
paid in their retreat this hasty funeral rite, to 
prevent his body from being liable to any indig- 
nities in tbe event of a pursuit. Tbe quiver 
and tomahawk of the deceased warrior were 
suspended by a branch over his funeral pyre, 
and War- Eagle turned from tbe spot in moody, 
silent meditation. He felt assured that the 
retreating party were now too far advanced for 
him to overtake them, unless he gave up the 
idea of joining Reginald ; and he thought it by 
no means improbable that this attack had been 
devised for the purpose of preventing that junc- 
tion so important to the safety of both parties ; 
wherefore he resolved to effect it without delay, 
and afterwards to employ all possible means for 
the recovery of the prisoners. 

With this view he returned upon the steps ^ 
and having seen the last honours paid to the 
remains of the &ithful Atto, again proceeded in 
tbe direction of the Crow camp. 

As his little band drew near upon the prairio 
it was distinctly visible from both the fortified, 
bills, and some filly or sixty horsemen galloped 
cat from the hi^er of the two, with the appa- 
rent intention of attacking him ; but the steady 
front presented by tbe white men and Delawares 
deterred them from approaching too near the 
glittering tubes levelled to receive them, and 
they galloped and wheeled in rapid circles over 
the prairie, taking care, however, to keep be- 
yond rifle range. At this juncture the cheering 
notes of a bugle rose on the air ; and Reginald, 
who had descried his friends, now came dowa 
with two men from his little garrison to meet 
them. Tbe Crows, seeing that further opposi- 
tion on the open ground was unavailing, retired, 
with threats and yeUs to their camp ; and a few 
minutes afterwards the parties under ^War- 
Eagle and Reginald were reunited within the 
little fortress so hardly won by the latter, who 
now learnt, with unspfeakable regret, the cap- 
ture of Ethelston and Paul Miiller, and the death 
of the brave warrior who had shared with him 
the perils of the first skirmish with the Crows. 



CHAPTER XXXVm. 

The MgotUtlOD Mt on foot bf Begfaiald for the nAt^ 

his Mends.— BMbft beoomes an Important peraoni^e. 
muis rmm 

SoARcsLT had War-Eagle entered withra the 
breastwork by the side of his friend, ere his 
eager and indefatigable spirit prompted him ^ 
inspect the defences of their new camp, and to 
guard every approach open to the attacks of 
their dangerous neighbours. On this service 
Baptists willingly agreed to accompany the 
chief; and while they were thus employed, 
Reginald undertook the painful task of comnm* 
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niealiaf «o nifft#4M Ite idteBfgtrtM that h» 
beloved tawtmctor wis, wjlh hii IKend Ethel* 
ston, a ei^lve in. Ibe haiidi of the Orowt. 

Triato and soflfbringa of her ewa the maideii 
eoold bear with Ibrtitode ; but her feetinga to- 
wards the misskmary were thoae of the fondest 
daagfater towards a parent; and when she 
thought of the riidc that he inonrred of ill-usage 
T death at the hands of his oaptors, she bnrst 
nto tears, and exclaimed, **0h, Reginald! 
eannot he be rescned ere it be too late 1** 

At the Boand of that Toiee, and the sight of 
those tears, Reginald's heart wooM have prompt- 
ed hhn to rash headlong into the camp of the 
Upsarokas ; but he felt that he would thereby 
only saorifiee his own life without efiecting the 
object in view; and, moreover, he was by no 
means certain whether Mah^a and his party had 
oonveyed their prisoners to the central oamp. 

The doabt and anxiety of his mind were 
plainly visible on his countenance, when a low 
Voice whispered in his ear, "May Wingenand 
speak toNetisi" 

" Surely, dear biother," said Reginald, laying 
hk hand kindly on the youth's shoulder, ** when 
I remember that it was Wingenund who guided 
me over the prairie to his sister's tent, I were 
worse than ungrateful to reject his counsel 
nowr 

" That young woman," he replied, pointing 
to the captive bride seated in the corner of the 
tent, "is dear to theUpsaroka chief; she is his 
youngest wife, and his heart is warm towards 
her. Let the one-eyed stranger iVom the un- 
known tribes, who speaks many tongues, go 
back to the Crow camp, and tell the chief that 
if his priseners are hurt, his bride shall be burnt 
alive ; if they are set free, she shall return un- 
hurt to bift lodge.*' 

'* It is a brave device, dear Wfaigennnd, and 
s&edl be executed without loss of time ; but can 
#e trust the stranger!" 

* Methinks you may," said Prairie-bird, "for 
he received his wound in defbnding me from 
those cruel men.'^ 

•»True," repli^ Regiftkld; "let my brother 

£iak to him in the Delawate tongue, and ex- 
in the meto^ge he is to bear." 

"It is well," answered the yoi^th; adding, 
#i^ an arch lodt, " and let Netis not setid him 
iWay with empty bdtids. There is cunning in 
the stranger'i eye, he knows that Mah^ is 
]kxiti and he will rather make friends with 
tftbue Who have something fo give.** 

'^^fife it to," said Reginald hnigfaing; and he 
forthwith desired one of his men to select from 
a package containiiif iGftives, powder, tobacco, 
and cloth, a quantity equal to the usual Indian 
price for a horse. WiBgequ|id» having waited 
ID silence the return of the messenger, addressed 
tha prisoner as foUowa .>-* 

" Has the stranger a naiiM* in his tribe !" 

" He is called Besha in the southern prairies." 

'*Be6ha dwells among the Grows. They 
Mve shed the blood of white men and Beta* 
#Bree in battle ; his scalp bdongs to those who 
haVe taken him." 

The horse-dealer bowed in aileiice, and the 
ytnsih continued. 

" But the heart of the white chief is fritert ; 
hb Will not take Besha's lifb, oeHher #HI he bind 
htoUmUi. BeshU is free to go where he likes.*' 



Tbo horae*dealer slaftd aa iflM di#«ilipM- 
beUeve Ma ears; bttt WjitgeAUidf wUhoMii^ 
peariaff to BOtioe hie aiirpriaa« p r a e ee d ei. 

"That la not an. Beabareeeifeda WMinila 
defending Otttipa trmm the Waabaaho. Tlw 
white chief 'a hand ia opea ; H ia qoiek ao v»* 
ward good deeds, and to panli^ bad oimm f tk^ 
pre sents hi that package, of knives and etoth^ 
tobacco and powder, are Ibr Beaha ; he may ra- 
tam to theUpsaroka eampt and bla friends shal 
not say that he oemea with easpty hands." 

The deep-aet eye of the horM-dealer gleamoA 
with pleasorot as he fixed it on the w c d ci n^ 
bale, and hoard these words. His ffrat novo- 
ment was to rise from the gronad, and place tfaft 
r^t hands of Reginald and of Wingenund ot. 
his heart in tokea of gratitude; then torningto^ 
wards the latter, he inqnired, " la there a daik 
doad over the Upsaroka bride 1 Will the white 
eWef kin her, or make her a slave'" 

" Let Besha open his ears," replied the yoathi 
earnestly, " and let not the wiad blow away good 
oonnael. The Waahashe and theUpsaroka have 
taken captive two white men from this band; 
these have killed no red man ; they have doiMi 
no harm. If any hurt be done to them, or theii 
lives be tidten, the Upsaroka brido shall be bum 
before the next aetting sun ; bnt if they are soh'' 
back free and unhurt, ahe ahall return to he. 
husband the aame hour, and a present fotit 
times aa great aa thia ahail be given to Besha.'' 
Having thus spoken, the youth plaoed iha 
package in the horsa-dealer's handSi mid made 
him a sign to go. Before obeying this hint, lb* 
latter whispered a few words to Ending-willow^ 
in which he comforted her with the asaaraftoa 
that he would bibour incessantly for her release ; 
after which he departed towards the Crow eaaqi^ 
with a gait somewhat tottering and oneertalD^ . 
from the joint effect of the weight of his Imr* 
den aad the wound that he had ao lately re-' 
ceived. 

We will now leave Regmald engaged m the 
sad, yet dear emptoyment c€ comforting bia be- 
trothed, and atriving, by a thonsahd suggestions^ 
to relieve her anxiety respectmg the fate of het 
beloved instructor, and her fover's friend. Nei^ 
ther will we follow War-Eagle and Baptiste ift 
securing the important poet which they had a9 
unexpectedly won ; but we will retara to the 
Crow camp, where Mah^ had newly arriveA 
with his prisoners, and where everything waH 
in a state of ahirm and confosion. 

Qreat had been the panic consequent on tho 
double defoat which they had sustained ; nor 
bad its effbcts been entirely removed by the 
successful Mow last struck by Mafa^, and the 
capture of the two white men. The Osage 
chief had loel all his warriors, vrith the excep* 
tion of four, his baggage and ammunition wero 
in the hands of the enemy, and he well kneir 
that his only remaining chance of retaining the ' 
support of his allies, was in vigorously parsuinf 
the success which he had so opportunely gained. 
The Crow chief, on the other hand,.dishearten« < 
ed by the loss and disgrace which had befallea ' 
his tribe, and vexed beyond measure at the de^ 
tention of his son's favourite wife, justly attriba-> 
ted liotb these misfortunes td an alliance which., 
had brought no increase either to his povrer or - 
m& wedth. 
Such was the state of parties when the coua- 
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it«f -fhe fJpmMkm nMt tonieeldeiiilon Ike ikta I 
cfttriif y i wmw i * . The Muto M*9 teniwi w I 
m their ewn langiiege, MuMfA was uitaMd le 
|Mh6r ttie tentfineiits ef the 'ieverill speaken, 
Mii4 he declined te aH m the eireie, but etood 
leaning againat the <>uter poal of the comioil 
lodges hia qniok eye bent uioo the «oaiitenanoe 
of each eucoeaaWe wpetikutt aa if he would read 
there the purport of hia barattjgae. One fierce 
and hot-headed warrior ^iropoaed that the pria- 
onera Mhoald be inatantiy put to death, and a 
sodden attack be made with their whole force 
oh the opposite hiU, which would be eaaily re- 
oereked, and an abondance of plunder acquired. 
An eider Indian n«it addreaaed the' meeting in 
a fenoabive tone, that anited well the aharp 
and bnnning expreaaion of hia countenance. He 
nvgued^ thiit tiie Crowe had deriTed no advan- 
ta^, tmt rather loea and miafortone, from their 
allianee with Mahdga, and that it was their in- 
tenat to make friends with the newly-arrived 
band» who wen more rich and powerful ; wher^ 
fom he adTiabd that the Hres of the prisoners 
Afcmld ibr the preaent be apared. 

Tlie debate was at ita height, and the assem- 
tty apparently divided in opinion, when Besha 
ennered the codnciModge, and sat down in the 
oofereinde near to the entrance. All eyes were 
turned to him, as the report of his capture had 
dlmady' spread through the village, and his 
wasted appearance, as well as the bandages 
over hie nedi and arm, showed that he had 
been wounded in the late affray. After a brief 
silence, the chief desired that he would relate 
what had ooenrred, a command which the 
hoi^e^eider obeyed without hesitation. 

nUNKigh not gifted with any orational powers, 
He was a shrewd (bUow, thoroughly versed in 
dO the wiles of Indian diplomacy; and well 
aw4fe, as a resident guest among the Crows, 
tlMt hia beat ebtfnceef a favourable hearing was 
nO'ftime his speech aceording to their interests, 
which happened In the present instance to tally 
Wltii Mb own. In telatlng the arents which had 
oeentred in the opposite camp, he exaggerated 
the atrength and wealth of the enemy, dwelling 
atiallfe upon the clemency shown to himself, 
and upon the deoim evinced for peace ; stating, 
in conclusion, that he was the bearer of a speci- 
fic message, or proposal^ to the great chief. At 
this announcement there was a general murmur 
of curiosity, and Mah^ bit his Up with vexa- 
tion at his inability lo understand what was 
gomg on. 

At a signal from the chief, Besha proceeded 
to inform the council that Bending-wiUow, the 
bride of their favourite and absent war-leader, 
was now a captive ; and he recounted faithfully 
the circumstaneea under which she had visited 
the white tent with him, and the terrible threats 
l^eld ottt respecting her in the event of any in- 
juiy being done to the white prisoners. The 
cflTett of this annodnoement was so great, that 
•it was visible even to Mahega ; nor was he sur- 
prised when Besha explained to him, by order 
of the ehiefi that the council had decided upon 
epanng the lives of the white men, at least un- 
til the tetnm of the war-leader and hia band of 
braves, now absent on a ibray ihto the oonntry 
af the Black-feet. 

AMeably to thib decision, Paul MuHer and 
SOMbten were -confined in a lodge adjoining 



tel of the Mit, nnder a Ott^ guard, to v^oh 
etridt «nlera were ^ Vento prnvetot their eaenpe, 
and als» to protect them against any attettipi «&. 
the pert df Mah^ or his followers. Beehn 
wan allowed ttt see them, dnd Ihey learnt thmt- 
him that ihehr friends had been com^t«ly sne- 
eesafbl, and hhd re^eaptvred the Great Mediofae 
of the tent, aa well as the ammunition and bag- 
gage. He further infoitned them, that he would 
do all in hia power to eflbct ^Utar release ; add- 
ing a significant hint that he should not be un- 
willipg to receive tangible proofs of their grati* 
tnde. 

The captites word, npon the whole, mneh 
ooralbited by this interview; and on his de- 
parture, Ethelston «aid» addressing his com- 
panion, ** Reverend fkther, we have caose to be 
grat^l fbr the inldligence communicated to us 
by ihia man, inasmuch as we expected no less 
thian to be put 10 aa immediate, and perhape a. 
cruel death. Yet, metbinks, for a messenger 
of good Udingb, he has the most uncomely and 
villainous countenance that ever I beheld.'* 

**I will not say that his face recommends 
htm,'* said Paul Mfiller, smiling; ''albeit, th^ 
expression thereof may have been altered for 
the worse by the loss of an eye. I have seen: 
him more than once belbie among the tribee 
bordering npon the Mexiean frontier, and if my 
memory aervbs me, he bore the reputation of 
being a crafty and designing knave in bis voca- 
tion ; but I never heard him charged with cruel^ 
ty, or thirst of blood.** 

"What, then, do yen think« are the motives 
for the fiiendly exertions which he professes to 
make in our behalf 1** 

** We will hope that they are partly owiiig to 
a grateful sense of the treatment he has experi- 
enced at the hands of our friend Reginald) and 
partly A«m the expectation of presents and 
rewards, which the Osage is no longer in a con- 
dition to offer. Meanwhile; we biust solaee our- 
selves in oar captivity with the reflection, that 
my beloved pupil is safe under the charge of 
friends, upon whose fidelity and devotion wtf 
can fully rely.'* 

tiCttving the captives to cdmfort eaoh ollher 
with these and other similar suggestions, w« 
will return to Reginald Brandon, who forgot not^ 
even in the dnjoyment of Prairie-bird's soofet^^ 
to occupy himself constantly in devishig |ilane 
for their liberation. In theee he was wannly 
seconded by War-Eagle and Baptisle ; but, aft^ 
carefully reconnoitring the Crow eampv the^r 
agreed that it waa too strong to be carried 1^ 
open attack by thdr smalt poirty, especially an 
they had lekrnt from Besha, that the hnsbaMl 
of Bending-willew, the son of the Great Chief,, 
had just returned with his band, consisting of 
fifty chosen warriors, from a soecessftd forajr 
into the Black-ibot country. 

The wily horse-dealer was allowed, it fain 
mixed capacity of interpreter and envoy, to pase- 
from camp to camp ; and aa both partiea were 
desirous of securing his co-operation, presente 
were liberally hea^ upon him, and his grey 
eye twinkled as he cast it upon the increasing - 
pile of goods at the back of hia lodge. "There 
will soon be enough to exchange fbr a hundred', 
beaver-skins," aaid he to himsSf, ** then Besha. 
will look for some fine horses, and go toward!^ 
the east." 
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While he was thos oonfretalfttinc himself on | presents ; bat bis eonseieDoe beiog of «■ «k* 



bis prospeots of futore wealth, a tali fi|;ure dark* 
ened the entranoe of his lodge, and the yoong 
war-chief stood before him. ** VThUe^BuU* 
would speak with Besha," said the former in a 
haughty tone, adjusting with dignity the cream- 
eidoured robe from which he took his designa- 
tion. 

" Let the young chief be seated," replied the 
horse-dealer, making at the same time a signal 
to one of his lads to offer food and a pipe to his 
guest. 

White-Buirs first impulse was to refuse this 
hospitality, but he checked it, and haTing tasted 
a morsel, and emitted two roluminous puffs of 
smoke from the pipe, he turned to the horse- 
dealer, and said in a stern, deep tone, " Bending- 
willow is a prisoner in the white tent ; Besha 
took her there, he must bring her back, for the 
heart of White-Bull is dark — there is no light 
or pleasure without her." 

'* The will of the bride was strong," he re- 
plied ; ** she would take no counsel from Besha ; 
if he did not go with her, she would go alone, 
to consult the Medicine of the tent ; Besha went 
with her that none might do her harm." 

" The ears of WhiteBuU are not to be tick- 
led by the songs of birds," said the young chief, 
fiercely. *' Besha took her to the white men*s 
^»mp, and he must bring her back before two 
suns have set, or his heart shall be out out from 
ills body." 

" White-Bull knows that there are two white 
inisoners here, let him give them to Besha, and 
he will bring back Beading-willow before the 
sun is in the west." 

" The white prisoners belong to the war-eoun- 
eil," said the young man sullenly. " White-Bull 
•ares not whether they live or die; but he 
wants his bride, whom the fool Besha led away 
4o a place where she was caught like a beaver 
in a trap ; if he does not bring her back within 
-two sun-sets, the blade of this knife shall be red. 
White-Bull has .spoken, and his words are not 
wind !" So saying, the yiolent youth passed 
with angry strides from the horse-dealer** lodge. 
. Besha now found himself in an awkward 
predicament, in endeaYouring to extricate hiro^ 
self from which, his first step was to consult 
the yoong chiefs father, hoping that the latter 
would give his consent at once to release the 
prisoners for the recovery of the favourite bride. 
But. the old man would not agree to the propo- 
-aal, giving as his reason, that the council had 
resolved either to take the lives of the prison. 
•«FB, or to make the enemy pay many horses and 
much goods for their ransom. ^ Besha has a 
tongue," continued the crafty old man. ** He 
can speak with the white men ; he can tell them 
that if the bride is given op .their friends shall 
be returned, they will believe him, and all will 
be well." 

** Besha, though not particularly scrupulous 
In his morality, was startled at first by this pro- 
posal of treacherous and deliberate falsehood 
towards one who had spared his life, and had 
given him his liberty, besides loading him with 



* It wu at one time cuneDUy ramourad among the 
tniipen of the Rnekjr MoanlaiiM, that a Crow warrior had 
Ibond and killed a white bison-bull, the ikln of which he 
; a robe. The itury, whether true or (Uee, \b 
hefB, aad aaelgBed to the huibaad of "Hendlnf- 
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tremely elastic teztnre, he soon rsooncfled hfan 
self to the idea by the reflection that it was his 
best, if not his only chance of saving his life from 
the fury of the incensed White-Boll. He made 
no reply to the old chief; but, as he went away, 
the two rogues exchanged a look which sati». 
fied them that they understood each other. 

The horse-dealer proceeded without delay to 
the lodge where Paul MuUer and Etheletoa 
were confined, into which he was admitted by 
their guards. Having explained to the Mission- 
ary that he was about to visit the white men's 
camp for the purpoee of liberating him and his 
companion by the recovery of the captive bride^ 
he desired to be furnished with a sign by which 
they would be induced to give her up without 
hesitation; for Besha, in his rambles on the 
Mexican frontier, had frequently met with the 
Spanish traders, and although hecouki not read 
letters himself, be knew how they were used for 
the interchange of common ioation at a distance. 

Before giving any reply, Paul Muller explain- 
ed the state of affairs to his companion; and 
asked his counsel 

*'Methinks we should trust the fellow," said 
Ethelston, "for he has hitherto befriended us : 
but let us not write anything that can endanger 
the safety of Prairie-bird." 

" I agree with you, my son," he replied, ** and 
will write accordingly." 

So saying, he took a small pocket-book from 
his breast, and wrote with a pencil upon a leaf 
of it the following words : 

" Ethelston and Paul Muller send thetr afibc* 
tionate greeting. The bearer says that ho eaa 
liberate them if the captive bride is restoied. 
Reginald Brandon will oonsult with those about 
him, and do what he thinks best. Let the safe^ ' 
of Prairie-bird, and of those who are now her 
protectors, be the first object. Glad and thaidE- 
ful should we be to embrace our dear friends 
again ; but we are weU and cheerful bare ; in 
joy and in sorrow, in life and in death, we, are 
in the hands of One who rules all for the best 
FareweU." 

Having reoeived the paper, Besha leat no 
time in setting off to the opposite camp 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

David Meir and hia Danf hter paym Tmt te Colonel Bnot 
don.— The Merchant mconiM ambitimu. — He aatertaini 
Projeete fur Jeade's future Welfare, which do not ooib- 
cide with that yonng Ladj'i Wiahes. 

Wrils the events related in the preceding 
chapters were passing in the Great Western 
Wilderness, the days of early summer glided 
smoothly on at Moosbanne, uninterrupted by 
any incident worthy of record. Aunt Marr 
continued her round of busy occupation with 
her usual indefatigable activity. Never could 
there occur in the neighbourhood a case of sick* 
ness or of sorrow to which she did not hasten 
to administer the needful consolation; and in 
the town of Marietta her benevolent exerJons 
were assisted by Jessie Mnir, whose attendance 
in her father's store enabled her to gather all the 
current news from the numerous customen who 
frequented it. 

"The Merchant" (for so David Muirwas 
desigaaied by all who did not wish to ai&ont 
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"ftiai) grew daily iA impoitance and dignity, 
fiis speculations in trade bad been, fortbe most 
part, sacc^ssfnly and two or tbree of bis sugges- 
-tions for tbe improvement of the town had been 
' adopted. A sharp attack of fever bad sobdned 
for a season the domineering spirit of Dame 
-Cliristiei and David found himself not only re- 
spected by the neighboars, but even enjoyed tbe 
«weet, though brief delusion, that he was master 
in his own bouse. 

Neither his pride nor bis inereasiDg wealth 
interrupted, however, his close attention to busi- 
ness ; and Colonel Brandon, finding that the af- 
fairs entrusted to him were managoi with great 
punctuality and skill, treated him with corre- 
sponding confidence. 

On a fine summer's morning, about a month 
^fter Ethelston's departure for tbe Far- West, 
the merchant's four-wheeled chaise stood before 
his door, drawn, not by a sorry pony, but by a 
atrong horse, the concntion and appearance of 
which betokened tbe thriving circumstances of 
the owner. Jessie Mnir, wearing a very be- 
coming bonnet, and a shawl newly arrived from 
England, had just cast a passing look into tbe 
-oval mirror in the back parlour, and was busily 
-employed in giving directions respecting the 
contents of a parcel about to be placed in the 
^eat of tbe chaise, while Henry Gregson was 
listening, with ill-dissemble^ impatience, to the 
repeated cautions given to him by David as to 
liis conduct during tbe brief absence which he 
m^itated. 

"Noo, Hairy** ffor thus was the name of 
Harry pronouncea in David's north-country 
dialect), ** ye maun be vera carefU' o' the store, 
and see that the lads attend weel to tbe folk wha 
come to buy, and that Jane stays aye amang the 
caps an' shawls and printed cottons, instead of 
keekin out o' the window at a wheen idle ne'er- 
4o-weels in the street ; and as for the last lot of 
Bohea, ye can truly say it's the finest that ever 
cam' to Marietta; I'm thinkin' the minister's 
wife will be fain to buy a pun' or twa. And, 
Hairy, mind that ye .... but tbedeil's in the 
lad ! What are ye glow'ring at, over my shoul- 
der, as if ye se'ed a wraith, an' no listening to 
whatl'msayin'7" 

Here the merchant turned round, and his eye 
happening to fall upon a parcel of fire-irons, so 
carelessly placed on an upper shelf that they 
threatened the destruction of a pile of crockery 
.below, he ordered the shop-boy to secure the 
ofifending tongs, and, turning to Harry, con- 
tinued in a more complacent tone, " It's nae 
wonder, lad, that ye could na tak* your een off 
they irons; they bad like to make an awfu' 
smash amang the cups and saucers; Fm glad 
to see that ye're so canny and carefu' o' the 
goods." 

Harry bit his lips, and made no reply, while 
tbe merchant, who had already seen Jessie take 
her seat in the chaise, was preparing to follow, 
when he' turned to the young man, and said, in 
a low voice, " Ye'll no forget that the mistress 
will need her gruel at midday t" 

" I will take care that it is not forgotten ; and 
I suppose, sir, tbe glass of French brandy is to 
be put into iti" 

•* Glass o* French brandy, ye daft chiel," said 
the merchant, forgetting for a moment the pru- 
dential whisper; then resuming it, he added, 
"Wha talks o' glasses o' French brandy 1 Ye 
ken, tho', that the mistress has no gotten her 
strengtb yet, and she said she would like just 



four spoonfu's o' bran^ in the gmel, to gie't a 
taste and keep the cauid out o' her wame. Ye 
ken the mistress's ain spoon in the tea-cop- 
boardl" 

"Yes^ sir, I know it well," replied Harry, 
with demure gravity, adding, half aloud, as bis 
principal drove from the door, "and a precious 
gravy-spoon it is ; before it is four times filled 
and emptied it will make the largest wine-glass 
in the store run over the brim, and the old lady's 
tongue go like a mill-wheel. Never midd, for 
Jessie's sake I'll brew the gruel as stiff as my 
father's grog, and bear Dame Christie's scokfs 
without complaint." 

" He's a canny, douce iad, yon Hairy," said 
tbe merchant to his daughter, as they jolted 
leisurely along the uneven but picturesque road 
that led from Marietta to Mooshanne, *'and 
does na' care to rin about the toon like other 
idle gillies, but seems aye content to min* the 
store. Did ye see, Jessie, how he caught, wi* 
ae blink o* his ee, the aims that were about to 
fa' amongst my best Wedgewood 1" 

Had the merchant not been occupied, as he 
put this question, in guiding the wheels between 
sundry deep ruts and holes in the road, be could 
not have failed to observe the heightened colour 
that it brought into Jessie's countenanc*; ; for 
the maiden was conscious that, at the moment 
referred to, Harry's gaze had been fixed, not 
upon the fire-irons or the Wedgewood, but upon 
her own comely self. 

It is one of tbe peculiar pro{)erties and tri- 
umphs of love that, not contend with securing its 
own position in the human heart,- it delights in 
unsettling and metamorphosing the tenants Of 
which it was previously occupied. Under its 
wayward sway boldness becomes timidity and 
fierceness is transformed into gentleness, while 
bashfulness is rendered bold, and simplicity has 
recourse to the devices of cunning ! 

Thus Jessie Muir, who was naturally of a 
frank, open disposition, but who bad a secret 
presentiment that her father would reject tho 
suit of her lover if it were now to be declared, 
acquiesced demurely in his observation respect 
ing the attentidn shown by Harry Gregson to 
tbe business of the store. 

"Weel, a-weel," continned the merchant; 
" he's a gude lad, and no ill-faured neither; I'm 
thinkin', Jessie, that he and Jean will, ma]^, 
fancy each other ; they're aye thegitber i' the 
store, an' the bit lassie might gae further and 
fare waur than by takin' up wi' Hairy." 

This speech was too much for Jessie's equa- 
nimity; the coolness with which her father 
spoke of his servant-^maid " takIn' up" with her 
lover stung her to the quick; and she replied, 
tartly, " Father, I wish you would mind your 
driving among these holes and stumps, instead 
of talking about Jean and her idle nonsense. 
Indeed, father, that last jolt nearly threw me out 
(rf" the chaise." 

" Weel, Jej^sie, ye need na mak' such a pother 
about a stamp mair or less atween Marietta and 
Mooshanne; and though FU no say that my 
drivin' is like that of Jebu, the son of Jehosba- 
phat, ye need na fear that I'll coup the braw 
new chaise for a' that." 

Jessie was well pleased to have turned her 
father's thoughts into another channel, and be- 
ing a Tittle ashamed of the momentary irrttatioA 
to which she had given way, she now exerted 
herself to please and amuse him, in which she 
succeeded so well that they reftoked Moosbaue 
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In chearfa} BMod| and vilh wheels nninjnied by 
hole or stnmp. 

ColoDel BrattdoQ, seeing the merchant drive 
9p to the door jost as he, with Lacy and Aunt 
Muy, were about is sit down lo mnner, went 
himself to the doorg and, with the frank hospital- 
i^ of his nature, invited him and his daughter 
to iCiare their family meaL This invitation was 
no smaL gratification to the pride of David Muir, 
who had on former visits to Mooshanne regaled 
himself with Monsieur Perrot in the pantiy. 
The boxes and parcels having been samly dc- 
Dosiled^ and the chaise sent round lo the stable. 
Lucy aided Jessie to uncloak and unbonnet, ana 
in a few minutes the party, thus increased, found 
themselves assemblea at the ColoneFs table. 

*'My worthy friend," said ihe lauer, address- 
ing his guest, ** yon seem to have brought an nur 
usual variety or packages to^ay; I suppose the 
greater part of them are for Lucy's benefit rath- 
er than for mine V* 

'< Maybe Jessie has brought a few things iVesh 
frae Philadelphv for Miss Lucy to look at," re- 
plied David; ''but the maist part o' what I hae 
wi' me the day, came late yestreen, by Rob 
Mitchell's batteau from St. Louis. There's a 
wheen letters and parcels frae Messieurs Steiner 
and Roche, which will, nae doubt, explain the 
settlement o' the matter anent your shares in the 
fnr trade." 

'* Are there not any other tetters from Saint 
Louis 1" inquired Lucy, colouring sliahtly. 

<< There's nane, my bonny young leddy," re- 

Slied David, "excepting twa, ane frae auM Mil- 
^r, to acknowledge m receipt & the last tenj 
barrels o' sant pork that I sent him, and anither 
ftae Renben Stiggs, wha keeps the great outfit- 
ting store for trappers, to omer an early freight 
0* blankets, Bibles, religious tracts, sealp-knives, 
and whisky, for the Indian trade.'' 

In spite of her disappointment, Lucy could not 
forbear smiling at toe gravity with which the 
merchant enumerated this strange mixture of 
sfdods ordered for a Warehouse, to which the 
missionary and the trepper both resorted for 
tiwir respective supplies. 

Tko dinner passed ngieeaUy enongh; and 
Jessie Muir having soon reeovered from the dif- 
fident shyness by iHiieh she had been at first over- 
eotne, amused Lucy and Aunt Maiy by her qui- 
et but shrewd observations on persons and things 
in Marietta, while ^e merchant enjoyed, with, 
evident satisfaction, several glasses from a cer- 
tain bottle of madeira, whidi he knew to have 
oectt for some yean deposited in his own ware- 
hotise. 

As soon as dinner was over, the ladies retired 
tb Lucy's boudoir, where she examined the con- 
tents of the packages which Jessie had brought 
for her inspeetiony while Colonel Brandon look- 
ed over the letters and papere from St. Louis. 
These proved to be of considerable importance, 
as they announced that all the points in dispute 
with the other fiur company had been satisfocto- 
lily arranged, and that his own shares, as well 
as those in which Ethelston's property was chie^ 
Iv invested, had risen greatly in value. During 
tine perusal of this correspondence the Colonel 
spoke from time to time familiarly and uure* 
servedly with his companion. He had learned 
from Lucy the attachment that existed between 
Henry Gregson and the m^chant's daughter, 
and had formed an internal resolution to contrib- 
«le to its sncoessful issue by advancing to the 
y«anc n«n a snm aufieient to enable him either 



lo enter Into Murtnenhip with- te nmehaHtv^r 
to commence Msiness on hie own a^connts Mit 
it was not his intention to develope this scneme 
until he had spoken with the elder Gtegmm^ 
wherefore be contented himself for the present 
with sounding the merehant in vague and gm^ 
eral terms rei^peeting the disposal of his daujj^ 
ter's hand. 

"My good friend," said the Colcmel, "now \ 
that we have despatched our business, it ocean • 
to me that I ongat lo remind you of a ciream> " 
stance which may not yet have entered yoar 
thoughts, namely, that your daughter Jessie is 
grown up to be a very pretty, sensible, and dis- 
creet young woman, and that having no son of 
vour own, you ougot to seek for her a wortlqr 
husband, who might hereafter aid her in edm* 
forting the declining years of Dame Christie and 
yourself." 

During this address the merchant fidgeted on, 
his chair, and betrayed other evident symptoms 
of uneasiness; but he made no reply^ and te 
Colonel continued: "I think I know of a young 
man who has long entertained an attachment iot 
her; and, if I am not mistaken, Miss Jessie 
would be more likely to smile than to frown 
upon his suit. Feeling myself not a liule inter* 
ested in his future prospects, I should, if Mrs. 
Muir and yourself approve the match, wjllin^y 
contribute, as far as ties in my power, to titov 
comfortable settlement." 

** Really, Colonel Brandon, ye're vein kind, I 
can no' fin' words to thank ye." stammered utt- 
vid. who seemed to have lost his self-possession ; 
and before he could recover it so far as to make 
any distinct reply, Luey came into the room; 
and taking the Colonel's arm, looked up affec- 
tionately into his faee, saying, ** Dear father, you 
have given enough time now to business; come 
into my room and hear one of Jessie's Scotch 
songs. I have just been listening to one which 
was written, as she tells me, by Robert Bums: 
it is so simple and so beautiful, she has premised 
to sing it over again for yon." 

The Colonel smiled, and followed his daugh- 
ter, saying to the merchant as they left the room, 
<* We will speak further on that subject the next 
time that we meet." 

As soon as the little party was assembled in 
the boudoir, Colonel Brandon entreated Jessie^' 
Muir to fulfil her promise of singing again the 
song which had given so much pleasure to his 
daughter. Blushing slightly, Jessie complied,, 
and sung, in a voice of much natural sweetnoi^ 
and without accompaniment : 

'< Oh ! wMt than in the eailld, et«ld Ustt^ 

On Tonder lea, M ydttdsr let ; 
My pleidie to the angry mrtt* 

Pd shelter thee, I'd shelter thee. 
Or did misfortune*^ bitter storms 

Around thee blew, around the Uaw ; 
Thy MeUt should be ny bosom, 

To share it a*, to share it %\ 

*' Or trers I in die wildest -waste, 

Sae black an* bf d«, sae black an' bare { 
The desert were a paradise, 

If thou wert there, if thou wett there ^ 
Or were I monarch of the f lobe, 

Wi' thee to reign, wi' thee to reign ; ,, 

The brightest jewel in nrjr crown 

Should be my queen, should be my qtreen.** 

The Colonel having bestowed not undeserved 
praise upon the taste and feeling with which Jes- 
sie had snog her simple melody, added, "Yet I 
do not remember these words among the songs 
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qf jAft Ayisbive bdfd. hacy, you* have often 
re^d 10 me iioin the Volume of his poems which 
<«sme from EogUmd; do yoa recollect having 
^teen this song among them V' 

** Indeed I do not," replied Lucy; '*yet it is so 
full of his peculiar force of expression and feel- 
ing, that it is difficult to believe it to have been 
written by any one else." 

** I have been told," said Jessie, ^* that this song 
was found among his papers afler his death. 
This may be the reason why you have not seen 
it in your volume." 

The conversation having once turned upon the 
^ubject of the writings ol Ayrshire's immortal 
bard, whose fame was then spreading far and 
wide over the habitable globe, it dwelt for some 
time upon the attractive theme; and the tall 
pines were already beginning to cast their length- 
ened shadows over the lawn, ere the merchant 
remembered that Dame Christie might be 
"wearyiu'" for his return, and perhaps scold 
him for exposing himself and his daughter to the 
perils of the Mooshanne stun^p-stndded track in 
teie dusk of evening. The chaise having been 
-ordered to the door, David Molr put on his hat 
^nd cloak, while Jessie donned her bonnet and 
«hawl; and a few minutes saw them jogging 
steadily away ou their return to Marietta. 

For some time neither broke the silence of 
the deep forest through which they were driving, 
for each had their own subject for meditation. 
Jessie, whose spirit was soitened by the songs 
of her father- land, and had been touched by the 

t gentle kindness of Lucy's manner towards her, 
ooked steadily towards the west ; and while she 
thought that she was admiring the gigantic hem- 
lock pines, whose huge limbs now came out in 
l>old relief from the ruddy saffron sky beyond, 
her musings blended in sweet but vague confu- 
sion the banks of Allan, Doon, and Ayr^ with 
those of the river beside her, and pictured the 
** Jamies," "Willies," and other "braw, braw 
lads" of Scottish minstrelsy, in the form of no 
jess a personage than Harry Gregson. 

She was roused from her reverie by the voice 
of her father, whose meditations had taken quite 
a different direction, as will be seen by the con- 
versation that ensued between them. 

"Jessie, it's a gae bonnie house, yon Moo- 
shanne, an' the mailen's* the best in th' haill 
Territory." 

" Indeed, father, ft is a very pretty house, and 
most kind are those who live in it.'' 

" Wad ye no* like to live in ityoursel, Jessie T* 

" To say truth, faUier, I would rather live in a 
smaller house that I niight call my own." 

"But suppose ye might ca* yon fine house 
your own, what wad ye say then, lassie t" This 
mquiry was enforced with a significant poke 
from the merchant's elbow. 

Jessie looked up in her father's face, and see- 
ing that it was unusually grave, she replied, 
** Father, I do not understand what you are aim- 
ing at. I am very happv in our house at Mari- 
efta, and wish for none better." 

"Ye're a fule," said the merchant, i^ngrily. 
** I tell ye, Jessie, ye're no better than a fule ; 
and when fortun^ bauds oot her han* to ye, ye'll 
no* gang half-way to tak' it. Hae ye no* seen 
how oH Maister Reginald comes to our store. 
and hangs aboot it like a tod round a hen-roost f' 

" Indeed, father, I have made no such remark ; 
.and if Ms^ter Reginald did often come to our 



store, it was for powder, or » kai|e, or fomt 
trifles for Miss Lucy, and not for a^y olbfi 
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cause." 

" Hoot awa* wV your pouther and knives, yt 
blind hizzie,** said tne merchant : " it was to set 
and speak wi* yoursel*, and no' for any othei 
cause." 

" Father, I am sure you are mistaken ; Master 
Reginald would never so far forget the difference 
in our rank and condition, and I should bs "ftn 
sorry if he did." 

"What do ye mean, lass, about difference o* 
rank and condeetioni Are the Muirs no' af 
weel-born as ony lord or duke in the auld kin- 
tra 1 Do ye no' ken that my mother's father's 
sister was married to Mnir of Drumliwhappit^ 
an' that he was near cousin to the Laird o* Bla^ 
gowrie, wha married the sister o* the Earl of 
Glencalm 1 Rank and condeetion, indeed I as 
I tauld ye just now, ye're neither mair nor less 
than a fule, Jessie. Why, the Colonel spak* 
wi* me anent the matter this vera day, an* said 
that he'd do what lay in his power to mak' a 
smooth an* comfortable.** 

Jessie Muir was now, indeed, surprised ;. for 
she had hitherto imagined that the idea of Regi- 
nald Brandon having taken a fancy to her, was 
one of those crotchets which the merchant some- 
times took up, and which he would then main* 
tain with all the pertinacious obstinacy of his 
character; but she knew him to be incapably ol 
a direct untruth, and was, therefore, overwhelm- 
ed with astonishment at the communication last 
made to her. 

We should not faithfully portray Jessie's 
character were we to say that she experienced 
no secret gratification, when she learned that her 
hand was sought by one possessed of so manv 
advantages of person and lortune ; but we shooid 
do her injustice were we not to 4dd, that the sen- 
sation endured only for a moment ; and then her 
heart reverting to Henry Gregson, she thought 
only of the mcreased obstacles which would 
now interfere < with their attachment, and she 
burst into tears. 

" Dinna greet, lassie, dinna greet,"* said the 
merchant, surprised and somewhat softened by 
this unexpected emotion, and he muttered to 
himself, " There's no kenning the twists- and 
krankums o* a woman*s mindt I tell her that 
she's courted by a weel-faured young man. wi* 
the best prospects in the haill Territory, ana she 
taks on to greet like a skelpU wean.'*1r 

After various ineffectual attempts to draw 
from her any explai)ation of the cause of her 
grief, he ceased to interrogate her, wisely re- 
solving to consult Dame Christie on the subject, 
and they drove on in silence until they reached 
their home in Marietta. 

As they entered the house they were met by 
fiarry Gregson, who led the way into the par- 
lour, where he placed in the merchant*s hand a 
paper which had arrived during his absence, 
and which proved to be an extensive order toj 
articles to be shipped for St. Louis on the follow- 
ing day. 

While David Muir ran his eye over the list, 
calculating the amount of profit which he might 
expect to realize from the whole, young Greg- 
son, observing the tears not yet dry upon Jes- 
sie's cheek, cast upon her a look of anxious af- 
fectionate inquiry, which seemed only to increase 
her confusion and distress. 
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" Fataer, I am tired," sbe whispered, in a sab- 
4iied voice, " and will go to my room to rest.'' 
Haying received bis embrace, sbe tamed towards 
the door, where Greg»on presented to her a candle 
that be had lighted for her, and in so doing he took 
her band and pressed it ; sbe withdrew it gently, 
and, in reply to bis " Good night, Miss Jessie," 
gave him in silence a parting look so full of 
mingled tenderness and griefj that his anxiety was 
BO longer to be controlled, and be resolved to 
draw from the merchant some explanation of her 
a^tation. Seeing that he had at length finished 
his carefnl perosal of the paper, he said, " 1 think, 
sir, that Miss Jessie looks very unwell this even- 
ing ;*has anything happened to hart or alarm 
herV 

" Naething, naething. my gade lad, only I taald 
her some news that oagnt to have made her blithe 
as a lavroch,* and she thought fit to wet her een 
wi' doolt anent it" 

" That is strange, indeed," replied the young 
man; and be added, in a hesitating tone, *'I 
hope, sir, you will not think me impertinent, as 
I take so much interest in all that concerns yoar 
family, if I inquire what was the nature of the' 
good news that you communicated to Miss Jes- 
sie r 

" Why, Hairy," replied the merchant, sinking 
his voice to a confidential whisper, " as ye're a 
discreet cannie lad, that'll no crackt about they 
things all ower the toon, I may just tell ye that 
Jessie — " 

'* David ! David !" screamed a shrill voice from 
the room above, *'are ye gann to baverS there 
the lee-lang night 1" 

" Comin' this moment, Christie," said the obo- 
dient husband, leaving the room as be spoke, 
with the air and countenance of one so thorough- 
.y hen-pecked, that Harry Gregson, in spite of 
his anxiety, langbed outright; saying to him- 
self, as many a lover has said before and since, 
"How unlike is Jessie's voice to that of her 
mother!" 



CHAPTER XL. 

Bath& panoM hif Career tm a ]>ip]oiiwtiit.^An agreMble 
T^te-A-TAto disa^resaUT intaxrajpted.— The Stepa that 
Mah^ga took to aapport Lie declining Interects among Uie 
Crowa. 

We left Besba engaged in an attemnt to lib- 
erate the bride of the youn^ Crow chief, by pro- 
posing to Reginald and his party an exchange 
of prisoners. 

On arriving at the camp he was allowed to 
pass by the sentries, and took his way up the bill 
to the tent of Prairie-bird. As soon as the ob- 

i'ect of his errand became known a council was 
leld, consisting of Reginald Brandon, War-Ea- 
gle, Baptiste, Pierre, and Wingenund, and, hav- 
ing heard the proposal made on the part of the 
Crows, they proceeded to deliberate on the course 
to be pursued. 

They could have no hesitation in agreeing to 
an exchange of prisoners, could that l^ effected 
upon equal terms, but the Crows insisted upon 
the return of Banding-willow as a preliminary 
step towards the release of their prisoners, and 
to this Baptiste and Pierre were most strongly 
opposed, especially the latter, who bad experi- 
enced on more than one occasion the proverbial 
treachery of the Upsaroka tribe. 
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Reginald was disposed, with fhe fisarie§a jmk 
erosity of his nature, to he satisfied with binding 
ihem by the most solemn obligations, recognised 
by their customs, to release their prisoners o& 
the safe return of Bending-willow, but his opin- 
ion was overruled by bis companions ; and the 
horse-dealer's mission wore a most unpromising 
aspect, when he bethought him of delivering the 
note written by Paul Miiller to Reginald. 

The perusal of this effected an immediate al- 
teration in the sentiments of the council, and the 
restoration of the captive bride was decided upjir. 
She was seated in the outer compartment of Prai- 
rie-bird's tent when Besba entered, accompanied 
by Reginald, to inform her of her liberation. 

Pierre, who was still suspicious of some 
treachery, and who bad some Knowledge of the 
Crow language, placed his ear at the comer of 
the aperture with the intention of discovering 
any under-plot that might be going forward. 

Besba, however, was too cra/ty to be caught 
in such a trap, or else he did not intend to make 
Bending-willow the confident of his real inten- 
tions, so he simply announced to her that she 
was free to return to her husband's lodge, and 
that the white prisoners were to be restored in 
exchange for her. 

Shaking off the sadness by which she had been 
of late overcome, she sprang to her feet, and her 
eyes sparkling with grateful joy, she pressed her 
hand upon Reginald's breast, then looi'me round, 
she pronounced distinctlv the name of Olitipa." 

On bearing herself thus called, Prairie-bird 
came forth from her inner tent, and having learn- 
ed the intelligence that, by the restoration of her 
new friend, the liberation of Paul Mailer was to 
be effected, she embraced the former and pre- 
sented her with a necklace of coral. Bendmg- 
willow returned the embrace with affectionate 
earnestness, and was then led by Besba from 
the tent 

As they passed towards the stockade, Pierre^ 
whose suspicions were not yet entirely lulled, 
and who felt a deep interest in the safety of Etbel- 
ston, came up to tne horse-dealer, and whispered 
in his ear, " If the tongues of the Crows, or of 
Besba, are forked, if the white prisoners are de- 
tained or injured, many widows shall howl in 
the camp, and the tongues of the wolves shall be 
red with Upsaroka blood 1" 

The Prairie-Guide spoke these words in a tone 
of deep meaning, and Besba knew that he was 
not a man likely to utter an idle or empty threat; 
he answered accordingly, " If Besba lives, the 
prisoners shall return unhurt before the nexl 
sunset," and so saying pursued his unmolested 
way to the Crow camp. 

While they were crossing the valley which 
separated the two encampments, Reginald, War- 
Eaele, and Baptiste still lingered near the door 
of the tent, discussing the events of the day, and 
expressing their respective opinions as to the 
probable conduct of the Crows. 

" What says Prairie-bird 1" inquired Reginald, 
addressing tne maiden, who had bef^n a not un- 
interested auditor of the discussion. 

" Has not the Crow chief," she replied, " giv- 
en a faithful promise that on the return of tht 
bride he woula restore my father and his frieni ^ 
unhurt t" 

" He has." 

" What then is the doubt 1" 

" The doubt is, whether the word of the Crow 
can be believed 1 whether he may not still de- 
taiUi or injure his prisoners 1" 
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Pnirie-bird mased for a few seconds, as if 
delating within herself the possibility of sach 
flUsc^o^ ; then raising her head, she said in a 
tone of emphasis, "Fear not: my father and 
your friend will return to us uninjured.'' 

'*1 accept the omen, sweet prophetess I" ex- 
claimed Reginald, cheerfully ; ** and will believe 
that their thoughts are honest and straightfor- 
ward as you deem them, unless their conduct 
should prove the contrary; in that event," he 
added, turning to War-Eagle, " my Indian broth- 
er and I will see what our own heads and hands 
can do to set free our friends." 

The chief replied not: but the sarcastic smile 
that played over his dark features, showed how 
Uttle he shared in Prairie-bird's t>pinion of Up- 
isaroka faith. 

Meanwhile, Bending- willow returned in safe- 
ly to her lodge, where Besha presented her, with 
an air of triumph, to her impatient lord. The 
other wives and women retired while she related 
to him her adventures, and from the mingled 
laughter and caresses with which he listened to 
her narrative, it is probable that she confessed 
to him the motive that had induced her to seek 
the Medicine of the white tent. 

As soon as she concluded, he desired one of 
his young men to lead before the lodge a favour- 
ite horse, swift, high-couraged, and strong, from 
the back of which he had killed, with lance and 
bow, many a bison cow. Placing the bridle of 
raw hide in the hands of the horse-dealer, he said, 
^ Besha has brought back the Sweet-scented- 
willow to its bed, he shall not go away with 
empty hands. When he rides through the vil- 
lage the warriors shall say that his horse is fit 
to carry a chief; and if any speak to him bad 
words, let him ttU them to beware, for White 
Bull calls him brother!" 

So saying, the young savage, who had now 
completelv recovered his good humour, balf-liil- 
ed, nalf-threw the astonished dealer upon the 
horse's back, and turned again into the lodge to 
renew his caresses to his recovered bride. 

<* All goes wellt" thoueht Besha within him- 
self, as he rode towards his own quarters, pro- 
ving with professional skill, the paces and quali- 
ties of his new steed. ** All goes well! and this 
animal will fetch me two hundred dollars in the 
lower Arkansas country ; few such are to be 
found there. I wonder where this Crow thief 
found or stole Itl If I can manage with fine 
words to get a few more skins from this tribe, 
and a few more presents from the white men, I 
will join the summer return-train firom the Black 
Hills, and make my way back towards the 
east." 

Indilging in these honest and disinterested 
meditations, the horse-dealer arrived before his 
own lodge, where his Indian wife awaited his 
coming with a savouiy mess of bison-meat and 
marrow ; after despatching which he smoked his 
pipe^ without permitting any reflections concern- 
ing the prisoners whose cause he had so shame- 
Jessly Mtrayed, to disturb his appetite, or his 
present .azy enjoyment. 

It was fortunate for th'.m that they had an ad- 
vocate n^ore honest and zealoua in a quarter 
where they least suspected it This was Bend- 
ing- willow ; who, after showing to her lover-hus- 
band the coral necklace given to her by Prairie- 
bird, and repeating to him the kind treatment 
that she had experienced in the tent, entreated 
him to use his influence for the restoration of the 
jDiiionen. 



This she was not able to effect, as he suited 
that they belonged to the great council, who 
would decide upon their fate, afler consulting 
the Medicine ; but she obtained from him a prom- 
ise that he would in the meantime proiea them 
from all chance injury, as well as from the vio- 
lence of any personsa enemy who might bear 
them ill-will. 

The deliberations of the Indian tribes are, in 
fact, carried on in a manner more strongly re* 
semUing those of civilised nations than is usu- 
ally believed; that is, a few leading men meet 
together, and arrange the plan of operations to be 
pursued, after which they convoke the grand 
council by whatever name it may be called, and 
insensibly lead its members to propose, second, 
and carry the measures previously agreed upon. 
Thus it was with the Crows upon the present 
occasion. The old chief of the band, as soon as 
he learned the safe return of Bending-willow, sent 
for his son the White-Bull, whose rank as lead- 
er of the braves entitled him to be present at a 
secret council; two other warrion, of more ad- 
vanced age and experience, were also admitted; 
and these four being assembled, they entered 
upon their deliberations with a freedom of thought 
and speech such as could not have been consist- 
ent with the forms and usages of a public meet- 
ing. 

It would be tedious to relate in order the vari- 
ous arguments that were adduced by the several 
speakers in turn ; suffice it to say, that the father 
of White-Bull, independent of his claim to au- 
thority as chief, happened to be the oldest man 
and the greatest rogue present; all which concur- 
rent advantages gave a preponderating influence 
to his advice. The result was, as might have 
been expected, its adoption by the unanimous con- 
sent of his three companions ; and, as the aAer- 
movements of the band were regulated by it, a 
brief sketch of its purport and objects will not be 
misplaced. 

His counsel, stripped of Indian imagery and 
ornament, was^ that they should for the present 
detain the prisoners; and in order to avoid the 
consequences of the violent ebullition of resent- 
ment which might be expected on the part of the 
White Men and Delawares, that they should in*- 
stantly decamp, and marching towanls the soath 
and west by the most intricate and difficult pass- 
es, make their way to the neighbourhood of the 
district where Mah^ informed them that he 
had concealed his gSods and stores. These it 
was their intention, of course, to appropriate, and 
afterwards to deal with their dangerous and 
haughty possessor as might be found most expe- 
dient. Meanwhile it was certain that the allied 
band would fdlow their trail for the recovery of 
the prisoners, and if they did so, with their bag- 
gage and Prairie-bird's tent, the Crows had lit- 
tle fear of being overtaken, excepting when they 
chose to halt for the purpose ; if, on the contrar^r, 
the allied band should diviae, the chief knew 
that from the intimate acquaintance of his war- 
riors with the localities, they would easily fina 
means to attack and overcome the weaken- 
ed party left in charge of the tent, and its won- 
deiTul mistress. 

This outline of operations being settled, it was 
further agreed that the prisoners should be en- 
trusted to the care of White-Bull, who made 
himself responsible for their security, and who 
was to lead the van of the retreat, while Besha 
was summoned, and ordered to explain to the 
Osage chief the proposed plan of opeiationS| aon 
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thai ttt bin ww to. be atticMd the honoamble 
.poet odT defending the rear of the march. 

In eooeeqoeace of aU these preUaunary af- 
nngemeDte, a ibnnal coiwoii waa saauaoaed, 
at which they weie pvoposed and agieed apoo, 
with the aancUoa of the Medicine, and a treaty 
was entered into with MahAga, by which he 
bound himself with liis companions to fight faith- 
ially for the Crows, and to make over to them 
one iiaif of his coods concealed in the c che. on 
condition that they should do everytiiine in their 
power to recoTcr lor him the Great Medicine 
>of the tent, and his baggage now in the hands of 
the Delawares. 

These arrangements and agreements were no 
eooner completed than they were carried into ex- 
«cati(m with a speed, order, and noiseless silence 
pecnliar to these toviag tribes, whose fate is so 
olten dependent tipon the secrecy and celeriiy of 
4heir movements. 

While these things were going forward in the 
•Crow camp, Reginald sat by tbe side of Prairio- 
•bird under the small cedar-tree in Iront of her tenL 
Being still somewhat stiff from the wounds and 
bruises received in the late attack, he gladly avail- 
•ed himself of that pretext for enjoying a few hours 
•of repose in the society of his beloved, while he 
left the chief care of the defence of the camp to 
Baptiste and War-Eagle. 

His eye wandered occasionally across the val- 
ley below, and scanned with an anxious look the 
^posile hill upon which the dusky figures of the 
<5rowB were se^i moving to and fro between the 
lodges and bushes, until it returned to rest upon 
thelovely countenance of his companion. That 
<sounienance, which was now lighted up by the 
.parting rays of the declining sun, beamed with 
•emotions too deep for ntterance. 

Her love for Reginald was not Uke the love so 
-ofHsn fband in the artificial world of society, a 
mere preference, engendered, perhaps, by fancy, 
and nurtured by habit, accident, or mere conge- 
niality of tastes, but a single absorbing passion, 
the intensity of which she trembled to acknowl- 
edge even to herself. All the poetry, tbe enthusi«> 
asm, the yearnings of womanly feeling in her na- 
ture were gathered into a focus, and nothing but 
her strong and abiding sense of religion prevent- 
ed that love from being idolatry. 

As her eye fell upon the recent scar npon his 
forehead, and the slmg in which his left arm was 
-enveloped, she remembered that twice already 
had his blood been shed in her deJGsnce, twice 
had her life been saved at the risk of his own. 
Tears of delicious gratitude, tears sweeter than 
any smiles that ever dimpled the cheek of joy 
began to flow, and half averting her fece from 
her lover, she turned it thoughtfiiUy towards the 
western horizon. 

The orb of the sun had just disappeared be* 
hind the rugged and far-distant mountain range, 
whose towering and snow-clad peaks stood out 
in clear relief from tbe deep masses of clood 
whose wavy edges still reflected his golden light 
A mellowed "kaze wrapped as in a saflton man*, 
tie the nearer hiils^ whose irregular forms, some 
rocky and precipitous, others undulating and 
covered with dense forests of pine and cedar, 
foimed the foreground of the magnificent even- 
ing landscape. A single «tar glimmered paldy 
in the twilight heaven, a forerunner of the thou- 
sand glorious lights about to emerge from its 
unfathomed vault. To look up from uature to 
nature's God was the habitual process of Prai- 
rie-Uid^ mind, a habit resnlting partty from the 



fatherly iaatmetions of tbe BiHieto— ty, .bnc 
chiefly from her constant study of the 8cctptt»e 
amid scenes calculated to impcess its ksaoiis 
mosi deeply upon her. 

Such a scene was that now before her, and as 
the deepening shadowa. feU upon mountaiu, for- 
est, and vale, a holier * aim stole over the cui- 
rent of her thoughts, and imparted to hor eloquent 
features an expression in which the sweet con- 
sciousness of reciprocated earthly affection was 
blended with adoring gratitude to Him whoee 
everlasting name is Love. 

The earnest and affectionate ge^ of Reginald 
was still riveted upon her countenance^ wlien a 

Senile sish fell upon hia watehiul ear. Taking 
er hand within his own, he whispered '^Ii 
Prairie-bird sad 1 — Does any sorrow distiiidi her 
peace r 

Dropping to the earth those hnmid ayes se 
late upraised to heaven» she replied, ia a hesi- 
tating voice, ** Not sad, dear Reginud, bnt . . . 
afraid*'' 

** Afraid I dearest; and of what 1 Nay,Uaah 
not, but tell me your cause of fear." 

** Afraid ef too much happinesi^ of too muck 
love. I tremble, ayd doubt whether my thoogfati 
are such as God approves." 

** Be not rash nor unjust in aelf-oondeaumiion^' 
said Reginald, in a chkiing tone, while seciotly 
delighted bv a confession which his heart inteiu 
preted aright; ** think you that the Creator who 
implanted these afieciions within us. and who 
has pronounced repeated sanctions and blessings 
upon the bond of wedded love, think you, dear* 
est, that He can be offended at your kyve for one 
to whom you have plighted your troth, and w^ 
albeit in many respects unworthy of si&oh a 
treasure, has at least the merit of repaying it a 
hundredfold I" 

*« Unworthy!" repeated Prairie-bird, in a tone 
of reproachful tendmessp—^tber words tcembled 
upon her lips, but the instmct of maidenly reseuve 
cnecked their utterance, sod she was suenl. 

" Nay, if you like not the word, it shaR be 
unsaid," whispered Reginald, gently pressing the 
hand which he held within his own ; " an4 my 
whole future life shall be a constant endeawxir 
to make it untrue. Let me, howeiwr, guess at 
the secret cause of your fear, and of the sigh 
that escaped you,-*you were thinkiag of yoni 
dear fetherly instructor, and weiiB afraid that he 
would not return V 

« Indeed my thoughlB were not of him at the 
moment," she replied, with earnest simpUd^; 
"nor am I afraid on his account" 

'* Why is he not vet in the hands of an enemy 
whose cruelty and treachery are proverbial $ 
What if the Crow chief should, in spite of his 
solemn promise, refuse to give up his prisonefs "V* 

** It cannot be," she replied gravely ; *< God will 
not permit such falsehood." 

*' You speak," said Reginald, ''like one whf 
has studied chiefly your own heart, and the pie 
cions book now lying at your side; but even 
there you may have read that the Almighty 
sometimes permits falsehood and wickednoM to 
triumph upon earth." 

"it is too true," replied Prairie-biijcl ; "yet I 
feel a strong assurance that our friends will re- 
turn to us in safety. I cannot tell whence it 
comes— whether from a dream sent fn the 
watches of the night or the secret whispers of 
some mysterious and unseen counsellor, but it 
brings hope, rest, and comfiurt to my heart" 

"God forbid." said Reginald, paaakNuMl^ 
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f W^el guests from so sweet a home. Ea( if the 
Crow chief should be guilty of this treacherous 
net c^ falsehood, I wiil endeavour to inflict upoi) 
liim a vengeance sq signal, as sh^ll. deter him 
and his tribe from any futore repetiUoa of the 
crime." 

*' It is lawful," replied the maiden, " to recover 
our friends by force or device, if they are detain- 
ed by treachery; but remember, dear Reginald, 
that vengeance belongs not to our erring and 
ihllen race; if the Upsaroka should sin as you 
fu^pect, defeat, if you can, his evil schemes, but 
leave his punishment to the Qreat Aveng^r^ who 
ci^L make his latterr days loathsome as those, of 
Gehazi, or his <leath sudden and fearful as thai 
of Ananias and his guilty spouse." 

Reginald coloured deeply, for his conscience 
reminded him that on a late pccasiou he had 
used, in a di^nssion with Warv£«gl^, the same 
miguicnent as that. now applied with so much 
force to hinuself, and he ielt ashamed of having 
foigotten, in the exqitem^nt Qf his own passions, 
a truth which he had laboured sirongfy to io^ 
press upon another. 

'^Thanks, dearest monitress," he replied, ** for 
recalling me to my better self; woukl that jrou 
were always by my side to control my impa- 
tience and reprove the hastiness of my temper. 
I^ay^ I trust ere long that you will be always at 
Vky $idej your fath^ and instructor will return, 
and will unite ti^ ia those holy bainds not to be 
aeveied by n^aii. Ym will tlien le&ve the prai* 
lie and the tent^ and cQm« with me ^o a home 
ivhere a second father and a loving sister claim 
a share in your affection." 

*^ It shall be so," replied Prairie-bin! in a low 
and earnest voice; <' read my answer in tbe lan- 

Sage of one who, like myself, was huzn^e and 
endless, bat who, tfusting in lier God, fooiid ia 
a fltraiKge land a husband and home." 

"Nay»read it to me," said Reginald, atttici- 
patiug lier «electioa; ** however beautiful the 
word» may be, ypur voice will make them fall 
more sweetly on my ear." 

Piairi^blKl opened this book, but she looked 
not Oft the page, for the words were treasured in 
her heait; and she repeated in a voice faltering 
from deep emotion, '* Whither thou aoest I will 
gfo, and where thou lodgest I will lodge; thv 
pf^aple fhall be my pc$(^e, and thy God m^ God . 
Whefe thou diest will Iiiie, and there will I be 
buried; ^ Lord do so to me, and more also, if 
aught but death part thee aild me." 

As she concluded these wordd, ihe looked up 
to the face of her betrodied with eyes beaming 
with truth and afiebtion. The strdiig man was 
overeome; he could o&ly utter a deep Amen. 
The eonsclouisness that the trttstfa1,.guileless be- 
ing now at his side had sunrendesed to his keep- 
ing the ark' of her earthly happiness, mingled an 
awful responsibility with the more tender feel- 
ings that possessed his inmost adnl; be fett what 
hat been so truly described b^ a poet out of' 
laehioB md out of date,-44hat 

Am wn the ovndttted eoafortsDf « vatt> 
|««eked tip ia woBwa** l«va.* 

Then did herecbrd a seebSt and solemn row 
tbet hewQuM guard his precious treasbre wl^' 
a tsiser's care ; the stata began more briffhtly to 
twinkle ia the Shy; the watcb^fi^ eA^itted 
tlndnghlhs deepening gloom It eleafer.ray ; and 
as: tlM head orPraitfit4iM Ug&tlv rested 'tiptkn 
lover's shonlder, they gave tnemselT« tqs 



to ihQdeUeloas «s?eHe^ mggHtM IfiDie hont, 
the scene, and hearts overcfcjaiged with htiss« 

The hi^y pair were suddenly- arouaed ftom 
their waking dream by the sharp crack of a rifle, 
the flash of which R^inaki distinoUy saw 
through the bushes on the side of the hill helow 
them; a bullet whizzed close to his head, and a 
half-suppressed cry broke from Prairie-bird. 

" Speak, love, speak 1" he exclaimed in fiaa- 
tic alarm ; " spesak but one word to tell me yon 
are not hurt K 

" I am not hurt," shereplied; "God be prais 
ed that you are also unharmed 1 JSay, dearest, 
do not break from me." Here the report of fire- 
arms was again heard, mingled with the shoots 
and tnmult of a sudden fray. " Our friends aie 
on their guard I you are still weak from yoar 
late wound! Oh, Reginald, stay I I «n(reaV— I 
implore I" ^ 

But he heard her not; me din of arms and the 
foul attempt at murder, directed, as he believedL 
against the life of his betrothed, bad awakened 
the tempest within him; the wocmded arm was 
released from its sling,, end. with drawn cntUun 
in hia right, band, he rushed dowa the steep 
slope of the hill with the reckless speed of a 
madman. We will now proceed to enplain the 
cause of this saddea interruption of their tU§^ 
tik. . 

It has been already meBtioned that Besha had 
been chaiged with explaining to Mab%a the 
arrangements and i^ns adopted at the Upsa- 
roka coaneil. No sooner had he done so^ than 
the Osage chief, finding that the evacuation 9t 
the camp was to take place during the nighl, 
resolved upon striking, before they withdrew 
from the neighbourhood, one blow at Um fees 
who had defeated and bafiied him. 

Too cunning to be deceived by the Crews, (ur 
to be misled by the flattery of Besha, he knew 
that as he had now no more presents to offei^ 
his only chance of retaining anv authority or 
influence with them was by sncia deeds of da^ 
ring as shouki compel them to look op to him as 
a war-leader. This feeing, stimulated b^ his 
tnirst for revenge, led him without hesitation to 
attempt a feat which, if successful, must reader 
him the terror not less of his alUe» than of his 
foes. 

As soon as the Horse-dealer had left him he 
summoned his few remamiiig ibllowers, and in- 
formed them that they must prepare to mareh 
during the ensuing night; he told them also that 
he was about to set loith himself on the war* 
path alone, and all that he required of them was 
10 conceal themselves among the> bushes front- 
ing towaids the^eaemy's camp, so as to cover 
his retreat in case of his being pursued frOm 
that quarter, and that he int^Mied to rstnm, it 
possible, on a horse. 

The men listened with sfleat attention to their 
leader's oMers, and retired without making 
cSiher comihent or reply. Mahfga then strip- 
ped hlBiseirof every ornament that could attract 
attention, aad threw off his hunting-shirt and 

»ns, thrusting a brace tf small pistols aid a 
knifii Into his waist-belt; and with no otb« 
er covering than a light pair of moecasb^ on 
his feet, he stole oat of the camp at a point 
which was' not Visible from the enemy s qnaf* 
ters. 

Availing frinunlfof eveiy lArine aad tmdnla- 
tion of ground, he made a swiil cirenft in ^hn 
didlhnc waifile,: add apprsached Ihii S>8*a#ire 
eamp cpi ihe^ nhiil»eflMhiMs^ whtni aa iMii 
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teen before mcfttioiMd, it was prateeted liy a 
precipiiovs cliff. He had obsenred a namw 
valley in this directioo, aot more than half a 
mile from the base of the roclr, to which the 
white men drove their horses for pasture; and 
as a view oi it was commanded from the height, 
they were only guarded by a single man, who 
drove them back in the evening to the camp. 
The man who happened to be on daty there was 
a hunter belonging to the band brought out by 
Pierre, a brave, and somewhat reckless fellow, 
who had been inured to all the hardships ana 
risks of a mountain trapper^s life. 

The craily Osage, having succeeded in obtain- 
ing the important advantage of seeing his oppo- 
nent before he could be himself perceived, di- 
rected his movements accordingly. He might, 
perhaps, have succeeded in creeping near enough 
to shoot him, and hava gained the shelter of his 
own camp before he could be overtaken; but 
such was not his purpose. He had determined 
that the bullet now in his rifle should lodge in 
the heart of Reginald or War-Eagle, and no 
other life could sa^sfy his revenge. 

Not more than a hundred paces from the spot 
where the unconscions sentiy sat, with his &ce 
towards the Upsaroka camp, the valley made a 
bead, becoming at the same place narrower and 
steeper in its banks; thither did Mah^ga stealth- 
fly creep, and on reaching' it found that he was 
not within sight of his enemy. 

After waitinff some time, durinc which he 
carefully noted every bush and hillock that 
night be made subservient to his projected plan, 
he saw feeding towards him a steady old pack- 
horse, whose scarred back and sides showed 
that he had carried many a weary burthen over 
mountain and prairie. The Osage remaiiced 
also, that the animal had a long laryette of hide 
round its neck. As soon as he felt assured that 
it had passed the bend, and could no longer be 
seen by the man on guard, be caught the end of 
the laryette, and led bis unresisting quadruped 
prisoner to a spot further up the valley, where 
some thick bushes offered him the means of 
concealing himself. Here he twisted the laryette 
firmly around the for&>leg of the horse, ancl en- 
sconcing himself behind the largest of the bush- 
es, patiently awaited the result. 

As the shades of evening drew on, the hunter 
rose to collect and drive his horses to the camp. 
Having gathered those in the lower part of the 
vallev, he afterwards came in searcn of those 
that had strayed beyond the bend. When his 
ejre ieU upon the old pack-horse cropping the 
longgfrass, and occaaonally the younger shoots 
of the adjacent bashes, he mattered to himself, 
"The old fool hasn't sense to know summer 
from winter ; there he stands, gnawing the twigs 
off the bushes, when he might be eating the best 
^rass in the bottom." 

As soon as he reached the animal whom he 
thus apostrophised, he laid down his rifle, in 
order to free the entangled leg from the laryette. 
While stooping for this purpose, a slight rus- 
tling of leaves caught his ear; and ere he could 
«ook round the fierce Osage sprang upon him 
with the bound of a tiger. The unic»tunate 
man strove to catch up his rifle, but the foot of 
the giant was upon it, a gaafot iron was upon 
his throat, and ere he could utter a sound or 
raise a hand, the knife of &e savage was buried 
in his heart. 

' Having dras fkt succeeded •in his j>lan,iMa- 
hlga dressed jaoisalf' ihani head to j&gt in Um 



doUies of his vlcfiiii, iMktaig pttsesBieii at the 
same time of his knile and pistols, having first 
deliberately scalped him, and placed the scalp 
in his own belt, below the ill-fated huntei^ 
shirt. When thus accoutred and attired, the 
Osage grinned with satisfactvoa, and proceeded 
to the next, and more dangerous portion oi his 
enterprise. 

His first step was to select and secure the 
best horse from those pasturing in the valley, 
which he bridled with the laryeue alreadv men* 
tioned; and having slung the hunter^s rifle over 
his shoulder, he mounted his newly-acquired 
steed, and beean leisurely to drive the others 
towards the Delaware camp. As soon as he 
emeiged ftrom the valley he came in sight of the 
enemy's sentries and outposts; but the well- 
known wolf-skin cap, and elk-skin shirt, attract- 
ed no particular attention, and he rode deliV 
erately forward until he reached a huge pine- 
tree, the shade of whose branches was rendered 
yet more dark by the deepening gloom of event- 
ing. Here 'he fastened his horse; and leaving 
the others to find their wajr as they best might, 
he struck boldly into the thicket that fringed the 
base of the hill. 

Conscious that he was now in the midst of 
enemies, and that his life must depend upon his 
own skill and address, he crept forward up the 
steep ascent, now stopping to listen for the sound 
uf a footfall, now straining his eyes through the 
dusky shade, in search of some light or object 
by which to direct his coarse. Knowing every 
inch of the ground, he was soon able to dlstin* 

fuish the angle of the stockade, and at no great 
istance above it the white tent, partially light-' 
ed up by a fire, round which were seated Mon- 
sieur Perrot. Pierre, and several others. 

As night drew on. and the surrounding "Scen- 
ery became involved fin deeper gloom, the watch- 
fire emitted a stronger light, by which Mah^ga* 
caught, at length, a view of Reginald seated by 
the side of Prairie-bird. All the stormy pas- 
sions in his breast, jealousy, hatred, and re- 
venge, were kindled at the sight: and as soon^ 
as he thought the namzile of his rifle truly aimed 
at his rival's heart, he fired. Fortunate was ir 
for Repaid that tne light east by the fire was 
flickering and uncertain, or that hour had been 
his last. 

The sr.7age, without waiting to see the result; 
of his shot, which had alarmed the hunters and 
the Delawares patroling near the spot, rUshed 
down the hill towards the tree where he had left- 
his horse. Twice was his path crossed by an 
enemjr; the first he felled with a blow on the' 
head from the discharged rifle, and the second, 
which was no less a person than honest Bap>>' 
tistie himself, he narrowly missed, in firing a 
pistol in his faee at so near a distance that, al- 
though unhurt by the ball, his cheek was singed' 
by the powder. 

Completely taken bv surprise, the Gnide fired 
into the bushes after the retreating figure of his« 
unknown foe, and then dashed forward in pwp ' 
suit; but the darkness favoured the escape of 
the Osage, who never paused nor turned again 
until he reached tHe spot where he had fafsiened 
the horse; then vaulting on its back, he shouted 
his insulting war-cry^ in a voice diat might'be ' 
heard above all the mingled sounds of pursuit, 
struck his heel into the flank of the cabtured' 
steedi and, unscathed by any of the baMeo AvlV 
whistled after him^ reaened the Grow caaiw. ia« 
safe^« . . .. "J 
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The Osage wairion looked with some sv* 
•rise upon their chief in Ms anusual atiire, bat 
be briefly retained their greeting, and proceeded 
without delay to the lodge of the Upsaroka 
chief. A lire was bamiog there, by the light of 
which he recognised the old man seated in the 
midst, with his son, 'White-Bull, on. his right 
and Besha at some distance on his left. Ma- 
h^ga had by this lime thrown off the garments 
cf the slain hunter, which were slang across the 
horse. Leading the latter forward, until the 
light of the fire fell upon it and upon himself, 
he stood a moment in an auitude of haughty 
and silent expectation. White-Bull and his fa- 
ther raided their eyes iu surprise at the sadden 
appearance of their gaest, and in involuntary 
admiration of his herculean figure, the fine pro- 
portions of which were seen to advantage by 
the ruddy glare of the blazing logs. 

" Let Besha tell my brother he is welcome," 
said the old chief, cautiously: "and let him in- 
quire whence he comes, and what he has to 
say." 

** Mah6ga is come," replied (he proud Osage, 
*' from a visit to the pale-faces ?,na the Lenap^ 
women. His hands stre not empty; the shirt, 
the leggins, the belt, the head-aress, and the 
iiorse of a white hunter he has brought as a 
present to the Upsaroka chief. If White-Bull 
will receive the Medicine-weajxm,* the heart of 
Mah^a will be glad." 

White-Bull and his ihther accepted the ofi!er- 
ed presents with every demonstration of satis- 
faction. The latter, again addressing Besha, 
desired him thus to speak : 
' '' Mah6ga forgets that all his goods are in the 
hands of his enemies^oes he keep nothing for 
himselfl'' 

The Osage made no reply, but drawing the 
recent scalp from his belt, and pointing to it, the 
cnife still red with human blood, he smiled 
scornfully, and strode through the camp back 
o his own lodge. His purpose was enected ; 
he had succeeded in his daring exploit, and, al- 
though uncertain of the result of the shot fired 
at Reginald, he had regained some of his influ- 
ence over (be Upsaroka chief and, his intract- 
%ble son. Mah4;a pondered over these things 
In his lodge, as ne mechanically attached the 
scalp of his last-killed foe to a thong, on which 
were already fastened many similar trophies of 
his former prowess. 

His musmgs were soon disturbed by the voice 
of Besha, who entered the lodge, bearing a sack 
of considerable dimensions, which he deposited 
upon the ground. "Mah6ga is a great war- 
rior," said he, greeting the Osage with some- 
thing of the reluctant courtesy which a terrier 
^hows \o a mastiflT; "his name will be heard far 
among the tribes of the Upsaroka nation. The 
3reat Chief wishes to make his Washashe 
brother a present: three horses stand without 
the lodge to carry the followers of Mah§ga on 
thepath of the bison, or of the Lenap6." 

The eye of the chief brightened with fierce 
pleasure at this announcement, as two of his 
lew remaining men were unhorsed, and he satis- 
fied himself, by going to the door of the lodge. 



* At tKe date of ihia tale tlie use of fira-anns waa -very 
little known among the tribes in the neirhboarhood of the 
Rocky Mountains ; and in most of their languages, to this 
4ay, the words by which they espraas ** a rifle" lignifyf 
iwaallj, '* medicine-ww^on," *♦ wondeifoi fire-weapon," 



that the horses pow jHresenled to him were good 
and fit for service. 

*' That is not all," continued the horse-dealer; 
**White-Bull knows that the medicine- weapon 
cannot live without food; he has sent me to of- 
fer this bag to Mah^ga." 

As he spoke Besha opened the sack, and ex- 
posed to. the view of the Osage powder and lead 
sufficient for fifty or sixty shots, and half a 
dozen pair of strong moccasins, such as are 
made by the Crow women for tneir lords. 

" The hand of the Upsaroka is open," said 
Mah6ga ; " tell him that his gifts shall not fall 
upon the ground; the lead shall be buried in 
the hearts of his enemies." 

Besha, havinjg; given to the chief a few brief 
explanations or the hour and the arrangements 
fixed for the night-march, withdrew, and left 
him to communicate them to his followers. 

We must now return tu Reginald Brandon^ 
whom we left engaged in the disagreeable and 
perilous task of pursuing an unseen enemy 
down (he slope of a steep hill in the dark. His 
was not, however, a foot or a heart likely to 
fail him in such ao emergency, and, reckless 
alike of obstacles or of the difficulties in his 
path, he continued his rapid descent, and soon 
found himself among the glades and bushes . 
whence the firing had aroused his attention. 
Advancing with his drawn cutlass still in his 
hand, he stumbled over something, which he 
found to be the prostrate form of a man, and in 
^hom he recognised, by his dress, one of his 
own party. Finding that he coald extract from 
him nothing but broken and muttered sentences . 
about " the devil" and " the darkness," he hast- 
ened on until he reached a spot where he heard 
several voices in earnest conversation ; these . 
he found to be War-Eagle, Wingenund, and • 
Baptiste: and he soon gathered from the latter 
all that he had to tell, which was, that having, 
suddenly heard the crack of a rifle in the camp, 
and then a man rushing through the bushes in 
descending the hill, he had thrown himself ia 
the way of the stranger, who, after nearly blind- 
ing him by the discharge of a pistol in his face. ' 
had darted past him into the thicket below. " t 
fired after nim,** continued the honest Guide^, 
*^ both pistol and rifle, but I scarcely think I hit 
him, for, on reaching the edge of the timber, t 
could just distinguish a horseman crossing the 
prairie at full speed to the Crow camp; 'tis a 
Dad business, but I fear there is worse yet be- 
hind." 

" How mean you V* inquired Reginald. 

"Why, I fear some foul play in our own 
camp : the fellow who shot the pistol at me was 
one of our party." 

*' Impossible t" said Reginald ; " I will not be- 
lieve it." 

« Neither would I, if I could help It," replied 
the Guide ; "but dark as it was, I could plainly 
see the fur-cap and elk-shirt upon him ; whoev- 
er it was, he joined Mah^ga on the prairie, for 
the Washashe shouted h& cursed warwhoop 
aloud to insult us." 

Wingenund here whispered a few words t» 
War-Eagle, who replied, "Right, my young 
brother, let us visit the posts and the fires, we 
shall soon see who is missing." 

While the chief, with the aid of Pierre and 
Baptiste, undertook this^ask, Reginald returned, 
accompanied by Wingenund, to the spot where 
he had stumbled over the wounded man. Thej 
ibund him seated in the same place, but bit 
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lenses had reltinied, and with the exception of 
^ severe braises on the head, they, were glad 
to learn that he was uninjared. He could give 
no account of what had passed farther than that 
already given by Baptiste. He had been pros- 
trated and stanned by a heavy blow from some 
one descending the hill with great rapidity ; he 
also stated his impression that he had*aistia- 
; gaished the dress of a white hunter. 

The result of the investigation may of course 
be anticipated; the unfortunate owner of the 
wolf-skin cap was suspected of having plotted 
with Mah^ga, and (after aiding him in an at- 
tempt to murder Reginald) of having gone off 
with x>ne of the best horses to the Crow camp. 
Such was the conjecture of some, and if there 
were others who guessed more nearly at the 
truth, their opinions were for the present re- 
aerved ; it being, however, impossible to make 
farther inquiry until daylight, the different par- 
ties retired to their respective quarters, and Re- 
ginald again sought tne tent to give to Prairie- 
bird an account of what had passed, and to as- 
sure her of his safe return. At the first sound 
of his voice she came forth, and listened with 
breathless attention to his brief narration. The 
watch-fire had been fed with fresh fuel, and its 
light falling upon her countenance, enabled her 
lover to siee the intense anxiety which it express- 
ed ; a handkerchief, hastily folded like a turban, 
covered her head, and a dark Mexican mantle 
was thrown over ner shoulders ; her hand trem- 
bled in his, and a slight shudder passed through 
her frame as he mentioned the name of Ma- 
h^ga. 

" Nay, dearest," said Reginald, " I shall grieve 
indeed, if the name of that hateful savage hath 
power so to move and disturb your peace. Fear 
nim not : believe me, we shall vet defeat all 
his attempts; whether of hidden fraud or open 
force.** 

\ ** There is no room, dear Reginald, for thoughts 
of fear for the future in my heart, 'tis already 
full, too full, of jg;raiitude for the past ; you are 
agiin by my side, safe and unhurt. Yet, me- 
thinks, I am sadly changed of late ! A short 
time since, the report of the rifle, the arrow's 
hissing path, brought no terror to my ear, and 
BOW 1 tremble when I hear them f Will you 
not regret having chosen a coward for your 
bride r 

*' Perhaps I may," said Reginald, "when the 
thirsty summer-grass regrets being moistened 
by the dew of heaven ; when, the watchful moth- 
er regrets that she has borne the infant by whose 
cradle she is seated; when the miser regrets 
having discovered an unsuspected treasure ; and 
the weary traveller regrets having found a fresh 
spring amid the burning sands of the desert ; 
then may I perhaps regret having chosen Prai- 
rie-bird to be to my thirsting heart its summer- 
dew, its firstling, its treasure, its fountain of ex- 
haustless joy and love I" 

Although it was not the first time that she had 
received the assurance of his affection, her ear 
drank it in with delight; the repetitions of Love 
have for his votaries perpetual freshness and 
variety. 

'* How lil-tr-swaet loaavd loffw«' tongusi bjr aiglit !* 

So says one of the fairest creations of the 
Great interpreter of human passion ; yet it is 
only to each other that these voices do so sweet- 
ly-sound; to others less interested, their par- 
Uuee is apt to seem dull and monotonous. 



Neither would a dinner of honey or Ouarft j«l- 
Iv alone be more nauseous and disappointfng ic 
the appetite of a hungry man than a volume 
filled with love-letters, or love-speeches, to one 
in search of literary food. Daly impressed with 
this truth, we will spare any further detail of 
the conversation that passed between Regi- 
nald and his betrothed, and will content cur- 
selves with relating that, aAer more than one 
" Good-night !" such as only lovers know, Prai- 
rie-bird retired into her tent, with her thoughts 
so absorbed in* one object that she was scarcely 
conscious of the affectionate attentions of her 
faithful Lita, or of the watchful care of young 
Wingenund, who took his accustomed -station 
at the entrance to the outer division of his sis- 
ter's canvass dwelling. 

An hour before the dawn the wakeful yonih 
arose and looked abroad ; the pale and expiring 
fires of the opposite camp were still distinctly 
visible ; but uis practised ear missed the usual 
sounds of Indian life— the hum of men, Uie cries 
of children, and the barking of curs. Having 
learned the use of Reginald's spy-glass, he took 
it down from the peg on which it was suspend- 
ed, and examined the opposite hill. As the 
light of day gradually advanced^ and objects bs- 
came more easily distinguishable, his suspicions 
became confirmed, and he resolved no longer to 
delay communicating them to War-Eagle. He 
found the chllf seated at the door of his lo4Re, 
in an attitude which he at first mistook for 
slumber, but it proved to be one of deep medita- 
tion ; for, on the youth's approach he looked up, 
and said, in the gentle tone in which he alwaya 
addressed his beloved brother, 

*< Wingenund is a-foot before the sun: have 
his ears or eyes been open during the night 1** 

" They have," said tne youth, gravely ; *« and 
the words that he brings to his brother are aoc 
good." 

'* The Wolfcap hunter Is gone to the TTpsa 
roka camp ; that is bad news ; is there an j 
worse?" 

"Wingenund knows nothing of the Woltotp 
hunter : but the TTpsaroka camp is like the vil- 
lage of the Lenapi on the prairies of the east; 
there remains in it neither man, nor woman, 
nor child !" 

War-Eagle sprang upon his feet, and hastily 
desiring wingenund to summon Repaid, Bap- 
tiste, and Pierre to council, he descended the 
hill to the spot where his horses were fastened, 
and throwing himself upon the back of the 
swiAest, he galloped at iuU speed towards the 
opposite camp. As he approached it, he began 
to suspect that its apparent desertion might be 
only a manoeuvre to draw his party into an am< 
bush, wherefore he wheeled his horse and^made 
a circuit round the base of the hill, at such a 
distance as to be secure from the arrow or ball 
of any marksman hidden among the bushes. 
As he gained a spot whence the expanse of prai- 
rie was open to his view towards the south-west, 
he saw a body of horsemen retreating rapidljr in 
that direction ; they were already several miles 
from the camp, and he rightly conjectured them 
to be the rear-guard of the retiring enemy. 

The main-body had marched early in th« 
night, and only a score of the best mounted had 
been left to walk up and down by the fires, tc 
talk aloud, and thus to prevent any suspicion 
of their movements finom enterla^ the Delaware 
camp. 

Vexed and disappointed| the chief retumed a» 
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^ftbfty, nAAth lie IMM fA eonflisioii and di»- 
mvf, fiom their hayting jtist discovered the body 
ef the aDfortunate Wolf-cap hoDter, one of his 
jomfMiBions having Tisited the ralley before 
mentioned, in search of the missing horse and 
arrettel 

The DiTStery was now cleared up, and the 
rath fashed upon them diat Mah6ea, dressed 
Ji the clothes of their slain comraoe, had ac» 
vally come within their posts, and, after a de- 
Jiberate attempt to shoot Reginald, had singed 
the beard of Baptiste, knocked down another of 
their party, stolen one of their best horses, and 
escaped in triumph to his camp I 

It may well be imagined how snch a compli- 
cation of injary and insalt aggrarated the hatred 
which they already entertained towards the 
Osage. Yet were there many among the rough 
and hardy men present, who could not prevent 
^ling a secret admiration of his daring and 
successful exploit 



CHAPTER XLL 

llfiMeiivni cJeTiies a Flan for the Liberation of hit Friends, 
and teeki to obtain by Means equally uinistial and eilect- 
ire tke CoHiperatiea of the one-eyed Hone-dealeT.— A 
iVirther Marcn into Am Moqntaiai.— Wingennad pays a 
Viait to kia Fiiends, and tbe Latter make acgnnintanoe 
with a strange Ckancter. 

It was about a week after the events related 
in the preceding chapter, that, in a deep roman- 
tic 0etif apparently locked in by impassable 
monntains, there sate a hunter bttsfiy engaged 
in changing the flint of his rifle, it having just 
missed fire, and thereby lost him a fine chance 
of lilling a bighorn, or mountain sbe^p ; his 
countenance expressed little of the disappoint- 
ment which would have been felt by a younger 
man on such an occasion, and its hari6h, coarse 
features would have led any observer to believe 
that their possessor was habituated to occupa- 
tions less generous and harmless than those of 
the chase. 

As he flted a fresh flint into the lock of his 
rifle^ he hummed, or rather grunted, in a low 
ton^ a kind of chaunt, which was a mixture of 
halfa score different tunes, and as manv various 
dialects, but from the careless deliberation with 
which be went oh with his work, it was easy to 
perceive that his mind was otherwise occupied. 

whatever might have been his reflections, they 
were suddenly mterrupted by a hand laid upon 
his shoulder, which made him start as if he had 
been stung by a serpent. Springing to his feet, 
and instinctively dropping the muzzle of his rifle 
to the breast of his unexpected visitor, he ex- 
claimed, after a momentary pause, " Does Win- 
genund come as a ftriend or an enemy V* 

"IJeither," replied the youth, scornfully. 
**Wingenund has no frienoship for a forked 
tongue ; and if he had come as an enemy, Besha 
would not now have been alive to ask tne Ques- 
tion; 'twas as easy to shoot him as to toucn his 
ihoulder." 

"For what tiwn is he cornel*^ inquired the 
noise-dealer, who, althoash somewhat abashed 
at this reproof, was not cHsposed to endure the 
tone of superiority assumed towards him by the: 
young Delaware. 

** He is come lo speak to Besha, and then to 
return ; this is not a place to throw away woida 
and time." 



'* Indeed it is not, for Wingeaund knows tbu 
his enemies are within hearing of a rifle shot«'' 
** There may be other rifles nearer tha? Besha 
thinln," replied the youlh drily. " Wingenuad 
is not a bird ; wherever he goes friends can SaH^ 
low him." 

The horse-dealer cast an uneasy glanc4 
around, and muttered half aloud, " If W iugs^ 
nund is not a bird, I knownot how he came' to , 
this place unseen by the Upsaroka scouts, who r 
are abroad in every quarter V* ^ 

To this Wingenund deigned no reply, but eor 
tered at once upon the business upon which iw 
had come. As he explained his proposal tb« 
single eye of his auditor seemed to dilate with 
unteigned astonishment, and at its conclusion he 
shook his head, saying, *' It cannot be I the mad 
spirit has entered my young brother's head. 
Besha would do much to serve his friends, but 
this would hold a kni£s to the cord of his own 
life I" 

'< The knife is there already,", said the youth, 
sternly^; " Besha has told lies to Netis and to 
War-Eagle, and unless he makes good his first 
words, their knife or bullet sh^l find him on the 
mountain or in the wood, or in the midst of tha 
Upsaroka oamp." 

For an instant Besha was tempted to rush upon 
the boU speaker and trust the issue to his suoe- 
rior strength, but the quiet eye of the young Dela- 
ware was fixed upon him with an expression so 
fearless and resolved, that he involuntarily quail- 
ed before it, and as he was endeavouring t^ 
frame some further excuse, the vooth continued 
in a tone of voice less stern, " Let Besba's ears 
be open, it is not yet too late; if be chooses t» 
be iFiends with Netis, Wingenund can teU hiaa 
some news that will be good for the peraoi; , 
whom he loves best." i 

''And who may that be 1" said the hol^e-daal^ ^ 
er, doubtless surprised at the youth's preiendiiig 
to a knowledge of his affections. 

" Hinseli;'^ was the brief reply. 

The horsestealer's eye twinkM with a comie 
expressioD, and a broad grin sat upon his conii^ 
tenance. '< Supposing that my young biDtheils 
woids are true, what is the good newcir' thnt iie 
hastolettl" 

" If the white prisoners are given back unhutt 
to their friends, the lodge of Besha shall be mala 
full of gifts than any lodge on the banks of iba 
great southern river ;• if not, the mountain wolves 
shall gnaw his bones before the change .of 'ai^ 
other moon t let him choose for himself." 

''My brofhei^s words are big," replied the 
horse-dealer, striving to overcome the efi^ pri>- 
duoed upon him by the threat of the Delaware 
youth. '* The tongues of women are very brave; 
if the Washashe tell the troth, not many sum- 
mere have passed since the Lenape were a wom- 
an-people." 

The blood of the young chief boiled within 
him at this insulting allusion to an era in the 
history of his tribe which has already been ex- 
plained to the reader, and had he followed hia 
first fierce inajMilse he would have instantly . 
avenged the afiront in the Mood of the speaker, \ 
but he never lost sight of the object for wnich he I 
had so long sought an interview with the horse- 
dealer, wherefore he controlled his rislrg pas- 
sion, and veplied, "Wingenund comes with this 
message from those who not many days ago 
drove the* Washashe and the Upsaroka Iroia 

* Ae Arlsms 
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tiMlr vtfotk^ etmp: Besha nay judge vhtther 
they are women or warriors." 

The horse-dealer felt, if he did not own, the 
Justice of the reproof; he knew also that the 
greater portion of the coveted goods were in the 
possession of War-£agle's party, and he was 
willing enough to conciliate them, provided he 
«oald ensare a safe retreat from the anger of the 
Orows, in the event of his intrigue being discov- 
ered hy them. 

Moved by these considerations, he said, in an 
undecided tone, "My young brother must not 
lorget that the edge of the knife is on the cord of 
his life ; if Besha agrees to his proposal, and the 
Orows discover him, he will be torn in pieces 
like a wounded elk among wolves." 

'* The life of Wingenund is like the breath of 
tiie mountain breeze,'' answered the youth ; '* it is 
in the hands of the Great Spirit, to move and 
send it whither he pleases. Let Besha taste this 
black water," he added, drawing from his belt a 
small bottle, " it is very wonderful.*' 

The horse-dealer took the phial, which con* 
tained a strong, and not ^ery palatable mixture, 
which had been borrowed by Wingenund from 
Ills sister's chest of medicine; but iie declined 
tasting it, shaking his head in a manner that 
gave the youth to understand that he suspected 
something of a hurtful or poisonous nature. 

" Let not Besha be afraid," said the youth, 
scornfully; " the tomahawk and the rifle are the 
death- weapons of the Lenap6, they war not with 
iN&d-waters 1" and as he spoke he curank a portion 
«f the dark and distasteful liquid. 

It would now have been held, according to In- 
dian custom, an act of unpardonable cowardice 
Ib Besha had he any longer hesitated to taste 
the pledge, and whatever doubts or scruples he 
might in secret have entertained, he concealed 
them, and drank ofT the remaining contents of 
te phial. 

As soon as he had awallowed them, the yonth, 
pointing up to the sky. said, with much aofemni- 
tf, ** Now Wingenund and Besha are before the 
<jheat Spirit, and they must beware what they 
do. This dark- water was given into their hands 
hf the Medicine of the white tent ; it is made up 
by Prairie-bird from a thousand unknown herte; 
it is harmless to the good, imt it is poison to the 
forked tongue ( Has Besha ever heard of the sick- 
ness which makes the skin like a honey-comb; 
which spares neither woman, warrior, nor child ; 
sQmI in the course of half a moon turns a power- 
ful tribe into a feeble ^nd exhausted hand?" 

'' He kta heard of it," replied the^iorse^ealer, 
irembling from head to foot at this allusion to 
ttfat /etf disease^* which had .already begim its 
jfearful ravages among the Indian nations, and 
has since fulfilled to the very letter the descrip- 
tion given of it by the Delaware vouth. Its ori- 
gin and causes were unknown, its cure beyond 
their skill | it is not therefore to be wondered at 
if they looked upon it with a mysterious dread. 

"Yes," continuetl Wingenund, "if truth is on 
the lips and in the heart of Besha, the medicine- 
-water will be good for him and make him strong. 
If he thinks of falsehood, and lies spring up in 
liis heart, but he overcomes the bad spirit within, 
mnd treads it under his foot, then will the medi- 
cine-water give him pain for a short time^ hut he 
will recover and be stronger than before: and if 
his lips and heart continue full of deceit, diseases 
sind sofes shalt come so thica upon his skin that 

* SmiOl-pHc. , 



he shall die among tbqw ndc^ llie imngij 
and the turkey-buzzard shall feinse to come 
the polluted carcase." 

Such, or nearly such, was the warning threat 
which the youth held forth in the bold and %- 
urative language of his tribe; and although Ba^ 
sha could not with justice be called a cowvdy 
and was superior to many of the supereiitiuns of 
the Indian nations, stiM he had heard such weilr 
authenticated accounts of the miraculous power 
of the Great Medicine of the tent, that the words 
of Wingenund produced all, aW more than all, 
the effect he had anticipated. 

" It shall be done," said Besha, in a subdued 
tone; "let Wingenund tell Olitipa that the lios 
and the heart of her friend will be true, and let 
him desire her to speak to the Great Spirit, that 
the medicine- water may not hurt him. BeshA. 
will be true; if the Crows discover and kill 
Wingenund, the hands of Besha shall be cl''^ 
of his blood." 

" Let the words of Wingenund remain in Be- 
sha's ears ; let his tongue and his path be straight, 
and the hearts and hands of the Lenape will be 
open to him. At two hours after nightfall* 
Wingenund will be here again.*' 

So saying, the youth turned, and darting 
through some low bushes, clambered up ths 
steep and rocky bed of a mountain-torrent witk 
the activity of a mountain-cat 

Besha followed with his eyes the light form o«. 
the young Delaware, until it disappeared behind 
a tall cliff that projected so far across the narrow 

S>ilge as completely to hide its existence from, 
e observation of any one traversing the valley, 
while its rugged and precipitous front might have 
deterred the boldest nunter from attempting the 
passage. The horse-dealer then shoulaered his 
ri file, and resumed slowly to the Crow camp, 
distant about a mile, revolving as he went aloi^ 
various schemes for ensuring the gratitude of 
the Delawares, without forfeiting the friendship 
of those with whom he was now allied, 

Wingenund had rightly estimated the probalile 
nature and quality of his reflections, and sundry 
sharp twitches which he felt in his stomack 
served to remind* .him pf the dangerous liquid 
which h contained. Warned by these sensa- 
tions^ he made up his mind to obey the Great 
Medicine of the tent, and for the present, at least, 
to be faithful to the promise made to Wingenund. 

The Delaware youth pursued his way up the 
rough and craggy gorge until he reached a cave 
that be had noticed on his descent as likely to 
afford shelter and a secure retreat Here he 
stopped ; and ensconcing himself in a dark re- 
cess, whence be could, without being himself 
discovered, see any one passing before the aper- 
ture, he threw himself on the ground, and draw- 
ing from his belt a few slices of dried bison- 
meat, he made his frugal meal, and quenched 
his thirst from a streamlet that trickled down tht 
face of the rock behind him. While resting him- 
self, he indulged in hopes and r«!veries suited W 
his enthusiastic nature; he was new enga^eu 



* It has befon been mentioned that the Ainaxae r d ao 
tation of time vary extremely in the Indian tri've* ; thoar- 
who have had mueh comitieree with the Whit->a Utaveeda 
ed worda wunrmnn to what ws danorn'mate K'orM \ bal tii» 
tnbea of the Far-weateni prairies usually express the ana- 
ceasite periods of the ni^ht by resting f «e cheek upon tht 
hand fn a recambent posture, and thei», h tding ap the fore- 
finger and thumb in the form of a cr«s0ea% tbdy skew, faj- 
tiif naaber of roatioiiB wtiiffli th«\ nux^ in pointiar to the 
^y, Um noniber of hooia or wa^at as after aiq^htfaU w%tcb 
wtj win to indicate. 
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'in an eiiterpriiso such ni he had often heard re- 
-eorded in the soDgs of the Lenap6 warriors; he 
^as aboac to trust himself alone in the midst of 
^a hostile camp, and to risk his life for the liber- 
ation of his early benefactor and the friend of 
'his adopted brother; he felt the spirit of his fa- 
thers stir within his breast, 
f "If I escape," said he to himself, "they shall 
•escape with me ; and if I die, I will not die alone, 
and the name of Wingenund shall not be for- 
gotten among the warriors of his tribe." 

In these and similar meditations he beguiled 
the hours until darkness overspread the earth, 
tmd the time of the appointed rendezvous drew 
nigh ; then, once more emerging from the cave, 
lie picked his way cautiously amopg the rocks, 
mnd at length found himself at the spot where 
he had parted from Besha. Having purposely 
concealed his rifle in the cave, he was now arm- 
ed only with a knife and a small pistol, which 
he carried in his belt. 

The night was cold and boisterous; dark 
clouds hung around the mountain-peaks, and 
chased each other in rapid succession over the 
iAisc of the moon, while a fitful gust of wind 
swept down the rocky glens, whistling as they 
inssed among the branches of the scathed pines 
which were thinly scattered in that wild and 
flesolate region. 

He had not waited long when he heard the 
tound of approaching footsteps, and straining 
liis keen sight to its utmost power, he recogni- 
sed Besha, who came not alone, but accompa- 
nied by another man. 

[ Although this was an addition to the corapa- 
tty that he did not expect, the youth came fear- 
^ssly. forward, his quick apprehension euggest- 
Sng to trim that if treachery had been intended 
*Jte horse-dealer's companion would have been 
"^soncealed. After exchanging a sign of reeog- 
lition, Wingenund led the way to a deep recess 
which be had noted in a rock at no great dis- 
tance, where they collected and kindled a few 
«ticks of withered juniper and sage, which sup- 
plied them with warmtn and light without ren- 
-dering the place of their colloquy visible from 
the valley below. 

* By the light of the fire Wingenond obaerred 
"With surprise that the horse-dealer's companion, 
a lad of nearly his own size and stature, had only 
^one eye, the cavity of the other being covered 
<iN^ith a patch of cloth ; his complexion wa$ of a 
lue so swarthy, that it evidently contained an 
'admixture of the negro race; and his hair, 
though' not woolly, was coarse, Ion?, and ma^ 
ted, diflering entirely in its texture from that of 
^he tribes of purely Indian blood. He was 
Wrapped in a tattered blanket, and stood apart, 
4iKe one conscious of his inferiority of station. 
TTo account for his appearance, without enter- 
ing at len^h into the explanations given b^ 
the horse-dealer to Wingenund, it will be sum- 
"Clent to state that the latter had proposed to en- 
ter the Grow camp in a female dress, and to find 
an opportunity, as an inmate of his lodge, for 
communicating with Paul MiiHer and Ethelston. 

* As soon as Besha once made up his mind to 
Ibrward the scheme, he resolved to do so with as 
Ilf:t1e risk of discovery as possible. Happening 
tc have in his lodge a slave, a captive taken in a 
Jiorse-stealing skirmish among the Comanches, 
whu was nearly the same age as Wingenund, 
he thought that the youth might ptrvonate him 
tnore easily than he could imitate the gait and 
ai^pearaaee <tf a voma. 



Many were the voltes ainbn^ the Or>ws abotu 
the one-e^ed Besna,> and his one-eyed slave. 
The latter had jost his eye bv the point of an ar- 
row, in the same skirmish which tare w him into 
Besha's power; and being a cunning and dex- 
terous lad, he soon grew into favour with his 
new master, who frequently employed him as a 
spy, and found him extremely useful in stealing, 
marking, and disguising horses for him. 

Wingenund saw at once the drift of Besha's 
project, and they lost no time in carrying it int« 
eflfect. The exchange of dress was msule in a 
few seconds, and the horse-dealer then drew from 
his pouch a small bladder containing ointment 
with which he stained the youths hands and 
face, fastening at Uie same time a patch over his 
left eye. Wingenmid then desired Besha to walk 
n'p and down, and mak with the lad, that he 
might earefully note his movements, and die in- 
tonation of his voice. This ol»ervation he con- 
tinued for some time, until he thought himself 
tolerably perfect in his lesson. There remained, 
however, one point on which he still- felt himself 
very insecure against detection. On his ex> 
plaining this to Besha, the latter grinned, and 
drawing from under his vest a toid-dress of 
false hair, ragged and matted as that of his slave, 
he plaeed it on the head of Wingenund. The 
youth felt his disguise was now complete; and 
retaining his own knife and small pistol in his 
belt, threw the tattered blanket over his shoulder, 
and prepared to accompany Besha to his lodge. 

The latter having instructed the slave to keep 
himself concealed amon? the ibclra for a ftw 
days, and having provided him with a smal. bag 
of provisions, returned slowly towards the Crow 
camp, giving to his young companion by the 
way such hints as he deemed necessary for his 
safety. Fortunately jfbr Wingenund, the lad 
whom he personated was known by the Crowa 
to be ignorant of their language, so there was no 
great risk of bis being betray^ by his speech. 

As they picked their way slowly along the base 
of the rugged- hills which frowned over the val- 
ley, they eame to a spot where a fisw stuntea 
pmes threw a daikar shadow across their path. 
To one of these was attached a horse, which 
Wingenund unfastened by desire of Besha, and 
led it after him by the halter. 

As they reached the outposts of the camp Be- 
sha was addressed by several of the sentries, to 
whom he explained his night expedition, by in- 
forming them that he had Seen with his slave to 
recover a horse that had strayed. They were 
perfectly satisfied with this explanation, it being 
of very frequent occurrence that both master and 
man returned by day and by night with horns 
that they had « recovered;" the latter word being 
in the Crow dialect almost. If not quite, synony- 
mous' with "stolen." 

The lodge of Besha was pitched next to that 
of White-Boir, in which E(helston and Paul 
Mtiller were confined. His entrance caused ao 
disturbance among its slumbering inmates; and 
Wingenund, fore-armed with the requisite local 
information, tied up the horse beside its fellowst 
and nestling himself into his allotted comer, laid 
himself down to rest as eomposedly as if he' had 
been in his usual quarters in the outer divisioa 
of his sister's tent. 

While Wingenund was thus carrying his jnof- 
eet into efi^ct, his friends fulfilled the intention 
they had formed of marching fnitbtr into the 
mountains. 

**l>iar Phdria-biRH" sild Reginald, aa tbtf 
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miBt be modi uMgliad U/ Uils m march. I 
Beyer amid bane belieiQd Ibat « Iioiie» tueaiiiisi 
A female rider» coiiM li«?e croffied that rocky 
Vusbw which we entered ibia valley." 

'* The horse deaenrce more praiae than the ri- 
der, Reginald ; aad Nekimi aeemed quite aware 
tliat his master attached a higher price to his 
boiihen than it was woith, for he put bis feet so 
BtMj and gently down, that I need not have 
feaifd bis sapping, eren had be not been led by 
one yet more gentle and earefnl than himself." 

" it was, however, a severe trial. Prairie-bird," 
replied her lover; '* fi>r yon reiMmber tbatLita's 
mnle stumbled, and neaiiv fell with her over that 
fearful precipice 1 but Nekimi is unmatched for 
speed and soreneas of foot, and is of so ^nerons 
and affectionate a nature that 1 love him moie 
than I ever thought I could have loved a quad- 
n^Md. When we leton to Moosbanae, be shall 
be npaid for all his fiiilbful service ; warm shall 
be hft stable, wait bis litter, and. his beloved mis* 
mss shall sometimes give him com with her 
own fhir hand, in lemembranoe of these days of 
hardshiper' 

At the mention of his home, the cheek of 
Prairie-bird colonred with an emotion which 
that sul^ct never failed to ezdte. Reginaklob- 
aerved it, aini said to bar, in a halPjesting tone, 
*< Confess now, deaicnt, have yon not a longing 
desire to see that home of which i have so often 
spoken to yon 1" 

"It appears to me so like a dfeam, that I 
acaroely dare let my thooghts dwell upon it I 
But your siHer, of whom wingennnd told me 
so mnob, I hope she will love mel" 

Regioaid bmhls dark eyes nnon her counte* 
mmce with a» expression that aaid, as plainly as 
words eould speak i%, "How could any one see 
Hiee, and fail to Jove, tlise!" Then turning the 
eonvemation to Wincenund, he replied, "Two 
days have now elapsca since your young brother 
vent upon ids danarrons expedition ; I bogin to 
!bel most anxious,for his aa&tv." . 

** With grief I saw him ga^ lor ev^ if be suc- 
ceeds in seejng'andapeakinff with the Black Pa- 
thar, 1 canaot taM what advantage wiU come 
fkwn,it." 

" They may perhapa deviae eome scheme for 
eampe, and wifi at all events he oomfoited by 
the asBurance that their ficiends are near and 
mtchfttL Thne anveral times on the march 
hither had we made our plans for attacking the 
aamp, and rescuing thenii but Che hateful Alah^ 

Sa was always on bis gnasd, and bad posted 
Unaelf in snob a manner that we could not ap* 
fveach without iaenniag severe loss. War-Ea* 
|le has himself owned thai the Osage has con- 
dneted this retreat with wondeiful skill What 
a pity that so great a villain should possess such 
high qualities!" 

"ir he were noi in the camp of the Crows," 
aaid Prairie-bird, " my beloved &ther, and your 
fidend would have be«n aet (bee long ago ; cmel- 
tp and revenge are his pleaaues, and his hand is 
ever ready to shed blood." 

^ He will doubtless do all in his power to pre- 
vant their liberation; and if bis malignant eve 
ahoold detect the presence of Wingeaund, he 
would represent the brave youth as a spy, and 
mg9 the Crows to destroy htm." 

*< I trust much to Wingenmidfa skill, but moKv 
ah! bow ntuch more, to the protection of Him* 
at whose word the strongest bars and bolts are 
fMkaat, aad<the fttiWM>f imniaHfipm tharlmba^ 
of tne captive!'* 



yoUf dearest PraSde^biid, t^nsliabimaify to>?(W 
IIP to beaten amid ^ the tiials and tipobles «r 
earth 1" 

« How would it be possible to do otherwise 1** 
she replied, looking up in his lace with an e3(- 

Eression of innocent surprise; "Can any one 
Kik upon the flowers of the prairie, the beauty 
of the swift antelope, the shade of the v^ey% 
the hills and snow-i;lad monniains, the sao, tha 
moon, and the thousand thousand worlds at)ove^ 
and yet not worsi^ip Him who framed themi" 

"I grant you, dearest," he replied, "that no ' 
masonable being could consider those tilings 
without ezperienciog the emotions that you de 
scribe, yet many, very manv, will not consider 
them ; stiU fewer are there who refer the thoughtiy 
actions* and events of daily liie lo an evor-presr 
eat, overruling Providence." 

"Surely the^r can never have read this hook," 
she said, pointing to the volume which waa her 
constant companion; "or they mast ieel ever 
grateful for past mercies, pesent benefits^ and 
the blessed promises of the future revealed in it I" 

For a moment Reginald cast his eyes upon the 
ground, conscience reminding him of many oc- 
casions on which be had been led by tempiation 
and car^easness to wander from those ordinan" 
ces and precepts of religion whicl^ he respected 
and afmioved; al length he replieid, " True, my 
beloved, but the human heart is a treacberoua^ 
guide, and often betrays into errors which xaaaoJa 
and revelation would alike condemn." 

" It ma^ be so among the cities and crowded 
haunts of men, of which 1 know noihii^ beyond 
what 1 have read, and what the hiasS. Father 
has taught me; yet I cannot understand how a \' 
loving heart can be, in such cases, a treac^roua 
guide. Is it not sweet to serve one whom wa 
love on earthy to think of him, to bless him, to ^ 
follow where he points the way, to afford him 
pleasure, to fulfil nis wishes even before they arr 
aapressed I If such feelings be sweet and natur 
rai towards one frail and imperfoct as ourselves 
why should the heart refuse to entertain them to> 
waids ihe one perfect Being, oar evexvpresaOl 
Benefactor, the Fountain of Love 1" 

Agiin Reginald was silent, the impassioned eU 
oquence of her eyea told him bow her heart ciwh 
flowed with feelings but fainUy shadowed in her 
simple language ; and he desired rather to shaxe 
than to shake her creed. Why shonid he tell he^. 
that in spite of all the incentives of hope anjjE 
gratitude, in spite of all the aivuments of reaaonr 
and the truths of revelation, tae great majori^ 
of the so-called Christian worU pursued their 
daily course of business or amnsement as if tha 
present were the substance of life, and Etemiur 
a dream 1 Reginakl felt his own heart softener* 
purified, and exalted by communion with the- 
aentle being at his side ; the cares and troubles of 
life might perhaps disturb at some future time 
the current c^ her lot, but her faith was buiU 
upon a Rock that would not be shaken, and his 
spirit already sympathizing with hers, experi- 
enced a new and delightful sensation of happiness. 

He might have iMulged loager in this blissful 
reverie, tod. not his ear caoght the sound of an 
approaching footstep; he turned quickly, an4 
recognising the light ibrm of WinaenuLd, ex- 
claftxied, ^See, Prairierblnl, our dear young 
bro-lier saftly returned! Mav ail your other 
hojicful aaticipatJons be as happily realizedl 
Spe^, Wingennnd ; kt ua ue^^r huw yuu nava 
sped in your diflicnlt n^iil dangf rrmg mifiwonl* 
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'jvords^we «mMswiwtlie4bma4oClHsalo» 
ry if|ier»weleftiit^:teiii9 dmsenftUed lo relatp 
various ]Hiitiealatis 'vfhAoli Jlxs HMdee^ induoed 

A| the fint dam of.daj he iookadiDand th^ 
hoi!se>4ea)er'ft lodges <^<^ made a survey of its in- 
nates* la .the nntrm lay Besba himself^ and by 
hiaaide a squaw iiom one of the soothem tribes, 
who ha^'been the.companiOD of his rambles and 
expeditions for many years. B^dnd them there 
slept^ or seemed to sleepy a youth, whose appear* 
ause indicated that he also belonged to a south- 
em >elime, and tiiat some Mexican blood ran in 
his veias; his leatoies were finely formed, his 
complexion darker than that of a northern Indi» 
an,^and a ahoit mastaehio began to shade his 
v«per lip; his etres were small, but piercing, and 
black as jet, and scaieely was the light sufficient 
to Tender cUsttegoisbable the olgects in the lodge 
efeiiis quick gaxe fiiU upon Wingenund, with an 
expiessioik that coBVinoed the latter that the plot 
hod been confided to him. These were the only 
imsates of the lodge, which was filled with van* 
o«s indications of its owner's success in trade, 
paahages and bales be^^g piled themln to a eon* 
siderable height 

Agreeafcfy to the plan preconcerted by Besha, 
hie 'Wife 'inFited Bendiiig-willow to come to her 
in the course of the morning; and, on her arri- 
val, set beibie her some caius of m4.ize, sweet- 
ened with sugar,— a luxury equally new and 
ameable to the Uesaffoka bride. Further civil- 
imq beyond these intevehangeable by signs were 
pvedaded between ihem, by the cireomstance of 
theiit being eaoh entirely ignorant of the other's 
laAgoage; but the ofibring of a string of blue 
beads tiket the cakes completed the triumph of 
the hostess in the good gmces of her guest 

Beeba did not kee this favourable opportani* 
ty ibr calltoig the attention of the latter to the 
eiibjeclof the prisoners^ in whose behalf he ex* 
pfessed a hope that the wottid use her best ex- 
ertloDs. 

Bending-wfilow smiled, and said that she was 
a woman, and had no power in the oouncil of 
the tribe. 

The crafty hone^lealepsaw at a glance how 
the assertion was belied by the smile, and re- 
plied. 

'' When White-Ballq>eak8, the t»aves listen : 
wh«n Bending- willow speaks, does not White- 
Bull Hsten too r 

The Upsaroka beauty looked down and count- 
ed the beads upon her new bracelet, with an ex- 
prssskm of countenance which encouraged Besha 
to proceed. ** These white men are of no use in 
the Upsaroka camp; they eat and drink, and kill 
no game. If they are sent back to their own 
people, the lodge of White-Bull will be full of 
presents, and the women will say, 'Look at 
Bending-willow; she is dressed like the wife of 
a great chief I" a 

By these, and similar arguments, the Crow 
bride was easily induced to connive at the plot 
laid fipr the liberation of the prisoners. Being a 
good-natured creature, and feeling that the kind- 
ness of Prairie-bird to ner had been ill-requited, 
fthe wasihe more willing to favour the white 
pe6ple, and only held Besha to the promise that 
n contriving taeir escape ho injury should be 
done lo &e person or property of any bf her 
tribe. 

With the ass i sta n ee of B e ndin y-willow, Win- 
genmiQ lAuna seven*. eppoRunities ot conver- 



the camp was so strictly guarded that theriMn]^ 
not denne akiy jplanthaLseemed iQipcomise sue-- 
cess, while a faiiiiie .wtas sure. So hring upon 
them mere xigid oenfiaementi if not a seveier 
and mom enmmeiy puoisbmiint. Wan^^Hmnd 
was authorised by Besha to comfort them with 
tiie aasunace that they had M true friend in 
White*Ball's faride^aad thatthey .wereqjuite saft 
fiom the malignant designs qC Mah^ga. On the 
ether. hand, the hofse'^iealer positively refused, 
under present circiwwtances, to. incur the risk ol 
aiding their eecape while the position of the^ 
camp was so un£svoanble for it, and the Crow 
sentries were kept iao much on the alert by the 
immediate vicinity of War-Eagle's par^. 

Under tbsse circnmstances, the youth had 
slipped asray by night to consult withLhis friends- 
whether the liberatioQ of the prisoners should be~ 
attempted by force, or whetaer it might not be- 
more advisable to throw the Ciows off their 
guard by'diaoontittuiag the pursuit, aiui leavuig. 
it to the ingenuity of Wingenund to devise a plan 
ibr their .eseape. 

These two ahematives having been duly dis- 
cussed in council, it was almost unanhmously 
agreed to adopt the latter : and Wiagennnd pre* 
pared again to letnin to his perilous post, hay- 
mg received irom War-£aele, Reginald, and 
Prairie-bird the praises which his skill and en* 
tttprise had so well deserved. 
Hue did net foiget to take with him a small, 
snpply of beads and trinkets, which be eonceal- 
ed in his belt, and whioh were destined to- se» 
otKe the continned favour of Bending*wilk>wv 

As soon as he was cone, War-£agle propo- 
sed that the party shouki quit their pfesen£ &ta»> 
tion in search of one where thev might be more 
likely to. fall in with deer and btsoui as meat 
was becoming' wery scarce in the camp ; and a 
scoot, sent out on the pMoadJng-day* had letma^ 
ed with a report that he had ibond, at the di»> 
tanee of hau a day^s mareh, a la^ and fertile - 
valley, watered .by a fine stnttm, and aboandiig - 
in materials for liuel. This la^t consideratioii 
was of itself highly important, for the Crawp 
had gathered overv dry bush- and stick ijrem the 
banen glen in wluch they were now encam|»Bd{ 
and the utmost >exertiotts of the inde^atignble 
Psrrot seantefcir enabled .him to provide n QHlk 
ficiency for cooking the necessary proviaioniil 
while the coldness. of the atmospimre, espeeially 
at night, rendered the abseticaeafirQ a pnvatieA 
mote than ord inertly seviie. 

The counsel of War-Ea^e was tberefove 
adopted without delay, it having been agmed 
that two of the most oxperienced men, the one'». . 
Delaware and the other a white hunter^ should 
hover around the Grow camp, and communi*' 
caie to the main body, firom time to timOi their 
movements and proceedings. 

Having been supplied with an extra blankeL 
and a lew pounds of dried meat and paichea 
com, these two hardy fellows saw their com* 
rades depart without the least apparent coneem. 
and soon ailerwards withdrew to a sheltered and/ 
more elevated spot, whence they could, withent 
being perceived, command a distant view of the 
Crow camp. 

Following the steps of the scouts. War^Sagle 
led his party to a pan of the vMiWy where a 
huge rent or fissure m the side of the mountain ^ 
rendered the ascent practicable for the hoiees. 
tt was^ however, a wild and rugged scene, and . 
1 a fitting ■entianee tome van pne tofe fnnt«in% ^ 
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Prairie^bird was moimted upon Nekimt, and 
RegioaJd walked by her side, his hand erer 
Kfldy to aid and gaide him among the huge 
stones, which in some places obstracied the 
path. 

Never had relvet lawn, or flower-embroidered 
nde, seemed to oar hero half so smooth and 
pleasant as did that roclcy pass. At every tnni 
some new featnie of grandear arrested the at- 
tention of Prairie-bird, who expressed her admi- 
ration in language which was a strange mixtare 
of natoral eloquence and poetrv, and which 
soanded to his ears more musical than ** Apol- 
lo's late." 

What strack him as most remarkable was, 
that, whether in speaking of the magnificent 
scenery aroand, or of the more minute objects 
which fell under her observation, her sjMrit was 
so imbued with Scripture, that she constantly 
clothed her ideas in its phrasecdogy, without be- 
ing conscious of so doing. 

Thus, when in crossing the valley they pass- 
ed by some ant-hills, ancl, in ascending the op- 
' posite height, saw here and there a mountain* 
rabbit nibbling the short moss that overspread 
the bed of rock, Reginald directed her attention 
lo them, saying, ** See, Prairie-bird, even in this 
desolate wilderness these inscct-millions have 
built them a city, and the rabbirskips and iea^ 
as merrily as in mors fertile regions." 

"True, dear Reginaki," she replied, "ihere- 
ibre did the wise man say in days of ohl, 'The 
ants are a people not strong, yet they piepars 
their meat in the summer: the conies are but a 
fteble folk, yet make they their houses in the 
rocks."* 

A little farther onward, the pass was over- 
liung by an enormous cliff, Irom the top of 
which a bighorn looked down upon the party 
below, the long beaid of the mountaia-coat 
streaming in the wind. One of the hunters Irsd 
at it, but the harmless bullet glanced from the 
4hce of the cliff, while amid the echoes repeated 
and prolonged by the surrounding heights, the 
1>ighom sprang from rock to rock across the 
yawninff chasms bjr which they were divided, 
10 lighny as the iorest squirrel leaps from a 
''%raneh of the spreading oak to that of the neigh- 
■bouring elm. 

Reginald watched 4he animal's progress, and 
ealled tne attention of Prairio-btrd to the surpri- 
sing swiftness and. activity with which it held 
«n Its perilous course. 

When at length it disappeared oebiad the an- 
gle of an abrupt precipice, she said, ** Does it 
not call to your mind the deseription given of 
tlie wild-ass of the Bast, in the Book of Job, 
"* Wbo hath sent out the wild-ass freel or who 
nath loosened the band of the wild-ass ? whose 
house I have made the wilderness, and the bar- 
ren land his dwelling 1 Ete seoineth the multi- 
tude of the city, neilJber regardeth be the crying 
4^ the driver. The range of the mountains is 
Ms pasture, and he searcbeth alter every green 
tMne.' Tell me, Reginald," continued tbe 
maiden, after a momentary pause, "can the 
creature here described be the same dull patient 
^animal that I have oten seen bearing the packs 
•of Uk Mexican traders V 

** The same, I believe, dearest, in its origin, 

nd its piece in natural history, but widely dif- 

4>l»^- 1 <« its habits and powers, if we may credit 

w -A.-.A«iiivas 4if tnurelleni whdiMr modem or 



.ancioiit I nmeiJifeer-reitfmf « amt apMedl 
description of this same aaiasa in the accooof 
given by the eminent hiaiorian* of the expedi- 
tion of the younger Cyrus, who relates that thm 
herds of them found near the banks of the Eu- 
phrates surpassed the swiftest horses in speed, 
and were oetther to be tamed nor approached 
without the greatest difficullv; and in later 
times they have been described as abounding in 
the wildest regions of Penda and Tartary, «heie 
their flesh is considered one of the greatest dd- 
icaeiea at the table of the hunter, and even at 
that of the prince. In order lo distinguish this 
animal from its humble and degraded kindred 
in the West, it ^s been dignified by the name 
of the Onager." 

The conversation was here interrupted by a 
sudden halt in the line of march, and Reginald 
heard the sound of numerous voices lowaras the 
front us of men speaking under surprise and ex* 
citemenu When he advanced, with Prairie^ 
bird at his side, they made way for him to pass 
until he reached ihe front, where he found War- 
Eagle hokling by a leatham thong the most atn- 
eular-looking creature that he had ever beheUL 
It bore in aome respects (he semblance of a h*- 
man being, but the extreme lowness of its stat- 
ure, the matted hair by which it was covered, 
the length of the iinger nails, and the smallaess 
of the deep-sei eyes made it almost a matter of 
doubt whether it did not lather belong to the 
monkey tribe. » 

This was, however, aooa dispelled by PierreL 
who recognised in the diminutive and teirified 
creature one of the raoe known to mountaiii- 
hunters under the name of Root-diggers. They 
are the most abject and wretched of all the lia- 
dian tribes^ living in caves and holes, and sup- 
porting their miserable existence upon such an- 
imals as they can catch, in (oils of the simplest 
kind, and by grubbing and dlg|^,ing for roots 
such as no otl^ human beiDg ciiula eat or ds> 
gest. The one now taken .by the Delawarss 
had been engaged in the latter occupation whea 
he first saw them approach, and he fled imme- 
dialelv towards the rocks. Had he been hh 
lowed by an eve less sure, and a foot less fleet 
than that o( war-Eagle, he might have escaped, 
for, despite his uncoiMh appearanoe, he was nim- 
ble as a mountain-cat, but the Delaware chief 
overtook and secured him ; and in spite of all ' 
the endeavottrs made to reassure him, the unfor-^ 
tunate Root-digger now looked about him as if 
he expected every moment to be his last. Beads, 
trinkets, and shreds of bright-coloured cloth 
were all held up to him in turn, but were left 
unnoticed, and his deep twinkling eyes roved in- 
cessantly from one to another of the bystanders 
with an expressioc of the most intense alarm. 

" Are they always thus feartui ana intracta- 
ble 1" inquired Reginald of the Canadian hunter. 

'* Not always," replied I^erre ; " but the Crows, 
ard Black-feet, ud white men too, generally 
treat them worse^hao dogs whenever they find 
t^em; that is not often, for they always hide 
f mong rocks and stones, and seldom come down 
so low in the valleys. I never saw one in tkis 
region before." 

** Prairie-bird," said Reginald, in a whisper to 
the maiden, ^< speak to the poor creature a few 
words of comfort. Were he shy, suspicious, and 
wild as a wolf, that voice would subdue and 
pel his apprehensions." 



THE PRAIBrE-BIRD. 



171 



" ** llM twectttdss of the voice iiea in the hear- 
er's partial ear/' repUad Prairie-bird, blushing 
deeply; *« hut 1 will doyoor bidding to the best 
of my power ; and it I mistake not the poor crea- 
4ai«'s symptoms, I think I can find a means to 
aeiieve thrm." 

" . So sayitig, and leaping liffbtly from h^ hone, 
^e maideo took from one of the packs a piece of 
baked maize^ake, and a slice of dried bisonrmeat. 
Carrying these in her hand, she approached the 
Root-4igger, and motioning to the bystanders to 
retire to some distance, she deliberately nntied 
'the thong by which he had been fhstened, and 
placing the food before him, made signs that he 
should eat. At fii-st the mieouth being gazed 
upon her as if he coald or would not understand 
her meaning; but she spoke to him in the sotl 
f>elaware tongue, and eating a morsd of the 
cake, tepeated the signal that he should eat with 
her. whether overcome 4>]r the gentleness of 
her manner, or by the cravings; of hunger, the 
savage no longer resisted, but devoured with 
ravenous haste the food wnich she had set be- 
£»re him. Prairie-bird smiled at the success of 
her attempt, which so far encouraged her, that 
she again offered the several presets which he 
had before rejected, and which he now accepted, 
turning them over and over, in his hand, and in- 
specting them with childi^ cariosity. ' 

Reginald tooked en with gratified pride, say^ 
ing within himself, " I knew that nothing could 
SMist the winning tones of thi^ voice! 

* Since naught ■(> stockish, hard, and fttll of Ta««, 
Bat mnaia for the time doth chaagv hi* natare ;' 

and where is there music like the voice of Prai- 
rie-biidr 
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CHAPTER XLII. 

He Roat^^igMr ttakaa Frianda with tha Ptetr.— An Ad- 
^rantmra withafrisdjr B«ar»-*-Tha Caiid«ct«f War-Baf la. 

No sooner had Prairie4>irdj^aDed the coafi- 
-dence of the Root4igger, than War-Eagle, Regi* 
nald, and the other chief hnhtere, a^roached him 
with signs of amity and friendship ; nevertheless, 
he continaed shy and suspicious, still refusing to 
xiceive either food or present from any hand ex- 
cepting that of the maiden. They were obliged, 
therefore, to make her their iatprpreter, and to 
endeavour, through her, to acquire the informa- 
tion of which they were in want respecting the 
scarcity or aoundance of deer and bison in the 
neighbourhood. 

In the discharge of this office, Prairie-bird dis- 
<sovered so much natural quickness, and at the 
same time so complete a knowledge of the In- 
dian language of signs, that Reginald looked on 
with the most intense interest while the maiden, 
whose beauty was so strongly contrasted with 
the hideous face and figure of the mountain dwarf, 
maintained with him a conversation of some 
length, in the course of which she learned that 
there were few, if any bison in the neighbour- 
hood, but that the argali, or mountain sheep, and 
deer of several kinds, were to be found at no 
great distance. She succeeded also, at length, 
in so far disarming his suspicions, that be agreed 
to act as guide to Baptiste and Reginald in pur- 
suit pf game, and to return with them to reap the 
reward ot his trouble in farther presents from the 
hand of Prairie-bird. 

The sturdy back-woodsman did not seem to 
place much confidence m the fidelity of his new 



acquaintance, and-Uiindy observed to 
"For sure, I never saw an uglier crittnr, and his 
eyes roll from side to side with an undertook that 
I don't half like ; perhaps he'll lead us into some 
amjuish of Upsarokas, or otiier mountain In- 
gians, rather than to a herd of deer." 

'* You need not be afiraid, Baptiste," replied 
his brother hunter, laughing; "these poor Root- 
diggers are harmless and honest in their own 
miserable way; They are said to belong to the 
Sboshonies, or Snake-tribe, and are the best of 
all the Ingians hereabouts; not such fighting 
devils as the Black-feet, nor such thieves as the 
Crows, but friendly to the Whites. This poor 
crittnr has been digging for roots many a long 
day with that sharpened flmt, which yon see in 
his hand. Afler yon have started on your hunt- 
ing trip, make him a present of a good knife. I 
have watched his eyes roving from belt to belt^ 
he would give his ears for one, and yet is too 
frightened to ask for it.'^ 

" Thanks for the hint, Pierre,'' said his coitt- 
panion, locldng carefnlly to the priming of his 
rifie; " thanks for the hint. I will cany a spate 
one with me on purpose; and in case we should 
fall in with. a mt herd, do you, friend War-£a^ 
gle, give ns the company of one of your stoutest 
men, that he may assist in bringing in enough 
meat for the party." 

^ On hearing these woids, Prairie-biid inquired 
•pf the Root'digger, by signs, whether one of the 
moles could not go over the hunting-gromid. 
The savage lookM first at the animal, then at 
the fair speaker, and then, with a grin, gave a 
most decided indicatian of a negative. 

The preparations for the hunt were soon made. 
Prairie-bird urged Reginald, in -a low voice, not 
to remain too long absent, a command whioh he 
feithfoUy promisMl to obey; and just as he was 
about to set forth, he led her up to the chief, and 
said, *<War*Eagle will take care of his sister V 

The Indian's proud heart was giat^ed by this 
simple proof or his friend's unbounded confi- 
dence; he saw that no jealousy, no doubt of his 
victory over self, lurked in the breast of Regi- 
nald, and he replied, " While War-Eagle w 
life to protect' her, Olitipa shall be safe as in the 
lodge of Tamenond.^' 

Reginald turned and followed Baptiste and (he 
Root^igger, who had already taken their way 
up the valley, aeeompanied by the Delaware se- 
lected to aid in eanying home the anticipaied 
booty. 

Leaving them to toil up one rocky steep aftef 
another^ wondering at Ihe enduring agiliQr of 
the Sboshonie dww, who seemed almost as a^ 
tive and sure-footed as one of the moontain-goati 
of which they were in search, we will return tc 
the valley wKere War-Eagle's camp was posted^ 
which formed, as we- have before noticed, a 
pleasing contrast to the savage scenery around 
The stream that flowed through its centre fresh 
ft'om the snowy bosom of the mountain, wa* 
cool and clear as crystal, and the shade of the 
trees which grew along its banks was delightfulr 
ly refreshing after ihe fatigues of a summet 
march, even in a region the elevation of which 
rendered the atmosphere extremely cohi befoic 
the rising and afler the setting of the sun. - Prat- 
rie-bird felt an irresistible desire to stroH by tht 
banks of this stream,— a desire that was no soo^ 
er mentioned by Lita to War>Eagle than be at 
once assented, asmiring her tilat she might do as 
in safety, as his scouts were on the tookmut both 
above and bekyw in the vallevyS^ thMud 
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appiPth mi w uM ir Mi . At jAa&uautiuaB 
^ gave iimmfAiwii is Ite eamjp ihat jknw of 
the men should wMider to thai qiuutsr, m onler 
fhftt ii aaigbt. be left altogetker undisnirbed. 

SiioctAy efieiwaids Piaiiie-btcd sel forth, ta- 
king in her hand a moecaeia, which aha was or- 
Bamenting with stained quills for the £9ot of Re- 
ginaldf and accompanied by her fkithfnl Lite, 
who bore upon her head a bundle containing war 
ideas articles belonging to her mistress and to 
heneif^ on which she was about to ezeicise her 
takmts as a laundrese. 

They had punned their feapeetive ayocations 
inr sereial hours without interruDtion, when on 
a sadden they heard the rqiort of a rine and the 
-voiea of a sua sboattng, as if engaged in the 
yaianit of game. This was an occurrence to 
which both weae eo much acenstomed, that they 
jiMid at first little attention to it; but they felt 
lionie alarm when they saw one of their party, a 
white hooter, coming towards them as if running 
iar his life. Before reaching the spot where 
they were seated, he threw his rifle upon the 
gaonnd, and climbed into a Ufee; immediately 
afterwards a yoang male, nut full growU) of the 
species called the griizly or voaif mountain 
bear came up^ limping as if wounded by the rifle 
ao hUeiy diaehaigra, and missing the object that 
he had been following, looked around him, howl- 
ing with mingled rage and pain. At length be 
eaoght siglM of Prairae^nl and her oomaanion c 
and setting vf a more hmd and angry howl, tsotied 
towaids iheiiL Unfonunately, the spot to which 
ihey had retired was a narrow strip of wooded 
ground, prerjecting into a curve of the stream 
aboie«mentioned, and they oould nol retreat to- 
mards the catnp witkmft mproaching yet nearer 
-la Ihe wounded beaf. There wts no time for 
^aafleetion; and in the sudden emeicency, Prai- 
aia-biid hesitated wfaethar sfle should not ade^ 
fie desperate altamatire of throwing herself into 
ifae wtater, in^hapes that the stream aught carry 
her out ol' the mich 4if dangec 

Al this crisis the crack of a rifle was heaid, 
a»d the yomg bearfett, bnt agaia rose and strug- 
f^ lorwaid, as if determined not to be disap- 
fioiBted of its {trey. Seeing the imasineot dan- 
ger of the woman, the hunter who had climbed 
the teae^ropimd lightly to the gfouad, and ealch- 
U§ up his rme, attacked the bal£«xha«sted an^ 
amal, whicb- still jrelained enfieient strength to 
leaider too near an appaoach ejotretnely danger^ 
oos. War-Eagle, for he it was who had £ed 
te laatopponuoeehot, adw sprang forward fiDm 
the bushes, reloading his Kifte as £e came,, in or* 
Mr to deeide the issue of the eoaflict, when a 
loaid diriek from Lita reached his ear; and on 
tniniqg round he beheld the dam of the wound* 
ad eub, a she^bear of enormous bulk, trotting 
fapidly iorward to the scene uC action; tbehnnu 
tr waa so mnch engaged in dealing blow after 
alow with the bmt of his rifle, that he had no- 
tiead neither her approach nor the warning shout 
ef .War*>£ag]e, when one stroke from her terifible 
paw struck him Ideedtng and senseless to the 
gBSUBd* For an instant ahe smelt and moaned 
over her dying ofispring; then, as if attracted by 
Ihe female, dress, pursued her way with redoob- 
lea speed and fury towards the spot where liita 
ctang, with speechless terror, to the arai of her 
The tatter, altboogh folly aUve to the 



that te oalf kmmtm fomSbQk]^^ aaMgr mi^ 
lay in his conmge and .datolion. 

ThsB it waa that the Indian eldef eyince^lhia 
high and hende piiiparties of hia character: fn 
although evan aeoood brought the inidriated 
brute near and more near to oer who had beau 
from youth his bean's dearest treasure, he con- 
tinued, as he adyanoed, to load the rifle with a 
hand aa steady as if he had been about to pme- 
tiae at a taiget ; and just as the ball was rammed 
home, and the priming carefully placed in the 
pan, he threw himaeli directly m front of the 
near, so that it was only by fint destroying him 
that ahe oould possibly approach the objects of 
his care. It was a moment, and but a moment^ 
of dreadful suspense, for the bear sweryed nei* 
ther to the right nor to the left fkom her onwani 
path, and it was not until the mm^ of the rifle 
was within three yards of her ferebead that he 
flred, taking his aim between her eyes; shaking 
her head as if mora angered than hurL she raised 
her huge form en her hind legsy aaa adyanocd 
to seiie him, when he drew his pistol and da»- 
charged it inio her chest, springing at the saow 
time lightly back, almoat to the spot to which. 
Prairie-bird and her trembling companioB seern^ 
edrooiedaeifbyaspelL Aithough both shoia 
had stmdt where they were aimed, the second ap- 
peared to haye taken no more ctfiect than the firsts 
and the bear was again adyanoing to the attack, 
when War-Eagle, catching uf from the grouiid 
a blanket which Mta had brought down to tke 
brook, held it extended before him until the mon- 
ster sprung against it, and with her claws rent it 
into ahreds; not, howeyer, before it had serycd 
for an instant the purpose of a yell ; proflting by 
that opportunity, the heroic Delaware da.shed la 
between her fore-paws and plunged his long 
knife into her breast. Short, though terrible, 
was the strogg;le that ensued; the bear was ey- 
ery moment gfowinr weaker fh)m the effect of 
the shot-woonida, and £pom Joss of bkxid, and ai- 
though ahe lacerated> him dreadfiilly with her 
daws and leeth, fthe waa not able lo make him 
relax the determffied jprasp with which he dung 
to her, plunging the tatal Jcnife again and agiin 
into her body, utitil at length ahe fell exhhusted 
and expirmg into a pool of her own Mood, while 
the irindiphaat wai^ry of the Delaware rang 
aloud through wood and vaiet* 

Alarmed by the shots, the yella of the 4yiog 
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^ T» MMM Who Imiw road th« 4etcriptiaiii «f fcesr'httikt* 
ia Voiwm and Rmsin il aaymppaar Mitlrar wmdeiMMe 
unaanal that asingU hunter should kill a fttIl«<gitrarnbMur^ 
bat it mast be borae in nind, that the bear of the north of 
Europe bear* about the same prdportiea to a grizdy bbar 
of the Roeky Mouniauis iVimk OorriHlu^ m a pauCfaie 
doea to a Bengal tifrr. The fiialf bear 19 not onlji th» 
Unrest and must feruoioas vf his species, but his tanad^ 
of life is BO remarkable that he frequent^ ru^ a consider ' 
able distance and surviTee eeae hours after receivrng- aer 
•nl balls Uiraogh the iungB^ head, and heart. On Uua me 
count it is never safe for the wool azperiaaeed marksmat 
to attack him alone, unless there be some tree or place of 
safety at hand, fur the grizzly bear cannot or will not climb 
a tree ; and some idea of the animal's strength may b» 
formed from the fact, atUated by many credible wkiuttmm,. 
that, after killing a bisun, he unll frequei^tly drag the car- 
case some distance to his lair. For descriptions and aneo> 
dotes of the grizzly bear see Lewis and Clarke's Expedition 
to the Rocky Ifeuntaiaav and Mi^ Long^ dittos A tuft 
almost similar to that reeonled ia the text wa< poifonned 
some years ago bv an Iroquois, one of the last of his tribe, 
and who, though grievously wounded, sarrived. The 
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,*"•• • -w — w*.., --^^^« »Miij «> r« w *U9 antnur saw tnia imtwn ttsro aivive at St. ijoma tn a canoe. 
flRoaHnencnr of the pen«« lOit not htr composure t eontajning only himsolf and a boy; Huj having deaccnded 
ed this tryuig momSIkt. Brealhiaga short pray- I ^^^ Missouri lor mure thai; !ftOO mUea ia their frail bark f 
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r^ asd the shouts «f the zhM, several of the 
paitT now bastensd towards the scene of action; 
but tefoie ihey could reach it Reginald Brandon, 
who was just returning into caup with the re* 
salts of a successful. chace, caught the mingled 
•onnds, and outstripping all his evmpanions, ar- 
rived, panting and breathless, on the spot. For 
a moment he gazed on the strange and fearful 
spectacle thai met his view. The Delaware 
chief, supporting his head upon his hand, still 
reclined against the body of his grim antagonist, 
his countenance calm in its expression^ but both 
his fac6 and his whole form covered with recent 
hlood; at his feet lay Lita, perfectly uncon- 
scious, and sprinkled with the same crimson 
stream; while at his side knelt Prairie-bird, 
breathing over her heroic preserver the tbrvent 
outpourings of a grateful heart f Another mo- 
inent, and Reginald was beside her; he under- 
stood instinctively all that had passed, and no 
sooner had ascertained that his betrothed was 
safe and unhurt, than be turned with affectionate 
aad anxious solicftode to inquire into the condi- 
tion of his iHend. ** OHtipa is safe and War* 
Eagle is happy," replied the ehief. 

By this *ime the Delawares were all gathered 
rovod their beloved leader, and in obedience to 
an Older which he gave in a low voice, one* of 
them threw a blanket over his torn and blood- 
stained dress, while another brought from the 
steeaoi a bowl of ijpesh. water, which Prairie- 
byrd took Irom the aessenger, acd held to his 
parched lips; then* wetting a ck4h, she washed 
the hlood irom bis lace, cooled bis hot brow, and 
inquired, iu a tone of sisterly affection, whether 
lie found himself recruited and refreshed. 

" The hand of Olitipa is medicii« against pain, 
.and her voice brings comfort T replied the chief, 
gently. "War-Eagle is quite happy.'* 

^ot so were those around him. His stern 
warriors stood in sad unbroken silence ; the fea- 
tures of the hardy guide worked with an emo- 
tion that he strove In vain to conceal, for he 
knew that the Delaware would not have retain- 
ed bis sitting posture by the carcase of the bear, 
had not his wounds been grievous and disabling; 
Reginald Brandon held the hand of his friend, 
unable to speak, save a few broken words of af- 
fection and gratitude: while Prafrie-bifd found 
at length relief for her oppressed heart in a flood 
of tears. So much engrossed were they all by 
their own feelings, that none seemed to notice 
the anguish of Lita, who still lay in a pool of 
blood at Che feet of him whom she had long and 
secretly loved, giving no further si^s of life than 
a succession of smothered wailings and groans 
that escaped from her unconscious lips. 

The only countenance among tliose present that 
retained its unmoved composure was that of the 
Chief himself; and a bright ray shot from his 
dark eye when one of the bravest of his warriors 
laid down befbre him the claws of the huge bear 
and her cub, which he had cut off, according to 
eustom, and now presented as a trophy of victory. 

Baptiste and Pierre having conferred together 
for a few minutes, the forme'f whispered to lie- 
ginald Brandon that Prairie-bird ana Lita shouhi 
be withdrawn for a short time, while War-£a- 
e\e*B wounds were examined, and his real con- 
dition ascertained. Agreeably to this sugges- 
tion, Reginald led his betrothed weeping from 
the spot. Some of the Delawares and hunters 
removed Lita ; but not without difficulty, as she 
still clung with frantic energy to the torn gar- 
nents of the Chief; and, as they bore her away, 



they now ior the first time ubeifUdtlwt'tlK^wK 
received soeie severe eoratehes in her frmiiew 
endeavour to reaoue him Ciam the aumggles.of 
the dying bear. 

Whea all had retired to some distance, and. 
there remained only by the Delaware the oldeat 
of his warriors, Pierre and Baptiste, the laftler 
gently liiled the blanket from the shoulders of 
the wounded man, saying, " Let mjr brother al- 
low his friends to see the hurts which he has 
received, that they may endeavour to relieve or 
heal them.'' 

The Chief nodded his assent, and no sign, save 
the dew that stood upon his brow, betrayed the 
agony and the sense of exhaustion that be.enr 
duredi When the tattered remnants of his hnn^ 
ing dress were removed, a spectacle so terrible- 
was presented to the eyes of toe Guide, that even 
his iron nerves could not endure it, and^ cover- 
ing his face with his hands, he groaned aloud, 
while the exclamation, '*Diea de la mtseri- 
corde!" broke from his lips in the language tiiat 
they had first been taught to speak. 

The left arm of the Chief was bitten throogit 
and through, and so dreadfully mangled that no 
skill of surgery could restore it; the shoulders 
and chest had been lacerated by the fore-paws, 
and some, of the wounds wide and gaping, as It 
made by a saw or hatchet ; these, however, might 
possibly 3^ield to time and oarefol treatment; 
bat the injuries that he had received in the lower 
part of the foody wens such as to leave no hope 
of recovery, for the bear, in her last dying strag^ 
gles, had used the terrible daws of her hind^feet 
with such latal elect, that the lacerated entrails 
of the sufferer protruded through the wound. 

Baptiste saw at a glance that all was over, and 
that any attempt at dosing the wounds would 
only cause additional and needless pain. War 
Eagle watehed his countenance, and reading 
there a vetdict that oonirmea his own sensations, 
gave hitn h is hand and smiled. The loagh wood»> 
man wrung it with ill-dissembled emotion, and 
tamed away his head that his Indian friend might 
not see the moisture that gathered in his eye. 

A brief consultation now ensued, during whieb 
it was arranged that the carcases of the bears 
should be carried awa^, and the wounded chie«.' 
gently moved to a soft grassy spot a few vanish 
distant, where his woonds might be so Ihr ofess*: 
ed and bandaged as to prevent farther effoaion' 
of blood. It was also agreed that the tent andi 
the lodges shoukl be brought to the spot, so that 
be might receive all the care and attention that 
his desperate case admitted. 

These arrangements having been made, Bap- 
tiste walked slowly towards the place where tfief 
rest of the party awaited in deep anxietv the re- 
sult of his report As he drew near with heav^,' ^ 
lingering steps, and his weather-beaten connte* 
nance overspread with gloom, they saw toe well 
the purport of his raessaee, and none had touiw 
age enough to be the first to bki hUto apealt.' 
Prairie-bird clung to the arm of Reginald for 
support; the Delawares leaned upon their rifles 
in silence ; and even the rough nunters of the 
prairie wore an aspect of sadness that contrasted 
strongly with their habitual bold and reckless 
bearing. ' 

Recovering his composure by a powerful ef- 
fbrt, the Guide looked gravely around him a^ 
soon as he reached the centie of a semicirele in 
which they stood, and addressing himself first to 
Reginald and the white men, said, "There is no 
care for \ht wonnds of the Delaware ; were the 
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Btai^ Father himsitf Bmong us, his skill and 
kis medlciDe would be In vain." Then taming 
to the Delawares, he added in their own tongpe, 
'* The son of the Lenap^ Chief is setting. The 
Orefit Spirit has- sent for him, and he must obey : 
let his warriors gather round him to smooth his 
path through the dark ▼alley." 

Haying thus spoken, the Guide hastened to 
•any into effect the arrangements above men- 
tioned, and in a short time the little camp was 
iBCTed to the spot where the Delaware reclined 
against the stump of a withered alder, over 
which his followers had already thrown some 
Yankees and buffhlo-robes to soAen his couch. 
Hither was brought the tent of Prairie-bird, 
wMch was so pitched that the outer compart- 
ment might shelter the wounded chief, and might 
afford to Reginald and Prairie-bird the means of 
watching him constantly, and administering such 
relief in his extremity, as was within their power, 

Lita's energies, boUiof mind and body, seem- 
ed entirely paralyzed, she neither wept nor sob- 
bed, but sate in a corner of the tent, whence she 
gazed intently, yet with a vacant expression, 
upon the sufferer. 

He alone of the whole party maintained 
throughout a digpifted and unmoved compo- 
sure ; nor could either the pangs he endured, nor 
the certain prospect of a lingering death, draw 
ftom him a word of complaint. He smiled 
gratefully as Prairie-bird fh>m time to time rais- 
ed the refreshing cup of water to his lips, or 
wiped away the drops which weakness and ag- 
onv wrung from his forehead. Once, and once 
only, did a look of gloom and discontent pass 
over hi8;Bountenance. 

Reginald observing it, took his hand and in- 
quired, " is there a dark thought in my brother^ 
heart, let him speak it T 

** There is," replied the chief, with stem en- 
ergy, '* Mah^, the bloody-hand— the Washashe 
wolf-— the slasrer of my tribe, he lives, and War- 
Eaffle must go to the hunting-fields of the brave, 
and when his fathers say to him, ' Where is the 
scalp of Mah^ V his tongue will be silent, and 
his hands will be empty." 

^ His hands will not be empty," replied Regi- 
nald, breathing his own impassioned i^eliogs in 
the figurative language of his friend. ** His 
hands will not be empty ; he can shew the scalps 
of many enemies; he may tell the anoient peo- 
ple that he was the war-chief of their race, that 
neither Wahashe nor Dahcotah ever saw his 
back; and that, to save his sister's life, he gave 
his own. Where is the warri<» who would not 
envy the fame of War-Eagle, and who would 
not rejoice in the glory of such a death t" 

These words, and the tone of earnest feeling 
in which they were spoken, touched the right 
chord in the heart of the Chief; he pressed-the 
hand of his fHend, and a smile of triumph shot 
across his features like a sunbeam breaking 
thiougfa the thick darkness of a thunder-cloud. 



CHAPTER XLin. 

VaMfa is fimnd in itrange company, and Wingenond 
defirn, on aecount of mora Important eoneona, hit plan 
Ibr the liberation of his fVlenos.— >A council, a combat, 
•nd a aktnnlsh, in which last, the Crows reeefve as- 
ristanee from a quarter whence they least ezpeeied it. 

Wb left Wingenund on his way to the Crow 
oamp» revolving as he went various schemes for 



the deliverance of his fHends. fk me t e r %U'gtt- 
was the faith which he was disposed to place - 
in the honesty of Besha, he confidently believed 
that the horse-dealer's self-interest would keep- 
him true, at least for the time, to the party^* 
whence the greater rewards and presents might 
be expected. He knew also that Bending-wil- 
low was kindly disposed towards the prisoners, 
and would do all that was in her power towarda 
engaging her impatient and hot-he-aded husband 
to favour their release. Nevertheless the game 
to be played was a difficult one, especially as 
the consequence of any unsuccessful attempt 
might prove fatal to them as well as to himself. 

So intent was the youth upon these medita- 
tions, that he forgot the distance and the difll- 
culties of his circuitous route, his light elastic 
step bearing him over hill and vale with a speed 
of which he was scarcely conscious, and long 
before the sun went down he found himself at 
the farther extremity of the mountain pass, 
which has been before mentioned as leading into 
the vaUey where the Crows were encamped, 
from a quarter exactly oppoeite to that where 
his own friends were stationed. 

As he waa about to step across a small rivu> . 
let that trickled from the roeks above, lending a. 
greener freshness to the narrow strip ai grass 
throoch which it flowed, his attention was ar- 
rested by a recent footmark upon its margin. 
Starting with surprise, he stooped to examine it 
more carefully, it was plain and distinct, so that . 
a less sagacious eye than his might have traced 
its form and dimensions. A single look satisfied 
him, and as he rose f^om his scrutiny, the name' 
of Mah^ga escaped from his lips. 

Without a moment's hesitation, he resolved * 
to follow the trail of the Osage and observe his ■ 
movements, conjecturing that these probably 
boded no good to the Delaware party, although 
he felt at some loss to imagine what object 
could lead him to a quarter almost immediately 
opposite to that where they were encamped. 

The task which Wingenund had now under- 
taken was not an easy one, for the ground was 
hard and banen, and the short grass partly dried 
by the mountain winds and parUy burnt by the 
summer sun, scarcely received any impression, 
from the pressure of a foot, and the youth was - 
compelled to pause so frequently in order to ex- 
amine the scarcely pereeptible marks of the 
traU, that his progress was far from being so 
rapid as he could have wished. Neverthetese 
he toiled perseveringly forward, his hopes being 
every now and then refreshed by finding on the^ 
descent of the steep hill-side, an indication of 
the Osage's tread that he could not mistake. 

Wingenund had followed the trail for several ' 
hours, when he caught a distant view of a slight 
column of smoke rising from a dell, the bottom 
of which was conceal<3 by intervening heights. 
One of these, more nigged and lofty than the 
rest, lay at his right hand, and he climbed with 
some difficulty to the top of it, in hopes of being 
able thence to descry the spot whence the smoke 
arose. Neither was he disappointed in this ex- 
pectation, for on reaching the height, he could 
see into the deep bosom of the mountain fflen, 
where he clearly discerned a large body ofmen. 
and horses, assembled round a fire ; carefully 
noting the nature of the intervening ground, ht. . 
re-descended the hill, and again tt^ew himself 
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lie eatpeeted, to toad him in tlie dinctioa of iha 
■•luKiwn band. 

As he advanced he fdt the necessity of using 
the greatest eaationi lest he should iaadvertently 
coide within sight of aojr scoats or stragglers 
ftyok the Talley below ; bat fortnae and his own 
soli so far fitveured his approach that he reached 
iinperoeived a point whence he coald more 
dMriy see the cirde assembled round the fire» 
and could distinguish the horses and the men 
sufficiently to ascertain^ that ibey belonged to 
some mountain tribe ; bent on a war eioursion, 
as they had with them neither their women nor 
their todges. With awakened cariosity and in- 
teiest, the youth now crept to a spot at a little 
distance, where a confused pile of huge stones, 
here and there overgrown with stunted shrubs, 
oflfered a sheltered retreat, whence, without be- 
ing himself seen, he could observe all that passed 
below. In making his way to the place he was 
somewhat surprised to find what might almost 
be called a beaten path, upon which the recent 
^cks of men and horses* jas well as of bison, 
were clearly discernible. 

He had scarcely time to conceal himself, when 
he perceived two men coming directly towards 
his hiding-place, in one of whom he recognised 
the Osage ohief, while the other belonged ap- 
parently to some tribe of Indians that he had 
never seen before. They came slowly i^ the 
path before-mentioned, slopping almost at every 
atep^ and conversing in the language of signs, 
by which means their expressions of mutu^ 
ftkndshfp were as intelUgible to the quick-wit- 
ted youth as they were to each other. The 
stranger was a fine-looking Indian, and though 
lower "in stature than his gigantic companran, 
had the appearance of fgreaX muscular strength, 
and hia dress betokened^ according to Indian 
notions of magnificence, a chief of high degree. 
His Uaok hair was clubbed behind his head, and 
ftstened with several painted feathers bound 
with fillets of ermine ; his huntiagrshirt was of 
the skin of the mountain goat, and both it and 
bis deerskin leggins were ornamented with por- 
aqiine quills, and fringed with the scalp-looks 
of enemies slain in battle ; he carried in his 
hand a long lance, also decorated with scalp- 
loeks, and at his back hung a quiver made from 
the skin of the panther, in which bristled a score 
of arrows beautifiilly tipped with sharp flint, and 
attached to it by a leather thong, was a bow so 
short, that it looked more like the plaything of 
a boy than the deadly weapon of a warrior. 

Winganund wondered to what tribe the stran- 
ger mi^ belong ; and as the two Indians seated 
tliemselves upon^ a fragment of rock only a few 
yarda from the recess in which he was en- 
soonced, he trusted that some signal would pass 
by which his curiosity might be afterwards sat- 
isfied ; at all events, it seemed clear that they 
were already upon the best terms with each 
other, for they smiled and grinned, each placing 
a hand upon the heart of the other, after which 
Mahega extended his arms like a flying bird, and 
then passed his right hand with a rapid move* 
ment round his own scalp ; from which sign the 
yitath instantly imew that their plot was to at- 
tack and kilLthe Upsarokas. 

*^ Doukile-longoed cowardly snake!" said 
WagBMin4.toibim8Alf>/^ be mede a lei^pip with 



the Daheotafas to destroy his Leoape friends, 
and now he makes one with a stranger tribe to 
destroy those with whom he eats and smokes." 
. That the youtu rightly conjectured the object 
of the interview he could no longer doubt, when 
Mahega, pointing directly to the valley ^here 
tne Crows were encamped, repeated again the 
signals for attack and slaughter. Not a word 
passed during this time, excepting when the 
stranger drew from under his hunting shirt a 
small whistle, made apparently either from a 
bone or a reed, and quaintly, ornamented with 
stained quills and the down from the breast ol 
some mountain bird ; having applied this to his 
lips, he drew from it a peciSi^r sound, not re- 
markable for its shrillness, iHit difi[brent from 
any tone that Wingenund remembered to have 
heard before. 

After two or three attemfis, Mahega suc- 
ceeded in sounding it correctly; and nodding 
intelligently to the stranger, concealed it care- 
fully in his belt ; they then exchanged the names 
or warrcry by which they were to recognize each 
other, Mahega teaching his new friend to say 
" Waska^he" and learning in return to pronounce 
Kainrna^^^ which he repeated three or four times 
so distinctly, that Wingenund canght and re«- 
membered it. These preparatory civilities having 
passed, they proceeded to the interchange of pre- 
sents, by which their alliance was to be cementedl 

Mahega drew from his girdle a pistol, which 
he gave, together with a smaU leather pouc^ 
containing lead and powder, to the strangei 
chief, who received it with an air so puzzled 
and mysterious, that Mahega could scarcely re- 
frain from smiling. He turned the pistol over 
and over, looking down the barrel, and examin- 
ing the lock with a curiosity that he cared not 
to conceal ; he pointed it, however, towards a 
mark in an adjoining rock, and made a sound 
with his lips, which was intended to imitate its 
report, repeating at the same time the word 
" sachsi-naraa," as if to show that the name 
and use of the weapon were not strange to him, 
although he might never have seen one before. 
Mahega then proceeded to show hnn how to use 
it, making signs that with it he might kill all his 
enemies; and upon the stranger expressing a 
wish to see an instance of its power, he placed 
a thin flat stone at the distance of a few yards,, 
and split it in two at the first shot ; after .which 
he reloaded it, showing at the same time the 
use of the priming-pan and trigger. 

It was not without a look of gratified pride 
that he placed the pistol in his belt, repeating 
again and again, ** sachsi-nama," *^nahtovi-i 
nama." He then unslung the short bow that 
hung at his back, and presented it, with the- 
panther-skin quiver full of arrows, to the Osage 
chief, who received the gift with every appear* 
ance of satisfaction, and they parted, the formct 
returning towards the encampment of his tribe, 
after he had told Mahega that the name of the 
bow was *' nntsi-n&ma."* 

* Of all the Indian naUona who hihaUt the wild reglom 
near the base of the Rocky Mountain range, tiie moat fierce 
and powerful are the Black-ftet Few, if any, white men 
have penetrated into the heart of their country, and le- 
tumed to tell their tale. Very little ii known, therefore, 
eltlter of their cufltoms or language : and it may not be 
unintereBting for the reader to be Informed, that every 
particolnr mentioned respecting them in this volume waa - 
obtained Areet ftom a French tnuier, who had been per - 
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Tm Botne thne aftertfie depurtmrd of lite fi^tr 
a^y, the Osnge remained upon h\n eeat examiii- 
ing the bow, which at first sfght he had ooneitt- 
ered a mere toy, bat which he (bond, to hia'as^ 
tooidhment, required all his fbree to dra# it to 
!t| fall power. Being formed of bone, strength- 
ened throughout with sinew, it was stiff and 
elastic to an extraordinary degree; and, al- 
though not more than three feet in length, would 
drive an arrow as far as an ordinary six-feet bow. 
When he had suffioiently examine his new 
acquisition, it occurred to the chief that he could 
not, without risk of detection, carry it into the 
Crow camp. He resolved, therefore, to hide it 
in a dry cleft of the rock, and take it out again 
after the issue of his plot should be decided. 

This resolution threatened to bring about an 
unexpected catastrophe, as it happened that he 
approached the very recess in which Wingenund 
was stationed. Drawing the knife from his belt, 
the youth stood in the inmost comer of the cav- 
ern, ready, as soon as discorery became inevita- 
ble, to sprin|[ upon his powerful enemy ; bnt fate 
had otherwise decreed, and the Osage passed 
on to a higher and narrower cleft, where he de- 
posited the quiver and the bow, carefully closing 
the aperture with moss and lichen. 

It was not until he had gone some distance 
am his homeward way, that wingenund emerged 
from his hiding-place, and, having possessed 
himself of the quiver and bow. retamed slowly 
upon the Osage's trail towards the TJpsaroka 
«amp, proving as he went the surprising strength 
of the weapon, and admiring the straightness 
and beauty of the war-arrows with which the 
quiver was supplied.* 

Following unperceived, and at some distance, 
the steps of the Osage, be found that the latter 
took a shorter, though a somewhat steeper and 
more rugged, way than that by which he had 
come ; so that very little more than two honrs 
of brisk walking brought him within sight of the 
watch*fires of the Upsaroka camp, just as day 
closed, and their light began to shine more 
brightly through the valley. Availing himself 
of the shelter of a stunted pine, the youth lay 
down for some time, and did not re-enter the 
camp until late at night, when he made his way 
without interruption to Besha's tent, giving to 
the outposts by whom he was challenged the 
countersign taught him by the horse-dealer. 

On the following morning, before sunrise, 
Besha was aroused by Wingenund, who told 



inltted to manry a Black-foot wi(^, and had raided nine- 
teen yeara amoog them. The co i n er ueU on of their laa- 
xaage la vary remafkable, aad aaine aoeomit of It wosld 
doubUeaa be iladty raealviad by phUotefista ; but such a 
aial^Jeet caonot be traated in a woik uke the pmaent 
With reffpeet to the words reftrred M la the tex% It trfn 
beaeen that they ahow tiw lyntlMtle nature of the Ian* 
nf«, **Baaiir* batauf tlia not, and atanifying a ra^pw. 
Bailee came '* aakainkmm" ri^; Utenuly, ** beavy-weap- 
co;** "sakshiAma," pisM; literally, '^light-weapon;'* 
** nahtoTlnima," vtrnftfr/W, or mtiittiu w Mp mt ; aad 
** nltalnftma,*' literally, lueUtM mmfom ; which latter Bams 
liaa probably been ^ven to the bow aince the Black-feet 
have learnt the aupeitor efficacy of fire-arms. 

*It may not be generally known fo Compean readers 
that the arrows used by the western Indians are of tWD 
aorte. The kwdii^g^rrom^ which has a bead tapeiltig in 
the Itrro of an acute loxenge, and firmly secured to the 
shaft, so as to be easily withdrawn from a wound, and 
the war-arrow, sometlmea poisoned, bnt always barbed 
4ike a fiah-book, and having its head so allghtly flistened 
10 the abaft, as to remain infixed hi the wound when tlve 
wMd Is puQed Ml. 



hiA thaft'ln1wd4iemQt gienl.nBpoilttMft lo 
cwfiMHMieflie to Xbm Cvow etofa,aai that no 
time should be lost before they ireiv mammtmm± 
to oonnell. The hanto-dMlir nibbed hi* a^es, 
as be wakeeed by degneee, and Ikteaed tm thiv 
intelligence, which he tuapeofead at irat te be 
Bome trick oo tba part of the youth for the lib«'- 
ation of his friends ; but ibere w«a an eamat 
simplicity in his manner that carried ^ooTiolioR 
with it ; and Beeba endeavoared, aa he thiew 
on his hunting-shirt, and fastened bia beH^ to 
learn from the yototb the natine and porpoitef 
his intelligenee. The latter seemed, however, 
to be in no very oonnnimieative aoood ; he aieee- 
ly replied, <* Wingemmd apeafcs not the Upawo- 
ka tongue ; let Besha repeat to the conacil iiwd 
after word what he heara, that wilt bo enoogh; 
he will serve both the Orowa and the Dtelawaiia, 
and will obtain thanka and prasenta fvorn bath. 
Let Mah^, too, beealled toattend theooMai.** 
The horse-dealer Having depoited upos hia 
errand, Wingenond ftraad an oppoitgBitytodo* 
tail briefly to Paul Miiller and SthdlatoD ibe 
disoovery that he had made on the pre#sd iuig 
evening ; but it may well be ima^ned. thai be 
eonld obtain from neKber any iaforanalibK tee- 
pectingtbe moentaia tribe with whom theObage 
was carrying on his treaehemoe intrigue. 

** Let my son boklly speak the troth," aoid the 
Missionary, ** and leave the reseM to Ood.** 

**Wtngennnd never told a lie^*'' replied "Ibe 
yovng E^aware ; and the bright^ Ibarlebe es- 
preesion ofhia eeontenailoe wanantad the peed 
assertion. 

** How many are there ia oar- crowded eHiOB 
and chnrehee,** aaitf the Misaionaiy bokfng> af- 
ter the yooth as he te-entered tlie tion^^ealer'a 
lodge, <*who dare eebe that epeeobl yet ase- 
thinks, as far as fOMietpy and eoneeienee siMrve 
him, he has satd no more than the troth. I 
have known him fWx» hia ehfMhood, and believe 
hhn to be as much a stranger to Ihisehoed as:fo 
fear." 

** They aTe^^8inHfcnnan,«iy Dlviitl^ftidftd^* 
said Ethelston, "^and geneteHy dwell* togetbev! 
r wonder not at the aflfeCtion which Itegieakl 
bears to that yonth ; nattire baa stamped wfoa 
his countenance all the high and geeerooe^ah- 
ties that endear man to hie brother. Let itr ea- 
dearoor to be present at ttie council wfaaeh'te 
now assembling ; we have been suclb ^inei lads- 
oners, that perhaps onr guards wtti allow vs^to 
be spectators on this occasiott." 

Besha happening to pass at this mmieoil^ «(b- 
tained fbr them the desired pemnssioo^ wMob 
was the more readily gnmted that the Cfow 
sentries themselves were deairons eC seeing 
what was going forarard,iiiidkeew tfaat^ no. dan- 
ger could be apprehended A'om thetwamanned • 
captives. The spectacle that met their view 
when they Issued from the lodge ^wea atlriking 
and picturesque ; runners hadbeenaent throagb- 
out the camp, and all the principal ohieiif braves, 
and medicine-men were already aaafxnbled in a 
semicircle, the concave centre Of which was 
formed by the lodge of While-Boll and hia faiiier^ . 
the latter of whom bad put on for the oecaaioa 
a magnificent head-dress of fainted eagle-lbilb- 
ers, which betokened bis rank aa head^obiaf 
of the band. Thehorae-dealereteod in ilent 
of his own lodge td the leA aid dfOfneHt Were 
the gtancea diieeMdlo hlA^lMii tfPfHMn^it 
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knhug Kieen generally understood that the coan- 
(Sil was summoned to consider matters brought 
forward by him. Behind him stood Wingenund, 
trapped in a loose blanket, which partially con- 
^aled his features and covered entirely the rest 
of his person ; on the opposite wing of the cir- 
cle, and at a distance of twenty-live or thirty 
? jfards, stood Mahega, his gigantic stature shown 
off* to the best advantage by the warlike dress 
- which he had put on complete for the solemn 
occasion, his neck and arms being covered with 
beads of various colours, and his fingers playing 
unconsciously with the weighty iron-pointed 
mace or war-club which had slain so many of 
these whose scalp-locks now fringed his leathern 
shirt and hose. The warriors and other Indians 
•f inferior degree stood in the back-ground, and 
some, anxious to get a better view of what was 
going forward, had perched themselves upon the 
adjoining rocks and elifTs, where their dusky 
forms, dimly seen through the mists which were 
now vanishing before the beams of the rising 
sun, gave i wild and picturesque efl^t to the 
scene. 

Nearly half an hour was consumed by the 
soothsayers, or medicine-men, in going through 
their formal mummeries, to ascertain whether 
the boor and the occasion were favourable for 
the proposed business ; and it was not until the 
medicine-pipe had been passed round, and the 
<hief functionary had turned gravely to the 
north, south, east, and west, blowing to each 
quarter successively a whiffof medicine-smoke, 
that he gave his permission for the council to 
proceed with its deliberations. 

Duiing all this time a profound silence reigned 
thioughout the camp, the women suspending 
their scolding, chattering, and domestic avoca- 
tions, and even the ohiklren peeping, half fright- 
ened, from behind their mothers, or stealing 
away to some spot where they might laugh and 
' play without fear of being whipped for disturb- 
iogthe solemnities. 

The venerable father of White- Bull now re- 
turned the great pipe to the medicine-men, say- 
ing, in a voice distinctly audible throughout the 
circle, ** Besha has called the chiefs and braves 
of the Upearoka together ; they are come— their 
oars are open — let the one-eyed man, who brings 
homes from the fatjfJS^^t^ speak with a single 
tohgue.** 

irhos called* upon, the horse-dealer stepped 
forward, saying, ** Besha is neither wise in 
ooancil, nor a chief among warriors ; he has 
t/avelled far among the eastern tribes, and he 
^ Knows their tongues ; he stands here to give 
*out of his mouth what goes in at his ear. Let 
the Upsaroka warriors listen; they are not 
fools ; they will soon know if lies are told to 
them. Let them look at this youth; his blanket 
m that of Beta's slave ; he is not what be 
seems ; he is a son of the Lenap6, a friend* of 
tke whites ; yet he is come alone into the camp 
to show to the Upsaroka that a snake is crawl- 
ing among their lodges." 
. A murmur ran through the assembly as Be- 
sIhi pronoorced these words, and pointed to 
V/ingenund, who, throwing the blanket into 
the hollow of his left arm, advanced to the front, 
and, with a slight inclination to the old chief, 
awaited his permission to proceed. 



tenance, and the di^initlad Murinf of'Wttfs* 
nund as he stood forward in the ss s e Bs M e d oit- 
ele, prepossessed the Grows strongly in his (ih 
vour ; and they awaited, with excited curiosity, 
the intelligence that he had to commnnksate ; 
but their chief did not appear disposed to gratify 
their impatience, for after whispering a fow 
words to a messenger who stood beside hint, hs 
relapsed into silence, scanning with a fixed gaae 
the countenance of the young Delaware. The 
latter bore the scrutiny with modest, yet undis* 
turbed composure, and not a voice was raised 
in the council until the return of the messenger, 
conducting a Crow doctor or conjuror, some- 
what advanced in years, who took his station 
by the chief, and gave a silent assent to the 
whispered orders that he received. 

It may well be imagined with what mingled 
feelings of surprise and indignation the haughty 
Osage beheld the young Delaware thus stand- 
ing forward in the midst of the council-cirole , 
that his presence boded no good to himself he 
well knew; but how and wherefore ho eame, 
and why he, belonging as he did to a hostile 
band, was thus permitted to appear before tho 
assembly of Crow warriors, he was quite at a 
loss to understand. His sospense, however, 
was not destined to be of long duration ; for, as 
soon as Bedha, in obedience to a signal from 
the chief, had desired Wingenund to speak what 
he had to say, the youth came another step for- 
ward, and said, in a clear voice — 

*' There is a snake among the lodges of the 
Upsaroka — a hidden snake, that will bite before 
its rattle is heard." 

The Crows looked from one to the other as 
Besha translated this sentence, and the oid eon- 
juror gave a slight nod to the chief, indicating 
that the youth's meaning was rightly given. It 
may be as well to inform the reader, that the 
said conjuror had in early life been taken pris- 
oner by the Pawnees, with a party of whom he 
had been conveyed to a great council held with 
the Indian agents at St. Charles's, in Missouri, 
respecting the cession and appropriation of ter- 
ritory. I^veral of the Western Delawares had 
been present at this meeting, which was pro- 
tracted for many weeks, and the Crow prisoner 
had picked up a smattering of their tongue, 
which, however slight it might be, had occa- 
sioned him to be sent for on this occasion to 
check any propensity for untruth that might be 
entertained by the horse-dealer. Whether the 
latter was influenced by these, or by other mo- 
tives, he rendered faithfhlly the conversation 
that ensued, and therefbre it is not necessary to 
notice further the part played by the interpreter. 
'* Who is it that speaks V demanded the old 
chief, with dignity ; " the Crows open not their 
edrs to the idle words of strangers." 

'' Then let them shut their ears," replied tho 
youth« boldly. "Before another sun has set, 
they will wish they had listened to the words of 
Wingenund !" 

** Who is Wingenund 1 Is he not an enemy ? 
have not his people shed Upsaroka blood ? why 
then should they believe bis words 1" 

** Wingenund is the son of a Lenap6 chief 
For a thousand summers his fathers have hunt- 
ed over forest and plain beyond the Great River. 
Wingenund has heard of thoir deeds, and ho 



Tho foath, the graoelhl form, tho open oooft* I wiU not stain his lips with a lis. Tho LsMp* 
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MTelAlORiCi«««eil|M«4efeRce of their own ; 
l^ingeiMMMl will aoi denj it ; but he came here 
10 serve his white laends, sot to hurt the Up- 

On hearing this bold replj, White-Bott bent 
Ms brow fiercely upon the speaker; but the 
j««th met his eye with a luuk of bright on- 
troubled confidence, while be quietly awaited 
the chief's further interrogation. 

*« Left the son of the Lenape speak, but let him 
beware ; if his tongue is forked, the Upsaroka 
knives will out it out from his head." 

** Wingenund is not a woman, that he should 
belrightened with big words. When he speaks, 
the truth comes from his lips ; and if he chooses 
tiybe siteflt, the Upsaroka knives cannot make 
him speak/' replied the youth, with a look of 
lofty scorn. 

*" Is it sol we shall see^" cried White-Bull, 
sprtfiging forward, at the same time drawing 
hie knife, with which he struck full at the naked 
breast of the youth. Not a muscle moved in 
the- Aim or countenance of Wingenund ; his 
•ye remained steadily fixed on that of the Orow» 
and he did not even raise in his defence the 
arm over which his blanket was suspended. 
Nothing could have saved him from instant 
death, had not White-Bull himself arrested the 
blow just as it was falling, so that the point of 
the; knife scratched, hot did not penetrate the 
nkin. Wingenund smiled, and the Crow warrior, 
partly ashamed of his own ebullition of temper, 
and partly in admiration of the cool courage of 
the young Delaware, said to his father, ** Let 
him speak ; there are no lies upon his tongue.'* 

The okl man l«sked for a moment sternly at 
his son, as if he would have reproved him for 
his violence, in interrupting the business of the 
council, but apparently he thought it better to 
let it pass ; and turning toward Wingenund, he 
said, in a milder tone than he had yet used, 
'* Let the young stranger speak, if he wiH ; his 
words will not be blown away : if he has seen 
a snake, let him show it, and the chiefs of the 
Upsaroka will owe him a debt." 

Thus appealed to, Wingenund, slowly raising 
the forefinger of bis righi hand, pointed it full 
upon Mahega, saying, in a loud voice, "There 
is the snake ! Fed by the hand of the Upsaro- 
Ka, clad in their gifts, warmed by their fire, he 
40w tries to bite them, and give them over to 
iheir enemies, eyen as l.:s black heart and fork- 
id tongue have before destroyed those whom 
ae called brothers." 

It is beyond the power 6f words to paint the 
rage of the consokms Osage, on hearing this 
charge ; he concealed it, howerer, by a strong 
effort, under a show df just indignation, ex- 
datming aloud, <*The Upsaroka warriors are 
not fools, that they should believe the idle words 
Of a stranger boy, a spy who stole into their 
camp by night, and now ticldes their ears with 
lies." 

"The young Lenap6 must tell more," said 
the old chief, gravely, ** before the Upsaroka 
can believe bad things of a warrior who has I 
smoked and fought with them, and has taken 
the scalps of their enemies." 

Thus called upon, Wingenund proceeded to 
relate distinctly the circumstances narrated in 
the last chapter. His tale was so clearly told ; 
bis description of the locality «o accmrate, that 



the attention of the whole council waa nvetod» 
and Uiey listened with the most profound atten- 
tion. A cloud gathered upon the bniw of 
White-Bull, and the gigantic frame of Mah^gs 
swelled with a tempest of suppressed psssiunu 
Independently of the dangers ihat now threat* 
ened him, his proud spirit chafed at the thought 
of being thus tracked, discovered, exposed, aod 
disgraced by a boy, and his fury was heightened 
by observing the bright eye of the Delaware 
youth fixed upon him with a steady, searching 
gaze, indicative at once of conscious truth and 
triumph. Still he resolved to hold out to the 
last ; he trusted that after the great services ha 
had rendered in battle to the Crows, they would 
at least believe his word before that of an un- 
known youth, who came amongst them ondec 
such suspicious circumstances. These refiec* 
tions passing rapidly through his mind, restored 
his disturbed self-possession, and enabled bin& 
to curl his haughty features into an expressioa 
of sneering contempt, 

Croat was the excitement among the Crew* 
as Wingenund described, with unerring minute- 
ness and accuracy, the dress and equipments or 
the stranger with whom Mahega had hekl tb» 
interview, and there was a dead silence in the 
council when the interpreter was ordered to in- 
quire whether he knew to what tribe the strange 
Indian belonged. 

" Wingenund knows not," he replied ; ^ but 
he heard the name that was taught to the Qsi^ 
as the batile-cry of his new allies." 

" Echi-piU /" shouted the impetuous White- 
Bull, who had already recognised in the youth'* 
description one of the warriors of the Black-feet, 
the hereditary enemies of his tribe. 

" It was not so," replied Wingenund gravely. 
" iCa-m-na* was the name ; it was twice spo- 
ken." 

A deep murmur ran round the assembly » 
White-Bull exchanged a s^ificant glance witik 
the nearest of Ms braves, and again a profound 
silence reigaea throughout the assembly. 

Mahega now felt that the crisis of his fate 
was at hand, and that evetything must depend 
on his being able to throw discredit on t^e tale 
of Wingenund. This was not, however, an 
easy task, for he suspected Besha of a secret 
leaning lu the Delaware side, while the fierce 
and lowering looks of the bystanders showed 
him how little was wanting, to make the amoth- 
ered flame burst forth. 

These indications did not escape the aged- 
chief, who spoke a few words in a serious and 
warning tone, the purport of which was to re- 
mind them that the present council was saendt 
to the Medicine, and was not to be deseprated 
by any violence or shedding of blood. He con- 
cluded by- saying, ** Let the Washashe speak for 
himself, and let Besha give his words truly, if 
he does not wish to have bis ears out off." 

Thus admonished, the horse-dealer lent all 
his attention to th e Osage, who came forward 

* Tbe name by which the Black-feet are ffenenclly 
koowB Bmsng the Crows to * Echipeta." In their owii 
toBgne they call themselves SlksikusH T* both wnrtls fa^T 
ing the signification of Black-lieet. They are divided into 
three bands, the largest of which is called tiy the generic 
name above mentioned, as being that of the tribe; tho 
other two bands are called -Piecan" or ''Pie|ia»*' (Ifco 
meaning of which word is not known to tlie author) an4 
Ka-in-na or *' Bloody-nion,** which laet are held to ba the 
nKMWflerce and ftnmidabte of the tfajrea 
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4a aildress the cooRCtl with an imposing dignity 
^ maoner that almost made the most suspicious 
^ his hearers doubt the truth of the accusations 
te'30ght against him. 

Being now in front of the semicircle, which 
«^s not more than twenty yards in width, he 
fias directly opposite to Wingenund, who stood 
fi.rward a few feet in advance of iis other wing. 
7'i»e contrast offered by the stature and bearing 
•f the accuser and the accused, the slight, ac- 
tive frame, the youth and grace of the one, and 
4he haughty air and gigantic bulk of the other, 
■Struck EUielston so forcibly that he could not 
forbear whispering to Paul Muller, ** Worthy 
Father, does not the scene recall to mind the 
tneoting between the Hebrew shepherd and the 
QilaintofGathi" 

** It does, my son, and I misjudge the looks 
«r the Osage if they part hence without the 
shedding of blood. I have long studied his 
«ountenance, and, however skilfully he has sub- 
dued its expression, I can trace the full storm 
•f passions raging within his breast." 

Further discourse was prevented by the com- 
oiencement of the Osage's speech, which he de- 
livered with a tone and gesture of indignation, 
suitable to one who declared himself injured 
and belied. 

He began by recapitulating the services that 
he had rendered to the Crows, the faithful war- 
riors that he had lost in their cause, and the 
▼aluable presents concealed in the cache, to 
which he was even now conducting then. ; on 
tLe other hand, he painted the injuries they had 
received from the Lenap6, who had come into 
their cocntry in league with the white-skins, the 
bane of theii tribe and race, that their hands 
were still wet whh U|.saroka blood ; and " whose 
is the forked tongue,*' said be, " that is to covei 
with lies and dirt the fame of the great chief of 
the Washashe, the sworn brother of the Upsa- 
Toka 1 Who, but a boy, a stranger, a liar, anci 
a spy, telling his idle dreams to the couneU to 
break the friendship of warriors whom his cow- 
ardly tribe, and their pale-faced allies, dared not 
meet in the field !'* 

During the whole of this tirade, which was 
delivered with much vehemence and gesticula- 
tion, Wingenund stood motionless as a statue, 
his calm eye fixed upon the excited countenance 
of his opponent with an undisguised expression 
of contempt. 

Receiving no reply, Mah6ga continued: 
*^ Chiefs and brothers, you are wise in council 
— men of experience ; your ears will not be 
tickled with the idle songs of this false-tongued 
ainging-bird ; a messenger who brings such 
news to the great council of the Upsaroka — who 
tells them that their brother who has fought by 
their side, and smoked at their fire, is a forked 
anake, he must bring something better able to 
convince them than the cunning words coming 
from his own lying lips !" 

These words, supported by the commanding 
lone assumed by the Osage, were not without 
iheir effect upon the minds of that fierce and 
deeply- interested assemblage. 

Wingenund waited until the speech of his an- 
|agonist had been translated to them, when he 
replied, with unmoved composure, " If, the Crow 
warriors require better witness than words, it 
Is not difllcult to find • thay have aUreaily heei^ 



told that the Kain-na stranger gave to Mab/'ga 
a present of a bow and arrows, which be hid ia 
the rooks ; Wingenund took them out, and here 
they are.'* 

As the youth spoke he dropped the bkinket 
that had been thrown over his left arm and 
shoulder, holding up to the council the bow and 
arrows, which all present instantly recognised 
as being made and ornamented by the Black- 
feet. 

"Are the warriors yet convinced," contintied 
the youth, raising his voice, " or do they wish for 
more ? if they do, let them seize the Washashe 
wolf, they will find in his belt — ** 

He was not allowed to finish the sentence , 
the storm that had long been brooding, now 
burst in all its fury. Mah^ga, driven to despe- 
ration by the damning evidence brought against 
him, and reckless of all save the gratification 
of his fierce revenge, whirled his iron-pointed 
mace around his head, and launched it with 
tremendous force at Wingenund. 

Never bad the latter even for an instant taken 
his falcon eye ofi^ the Osage ; but so swift was 
the motion with which the weapon was thrown, 
that although he sprung lightly aside to avoid 
it, the spiked head grazed and laid open his 
cheek, whence it glanced off, and striking an 
unlucky Crow who stood behind him, felled 
him, with a broken arm, to the ground. Even 
in the act of stooping to escape the mace, Win- 
genund fitted an arrow into the Black-foot bow 
which he held in his hand ; and rising quick as 
thought, let it fly at his gigantic adversary with 
so true an aim, that it pierced the wind-pipe, 
and the point came out at tbe back of his neckj 
close to the spine. While the Osage, half 
strangled and paralysed, tugged ineffectually at 
the fatal shaft, Wingenund leaped upon him 
with the bound of a tiger, and uttering aloud 
the war-cry of the Lenape, buried his knife in- 
the heart of his foe. With one convulsive 
groan tbe dying Osage fell heavily to the earth ; 
and ere the bystanders bad recovered from their 
astonishment, his blood-stained scalp hung at 
the belt of the victorious Delaware. 

• For a moment all was tumult and confusion ; 
the few remaining Osages made a rush towards 
Wingenund to avenge the death of their chief, 
but they were instantly overpowered, and se- 
cured with thongs of pliant bark, while White-^ 
BuU sprang into the arena of combat, and in a 
voice of thunder shouted to his warriois to 
stand back and unstring their bows. 

During the brief but decisive conflict the ap«- 
pearance of Wingenund was so much changed^ 
that Etbelston declared to his friend after- 
wards that he should not have recognised him. 
The muscles of his active frame swelled with 
exertion, while the expanded nostril and flash-- 
ing eye gave to his countenance an expressHMi 
of fierce excitement, almost amounting to fero^ 
city. Now that the struggle was over, he resuaw 
ed without an effort, the habitual quiet gentleneee 
of his demeanour, and turning to Besba, saut 
" Let the Upsaroka chiefs look below tbe belt of 
that dead wolf; perhaps they will find the sig- 
nal whistle of the Kainna.'^ 

The horse-dealer stooped ; and searching as 
he was directed, found a small leathern liag, «i|i 
opening which there fell out, as Wit^geauod bigd 
saidf the whistle of the BUick-foot ohi^f ; a veil 
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f hidigiuitkm binvt from tbe aaaemblj, sono' 
of tbe nearest of whom veoted their rafe by 
beetowing sundry kicks upon the iDanimate re- 
mains of the treacherous Osai^. 

Popularity is a plant that springs up as sud- 
denly, and perishes as rapidly among tbe tribes 
of the western wilderness, as among the mobs 
of PaiE or of London ; and Wingenund, whose 
life would scarcely have been safe had he been 
found an hour earlier in the Crow camp, was 
now its hero and its idol. To say that tbe 
youth was not elated, would be to say that he 
was not human; for he had avenged the 
slaughter of his kindred, and had overcome the 
most powerful and renowned warrior in the Mis- 
souri plains, the fell destroyer of the race of 
Tamennnd. But so well had he been trained 
in the school of self-command, that neither 
Ethelston, nor Paul Muller, who had known him 
from his childhood, could trace in his demean- 
our anything different from its usual quiet mod- 
esty ; and they waited, with no little impatience, 
to see what results would ensue from his tri- 
umph in respect to their own release. 

The Crow chiefs and warriors did not forget, 
in the excitement of the scene just described, 
the threatened attack to which the treachery of 
Mahega had exposed them ; and they now 
crowded round Wingenund, while White-Bull 
put many questions to him, through Besha, re- 
specting the position and apparent numbers of 
the Black-feet, to ail which he answered with a 
precision that increased the high opinion that 
they already entertained of his quickness and 
intelligence. White-Bull even condescended 
so far as to explain to him his own projects for 
withdrawing bis band from the neighbourhood 
of the formidable Kainna to some more secure 
position. A slight smile curled the lip of the 
young Delaware as he said to Besha, "The 
council of the Crow chief does not seem good 
to Wingenund ; if White-Bull will agree to his 
terms, he will place the Kainna chief, and half 
a score of his best warriors as captives in this 
eamp before to-morrow at midday !*' 

A general murmur of surprise followed these 
words ; and White-Bull, somewhat nettled, in- 
quired what might be the terms proposed. 

"They are," said Wingenund, "first, that 
the two white prisoners shall be immediately 
restored to their friends; secondly, that the 
Osages shall be given up to the Lenape ; third- 
ly, that there shall be peace and friendship be- 
tween the friends of Wingenund and the Upsa- 
roka until the snow falls again upon the earth." 

The leaders having conversed apart for a few 
minutes, White-Bull said, "If Wingenund fails, 
and the Kainna take many scalps from the Up- 
saroka, w|iat will happen then V 

"They will take the scalp of Wingenund 
too," replied the youth cahnly. 

Again the Crow chiefs consulted together for 
some time, and at length they resolved to agree 
to the terms proposed by Wingenund. The 
medicine-pipe was brought, and was passed 
from the chief to him, as vrell as to Ethelston 
and the Missionaiy ; after which Wingenund 
stid to White-Bull, " There is no time to be 
loTt ( let sixty of the best warriors be chosen, 
t^anty to go with Wingenund, and forty with 
"▼"aite-Bull, and let one be found, very large 
mA tall ; let him put on the dress of 



Wiogemind will take the wliistle, and Ul wA 
be ready.*' 

A short time sufllced to eoUect and marshal 
the party ; and Ethelston was, at his own earn- 
est request, permitted to join the band leJ l»y 
the Delaware youth, being anxious to see tbe 
manosuvics about to take place, and Besha 
having made himself responsible for his fidd 
ity. 

Wingenund led the way at a swift pace, un- 
til he gained the summit of the first range of 
hills ; nor did he slacken it until he had crossed 
the valley beyond, and stood upon the opposite 
brow of the heights, whence the Black-fooC 
band was visible. Here he concealed and halt- 
ed his party, until he had crept forward and ex- 
amined all the range of hills within sight. As 
soon as he had satisfied himself that aU was 
quiet, he drew his party gently on, and at length 
succeeded in hiding White-Bull and his forty 
men behind some rocks in the steepest and nar- 
rowest part of the gorge leading down to the 
glen below. His quick eye had noted the spot 
before, and a more minute inspection now con- 
vinced him that there was no other pass by^ 
which the enemy could ascend the height, and • 
that a handful of determined men might de- 
fend it against ten times their number. 

Having warned White-Bull to keep his own 
men close, and to stir neither hand nor foot 
until he heard the Lenap6 war-ciy, which was 
the appointed signal, he retreated with his ows 
band of twenty men to the point where the in- 
terview between Mah^ and the Black-foot 
had taken place, which was about forty yards 
higher up the mountain, and where the gorge 
was almost as narrow «nd precipitous as at the 
pass below. Here he concealed his men among 
the rocks, and Ethelston primed and loaded 
three rifles which they had taken from the 
Osages, and which were now destined for the 
use of Wingenund and himself 

For several weary hours the youth watched 
in vain for tbe approach of the Black-feet ; and 
any nerves less steady than his own, would 
have been shiJcen by the remembrance of the 
disagreeable consequences that might resuk 
from the failure of his plot. He lay, however, 
still and motionless as the stone upon which his 
elbow rested, until, just as the grey hue of even- 
ing was beginning to steal over the landsc&pe 
he descried an Indian slowly ascendinj^ Vbe 
steep, followed at a distance by a long li<ie of 
warriors. A low whistle from V/ingenund 
warned his party to be ready, but ho moved not^ 
until the advancing band were sufficiently near 
for him to recognise in their leader the chie^ 
who had conferred with Mahega on the preced- 
ing day. 

While they were approaching in careless se 
curity, the Grows prepared fur the attack, each 
man being provided with a tough halter of bt- 
son-hide, in addition to his usual weapons or 
bow, knife, and war^jlub, and the leader of ihb 
Black-feet had already passed the lower gorge,, 
(where White-Bull and his party were conceal- 
ed,) ere he sounded the signal preconcerted 
with Mahega. Wingenund immediately replied 
by a nimilar sound drawn from the wbistlo^ 
which he had seenred, desiring at the same time 
the Ciow who wore the dress of the slaia- 
Osag^ to aAiow Umself at the edge of the rook 
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iMtiBf the pass. The Blaok-lbot chief, eom- 
jleieiy deceiYed, toiled laxily up the steep and 
jHirrow asoeot, beckoning to his men to follow ; 
and jast as he reached the upper station Win- 
^enund, seeing that twelve or fourteen of them 
weiD now fairly caged between the party below 
laul his own, leapt from his concealment upon 
the astonished leader of the Black-feet, and 
dealing him a blow on the head that stunned 
and disabled him, shouted aloud the war-cry of 
the Lenape. 

No sooner was the signal uttered, than White- 
Boll rushed from his ambuscade, and seized the 
4>ass below ; so that the unfortunate Black-feet, 
enclosed between the two parties, panic-struck 
by the suddenness of the attack, and the fall of 
their leader, could neither fight nor fly ; and in 
spite of their desperate, but unavailing attempts 
at resistance, were all in the course of a few 
minutes disarmed and securely bound. 

Meanwhile the main body of their comrades 
made a gallant attempt to force the lower pass, 
hut it was so stoutly defended by the Crows, 
and was in itself so, narrow and difficult, that 
they were soon forced to retire with loss. Nei- 
ther could those who succeeded to the com- 
mand bring them again to the attack. The war- 
cry of the Lenap6 bad never before been heard 
in these glens, and the dismayed Black-feet 
thought that ^he evil spirits were fighting 
against them; while to increase their terror, 
Ethelston and Wingenund fired two of the 
rifles over their heads, the bullets from which 
whistled past them, and the echoes of their 
report, prolonged by the rocks and crags around 
died away at length like the muttered thunder 
of a distant storm. Terrified by the suddenness 
of the attack, and by the noise of the fire arms, 
ignorant of the number, position, and even of 
the nation of their unexpected assailants, and 
fearful that another manoeuvre might cut oflf 
their retreat, they fled precipitately down the 
mountain side, and baited not until they brought 
their tale of disgrace and disaster into the 
Kainna camp. 

In the course of a few hours after the events 
above narrated, Wingenund and White-Bull 
stood together before the lodge of th? aged 
chief of the Crows, whom the former addressed 
as follows :—" My father, see there the Kainna 
chief, and twelve of his best warriors ; they are 
prisoners; their life hangs upon my father*s 
breath ; the promise of Wingenund has not been 
blown away by the wind." 

Besba having duly translated this address, 
was desired by the old chief (whose astonish- 
ment was scarcely exceeded by his delight) to 
bestow the highest praise that he could express 
npon the young Delaware's skill and courage ; 
to which effusion of complimentary eloquence 
^e replied, *'My father, Wingenund has not 
seen many summers ; he has no skill in speech, 
nor experience in council ; but he knows that 
the Great Spirit loves a single tongue, and a 
true heart. Mah^ga was cunning as a wolf, 
swift as a deer, strong as a bison bull ; but 
there was poison in his heart, and lies dwelt 
andcf his tongue, like snakes under a smooth 
ftone. What is the end ! The mountain-buz- 
lards pick his bones; and when his children 
aak,— where is the grave of Mah6ga1 there 
Aali l»e aope to answer. My father, when the 



j BUD has risen, the treaty shall be nude, the 
' pipe of peace shall be smoked, and the Medicine 
of the White tent shall bring many good things 
to the Upsaroka." 

' Having thus spoken, Wingenund retired to 
the lodge of Besha ; and the captive Black-feel 
having been placed under a guard, White-Bull 
remained in consultation with his father, while 
the other warriors soon forgot in sleep the fa - £' 
tigues of the past eventful day. S| 



CHAPTER XLIV 

Winfmnnd snd his friends return towards their camp.- ^ 
A seiloas adventure and a serioui argument occur bv 
the way.— Showing, also, how the eztremea of |pri«( 
surprise, and Joy may be crowded into the space (tf a 
few minutes. 

The result of the consultation between 
White-Bull and his father was, that the terms 
of the treaty made with Wingenund should be 
strictly observed ; but lest the ingenuous reader 
should be misled into the belief that this resolu- 
tion was influenced by any considerations of 
good faith or honesty, it may be as well to in- 
form him that the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of the two opposite courses were die- 
cussed with the most deliberate calculation, 
and the path of honour was at length selected 
upon the following grounds : — 

First. It was ex[^ient to make friends with 
the allied band, inasmuch as the latter were 
formidable enemies from their courage, skill, 
and equipment. 

Secondly, They had many bales of cloth, blan- 
kets, and other goods, of which they would 
probably make liberal presents to their friends ; 
and 

Thirdly. The Crows having just incensed and 
triilmpbed over their hereditary foes the Black- 
feet, they might expect reprisals from the latter ; 
in which event, the alliance of a band com- 
manding upwards of twenty ** medicine-fir^ 
weapons,'^ was not to be despised. 

Having embraced this resolution, and com- 
municated it by secret messengers to the prin- 
cipal braves and conjurers, the worthy sire and 
son summoned them to a grand council on the 
following morning, at which the treaty was 
ratified in due form ; Wingenund, Paul Muller, 
and Ethelston representing the allied band, and 
each party loading the other with praises and 
compliments, until the oily tongue of Besha was 
almost weary of translating and retranslating 
their expressions of mutual amity and fidelity. 

The four unhappy survivors of Mah^ga*s band 
were now brought forward, their arms being 
securely pinioned behind them, and Besha in- 
quired of Wingenund his wishes concerning 
them. It needed only a word from his lips, 
and they would have been stabbed, burnt, or 
more slowly tortured to death on the spo^. 
The youth looked at them sternly for a moment, 
and Paul Muller trembled lest the vengeful in- 
stinct of his race should guide his decision ; but 
he replied, "Wingenund will take them with 
him to the Lenape camp. War-Eagle, Netis, 
and the Black Father shall hold a council, and 
what they think best, it shall bo done." 

Etbelstcya, Paul MuUer, and Wii^genund now 
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prepared to bid adiev to their Grow friendft, it I 
liaYing been agreed that White-BuH, aceompa- 
vied by some of his principal hrares^' ahuuld 
Tisit the Delaware camp on the following day 
to interchange presents, and confirm the alliance 
thus happily and unexpectedly commenced : 
and as a further proof of his friendly disposition, 
the Crow chief permitted Bending- willow to 
send a girdle of delicate fawn-skin, adorned 
with feathers and stained quills, to the " Great 
Hedicine of the white tent/* 

Wingenund had still kept possession of the 
three Osage rifles, one of which was io the 
hands of Ethelston, and the other two he now 
loaded, and offered one to Paul Miiller. 
. ** Nayt my son,'' said the Missionary, smiling, 
.** these bands are not skilled in the use of the 
firelock ; neither do they desire to be acquainted 
with any weapon more dangerous than this 
oaken staff. The shedding of human blood 
would ill beseem a humble minister of the 
Gospel of Peace." 

'' The words of the Black Father," said the 
youth respectfully, **are full of goodness and 
truth ; but he must not forget that the path 
lies over rough and dangereus places; that 
there are four prisoners, who may attempt to 
overcome or escape from us, and that we may 
meet enemies by the way ; therefore Winge- 
nund wished to give the Black Father a wea- 
pon to defend himself" 

^ The motive my son, was natural and blame- 
jess ; nevertheless, I purpose to abstain from 
handling any deadly weapon, and to entnist 
my personal safety to Him who has so mar- 
vellously preserved us through trials, captivity, 
and dangers innumerable. My children," con- 
tinued the worthy man in the English tongue, 
** before we depart hence to revisit ourfriends, 
•et us together thank God for the great mer- 
cies shown unto us ; let us implore his /ur- 
'ther protection for ourselves and all dear to us ; 
and let us humbly entreat Him, in His own 
good time, to sollen, turn, and enlighten the 
Hearts of those benighted children of the wil- 
derness, so that they may hereafler, with us, 
"be brought to His heavenly kingdom." 

As he said these words the venerable Mis- 
sionary dropped upon his knees, Ethelston and 
"Wingenund kneeling beside him, while he utter- 
ed a fervent prayer, which embraced, in simple 
yet eloquent language, all the objects above al- 
luded to. 

Great was the surprise of the Crows at the 
attitude of the three, and their sudden abstrac- 
tion from all that was passing around, but Besha 
having whispered to the chief that they were 
talking to the Great Spirit, he made a signal that 
profound silence should be observed, fearful that 
'if they were disturbed or anyways annoyed, 
they would invoke evil upon himself and his tribe. 

The prayer was concluded, and they were 
about paying their farewell salutations to the 
chiefs, when the low wailing of a female voice 
from an adjoining lodge caught the Missionary's 
ear, — an ear to which the accents of distress 
ever found immediate entrance. Having desir- 
ed Besha to enquire into the cause of her com- 
plaint, he learnt that sh^ was the wife of the roan 
who had been struck down by Mah^ga's war- 
club, afler it had grazed the cheek of Winge- 
nund, and that her husband was now lying in a 



•tate of great mlainy kni abtTeHnf . tVi mfK^ ^ 
a gestnre of iMpetience fmm the ]>!la«nii^ 
youth, whose feet burned to be upon the Itime* 
ward path, the Missionary approached the aul^ 
ferer, and carefully examined his condition. H# 
found that the bcHies of the broken arm bad beoa 
joined with tolerable skill and success, ar.d that 
it was well secured by bandages to a straight 
splinter of piue-wood, but whether owing to the 
roughness of the treatment, or the pain lie hai 
undergone, he was now in a high and dangerous 
state of fever. The Missionary had still con- 
cealed In his girdle a small bag, containing^ 
among other medicines, a few powders exacts 
ly adapted to the emergency ; of these he mix- 
ed one with a little water, and having given it 
to his patient, led another with Besha, desiring 
that it might be administered at noon, and that 
no meat should be given to him until the follow- 
ing day. "With these remedies, and with 
the blessing of the Great Spirit," said he, as he 
retired, " the man will soon be well." 

<* Did I understand rightly," said Ethelstoa 
to Wingenund. " that White- Bull comes over 
to-morrow with his braves to complete the 
treaty with us, aud exchange presents." 

** It is so settled," replied the youth. 

" Would it not then be better to let him and 
his men bring with them the Crow prisoneri^ 
they are four desperate men, and only we twe 
are armed ; if they mutiny by the way, we ahai 
be obliged to shoot them in self-defence." 

*' My brother does not know the Wasbashe 
and the Upsaroka," said Wingenund, smiling 
"both of them love the Pale-faces and the Lo- 
nape as the wolf loves the deer. No, my broth- 
er, let the prisoners go with us ; our eyes must 
be open ; if they try to run away or do us harm^ 
the rifle must keep them quiet." 

The youth spoke these words in a low, deter- 
mined tone, and Ethelston feeling that he conl4 
not gainsay their truth, listened while Wingenund 
repeated the warning to the Osages in their 
own tongue, informing them that if they made 
the slightest attempt at escape, or demonstra- 
tion of violence by the way, they would be in- 
stantly shut ; a sullen and silent inclination of 
the h^'^d, signifying that he was understood, 
was the only reply ; and once more greeting 
their Crow allies, the little party moved off in 
the diret^tion of the Delaware camp, Wingenund 
leading the way, with a loaded rifle in his handr 
the Black -foot how and quiver slung at his back» 
and a knife and pistol taken from one of the 
Osages, being fastened in his girdle ; next came 
the four prisoners, with their arms still pinioned, 
but their legs entirely at liberty ; Paul Miiller 
and Ethelston brought up the rear ; the latter 
carrying two loaded rifles, one in his hand, and 
the otiier slung over his shoulder. 

It was a beautiful summer morning, the grey 
mists had arisen from the valley and curled in 
spiral folds round the rugged and precipitous 
rocks that frowned above it. Short and scant 
as was the herbage, still as it glistened in uia 
early dew and hung forth its diamond drops in 
the sun, it imparted a touch of sweetness to 
scenery, the dreary barrenness of which migrht 
otherwise have oppressed the mind of the trar- 
eller with a feeling of desolation. Never, per- 
haps, over that, or over any other mountain 
track passed a lighter foot or ai more rejoicing 
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bMrlthan ttet •foorTomig friend Wingemind. 
Tfad dreams of boytuied, dreanift that a feW- 
weeks agu he bad himaelf deemed visiunary, or 
at lease remote, were already aocompltsbed i he 
bad woa the gold spun of Indian chivalry ; in 
Itie danee^ or the oouncil, or the field, neither 
envy nor detraction could now forhid his mix- 
ing with the hrares and warriors of his tribe ; 
and bis heart exulted within hint as be thought 
of presenting to Netis and War-Eagle the scalp 
of their arch enemy, the insolent captor of Prai 
Tie-htrd, the great warrior of the Osages, slain 
•by bis own tuind. These were feelings which 
the boy-her«> could share with none, for with 
Ethelston he was as yet little acquainted, and 
Paul Mnller he knew to be averse to all thoughts 
of strife and conflict ; still the feelings arose 
uncliecked and unrepressed within his bosom 
when he remembered the name by which he was 
^sailed, the deeds of those who had borne it be- 
Ibre him ; and mingled with these memories of 
the past came the proud reflection, that where- 
ever the Delaware tongue was yet spoken among 
the scattered bands of the Ancient People on the 
iHinks of the Missouri and Ohio, of Susquehana 
and Miami, the song of I^enape warrior and Le- 
nape maiden would tell how the scourge of their 
tribe, Mah4ga, the Bltiody-hand, had been slain 
by Wingenund, the brother of War-Eagle ! 

The events. of the preceding days had been to 
the youth the' realised romance of his' life, and 
418 bestrode along the mountain-side, he felt as 
if his expanded chest were a world too narrow 
for the high emotions that swelled within it. 

Perhaps it may seem unnatural to the reader 
that ami(ist all the excitement of awakened 
bope, ambition, and exultation, the youth -for- 
^t «et for a moment the perils by which he 
was surrounded. It is oar business to describe 
Hie Ind^ian cberacter, not as it might be, if de- 
ilgned ** to point a moral or adorn a tale,** 
but as il Is, with all those lights and shades 
wMcb distinguish it from that of white men ; 
•and one of the most remarkable features — one 
whieb has also escaped the observation of those 
writers who are chiefly qiioted as authority on 
this subject-^sthat pmwer of reserved abstrac- 
tion whiob th^ mind of the Indian aoquires as a 
result of an early and constant habit of control 
over the will. Tb«rs, during the wildest flight 
of his imagination, and the highest aspirations 
^f his ambitious hopes, under an excitement 
whicfh would have rendered an English youth of 
bis years blind, and deaf, and careless ibr a mo- 
ment of all 'that was passing around, the quick 
eye of Wingenond roved with incessant motion 
ifom hill to vale, embracing every hollow that 
-lAigiu contain an ambush, and every crag near 
bis path that might give shelter to a foe. 
• Eihelston conversed little with the Mission- 
ary, for there was a thought which lay close te 
bis be^t, and made its pulses throb m<ire quick- 
ly at every' step that he made towards the Del- 
aware camp. Already they were within a few 
miles of it when, in passing a streamlet that 
flowed across their path, Wingenund suddenly 
turned and proposed to his companions t9 re- 
fi€£li^ themselves with a drink. 

Passing the Osages, he came back to Ethel- 
atun, and said to him, while the Missionary filled 
a isroall tin cup with water, ** My brother's eyes 
ba«a4Mea absit, lot bin bemidy Miw:eBeef| 



the pnaeneieis fren^ nnA Smenhnost dst tbe* 
bands of a second.** 

Accustomed to dangers and emergeheiiM^ 
Ethelston did not start, nor take any outward 
notice of the young Delaware** observations^ 
but he replied, " It is tnie^ I have been heed* 
less, but it is not too late to repair the error: 
seize him while he is drinking ; I will secure 
the others ; do not take life, if it can be avoided.*' 

Wingenund took the hint and earried the cup 
round, oflTering a draught to each of the pinioned 
Osages, without appearing to notice the severed 
thonff hanging from the wrist of the one who 
had freed himself. 

Thus thrown off his guard, and thmking he 
was unsuspected, the Osage stooped to drink 
from the cup, when Wingenund seissed him with 
his left hand, and, presenting a pistol to hit 
breast, said to him, in hia own tongue, ** If yon 
stir, you <?ie.** 

Reckless of consequences, and deapairbig of 
mercy in the Delaware camp^ the fieree Osage 
sprang upon the youth, and strove to wiandi 
the pistol from his grasp. Being a powerM 
man, he might have succeeded in the attempt, 
had not a blow from the butt end of £thelsten*a 
rifle laid him etnnned and prostrate eo tbi 
ground. 

The three other prisoners, seeing tbehr oon^ 
rade*s helpless condition, ceased from tbe vio- 
lent efforts which they had been making to frae 
themselves, and by the time that he had raeor- 
ered from the eflfeets of the blow, his aims wen 
pinioned more strongly than before, svl the 
thongs by which the others were fastened wvre 
re-examined and secured. 

While engaged in this operatiott, Wingennnd 
showed to Ethelston a sharp flint with which 
tbe Osage had cut his own bands, and had be^ 
gun to separate those of his next comrade in 
the line of march ; a few minutes move, ani 
his hands would ^dso have been free, in wbicb 
ease ttie task of our two friends woukl not hsfsa 
proved s6 easy. 

. Ethelston well anderstood Wingenoad^i 
meaning, as the latter showed him the hM 
cut thong on the wrist of the seoond Indiaa^ 
and he said, '* I eonfess I was blind, my yoaat 
friend, and am asbamed of myself; yoa will 
have but a low opinion of my talents as a wai*- 
rior.*' 

** My brother's eye may have wandered a liti* 
tie,*' replied tbe youth, smiling, ** because he is 
not skilled in the Washashe tricks; but his 
heart is in the right place, and his hand knows 
how to strike ; a few suns will rise and set be^ 
fore the skull of that dog forgets what my bvoth*- 
er bestowed upon it.*' 

'* It was time to strike hard, because i did 
not wish to strike twice. As I had requested 
you not to shoot, I felt that I had made myself 
/inswerable for your safety, and if that seoond 
fellow had succeeded in freeing his hands, we 
might have had some troublesome work of it. 
But tell me, Wingenund, how did you, while 
walking in front, discover what was passing 
behind you 1*' 

''The Osage told me himself," replied tbe 
youth, again smiling. 

" I do not ooderstand you, for assured^ be 
never spoke." 

** Not with bis tongue, bat plainlr enongii wbb 
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bisfaoe. I laitoi.ioimd oaee or twiee, and my 
9je met his ; I saw there was roia^ief, for be 
kK^nd too food. Wbeo I passed to ask you 
for tbe oop, I looked afain, qoiokly, bat eloeer, 
and saw that bis hands were free, though be 
gapt them together as hefore." 

£tliebton coold not forbear laagbing at the 
yoath*s notion of tbe ill-favoared Osage '* kMk- 
Bg too good." but feeling both amoaed and in- 
erssted by bis replies, be again aaid, '* I must 
own my admiration of your quick-sightedness, 
for doobtless tbe Osage tried to make the ex- 
pression of his fiice deceiTe you." 

** He has not the face of an Indian warrior/' 
said tbe yontb, scomfolly. " When a deed is to 
be done or conoealed, let my brother try ana 
mad it in the fiioe of War-£a^e, or any great 
ebief of the Lenap^ ! As well might he strive to 
ooont the stones in the deepest channel of the 
great Muddy River,* or tbe stars of heaven in 
a dottdy night !" 

Tbe party had now struck a hroad trail, lead- 
faig across the valley, and up the opposite height. 
In tbe direction of the Delaware camp ; the 
Oaage prisoners were therefore sent to the 
fnmt, and ordered to march forward on the trail, 
by which means Wingenand enjoyed the ad- 
vantage of watching their movements, while he 
oontioned to converse with his friends. 

^^ I own," said Ethelstoo, *' that I had not he- 
fore ooDsidersd a command over the moaeles 
of the oounteoanoa as being a matter of so' 
mooh iroportanoe in tbe character of an Indian 
warrior." 

** Nevertheless the youth is right ia what he 
says," replied Paul Mullen ** Where cunning 
and artifice are so often resorted to, a natural 
and unoonoemed air i^ candour is an admirable 
ahield of defence : the quickness of sight which 
yon lately observed in Wingenund, is a beredi- 
taiy qoaltty in bis race. The grandfather Ta- 
aaennnd wds so celebrated for it, that he was 
failed by a mune signifying, ' The man who has 
qrea in his back :' he was killed only twenty 
years ago, during tbe fierce irruption made by a 
band of tbe five nations into the valley of Wyo- 
ming, to which the old man had retired in the 
hope of ckieing his eyes in peace." 

** I have heard.of that tragedy*" said Ethels- 
ton ; " indeed, it occurred wb|le I was at school 
on the banks of the Muskingum ; and often, as 
tbe boys went or returned, they used to frighten 
each other with cries of « The Indians !' but I 
have since been much absent from my own 
country, and never rigbtiy understood who were 
the aetora in that scene of terror, and what 
were tbe tribes osnally known by tbe name of 
tbe Six Nations, for so I have always heard 
tbera called." 

*< There were in fact only ^re," replied the 



* Tba M tsaonri is hera nlluded tn, tho anctont name of 
which. ** Pekiunoui.** signtaeti " muddy water," in tlie 
languaf • of the Illinois, once a most powerful tribe, d well- 
inf near Its confluence with the Mississiftpi. They have 
rinee givm a name to one of the states of the Union, but 
not one of the tribe sarvives at this day. Borne antiqua- 
ffans think that they were formerly a branch of the great 
nation of the Delawares (a supposition confirmed by tlie 
iMemManee of their mune, IHenni, to that of the Lenni 
—LenapA) : one half of which remained on tbe ffreat 
prairies bordering the Mississippi, while the other half 
owrran, and finally^ oeeupiea, the greater portion of 
•ountn^betwaentlieOVoaw^lhr.iUUBd^.'M^^ ~ ^ 



MiaaiaoaTy; **liiraltbo«^tbeTii8eann«iJti»" 
ed the confederation, th^ did not originall) be- 
long to it. These Awe are known among white- 
men by the following namea : tbe Mohawks^. 
Oneidas, Cayugaa, Onoodagas, and Senecaa; , 
and it waa a band of tbe latter that made the j 
irruption into tbe valtey of Wyoming. I daro < 
aay that Wingenund knows more of them thaa ' 
I do, for he often beard Tamenund apeak of. : 
them, and he knew their biatory like the tra- 
ditions of bis own tribe.*' 

" Wingenund has not forgotten,** replied the V 
youth, ** what his grandfather taught him con» " 
coming the Five Nations; The namea spokeft 
by the Black Father are those commonly given 
them ; but they call themselves otherwise." 

" Tell me, Wingenund,** saki Ethelston, " the 
names by which they are known among them- 
selves 1" 

*' Tbe Mohawks are called Coningionah ; the 
Oneidas, Oni-eut-kah— ^r, * The people of the 
standing-stone ;* the Cayugas, Senanda Wanan- 
du>nah— *Tbe people of tbe great pipe;* tbe 
Onoodagas, Nundagekah-*-* People of the amall 
hill ;* the Senecas, Nundawi-gab — * People of 
the big hill.* But the council name of the last 
is diflferent.** 

** What do you mean by the council name V^ 

" Many of tbe nations have more than one 
name ; and the council name is never spoken 
except by the chiefs and wiae men in council ; 
the women and boya aeUom know it ; and, if 
they do, they must not speak it.** 

" Did Tamenund tell you the council name of 
tbe Senecas ?** 

" Yes ; it is Oni-hoout--< Those who shut the 
door;* because the Senecas live tbe furthest to 
the southwest, and guard the others from tbe 
approach of their enemies."* 

** It always appeared to me,** said Etbelston^ 
turning to the Missionary, "that tbe variety 
and arbitrary alteration of Indian names pre* 
sent an insuperable barrier in the way of any 
inquiry into their national or local history.** 

** Certainly, my aon : the difllculty is greats 
and proceeds from various cauaes : — First, be* 
cause it is frequently, perhaps generally, tho 
caae among Indian nations, that the son takes 
the name of the mother, and not, as with us» 
that of the father. Secondly, there often are» 
as you have just learnt from Wingenund, two 
or three names by which the same peraon or 
tribe is designated. Thirdly, nothing is more 
common than for a warrior to receive a new 
name from any daring or remarkable feat that 
he may have performed, in which caae hia for- 
mer name is dropped, and soon forgotten : and^ 
lastly, it must be remembered, that we, Ameri- 
cans, Germans, and English, have obtained th^* 
greater part of our Indian nomenclature, botb. 

< * These, and many other partlcaiarB respecttag the Sitf- 
Nations, the author had froin the lips of a veteran, who ' 
was carried off as a child by the Senecas when thev 
sacked Wyoming. He was adopted into their tribe, anBr 
lived with them the greater pvt of his lifh, during a por- 
Uon of which he acted for them in the capacity of inter- 
preter and Indian agent : aOerwards he retired lo spend a. 
vigorous and green old age in the western pnrt of the sUls 
of New York. He alwavs spoke with affectioaaie en- 
thuelum of Ms adopted kindred, and It was easy tn se» 
that Uie white nian*H blood in his veins circulated through* 
an Indian heart. ' Those who wish to know more of th» 
early history of the Five Nations, are refteired to the ae 
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wbo, in the ▼trioM oapaoities of powouora, 
adT«flMiiers, misaioiianM, Toyageura, hunters, 
and inlerpvetera, haT&overmn alraoat the whole 
of this continent before us.** 

*Ms it, then,.' your opinion that the French 
tniTeUers and writers irom whom these names 
hsTe been chiefly deriTed, haTe been very 
careless and inaccurate in their. transcription 
of them V* 

"Extremely so. When they first reached 
and descended the Mississippi, they called it the 
' Colbert ;* afterwards on finding what a mag* 
aifioent river it became when it received the 
waters of the Missouri, they called it * La ri- 
viere St. Louis,' by which name it was known 
for many years, until insensibly it recovered its 
Indian appellation. When the adventurers 
eame to any unknown tribe, they called them 
by some name descriptive of the accidental cir- 
cumstances under which they first saw them, 
and these names they have ever since retain- 
ed. Thus, the Winnebagoes in the north hap- 
pened, when first visited, to be drying fish in 
their camp, and thence obtained the pleasant 
name by which they are now known, * Les Pu- 
ans !' Another band, some of whom had ac- 
eidoataliy been scorched, by the prairie and un- 
derwood near their encampment taking fire, 
have ever since been called * Les Bois-brules ;' 
another, * Les Gros Ventres.'* The Dahcotah 
nation they have called * lies Sioux ;' the Ari- 
oara, * Les Ris ;* and so forth, until it is difficult, 
if not impossible, to recognize any of the origi- 
nal Indian names under their French disguise." 

"I grant this," said Ethelston. *'Yet we 
must not forget that the English have in sever- 
al instances laid themselves open to the same 
charge ; otherwise the great > nation to which 
oar young friend belongs would not have been 
caUed afler a Norman baron ! But you will 
surely allow that the early French missionaries 
in North America were men of great piety, 
learning, and enterprise V 

** It is true, my son, many of them were so ; 
and none can feel more grateful than I do to 
such of |hem as laboured sincerely in the ser- 
vice of the Gospel. Yet I am bound to say, 
that in the best authorised account which they 
sent to France from Natchez of the surround- 
ing country,t there is so much pedantry, preju- 
dice, and fancy, mingled with highly interest- 
ing information, that the book cannot be quo- 
ted as one possessing historical authority. A 
writer who gravely infers that the Mississippi 
Indians came from the north-eastern straits, 
from the identity of the Choctaws wifh the peo- 
' pie of Kamch&kt& (or Hoyaume des Chactas), 
must expect that some of his other arguments 
and speculations should be received with dif- 
fidence. — But see, wo have reached the sum- 
mit of this range, and Wingenund*s sparkling 
eye is already fij^ed upon the tent of Prairie- 
bird." 

, •* There it is !" said the youth ; ** They have 
0K>ved it since I came away, and placed it on 
that point nearer the stream." 

Little did he suspect what had occurred du- 
ring his brief absence, as, with a UmI light and 
daatlc as his heart, he put himself at the head 
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of hit little pwlgrr«<»A-MtlSB way awiflKy to- 
wards the camp. 

. As the party drew near the camp th«^ feU ins 
with the out-piquet on guard in that quarter, 
consistiDg of one of the Delaware braves and- 
two of his men, to whom Wingeniind entrusted 
his Osage prisoners, adding, " Give them >iiater 
and food, but let them not escape." 

The brave look full in the face of the youth. ■ 
then his eye roved from the scalp at his belt to> ' 
the pinioned Osages, and a grim smile played 
across his features ; but they almost instantly 
relapsed into the grave and gloomy expression 
that they had before worn ; not another word 
was spoken, and the three passed on towards 
the white tent. As they drew near, they saw 
a group of hunters, among whom were Pierre 
and Bearskin, sitting round a smouldering fire, 
some smoking, and others engaged in mending 
their moccasins or cleaning their pistols and 
rifles. There was neither joke nor song amongst 
them ; and although they started up to welcome 
their rescued and returning friends, the latter 
perceived that something was wrong, and ii 
was. with aching and foreboding hearts that 
they returned the friendly greeting, and passed 
onward towards the tent, before which they 
saw Reginald and Baptists in earnest conver- 
sation. 

ReginaM no sooner saw them, than he sprang 
forward to embrace Ethelston, exclaiming, **Ood 
be praised for this great and unexpect^ com- 
fort I" 

Ethelston looked in his friend's face ; and it» 
expression confirming his apprehensions, his 
lip grew pale and trembled ; he gasped for 
breath, as, pressing Reginald's hand within his 
own, he said, ** Speak — speak ! tell me what has 
happened 1" then pointing to the tent, he added,. 
" Is she safe 1 — is she well 1" 

** She is safe— she is well !" replied Reginald ; 
*' Nevertheless — " 

Ethelston heard no more, but a deep groaa 
relieved the oppression of his heart, as he ejac- 
ulated, " Blessed be the God of Meiciee !" and 
covering his face with his hands, stood for »^ 
moment in silenca 

Reginald was surprised at this extraordintfy 
emotion in his friend, usually so composed and 
cahn, and at the deep interest that he took in 
one whom, although betrothed to his intended 
brother-in-law, he had not yet seen. But h8 
added, gravely, ** God knows, my dear friend, 
that my gratitude is not less fervent than yours. 
Precious as her life is, it has however been ran- ^ 
somed at a price dearer to me than aught else « 
on earth besides herself. Wingenund," he 
continued, addressing the youth and afl'ection* 
ately taking his hand, " you are the son of a v. 
race of heroes ; is your heart firm 1 are yoa 
prepared to sufiTer the griefs that the GreM 
Spirit thinks fit to send 1" 

The youth raised his dark eyes to the speak* 
er's face ; and subduing by a powerful effort 
the prescient agony of his soul, he said in a 
low tone, " Let Netis speak on ; the ears of 
Wingenund are ready to hear what the Great 
Spirit has sent." 

" Dear Wingenund, alas I War-Eagle, oer be- 
loved brother is — " 

*' Dead !" interrupted the youth letting tba 
butt.of his rifle iall heavily to the ground. 
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Ibr Im is hart bejroad an hope of cvra, yet Mf- 
flirt t#rtor6 Mcrti as nOM bat hiaMlf emild en- 
^m% withool eomplaUit.'' 
' ft W9M fearfW for those who ttood by lo 
mumtm the egonitiiig otrvggle ofemotiont that 
eeevuloed the frame of the young Delaware 
on receiving thia annoanoement ; &r War-Ea- 
gle had been to htm not only a brother, but 
rather, eompanion, and friend, the object on 
whoBft all the affeetiona of hit young heart had^ 
been concentrated with an intensity almost 
• idolatrous ; yet even in the extremity of an- 
gnieh he forgot not the rude yet high philoso- 
phy of his race and nature ; be could not bear 
that any human eye shiNild witness his weak- 
ness, or that any white roan should be able to 
«ay that Wingenund, the last of the race of 
raroenund, had auccnmbed to suflbring. Ter- 
rible was the internal conflict'; and while it 
was yet uncertain how it might end. his hand 
■oeidentally lested upon his belt, and his fingers 
sloeed upon the scalp of M ah^ga ; instantly, as 
if by majgic, the grief of the loving brother was 
enmhed by the stoie pride of the Indian war- 
rior. 

<* War-ESagle is not dead ; his eyes shall look 
epon the- scalp of hia great enemy slain by the 
hand which he first taught to use a bow ; and 
wiMn he gees to the hnnting-lields of the brave, 
em* fathem nay ask him, 'Where is the scalp 
sfthe destroyer of owr race t* ** Such were the 
thoughts that shot like wild-fire through the 
•bfaitt and through the breast of the young Dela- 
wwe, as, with a oountenaooe almost haughty in 
Its expression, he drew up his graceful form to 
its fttU height, saving, "M^ere is War-Eaglet 
Wingemind weuld aee him. I^et the Black 
Fteher ge too; perhaps his healing akill might 
avail." 

** I win not deeeiTO you, dear Wingenund ; no 
human skill can avail our departing friend. He 
IS BOW within the tent; Prairie-bird watched 
with bin all the night ; she spoke to him oaen 
Isords frem Ood*s own book, and they seemed 
10 oomAnt him, for he smiled, and said he would 
gladly bear more. She has retired to take a few 
Ksmrs* sleep, then she will return and resume 
her sad bet endearing task.** 

** Wingemmd will go to him ; but first let Ne- 
tis say whence the wounds of War-Ikigle came. 
Have enemies been near the camp I* 

With the eloquence of deep feeling Reginald 
briefly lelated the circumstances attending War- 
Sagle's devoted and heroic defence of Prairie- 
bird from the bears. 

Etbeiston and Paul Muller liatened with sua- 
pswled breath, and as he concluded exclaimed 
together, *« Noble, brave, and generous War- 
Bagle!" while the youth, pressing his lips to- 
felber aa if ateding his breast against softer 
•impressions, said, in a low tone, '*Twas well 
done ; few are the warriors whose single knife 
has reached the heart of a grisly bear. Let us 
go on to the tent.*' 

Reginald led the waff, and, lifting the flap, en- 
tered, followed by Etbeiston, Wingenund, and 
Paul Miiller. 

The chief waa' seated in the centre, propped 
by bales of cloth and fur ; his sunken eye was 
elosed from sleeplessness and exhaustion, and 
e blanket looaely thiown over his ahoulderst 
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powerfol and athktie frame. At hie aid* lay 
hia Avonrite pipe, hia wvr-cleb, knife, and rile ; 
while the fUthfel lita, etreicbed at his feet» 
strove in vain to restore their intural warmth, 
by applying to them hot atenea envekiped in the 
shrsds of a hbinket, which she had torn up for 
the purpoee^ l*he entrance of the patty was 
not unmarked by the wounded ebie^ ami a smile 
passed over hia wasted features when he un- 
closed his eyes, and recognised Wingenund and 
the two others wiiom he had rescued fiuen the 
Crows. 

••The Black Father is weleome,'* he eaid, ia 
a faint but cheerful voioe^ ** and so is the- Irienfl 
of Netis : and War-Eagle is glad to aee the fhee 
of his brother Wmgenund.** 

We have seen how the youth bad, by a des- 
perate efliirt, nerved himself to bear, withoat 
giving way, the deecription of hie braiher'e 
wounds and hopeless eondttien ; yet, when the 
feeble tones of that hived voice thrilled upon hie 
ear, when his eye fell opo» the waated frame, 
and when he aaw written upon that noble conn- 
tenance proofs not to be mistaken, of tortme 
endured, and death approaching, (he atriag 
which bad reftased to be relaxed atarted asun 
der, and he felt aenseless to the gromd, wiiaa a 
stream of Mood gushed ftvm his mouth. 

Half raiaing himself by the akl of hie yet m> 
wounded arm. War- Eagle made a vain efliirt t» 
move towards his young brother, and hie eye 
ahone with aomethtng ef ita Ibniier eager loetra, 
as he said, in a voice fonder than he wae deem 
ed capable of uttering, " Let the Black Father 
lend his aid and sktU to the yooth ; he is the 
last leaf on the Untou branch ; dear ia hie blood 
to the Lenap6.*' 

•* Dearer to none than te me," said the Mls> 
sionary, raising and supporting the nnooneeieoa 
youth, ** for to him I owe my liberty, periiape 
my life. 'Tis only the niptme of a email bhiod- 
vessel ; fear not for him, my brave fKead, be 
will soon be better.*' 

While Paul MuHer, assisted by one ef the 
Delawares who stood at the entrance of the 
tent, carried the youth into the open ahr, and 
employed the restomtives which his experience 
suggested, the chief roused upon the werde 
which he had last heard, and inquired, addreee- 
ing himaelf to Reginald, ••What said the Black 
Father of hia life and libeity beiag given by 
Wingenund ?** 

'• Tell the Chief, Etbeiston, what haa befallen, 
and how you and Paul MQIIer were rescued by 
Wingenund . In my deep anxiety for my suflfer- 
ing friend, J was satisfied with seeing that yoa 
had returned in safety, and never inquired how 
you escaped.'* 

Ethelston drew near to the wounded chief, so 
that he might distinctly hear every ayllaMe sp(^ 
ken, and said, •• War- Eagle, as aurely as Prairie- 
bird owes her lifis and safety to your devoted 
courage, so surely do the Father and I owe our 
lives and liberty to that of Wingenund. Can 
ynu listen now, and follow me wh.le I tell yoa 
all that has happened 1" 

The chief gave a silent nod of aseent, and 
Ethelston proceeded, in the aimple language of 
true feeling, to relate to him the events record^ 
ed in the last chapter. At the oemmeoccnient 
of the namtm the ehief, expecting, prubtbly« 
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oeseAil ditfuttise or stratagem, eliiaed his eyes, 
as^ireppressed by the torturing pains that shot 
tbrmigh his frame; but he opened them with 
awakened interest when the scene of the coun- 
cil was described, and at the mention of Mah6- 
ga's name he ejaculated **Ha!** his counte- 
nance assumed a fierce expression, and his hand 
unconsciously grasped the war-club that lay be- 
: ■ side him. 

Regirfald listened with deep interest, and even 
Lita, who had hitherto appeared insensible to 
creryihing except the sufferings of her beloved 
tord, threw back the long hair from her eyes, 
marvelling what this might be that so excited 
and revived him; but when Ethelston related 
the catastrophe, how Mahega had thrown fiis 
dub, slightly grazing the youth, and how the 
fatter had, in presence of the assembled Crows, 
killed and scalped the great Osage, the breast 
of the Delaware warrior heaved with proud 
amotions, which quelled for the moment ail 
sense of the pains that racked his frame; his 
eye lightened with the fire of other days, and, 
waving the war-club over his head, he shoutpd, 
for the last time, the war-cry of his tribe. 

As the chief fell back exhausted upon his rude 
pHknw, the gentle voice of Prairie«bird was heard 
from the' adjoining compartment of the tent, call- 
ing Ijita to explain the meaning of the loud and 
unexpected cry by which she had been atoused 
from her slumber. Lita withdrew ; and, while 
her mistress made her rapid and sHent toilet, 
informed her of the safe return of the Black 
Father and Wingenund, and that the latter hav- 
^ ing been seized with a sudden illness, the friend 
fi of Reginald had remained by the chief, and had 
1 communicated some intelligence, which seemed 
- to affect him with the most extravagant joy and 
excitement. 

So anxious was the maiden to see her beloved 
preceptor, and so hastily did she fold the kerchief 
in the form of a turban round her head, that sev- 
eral of her dark tresses escaped from beneath 
it, and feH over her neck. The first dress that 
came to her hand was one made from a deep- 
blue Mexican shawl, of ample dimensions, given 
to her by the Missionary. Fastening this round 
her slender waist wirh an Indian girdle, and a 
pair of moccasins np<m her delicate feet, she 
went forth, catching up as she left the tent a 
scarf, which she threw carelessly over her 
shoulders. Greeting War-Eagle hastily, but 
-affectionately, as she passed, she flew with a 
^flowing cheek and beating heart to the spot 
where the Missionary still bent with anxious 
eolieitude over the reviving form of Wingenund. 

•'My father — my dear fkther!" she exclaim- 
ed, seizing his hand ; •* God be praised for thy 
safe return !** 

The venerable man embraced her tenderly, 
and, after contemplating for a moment her coun 
tenanoe beaming with filial affection, he placed 
his outspread hands upon her head, saying, with 
impressive solemnity, " May the blessing of God 
Test upon thee, my beloved child, and upon all 
near and dear to thee, for ever !** 

Prairie bird bowed her head meekly while 

>*8athing a silent amen to the holy man's ben- 

'j'iliotion, and then turned to inquire of her young 

«f ittier h(»w he now felt, and of Paul Miller in- 

^: he canse of his soAHnr iUneas. 
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speak to her gratefully in reply, and to press 
the hand which she held out to him. but he was 
much reduced by loss of blood, and the Mission- 
ary putting his finger to his lips enjoined him 
quiet and silence (or the present. He continu- 
ed, however, in a low voice to explain tc her 
the strange events that had lately occurred, and 
how he and the friend of her betrtithed owed to 
the heroism of Wingenund their life and liberty. 

While the maiden listened with^absorhed at- 
tention, every passage in the brief but ovnntful 
tale was legible on her eloquent countenance. 
As Reginald stood at a little distance gazing 
earnestly upon its chanceful loveliness, he was 
startled by a suppressed ejaculation from sotne 
one at his side, at the same time that his arm 
was seized and pressed with almost convulsive 
force. He turned uid saw his friend Ethelston, 
who, finding that War-Eagle had fallen into a 
tranquil sleep, had stolen out of the tent to the 
side of Reginald, where he firat caught a sight 
of the maiden as she listened to the Missionary's 
narrative. Reginald again observed with as- 
tonishment that his friend, usually so calm, 
trembled from head to foot ; his eye rested up- 
on the group with a preternatural fixedness, and 
his lips moved inaudibly like those of a man 
scarcely recovered from a trance. *< Gracious 
heaven ! what can have happened ! Edward, 
you are not surely ill .' that would indeed fill the 
cup of our trials to the brim. Speak to me, let 
me hear your voice, for your looks alarm me.*' 

Ethelston made no reply, but he pointed with 
his finger towards Prairie- bird, and two or three 
large tear-drops rolled down his cheek. 

While this was passing, Paul MiiUer had 
brought his tale to a conclusion, and his eye 
happening to light upon Ethelston, he contihu- 
ed (still addressing Prairie-bird), " And now, my 
dear child, it only remains for me to telt you the 
cause of our beloved young brother's weakened 
condition. The extremes of joy and of anguish 
will sometimes sweep before them the mighti- 
est bulwarks that can be raised in the heart ol 
man by his own unaided strengtK Wingenund 
opposed to the stroke of aflliction sent from on 
high not the meek, trusting endurance of Chris- 
tian resignation, but the haughty resistance ol 
human pride. Already he sees and repents his 
error, and the mist is clearing away from hia 
eyes ; but you, my dear child, have been bettei 
taught ; you have learnt, in all trials and in all 
emergencies, to throw youraeif upon the mercy 
of your heavenly Father, and to place youi 
whole trust in His gracious promises of pro- 
tection. We are more apt to forget this duty 
when our cup overflows with joy than when hiii 
chastening hand is upon us ; but it should no» 
be so. Promise me, then, promise me, my be- 
loved child, that in weal or in woe, in the rap 
ture of joy as in the extremity of sorrow, yos 
will strive to remember and practise it." 

Awed by the unusual solemnity of his manner 
the maiden bowed her head, and said, '* I pro 
mise." 

Scarcely had she said these words when Reg 
inald came forward, leading his friend Ethelston* 
who had by a strong effort recovered from hi» 
extreme agitation, and regained something o^ 
his usual composure* " Prairie-bird,*' said Reg* 
, inald; '* I wish' to make known to vou, mv moai 
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.<dikfU aoavmrioii*liiy tiMMa altadied friMid 
£Ui«]ston. Yoa mast love him now for my 
aake ; when yoa know him, yoa will do ao for 
his own own." 

Lesning on the Missionary's arm, the maiden 
laised herself from her stooping posture to greet 
the friend of her betrothed. **I have heard 
moch— ** she said, with her sweet natural dig- 
nity of manner : but she suddenly stopped, start- 
ing as if she bad seen a ghost, and elinging closer 
to Paul MoUefs arm, while her earnest gaze 
encountered the eyes of Etbelston fixed upon her 
with an expression that seemed to shake the 
nenres and fibres of her heart. To Reginald 
their sUence and agitation was an incomprehen- 
sible mystery ; not so to the Missionaiy, who 
still supported Prairie-bird, and whispered to her 
as she adfanced a step nearer to the stranger, 
" Tour promise." She understood him, for he 
heard her breathe the ABiighty*s name, as 
Etbelston also ad? anced « step towards her ; 
and again their looks dwelt upon each other 
with a fixed intensity that spoke of thoughts too 
crowded, and confused, and mysterious for ex- 
pression. At length Etbelston, whose strong 
and well-balanced mind bad triumphed over the 
first shock of emotion, addressed the maiden, 
saying, " Ha?e the latter years been ao happily 
spent that they have quite banished from the 
mind of Prairie-bird the memory of early days V* 

At the sound of bis Yoice the maiden started 
as if she had receifed an electric shock ; her 
bosom heaved with agitation, and her eyes fill- 
ed with tears. 

Again the Missionary whispered, '* Tour pro- 
mise!" whUe Etbelston continued, "Has she 
forgotten her own little garden with the sun- 
dial 1 and poor Mary who nursed, and dressed, 
and taught her to read? Has she forgotten the 
creat bible full of prints, of which she was so 
fiind ; and the green lane that led to Mooshanne 1 
Has Evy forgotten her Edward!" 

«• Tis he— 'tis he ! 'tis Eddy 1 my own, my 
long-lost brother !" cried the maiden aloud, as 
she threw herself into his arms ; and looking up 
into his face, she felt his cheek as if to assure 
herself that all was not a dream, and poured 
out her grateful heart in tears upon his bosom. 
She did remember her promise, and even in the 
first tumult of her happiness, she sought and 
derived from Him to whom she owed it, 
strength to endure its sudden and overwhelm- 
ing excess. 

•* 'Tis even so," said the Missionary, grasp- 
ing the astonished Reginald's arm, ** for some 
time I had suspected that such was the case ; 
Prairie* bird, my beloved pupil, and your be- 
trothed bride, is no other than Evelyn Etbel- 
ston, the sister of your friend. My suspicions 
were confirmed and almost reduced to certain- 
ty, during the first conversations that I held 
with him in St. Louis ; for he, being several 
years older than you, remembered many of the 
circumstances attending the disappearance and 
supposed destruction of his little sister by the 
Indians, when his father's bouse was ravaged 
and burnt. I foresaw that they must meet 
when he left the settlements in search of you, 
and though I prepared him for the interview, I 
thought it b^ter to say nothing to her or to you, 
bnt to leave the recognition to the powerful 
TOiee «f Natore. Yoa seethe reaolt in that lira- 



tcmal embneo, aad I have m m littk ^•g.'gwen 
to me by Tamennnd, when atthepointof dMth» 
proois of her identity that weoM eoaviBee » 
sceptic, were you disposed to be one ; the cov- 
er of a child's spelling book, in which her name 
is written at length (possibly bj Etbelston) and' 
a little kerchief with the initials E. £. in the 
corner, both of which were in ber hand when 
she was carried oflT by the Indians who spared 
and preserved ber !" 

While the Missionary felt beneath the fold* 
of his dark serge robe, for the bag which be had 
always carefully kept suspended by a ribbon 
from bis neck, Reginald's memory was busy ia 
recalling a thousand indistinct reooUectioas oC 
early days, and in comparing them with those 
of a more reeent date. 

** WelJ do I remember," he ezdaimed, "miae^ 
ing my sweet little playmate in childhood ! and 
how all allusion to the terrible calamity that be- 
fel our nearest neighbour and friend, was forbid 
in our family ! Scarcely ever, even in later 
years, have I touched upon the subject with 
Etbelston, fur I saw that it gaye him pain, and 
brought a cloud over his brow. Now, I can 
understand the wild and troubled expression 
that came across her countenance when she 
first saw me near the Oaage camp, and first- 
heard my voice, and bow she started, and after- 
wards recovered herself, when I toU her of 
Mooshanne! How blind have I now been to- 
everything save her endearing qualities, and 
the ten thousand graces that wait upon her an- 
gelic form ! See how like they are, now that 
a tide of feeling is poured into the countenance 
of my steady and composed friend ! Jealous 
as I am of ber time, and of every grain of her 
affectiqn, I must not grudge them a few min- 
utes of undisturbed intercoprse after a separa- 
tion of so many years ! Come, worthy Father, 
let us employ ourselves in tending and minis* 
tering to War-Eagle and Wingenund, and let 
us not forget that to them, next to Heaven, we 
are indebted for the life and happiness of every 
single member of our miracuknisly re-united 
circle." 

" Tou have a warm and a kindly heart, my 
young friend," said the Missionaiy, '* and that 
is a blessing without which all the other bless- 
ings of Heaven may fall like showers upon the 
Lybian desert. I know how you must long to 
pour out your feelings of afiectioa on this occa- 
sion to your friend, and to your betrothed ; but, 
believe me, yon will not have done amiss by 
following the first promptings of your heart 
Let us, as you propose, endeavour to soothe and 
comfort the 8ufi*erers. Wingenund is now suf- 
ficiently recovered to listen while yon relate to 
him these strange occurrences ; only caution 
him not to speak too much at present. I will 
return to the side of War- Eagle, and although 
it be too late now for us to attempt any remedy 
for his bodily pains, who shall limit the power 
of the Almighty, or circumscribe the operatioa 
of his hands 1 Who knows whether He may 
not think fit, even at the eleventh hour, to touch 
that stern and obdurate heart with a c<iil from 
his altar t And, oh ! my dear young frien(i, if 
such he his blessed purpose, I would not forege 
the privilege of being the humble instrument in 
eflecting it, for all the wealth, the hououis, the 
h/trniaeas, that earth can heatow " 
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Ifa gK wi a Moked altar the irortbj Bfhnonary 
«iilil he ^sappea/ed within the tent ; then, sigh- 
ing heavily, he aaid to himself, ** If zeal, hon- 
«vty, and trne piety <ain render any haman 
means available, assaredly that excellent and 
lioly man's at empt will not be made in vain ; 
and yet I fear that nothing short of a miracle 
can soften or subdue the stern pride of War- 
Eagle's spirit. How deeply anxious do I feel 
<br the issue I for I cannot forget that it was in 
defence of Prairie-bird that he incurred this fear- 
ful torture, ending in an untimely death ! His 
life sacrificed that mine might be happy with 
her ! Where, where, my generous Indian broth- 
er, shall I find, among the cities and crowded 
haunts of ci? ilized men, truth, self-denial, and 
deTOted aif^tion like thine! At least I will 
strive to fulfil the wish that I know to be near- 
est thy heart, by cherishing in my bosom's core 
thy beloved brother Wingenund !" 

Thus meditating, Reginald sat down by the 
young Delaware, and strove, by awakening his 
interest in the strange events lately brought to 
light respecting Prairie-blrd, to wean him from 
the deep dejection caused by his brother's hope- 
leas plight 



CHAPTER XLV. 

'-CtoBlBhitBf • treftQr iMdreen the Crowi and Delawares, 
and the death of aa lodiaa chief. 

It is unnecessary to describe at length the 
oecufiations of the party during the remainder of 
this eventful day ; how the r^-united brother 
and sister called up a thousand long-stored, en- 
dearing remembrances ; how they looked upon 
the childish relics preserved by the Missionary ; 
«nd how, after interchanging a rapid but inter- 
«esting sketch of each other's history, they turn- 
ed again to ^are with him and with Reginald 
the melancholy and afil^cting duty of attending 
upon the dying chieftain. His suflTerings were 
now less acute, but mortification had extended 
itself rapidly, and threatened hourly to terminate 
them altogether, by seizing upon the vitals. His 
mind seemed tranquil and collected as ever, only 
the watchful Missionary, observing that he lis- 
tened more attentively to the voice of Prairie- 
bird than to any other, he yielded his place be- 
side the dying man to her, entreating her to spare 
no efiTorts that might lead him, by the appointed 
path, to the Fountain of Mercy. 

Willingly did the maiden resume the task on 
which she had been employed during the greater 
part of the preceding night ; and after praying 
fervently for a blessing on her labours, she pro- 
ceeded to explain to him again, in his own lan- 
guage, some of the simplest and most affecting 
truths of the gospel dispensation. 

What an interesting spectacle for the con- 
templation of a Christian philosopher ! A hea- 
then warrior, whose youth had been matured 
with tales of fieree reprisal and revenge, whose 
path in life had been marked with blood, war 
being at once his pleasure and his pride, stretch- 
ed now upon the ground, still in the prime of 
•manhood, yet with shortening breath and ebb- 
ing strength, listening with deep attehtion to 
the words of hope and consolation pronounced 
by the Kps of her who had been, through life, the 
«eerrtl| treasured idol of hia heart Perhaps 



emhly i«ve^ pmdfi^ ■■ il had Img beai 
from passion, and ennobled by the sacrifice thai 
he had made to friendship, was the channel 
through which the mysterious influences of the 
Divine Spirit were appointed to flow ; for hit 
eager ear lost not a word of what she uttered, 
and bis heart was softened to receive from her 
lips truths against which, if delivered by anotbr 
er, its early prejudices might have rebelled. 

Partly by the religious creed of his race, and 
partly by former conversations with herself and 
the Missionary, he was already impressed with 
a just view of the principal attributes of Deity— 
his omnipotence, goodness, and eternity. The 
chief endeavour of Prairie-bird was now to con 
vince him that the God of the Christians ad- 
dressed the same word, the same promises and 
invitations, to the Indians as to them, and that 
they also were included in the vast and myste- 
rious scheme of redemption ; for this purpose 
she translated for him, into the Delaware tongue, 
some of those magnificent passages in Isaiah 
wherein the Amighty, after declaring this unity 
and irresistible power, sends forth his graoioof 
promises to the uttermost parts of the earth, to 
the isles, to the wilderness, to the inhabitants of 
the mountains, and those that dwell among the 
rocks, and concludea with the assurance, **I 
will bring the blind by a way that they knew not ; 
I will lead them in paths that they have not 
known. I will make darkness light before them, 
and crooked things straight ; these things wUl 
I do unto them, and not forsake them." 

War*£agle listened attentively, and gave the 
whole strength of his mind to the consideration 
of the subject propounded ; some of these truths 
he had heard before, but they had taken no fixed 
root, and had rather been dismissed unheeded, 
than weighed and rejected. Now they preaent 
ed themselves under a very diflferent aspect ; 
for they were pressed upon him with the moat 
aflfecttonate earneatness, by the one whom he 
looked up to aa the most gifted and thn most 
guileless of human beings ; and the Black Fa- 
ther also, for whom he entertained the highest 
esteem and regard, had told him repeatedly that 
every truth, everything necessary for happioesa 
after death, was written in that book from which 
she waa now reading ; that it waa, in short, the 
written command of Him whom he had from 
his youth addressed as the Great Spirit 

Deeply moved by these reflections (aided as 
they may perhaps have been by the operations 
of a mightier influence), the ehief propounded to 
his young instructress several inquiries, which 
it rejoic^ her to hear, aa they indicated a sof^ 
ened and teachable spirit Neither were they 
difllcult for her to answer, as she was familiar 
with almost every page of the volume before 
her, and thus knew where to seek at once a so- 
lution of every doubt and difllcttlty that occurred 
to her simple-minded and ingenuous patient 

While she was engaged in this interesting and 
truly Christian task, Reginald, Ethelston, and 
the Missionary sate with Wingenund, and strove 
to soothe and tranquillise the agitation into 
which the late disaater had thrown him. Al« 
though somewhat weakened by loss of blood, 
he had recovered his facultiea both of body and 
mind ; but all the well-meant endeavours of hia 
friends to raise him from the deep depression dt 
spirita iiit# which he had fallen wero eiirted 'm 
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lo-varhNHi queflHion timi tlM^ piil lo him, and 
iheirmmk again into d aapandiag fhwni, naming 
ever the fading fortanea of hia lainily and of hia 
tribe -«now about to loae him %Hio waa the pride, 
tlie auppoit, and the glory of both. 

After aoTeral unaitceeaafal attempta, Ethel- 
alon touched at length upon a topic which had 
hi aome degree the effect of arreating hia attea* 
tion and engaging the mora active powera of 
hia mind ; for on reminding the yonth that the 
Crowa were to Yiait the camp on the morrow 
to interchange preaenta and conclude the treaty 
af peace, wingenund propoaed to Reginald 
that he ahould summon Baptiate and Pierre, 
and concert, with their advice, the courae that 
it might be adviaable to puraue. 

While they were employed in conaidering 
and diacuaaing deliberately the Tartooa plana 
propoaed, Paul Mfiller and Prairie-bird continu- 
ed aometimea together, and aometimea alter- 
nately, their attendance vpon War-Eagle, whose 
atrength waa rapidly declining, although hia in* 
tallect remained clear and unimpaired. Food 
he waa unable to taate ; bat the grateful amile 
with which he received now and then a cup of 
water from the hand of Prairie-bird touched her 
aenaibly ; and there waa a aerene compoaure 
upon hia countenance, which encouraged her to 
hope that hia mind waa in a peaceful frame, and 
that thooghta of war and strife were gradually 
giving place to better and holier meditations. 

The aun, went down, eyeoing fell, and the 
darkening hoora of night found the maiden atili 
onweari^ at her post, aeiziag, with inatinctive 
tact, every opportunity offered by hia inqoiriea 
or remarka for qubting to him from the Book of 
Life aome appropriate and eonaoling troth ; nor 
did ahe retire to rest until alie felt asaured that 
exhausted nataie had extended tt|e boon of 
ainmber to her auffering patient. 

Not even then dkl tlie faithful Lita quit the 
place that ahe had choeen at the .eet of the 
warrior whom she had ao long worshipped in se- 
aret ; noticed or unnoticed, thanked or onthank- 
ed, whether hungry, or thirsty, or aleepleas, all 
waa the aame to her. In life her love had been 
either unknown or deapised ; and now the last 
fiiiat glimmeringa of hope were to be extingnish- 
ed, without even the wretched consolation of 
pity. During the watchea of that night there 
were tears upon the pillow of Prairie-bird ; the 
eyea of Wingenund were sleepleaa, and his 
heart loaded with aorrow. Sharp and frequent 
were the panga and ahooting^pains that broke 
the rest of the departing Ohief ; yet waa there, 
perhaps, none amongst them all whose aufler- 
inga were not light in comparison with the si- 
lent and hopeless anguish of the Comanche 
girl. 

The morning dawned with all the fresh beau- 
ty of summer in that mountain region ; and, 
agreeably to the resolution formed at the coun- 
cil held on the preoeding evening, the whole 
party was summoned to parade with their best 
arms and acooutrementa, ao as to produce upon 
the Indians a due impression of their formida- 
ble atrength, at the aame tiihe that varioua 
bales were unpacked, from which were select- 
ad the preaenta intended for the principal chie£i 
and bravea. 
N«i fceat ehanga had taloaa place-ia the atate 



hour with hha atone; during whio^ anaaag 
other auhj^ta of grMter ittportanoe» he h«l 
aMationed ihe expected viait if the Crowa, and 
the oonditiona of the treaty which it waa pv% 
poaed to make with then. To these the Ohief 
had given his aaaent, and had deputed hia young 
brother to not in hia atead ; afler which he 
turned again with renewed eagerneaa and anxi- 
ety to the aubjecta auggeated to him by Prairie- 
bird and the Miaaionary. 

The aun waa not very high in the beavesi 
when the band of Crowa were aeen deaeending 
the hill towarda the encampment. They were 
led by While-Bull, accompanied hy Besha, and 
were only twelve in number, all magaifioeatJjr 
dad in dresses of deer-skin, ornameated with 
coloured feathera, atained qailla, acalp-loelia» 
and the other adjancta of Crow chivalry. Be 
aha apologised for the scanttneaa of the deputa 
tion, atating, that during the paat night an at- 
tempt had been made by tie Blackfeet to rea* 
cue their priaonera ; and although it bad not 
been aucceaafui, the Crowa could not veuture^ 
in the neighbourhood of auch dangerous foea, 
to weaken the defence of their camp, by aend- 
ing away a large body of its beat warriora. To 
this a auitable and complimentary reply having- 
been made, the huaineaa of the day commenced 
by presenting food to the Upsaroka guests. 

A circle having been made, the white haa^ 
era were ranged on one aide of it, and the Del- 
awarea on the other* the former being all armed 
with riflea and piatola, and hunting-knivea, pre- 
aented a very warlike appearance -, while the 
ainewy and weather-beaten framea of the lat- 
ter, amed aa they, were with rifle, war-club^ 
and acalp-knife, inspired the obeervant leader of 
the Crowa with no wiah to bring hia band into 
hostile collision with auch a party. In the cen- 
tre were aeated B«ginald Brandon, Wingenund, 
and Ethelston, Pierre having taken hia place 
near the latter, and Baptiate occupying hia 
uaual atatioh beaide hia young master, and 
leaning upon hia enormoua hatchet. If the in- 
tentiona of White-Bull were treacherous, he 
found no greater encouragement to his hopes 
from a survey of the leadeia, men of powerful 
form, and grave, determined aspect| Yfiih the 
exception of Wingenund, whoae fmi^p and 
slight figure might have led a atiaiigtfr. ' 
him leaa as an opponent. He had, ' 
given such proof of his skill, coorage| 
livity in Indian warfare, that the Crowa Hid not 
look upon him with leaa reapect than upon the 
more experienced men by whom he waa sur- 
rounded* 

When the Upsaroka deputation had iiniahed 
the portion of bison-meat act before them. Re* 
ginald gave them a treat, such aa they had nev- 
er before enjoyed, in the shape of a tin-cup full 
of coffee, sweetened with sugar, which they 
passed round, and tasted at first vyith some re- 
luctance, owing to its dark coloarv taking it for 
*' Great Medicine." Al\er sipping it once or 
twice, however, they seemed to find it more 
palatable, and drank all that was oifered to 
ibem, and then the pipe was lighted and amoked 
with due solemnity. 

When these preliminaries were concluded, 
the business of the day was entered upon, and 
vas conducted with equal caution and 
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t«r|»ret«r. ami imHildi^g the respective comma 
Bicatiuos in ihe manner uuai likely, according 
ta hia views, to ensure the continuance of the 
truce agreed upon ; because be bad been most 
dlMtinotly warned by Wingenund, that he would 
receive no present uniil all the terms of the 
Irea^ were diiljr fultilled, and that then he 
might expect one liberal enough to adorn the 
wi(^am of a chief. The crally horse-dealer 
had, ai the same time, contrived to persuade 
the Crows that the white men were secretly 
disiaeiined to the treaty, and that they could 
••Ify bf induced to observe it by his own cun- 
ftiagaad contrivance. 

This being the relative position of the par- 
ties, it may well be imagined that the diplomat- 
ic anrangementA were neither very lung nor 
dilfioultf and it was finally agreed that the 
Crows should, when called upon, supply the 
party with a trusty guide, who should lead them 
eastward by the route on which they would 
fiml the easiest travelling and the best supply 
ef bison ; that an alliance for mutual defence 
should exist between the parties so lung as they 
were within the boundaries of the Crow coon- 
Iry, but that they should never encamp nearer 
lo e^h other than at a distance of twice the 
lmig*fiight of an arrow ; that, ao soon as they 
slKMild emerge from the defiles of the moun- 
tains* the Crowa should supply their allies with 
twenty horses, somA of those which tffey.had 
brought from the settlements being travel-worn 
and exhausted ; and that Besha was to have 
free leave to come and go from one encamp- 
ment to the other at all hours of the day or 
flight, in the event of any communication being 
uecessary. 
The allied band agreed, in consideration of 



according to the terras pr«Mtf bed, RsgisaM a«UU 
ing for the chief a hsir-brusb, in ibe bsok of 
which a fmall mirror was-sel. Newr had saeh 
a curiosity been seen in tlie Qroweouutfjr, sod 
White-Bull turned itof«r«nd over in bis. band, 
contemplating it and himself in it, with ondis* 

Sifsed satisfaction, while Pierre whispensd io 
aptiste, ** if Madame Bending- wriUow is ie fa- 
vour, she will have it before to-morrow S'* 

The Crows now took their leave, anid many 
protestations of friendship on both sides, aiid 
returned with all speed towards their own en* 
campment, White-Buirs mind being divided. be- 
tween delight at the possession of bis brush, sn^ 
dread at the mysterious dangers be might have 
incurred by putting his mark upon the vvhite* 
man*s paper. 

The departure of their wild allies left the par^r 
ty at the camp leisure to ret6m to their ordinsn 
ry avocations, and to the sad reeoUec&ion of 
their Chiefs condition ; indeed, a very short 
time elapsed before he sent a message by F^ul 
MuHer desiring that they wonld.aU come to him 
without delay. 

The tone of deep, yet composed sadness, in 
which it was delivered, announced to meat of 
those who beard it that W«r*£agle was draw- 
ing near to his end ; and Reginald, passing his 
arm within that of Wingenund, whispeied t» 
him as he went sueh wofds of symyntbyes he 
thought most like to soothe and eonaele him. 

** Dear Netia," replied the youlh, in a tone 
of the deepest melancholy, *'yoo are very good, 
but there is no happiness more for Wince 
nmnl!" 

*^Say not so^ my young bnitber ; you are atill 
in the early spring ef life, and I hope, when 



the above conditions, to present the Crows I these present sorrows ate past, you wiU yet en 
with a certain number of bales of cloth, a score joy a long and happy day of summer/ 
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of blankets, and an ample supply of beads, 
painjt, and knives ; one-third of the amount to 
be paid on the delivery of the horses, and the 
remainder when the parties separated on the 
Great Prairie, at the eastern boundary of the 
Upsaroka country. 

These terms having been written down by 
Reginald, he read them slowly one after the 
jther, Wingenund repeating them to Besha, and 
ne again translating them to White-Bull, who 
nodded his approbation as they were succes- 
sively recapitulated, after which Reginald and 
Ethelstfm having signed their names in pencil, 
desired Besha and White-Bull to affix their mark. 

The former did so without hesitation, but the 
latter made all kinds of excuses, and looked ex- 
tremely puzzled, whispering his doubts and fears 
to his interpreter, who, being a reckless fellow, 
and, having aeen more of the world, could 
scarce forbear laughing in his face. 

In truth the Crow chief, though brave and 
daring in the field, was not above the supersti- 
tions current in bis tribe, and he entertamed a 
kind of vague notion that, by putting his mark 
upon the paper, he brought himself under the 
power of the wbite-man*s medicine. 

Nevertheless, he was at length persuaded, and 
diew upon the paper, with a hand not unskilful, 
the broad forehead and projecting horns of a bi- 
aun*a bead, which ^c{|gn represented his eon* 
sent to the treaty. 



" Wingenund's spring and sonmier ere both 
gone ! but he does not complain; it is the will 
of the Great Spirit, and Wingeneud knows that 
what He does is right" 

As he said these wordsthey neehed thetent^ 
and the day being extremely ine the poles of 
that compartment were taken up, and the can» 
vass ioMed bach, at the vequest of the Chief, 
that he might ence more look iipon the sun, 
and fed the fresh mottntain bieeie upon his 
cheek. 

Lita had retired into the imKctent, and Prai- 
rie-bihl was seated at his side, a cup of water 
being the onfly soorceof relief to which she from 
time to time had reenorse lo eool his lips and 
recruit his ebbing stiength. 

The whole party being galheied round hinv 
Wingenund, Reginald, and EthelstDn somewhat 
in advance of the rest, he addreased the formar 
in a low but distinct voice, saying, " WarrEagle 
is going on the dark path, from which he will 
pot return ; Wingenund will be the chief of the 
Lendpe band ; baa he anything to say while 
War-Eagle is yet Chief 1" 

*' He has," replied the youth in a voice trem- 
ulous from emotion ; '* a treaty has been made 
with the Upsaroka, doea War-Eagle think it 
good ?" He then proceeded to enumerate it» 
several terms and conditions. 

** It is good,** said the Chief, afler a few tu(h 
meank redeetioB ;. *« only kt Netis and Winge 
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imirf fnMBberllitltbe Uanrokm am 4oM»- 
tongued ; they hate the Blackfeet, and will be 
glad to qwnd my toother's powder aod blood 
in destroying their enemies. XiSt my brothers 
keep near the home-path, and not wander from 
it to please the Upsaroka. la there more that 
my brother wishes to say 1*' 

'* There is my brother. Here are the foar 
Osage eaptives taken among the Upsaroka. 
Their deeds of blood are known to War- Eagle ; 
let him say what shall be done with them." 

** Let them sUnd forward/* said the Chief, 
raising himself with diffiouUy from the blanket- 
cushion against which he had been reclining. 

They were accordingly brought to the front 
«f the circle, and stood awaiting their doom 
with the fieroe determined air of warriors who 
knew and feared it not. The eldest among 
them was a fine powerful man, who bore about 
him the marks of many a fray, and had been 
<me of the leading braves who followed the for- 
tunes of Mah^ga. He it was who acted as 
spokesman in the dialogue that ensued. 

War-Eagle. " Have the Wasbasbe anything 
to say that the^r lives should not be given to 
the slow fire 1" 

<haff€, ** The warriors of the Washashe talk 
with their hands, when their hands are not tied. 
They are not famous for their tongues." 

W. **Yet with their tongues they spoke 
smooth words to the Lenap< ; they called them 
brother ; they ate, hunted, fought, and smoked 
with them, and then joined the Dabcotahs, to 
kill the women and children of their friends. If 
. the tonguea of the Waahaabe are not famous, 
they are forked." 

O. ** Mah^ga was the war-chief of his tribe ; 
when he went upon the war-path, the Washashe 
followed. He is gone to the hunting-fields of 
the braves, and they are not afraid to follow 
him. When War-Eagle took hia rifle and his 
club, and went out upon the war-path by night, 
his warriors followed in silence. Who among 
them said, * Where does War-Eagle goV 

W. " War-Eagle never raised his rifle at a 
friend ; he never called out his braves to bum 
the wigwam of his brother ; there was never a 
scalp of woman or child taken by his hand. 
When he struck, it was at an o^en foe, or to 
save or avenge a friend," he added, in a subdu- 
ed tone ; ** and yet there is too much blood on 
the hands of War-Eagle ; the Great Spirit is 
tingry with him for it." 

The Osage made no reply. The Missionary 
interchanged a whispered word with Prairie- 
bird, and the chief continued, addressing chiefly 
the Delawares in their own language. "My 
brothers, we often pray to the Great Spirit to 
'Ibrgive what we have done that is wrong. The 
Black Father and Olitipa have told War-Eagle 
the answer that He gives ; it is written in Uie 
-great book, in which there are no lies, *The 
*Oreat Spirit will forgive us, if we forgive our 
-brother ; if we refuse to forgive our brother, the 
Great Spirit will refuse to forgive us.* War- 
Eagle has done many things wrong ; he hopes 
the Great Spirit will forgive him. Shall he now 
kill the Washashe r* He then turned to the 
prisoners, and said, ** Let their baads be cut^ 
and let them retoni to their own people to tell 
them thai the Lenape hurt not women nor chil^ 
'dreajnornea whose luuida are 



.has read from the beak, .that such Is the wifror 
the Great Spirit, whom the white -mea eaU-lj* 
the name of God, and the heart of 
tells him that it is true.*' 

It is doubtful whether this speeeh 
greater surprise among his own foMowars, er 
among the Osages whom it restored to lifis and 
liberty. Both, however, heard it with the I ab- 
sence of outward emotion which charactctfiea 
the red -skin race in North America ; ao that 
Ethelston, who did not understand a word of 
the Delaware tongue, was perfectly uaeonacioos 
of anything having been said that might materi- 
ally afl^ect the fortunes of the prisoners; aad he 
was in momentary expectation of seeing them 
led away to sufiTer, according to the iawa af In- 
dian retribution, the deserved penalty of their 
cruelty and treachery. 

While Pierre was informing him of what bad 
occurred, the Osage spokesman resolved appa- 
rently to try the patience of the expiring Chief 
to the uttermost, and said to him. with a sneer, 
'* War-Eagle is very good to the Washaabe ; he 
knows that they have neither (bod nor arms ; 
there is not one knife among the four. They 
are among the mountains, a whole moon's jour- 
ney from their village, surrounded by war-par- 
ties of the Upsaroka and Blaekfeet, and on their 
return-path must pass the hunting-grounds of 
the Shiennes, the Kiow&s, the Pinis, and the 
Mahas, War-Eagle wohld rather that they were 
starve4 and their bones gnawed by the wolves, 
than see them die like warriors, and laugh at 
the Lenape in their death." 

Paul Mnller looked anxiously at the Chief« to 
mark what eflfbct would be produced by this un- 
grateful and intemperate speeeh ; anc hia a|ipre- 
hensions were much relieved when he heard 
War-Eagle reply, in a calm and unmoved tone, 
** There is no wonder that the Washashe think 
others are like themselves, false-hearted and 
double-tongued. Had the Lenape intended that 
the Washashe should be killed, they would have 
spared the Upsaroka and the wolves the task. 
War-Eagle intends that they should live to be 
ashamed of their bad deeds. Wingenand wlH 
see that they enter safely on the home-path. 
Now let them go ; their words are bitter, and 
they can neither speak nor believe the truth. 
War-Eagle has no more time to waste with 
them." 

As he uttered this reproof in a contemptuous, 
rather than an angry tone, the Chief fell back 
much exhausted upon his cushion, and the lead- 
ing Osage was about to make some violent re- 
ply, when Pierre, taking him by the arm, har- 
ried him and his companions to the outer edge 
of the circle, saying to him, as he went, "Peace, 
fool ! Is thy thick head so fond of trusting a 
Lenap^ tomahawk, that thou cast not hold thy 
tongue, when thy saucy wagging of it might 
cost thy life ? Peace, I say, or, in spite of the 
Chief's pardon, I will have thee and thy com- 
rades tied down again like fresh caught colts." 

Having spoken words to this effect to the 
reckless and grumbling Osage, Pierre re-entered 
the circle gathered round the Chief, and found, 
on his return, that a general silence prevailed. 
Wingenund was sitting upon the ground, dose 
to his brother, listening with the deepest atten- 
tion to the injunctions and counsel which the 
hitter was delivering, ia a voioe that 
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every moment more feeUe and indistinct. None 
present could overhear what passed ; bat, at 
the eoncIoBion, the two brothers sat for a few 
seconds in silence, each pressing his clenched 
hand upon the heart of the other, after which 
Wingenand retired a few paces back, while the 
Chief, collecting his remaining strength, said 
alood to his devoted followers, " War- Eagle is 
going to the land where his fathers dwell ; he is 
sorry to leave his brothers, but it is the will of 
ihe Great Spirit, who is the Master of Life ;* 
and wtien He speaks, the Lenape are silent, and 
obey. When War-Eagle is gone, it is his wish 
that Wingenund should be chief of the ,band ; 
the blood of Tamennnd warms his heart, and 
though he has not seen many summers, his eyes 
have not been shut, nor have bis ears been 
cHosed against the counsel of wise men. My 
brothers, you have the care of a great treasure, 
the eare of Olitipa, the beloved daughter of 
Tameaund^ the sister who has cleared away the 
-cloud that hid the sun' from War-Eagle, and the 
thorns that beset his path in the dark valley. 
My brothers, let not one of you leave her until 
she is safe at the white man's boundary ; and if 
YOU love War-Eagle, you will also love and obey 
wingenund, and Netis his adopted brother.'* 

A deep "suppressed murmur was the only re- 
ply made by the gloomy warriors around ; but 
war-Eagle knew its import, and read its con- 
firmation on the determined countenances of 
those who had so often followed him to strife 
and victory. 

The mortal agony was at hand, and the Chief, 
feeling its approach, looked suddenly round as 
3f he missed some one who should be there ; his 
atterance was scarcely articulate, but Prairie- 
Mrd caught the intended sound of Lita's name, 
and flying into the tent, speedily returned, bring- 
ing with her the weeping girl. Again he con- 
trived to make Prairie-bird understand his wish, 
that an armlet of beads that he wore should be 
taken oflT and hung round Lita*8 neck ; the Chief 
smiled and said, **Lita has been faithful to 
Olitipa and very good to War-Eagle ; the Great 
Spirit will reward her." 

The destroyer was now rapidly tightening his 
fell coils round the vital organs, but the Chief 
still retatoed suflloient strength to press the 
hand of each of bis sorrowing friends in suc- 
cession against that generous heart which must 
so soon cease to beat. Wingentind was the 
last, and as he stooped over his brother, whis- 
pered to him a word t|iat reached the ear of 
Prairie-bird, and while it richly rewarded her 
pious and affectionate toil, lighted up at the same 
time the countenance of the dying man with a 



* In the greater nrnmber of the Indian languages known 
on the North American eontinent, the Supreme Being is 
ierignated by a name JMarlng one ef the three foUovAng 
signlfictttions : ^ 

1. **Oreat, or Good Spirit;" ench la the ^'Maniton.** 
«>Manltto,'* "Kitche-Han)tou«** «»., of the Delaware^ 
•^Chippeways, S&kia, Pottawatomia, and most of the AlKon- 
Ua tribes. 

9. ''The Weildeifhl, or WonderfVil Spirit,** 'by whie% 
■ame He Is designated among most of the tribes resident 
on the banks of the Missouri : e. g. *' Wahcondah" by the 
Otoes and Omahaws, " Widie^Mmea*' by the Dabcotahs. 
<« If »«a-liSpa** by the Ifinaeterees, Ibc. 

a " Master of Life,** wWeh Is the signHicatien of 4w 
aame by wiUch the Almighty is rec<umised smomr the 
"PawneM, and many other numerous and. powerful tribea. 
^^MjWgg'ii too ^MapMhemdVe to' be mom tfcisn \i^J^ 



smile iiX triumph that bid dellaaes lo tlie panga 
of the grisly King of Terrors. From the tima 
that he received his fatal wounds, not a groan 
nor murmur of complaint had escaped him, and 
when he resigned his parting breatli, it was with 
the peaceful tranquillity of childhood falling 
asleep. 

** Mr children," said the Missionary, solemn- 
ly, " War-Eagle, the son of Tamenund, is no 
more ! In life none walked more uprightly than 
he, according to the light that was given to him I 
He gave up his life to save that or another, and 
after enduring grievous pains with the heroism 
of an Indian warrior, he aied with a fall hope and 
trust iL the redeeming mercy of his God. Faaoe 
be with his soul ; and may we all rejoin him 
nereafter in the land where separation and sor- 
rcw will be imknown f* 



CHAPTER XLVI. 

Wai^Eagle's FoneraL— The Part^ commence their 
ward Journey .—Besha exerts his diplomatio Talents te 
the last Time, and reoeiyes several newaids, with sosM 
of which he would willingly haive diqpeased* 

It may well be imagined what a gloom was 
cast over the whole party by the death of the 
Dela^re leader *, not only among those who, 
like Reginald, Wingenund, and Prairie-biid, 
mourned for him as for a deputed brothel*, bat 
even among the rough hunters aad woodsmen, 
to whom he had endeared himself no less hy his 
dauntless courage than by a thousand acts of 
kindness and generosity. As for his own Xtmx§ 
Lenap^ warriors, their spirit seemed entirely 
broken ; too proud to weep or lament, they 
talked to and fro by the spot where his remains 
still rested, castine upon the dark cloth by which 
thev were covered desponding and melancholy 
looks ; and when Baptiste, whom they esteemed 
as the long-tried friend of their late Chief, tried 
to offer a few words of consolation, hinting also 
at the virtues and qualities of the surviving 
brother, thev shook their heads and returned to 
cherish their grief, like the wife of Phinehas, 
who, when she heard that her husband and her 
father-in-law were dead, and the Ark capto^ed, 
regarded not the consolation of her new-bom 
child, but called it Ichabod, saying *^ The glory 
is departed from Israel." 

<' Ethelston,*' said Ranald to his friend, 
*'methinks the sooner we strike our camp and 
move from this sad spot the better; it is neces- 
sary, from the progress that mortification has 
made in the frame of our lamented frirad, that 
he should be buried immediately. Let ns speak 
to Wingenund, and see whether he wishes it 
performed according to our customs or accord- 
ing to those of his own people ; for in this we 
ought not to dictate to him." 

Having joined the youth, whom they found 
standing in an attitude of dejection at no great 
distance, Reginald, after a few words of kindly 
sympathy, proposed to him the subject under 
discussion. To the surprise of both, they found 
htm quite prepared for it. "Yes," he said; 
" War^Eagle said to Wingenund what he wish- 
ed, and it shall be done this day. First let us 
obey his commands about the Washashe; let 
them DC called before the tent, and let the hunt^ 
ers and the Lenape be summoned /)o." 

This was soon done, <and the party being as- 
seihbled, theOsages wtw oftce qaiore brw^ 
Iktmid^ dwlpttmbi Imidi^lliMil fivnT-fiowihl 
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tkongs hf which they had been booDd ; and the 
general stock of meaL fresh aa well as dried, 
was also, by desire of Wingennnd, placed be- 
fore the tent. These preliminaries being com- 
pleted, the yonng chief addressed them as fol- 
lows: "Washashe, it is kaown to yon that 
War-Eagle, foigiving your bad deeds, gave you 
your lives — the Lenap^ respect the wishes of 
their great Chief, and will not send yoa away 
with empty hands/' He then desired that a 
fair proportion of meat, a rifle, with a reason- 
able supply *of ammunition, a knife, and a small 
package of Indian presents should be given to 
each of the Osages. These orders having been 
punctually, though reluctantly, obeyed by one 
of the Delaware warriors, wingenund cod tin- 
ned, '< If the Washashe fear to cuter upon the 
x)ng home-path with so few men, they may 
eamp under the shelter of the Lenap6 fires — 
they cannot be called brothers, but no harm shall 
be done to them." 

''The Washashe," replied the powerful In- 
dian who has before been mentioned as the 
spokesman of the Osages, and who now grasped 
ms restored rifle with an air of fierce exmtation, 
" the Washashe have no fear<^they will go upon 
the path alone — they will not dwell a night by 
the fires of the Lenap6 camp. Wingennnd is 
a youne" chief, and the Lenap^ need, not be 
ashamed when they speak his name ;. his' words 
and his years are few, but his deeds will be told 
where the council of warriors meet. His hand 
is open, but it is red with the blood of their 
great chief; the Washashe thank him, but they 
cannot call the Lenap6 brothers. The Washa- 
she have no more to say; before the night falls, 
their feet will be far on the homeward path." 

So 8a3ring, the grim warrior stalked awdy 
with bis three companions, the assembled party 
looking after them in silence, until their forms 
were lost behind a rock that projected into the 
▼alley. 

^ Proud and thankless scoundrels," muttered 
Baptiste, half aloud, to the hunter who atood 
nearest to him. " Had my opinion been taken, 
they should have been flogged with cow-hides 
out of the camp, and they might have found 
th^ way as they could to their cut-throat friends 
the Dahcotahsl 'Twas always so with War- 
Ea^le, and will be the same with Wingennnd I 
When the skrimmage was over, and his blood 
was cool, there was no more cruelty in his na- 
tur* than there is in that of a Philadelphy Qua- 
ker." 

Wingenund having spoken for a few minutes 
with the Missionary, a party of half a dozen 
men were desired by the latter to dig a mve 
for the deceased Chief under a scath^ and pic- 
tnresqne pine that stood alone on a small natu- 
ral mound near the river. It was a spot that 
seemed to have been framed by the hand of the 
Creator fmr a sepulchre, rising as it did in the 
centre of a wild and unfrequented vale, sur- 
rounded on all sides by precipitous rocks, be- 
yond which rose in the distance the snow-clad 
summits of the gigantic mountain-range — ^the 
finest natural emblem of Eternity ; while, round 
th(; base of the mound, flowed the bubbling 
b'tream, a memento, no less apt, of the change- 
ful and fleeting nature of all the things belong- 
ing to this earthly scene. 

The descending sun was jnst beginning to 
gild the peaks of the Western Andes when the 
party assembled to pay the last tribute of affec- 
tionattt'r^gard to the mortal remains of their late 



leader. Praide-bixd and her fhithfnl I^ta at 
tended, both naving their faces veiled by a 
shawl, and the former supported by her newly- 
restored brother ; nor was there one of the party 
absent from the mournful ceremony, which was 
commenced (as soon as the body, still enveloped 
and bound in dark cloth, was placed near the 
grave) by a brief address from Wingenund, in 
which he said, 

" My brothers, know that War-Eagle was a 
great chief; that the blood of many warriors 
ran in his veins. The enemies of the Lenap^ 
were his enemies, and their friends his friends. 
When their warriors went forth to batUe, he 
was not the last ; and when they returned, his 
war-club could tell a tale." A deep murmur of 
assent was uttered by the Delawares, and Win> 
gennnd continued: *' War-Eagle loved the Le- 
nape from his childhood : and in his last mo- 
ments he prayed to the Great Spirit for theit 
happiness. He also told Wingenund that Oliti- 
pa and the Black Father had read to him many 
wonderful things from the Great Spirit's Book; 
that he had thought much of them, and found 
them very good and very true. They had made 
his heart so glad, that he wished Wingenund 
and his Lenap6 brothers to hear theoa, that they 
might learn how to please the Great Spirit, and 
to obey his will. Wingenund promised War- 
Eagle that, when the Black Father told them 
the commands of the Great Spirit written in the 
book, the ears of the Lenajie should be open to 
listen to the words of his wisdom, and to let his 
counsel guide their feet. My brothers, such 
were the wishes of War-Eagle, great chief of 
the UnAmi band of the Ancient People. Win- 
genund has told fbem truly, and he intends to 
obey them himself; his years are yet too few 
that he should advise otners ; let each of my 
brothers think of these things wisely, and act as 
the Great Spirit shall incline his heart." 
* A long and profound silence followed this 
speech; after wnich Paul Mailer, approaching 
the mound, desired that the body roignt be low- 
ered into the grave. When this was done, he 
addressed first the Delawares, setting forth the 
virtues of the deceased ehieflaln, and laying the 
greatest stress upon those which were of a more 
mild and peaceful character. He touched also 
most feelingly upon the occasion on which he 
had rec'^'v^ the injuries from which he died^ 
assuring the Delawares that no length of time, 
nor changes of life, would ever efiace from the 
memory of Prairie-bird, or those to whom she 
was so dear, the devoted heroism of her deliver- 
er. <*But, my beloved brothers," said he, in 
conclusion, ** great as was the gift that he gave 
to her, even his life for hers, be received from 
her a gift much greater; for it is my humble 
hope and belief that, through her entreaty and 

Erayer, his eyes were open to see things that he 
ad never seen before ; and, having once seen 
their riches and their beauty, he desired that 
vou, my brothers, should see them too. He 
learned what, I fbar, you cannot yet understand 
—that it is the will of the Great Spirit that we 
should observe and study his works, and copy 
them. Is it true, my friends 1 Is there sense 
in my words V 

He paused for a reply. The elder Delaware! 
looked at each other, and then, as if by mutna« 
consent, nodded their assent. 

The Missionary continued: "Well, thcn^the 
Great Spirit ia merciful and just, kind and for- 
giving, loving peace and hating strife. Hoir 
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twe liy to please him 1 By hating peace, and 
ing swift to shed blood : by revenging where 
we ought to forgive, and dealing harshly by 
those on whom we ought to have mercy. The 
Osages who are jast gone are wicked men ; 
ihey have been guilty of treachery and cruelly, 
and you are disappointed that you were not per- 
ffliUfed to kill them, and that Wingeuund sent 
them away unhurt. Thev have been wicked, 
faui.ore wicked, towards tne Great Spirit; they 
halb^ disobeyed His commands, despised His 
laws, destroyed the creatures of His hand, and 
have insulted Him and braved His anger for 
weeks, and months, and years ! How has he 
treated them t He has given them water from 
His clouds, and has brought the herds of bison 
to their hunting-ground, and has given the sun 
to warm them by day, and the moon and stars 
to light their path by night ! And if even now 
one of them — nay, the very worst among them, 
were to have his heart softened, and to turn to 
the Great Spirit, and say, * My Father in heaven, 
I am sorry for all the wrong that I have done, 
O forgive and guide me, lOr 1 wish to do so no 
more? It is written in that book by the hand of 
the Great Spirit himself, that He would forgive 
that sorrowful man, and bless him, and turn the 
/bitterness of his heart into gladness and joy 
sweeter than honey! These things, my dekr 
brothers, are not learned in a day ; but^ I thank 
God that by His blessing, and the affectionate 
and patient labours of Olitipa, the eyes of War- 
Eagle were opened to see them ; and he desired 
that those whom he most loved should see and 
feel them like himself. We will now take our 
last farewell of him on earth, after tlie manner 
of those who love, fear, and obey the word of 
the Father of us all." 

Having thus spoken,. the worthy Missionary 
imelt bv the side of the newly-filled grave, and 
concluded the solemnities of the occasion by an 
affecting prayer in the English tongue ; Reginald, 
Ethelston, and all the hunters and woodsmen, 
Imeeling uncovered, and finally joining in that 

Serfect model of supplication taught by the Re- 
eemer himself to tnose who, in whatever age or 
dime, are called by His name. 

Having paid these last honours to their de- 
parted friend, the leaders of the party withdrew 
to oaake the proposed arrangements for striking 
the camp on the following morning, and for set- 
tling: the line and order of march. 

The Delawares lingered for some time, as if 
unwilling to leave the remains of their beloved 
Chief, and at length slowly retired, one by one, 
until there remained only our old friend Bap- 
tiste and a veteran Delawaic, who, from his (^ats 
of hardihood, and the stem fierceness of his na- 
ture, was generally known by the name of Stony- 
heart. 

** Grande-H&che," said the latter, addressing 
his companion, " it mav be all very good what 
the Black Father says, but Stony-heart does not 
understand it. When War-Eagle said that the 
Lenap^ should not kill those who had taken the 
scalps of their warriors or of their women, the 
Mad iSpirit must have got into his brain 1 Stony-i 
heart has seen many winters, and has heard the 
ta.k of the wise men in council, but he never 
heard such words as these !" 

It must be confessed that Baptistc was not in 
his heart a very strong advocate for the doctrine 
of forgiveness ; we have already seen in a for- 
mer chapter, that he was rather disposed to fa- 
vour the Indian law of retaliation ; he answered, 
iowef er, on thii occaxlon cautiously. 



"Stony-heart speaks true; yet he most if- 
member that War-Eagle only desired that his 
Lenape brothers .should hear what the Black 
Father had to say on this matter ; they can then 
decide whether his words are idle or noL It wil 
be easier for him to persuade the young than 
men who like us have known for forty wintera 
that the custom of the woods, and of the prairie, 
is life for life, and scalp for scalp >" 

"It will," rejoined the other; "and Grandle* 
Hache will see that no good will follow frcm 
having spared the lives of those four Washashe 
dogs r 

With this prophetic observation, Stony-heart 
rejoined his comrades, and Baptiste joined the 
small group assembled before the door of the 
tent. 

On the following morning the party began their 
homeward march, Wingenund leading the way, 
followed by his Delawares, and accompanied by 
Besha and the Crow guide, who had been seat 
for by a runner before daybreak. The packed 
mules and horses were placed in the centre un- 
der the special charge of Monsieur Perrot, whose 
fund of good-humour and resource had never 
failed him, and who now performed the office ot 
a muleteer with the same readiness with which 
he fulfilled the respective duties of valet to Re- 
ginald, and cook, messman, and bufibon to the 
whole party. The rear was brought up by Eth- 
elston and Reginald, the latter still keeping his 
pojit at the bridle of Nekimi, the line of march 
being closed by Baptiste and some of the most 
experienced hunters, while Pierre was sent for- 
ward to aid Wingenund, he being the most skil- 
ful and practised in the peculiar difficulties of 
the dangerous region which they were now abcat 
to traverse. 

For several days all went on as well as could 
be expected. The heat was intense, and water 
was sometimes scarce ; several of the mules and 
pack-horses dropped down from exhaustion, and 
were left behind ; the stock of provisions was 
somewhat short, but the party twice fell in with 
a small herd of buffalo, from which they pro- 
cured a tolerable supply; and, at camping tune, 
they all assembled round the fire in front of 
Prairie-bird's tent, and, after their frugal evening 
meal, wore away the time with conversation 
suited to the different groups into which the par- 
ty divided itself, some talking over lormer cam- 
paigns, others cracking their jokes and enjoying 
the laugh which invariably followed Perrot's de- 
termined attempts to explain himseU in the DcU 
aware tongue, while Reginald, Ethelston, and 
Prairie-bird lived over again the days of their 
childhood, or recounted to each other some ox 
the most interesting incidents of the interven* 
ing vears. 

All remarked the changed aspect and increased 
gravity of Wingenund: his manner was indeed 

fen tie and quiet as berore, but the death of his 
rother. and the responsibility now entrusted to 
him, added to other serious matters which occu* 
pied his mind, seemed in him to have annihila- 
ted the interval between early youth and ripened 
manhood. First to rise before daybreak, and 
last to lie down at night, he seemed unconscious 
of fatiffue, and resolved that on this occasion at 
least, tne Delawares should not from his neglect 
be reminded of the loss that they had so lately sus- 
tained'. At night he visited the sentries and 
saw that every one was at his allotted post, and 
on the march, whenever the nature of the ground 
rendered precaution necessary scouts were sent 
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Cmrard to examine it and td gpaid a^inst 
ambiish or surprise. Ererj ereoiiig he joined 
the liuJe party before the tent, and never left U 
wUboQt wishing his sister (as he still called 
Prairie-bird) a night of rest, and asking a bless- 
JBgJrom the lips of the Black Father. 

The Crows behaved upon this occasion better 
Ihan bad been expected of them, camping always 
at a cenain distance from the allied party, and 
observing faithfally the other conditions of the 
treaty. The Guide whom they had supplied led 
the way towards the Great Prairie, by a vallev 
considerably to the northward of that by which 
they had entered the moontain region, and Pierre 
soon perceived that its eastern termination was at 
a spot that was easily recognised, by all experi- 
enced trappers, as the ** Devil's Kettle," owing 
10 the steam that ascended Irom a hot-spring, 
celebrated for its medicinal qualities among the 
neighbonring tribes. 

Hei^e the fresh horses promised by the Crows 
were supplied, and an equal number of those ex- 
hausted and incapable of further travel were lell 
behind. Nekimi alone of the whole quadruped 
band, seemed insensible alike to the scantiness 
of pasture, and the heat and fatigue of the jour- 
ney. The fair burthen that he bore Was as that 
of a feather compared to the powerful frame of 
bis former rider when armed and equipped, and 
the noble animal seemed desirous of expressing 
his gratitude for the change by rubbing nis fore- 
head against Reginald aslie walked before mm, 
or nibbling out of his hand a few young shoots 
of alder or willow that he was now and then for- 
:unate enough to cut by the half-dried bed of 
some mountain stream. 
r^ In this way they travelled forward without ac- 
. cident or adventure, until they reached the banks 
of a river of conside rable size, which Pierre con- 
jectured to be the head-waterof the southern-fork 
of the Neosho, or the Platte, and here thev were 
to complete the terms of the treaty, and bid adieu 
to their Upsaroka friends, the opposite bank of 
the river not being* considered within the limits 
of their hunting ground. 

The ceremonials observed upon this occasion 
were much the same as the preceding, with the 
exception that Bending-willow paid a visit to 
Prairie-bird, received from her several presents, 
drank a cop of the wonderful black liquor, of 
which her husband had told her, namely, coffee 
sweetened with sugar, and told her fair hostess 
that bis affections had not as yet strayed to any 
other of his spouses — a fact the truth of which 
was attested by her displaying, with the most 
• ostentations coquetry, the mirror-backed brush, 
of which he was more proud than of anything 
that he possessed. 

Besha made himself wonderfully busy during 
the payment of the presents due to the Crows; 
and in one or two instances when the latter claim- 
ed more than was recorded in Reginald's memo- 
randum, he stoutly maintafned that the white 
men were right, and recommended the Crows to 
withdraw their pretensions ; in so doing he did 
Bot neglect to whisper every now and then to 
^ Baptiste or Pierre, a hint that he intended to be 
]>aid for his disinterested support. 

All this was not lost upon White-Bull, who, 
although he could not understand a word of what 
passed, felt, nevertheless, convinced that the in- 
terpreter was playing some under-game. He 
said nothing, however, and the distribution was 
satisfactorily completed, Wingenund and Regt- 
wM adding gratoitously several presents for we 



chfeft beyond those promised in the tmty. 9^ 
sha, to the surprise of many of the Crows wbs 
knew his aTaricioas disposition, went away, 
apparently well satisfied, with nothing more tham 
a blanket and a knife; bat they did not know 
that he had privately whispered to Baptiste that 
he woukl come by night to fetch away bis stipu- 
lated share of the presents (and that too a !ion^ 
shared as the Crows might be jealoas if they 
saw them, and might take them from him. 

The two parties having taken their final leavt 
of each other, the task of guide devolved upon 
Pierre, who resolved not to cro^ the Platte that 
evening, it being now rather late, bot to encamp 
where mev were, while the Crows returned some 
dozen miles opon their trail before they encamp- 
ed for the night They had seen enough of tnt 
effective force and discipline of the allied band 
to deter them from atucking it, and pmdently 
resolved to return to their own country with the 
goods which they had already acquired withoat 
loss or risk ; although it becomes us, as vera- 
cious historians, to state (however little credit 
the statement may reflect upon White-Bull) that 
it had been, from the first, his intention to attack 
and plunder the party, had their carelessness or 
n^lect afforded nim an opportunity of doing so 
with impunity. 

Besha having ascertained the ^spot selected loi 
the Crow encampment, lingered behind their line 
of march, accompanied by the lad before-men- 
tioned as being his constant attendant, whom In 
left concealed, with two of his horses, behind a 
small hillock beside the trail, desiring him therF 
to awai l his return. In order to avoid suspicion^ 
he continued in the company of White-Bull nnt? 
it was dusk, and did not leave the camp antii an 
hour later, when he threw a large dark-coloured 
blanket over his shouldersu and slipping away 
unperceived, rejoined the lad lefl in charge oi 
the horses. 

Mounting one himself, he desired his com- 
panion to follow on the other, and trotted briskly 
forward, under the partial light of a young moon, 
over the ground which he bad carefnllv noted 
during the dav, until he reached a spot where the 
trail approached within a hundred yards of the 
banks of the Platte, and where a few alder bushes 
offered .convenient shelter for the horses. Here 
the lad was again desired to await his master's 
return ; and as the dew began to fall heavy, he 
was not soriy that the latter left with him the 
large dark-coloured blanket above-mentioned. 

Besha now pursued his way on foot; and on 
reaching the outposts of the allied baud found, 
as had bieen preconcerted, two of the Delawares 
bearing several large packages, containing the 
presents and goods that he had earned in his 
mixed capacity of diplomatic agent and inter- 
preter. The packages being inconvenient for 
the horse-dealer to carry alone, both on account 
of their weight and number, he prevailed upon 
one of the Delawares to assist him in carrying 
them to the spot where he had lefl the horses. It 
was only by offering the Indian, who was no other 
than Stony-heart, a little bag full of excellent 
kinne-kinnik for his pip«, that he prevailed upon 
him to undertake this task. But the materials for 
smoking had become scarce, and it was an in- 
dulgence from which, when within reach, Stony- 
heart could not refrain ; he accordingly sent back 
his companion, and, telling him that he would 
return in the course of an hour or two, set forth 
with the horse-dealer on the trail. 

We must now see how it fated with ibela4 
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joft itt chaiigB of the horses, who, heij^4tfe(l with 
the da^'s march, fastened the end of their long 
halters to his arm, and wrapping himself in the 
blanket, laid down upon the srass, and soon fell 
into a comiorcabie Joze. One of the horses, 
pzohably disliking^ this anusnal separation from 
thojte with which it was accnstomed at this hoar 
to feed, neighed several times aloud, for which 
disturbance of his slumber it received a pull of 
the halter, and a mattered execration from the 
youth, when he again fell into a state of uncon- 
sciousness. 

Now it so happened that the neighing of the 
ilioise reached other ears at no great distance, 
being those of no less a person than the Osage, 
who, with his three companions, was on his 
homeward way, and had on the preceding day 
stolen an old canoe that they found on the bank 
of the river \ and afler patching up a few rents 
and holes, had embarked in it to save themselves 
a portion of their long foot journey. T^ey had 
seen from a distance the moving bands of the 
white men and of the Crows, and had hauled 
their canoe under some alder bushes on the bank, 
in order to consult and determine whether they 
should drop further down the river daring the 
night, or leaving it, strike a more southerly 
course. 

While holding this consultation, the neighing 
of Besha's horse caught the quick ear oi their 
leader; he listened— and hearing it repeated, 
crept towards the spot, followed by his three com- 
panions. As soon as the uncertain light of the 
moon enabled him to distinguish the two pack- 
borseafostened to the sleeping lad, he again crept 
noiselessly forward, and springing upon him, en- 
reloped him in his own blanket, stuffing the cor- 
ner of it into his mouthy so that he could neither 
straggle nor make any noise. 

Leaving one of his men ia chaij^e of the hor- 
ses, he carried the youth swiftly to the water's 
«^, where he securely pioioaed and gagged 
him, not, however, before he had recognised by 
the moonlight the countenance of Besha's attend- 
ant The Osage's plan was soon formed; for he 
rl^^ conjectured that the horse-dealer was 
gone upon some errand, from which he would 
niOl fetnm empty handed ; and he also owed the 
horse-dealer a grodge for having, as he suppo- 
sed, favoured Wingennnd in that eventful scene 
which terminated Mah^ga's life. 

Snipping the yoath of his dark blanket and of 
the broad-brimmed hat of Mexican grass that he 
wore, the Osage put them on himself; and ta- 
king his seat by the same bush, he held the halt- 
ers oC the horses, and partially concealing his 
face in one of the folds of the blanket, awaited in 
this disguise the return ol the horse-dealer, while 
his three companions .concealed themselves be- 
Idnd the adjacent bushes. 

They had not been very long ensconced before 
Besha appeared, followea by the doughty Stonyr 
heart, who muttered to himself as he came that 
he would not carry such a load so far again for 
all the kinne-kinnik in the camp. The horse- 
dealer as he drew near gave the usual signal- 
whistle for his attendant; and finding that it was 
^ unanswered, looked towards the spot, where he 
iescried the slumbering figure in the slouched 
sat and dark blanket; while one of his pack- 
horses, lately cast loose, seemed to be deliherate- 
IV walking off* to seek better pasture. Hastily 
urowing his own package to the ground, he went 
to secure the stray animal, calling at the same 
lhM'tt» StoDywheait, 



" j^ick that sleepy dog till he wakens, that he 
may come and assist me with these packs." 

The Delaware, who was not a man of many 
words, proceeded forthwith to execute this order^ 
and, without putting down his heavy joad, bo«^ 
stowed a sound kiclc upon the reclining figure^ 
which, to his infinite surprise, started instanUjr 
to its feet in the shape of a powerful man, wh» 
threw him, encumbered as he was, upon thet ^ 
ground, and successfally resisted all his violent £' 
efibrts to extricate himself While one of tho' Jv 
Osages came to assist in securing the fallen Pel->^ 
aware, the other two seized the unlucky horse- 
dealer, just as he was mounting in the hope of, 
saving himself by flight. < 

So successfully bad the Osages planned an4 
executed this manoeuvre, that in less than five 
minutes their last two prisoners were laid bound 
and pinioned together with the first in the canoe, 
where the captured bales and presents were also 
stowed away, and while one of the Osages toolc 
the horses to a ford not far distant, which had 
been recenjy crossed by a large herd of bison, 
the remaining three, with their prisoners, pad^ ^ 
died across the river, and then noiselessly along 
the opposite bank, until they had reached a deep 
and winding creek, which tell into the main riv- 
er, and which they had noticed bv daylight as 
affording convenient fuel and shelter. Having 
pursued their way up the creek until tbev con-« 
sidered themselves safe irom pursuit, and their 
fire from the observation of either encampment, 
they gathered and lighted a goodly pile Tdry al^ 
der-wood, and proceeded deliberately to unpack 
and examii^ the bales and<packages, throwing 
their three pinioned captives roughly on one side, 
as being so much live lumber unworthy of their 
notice. • '^\ 

The plunder that they ibiind themselves thus^ l^^ 
suddenly possessed of exceeded their utmost ex- ^ 
pectations; and as it opniained, among other 
things, a package of cjtcellent dried meat and 
the kinne-kinnik, from which poor Stony-heait 
had expected so much gratification, they ate co- 
piously of the former, and smoked copiously of 
the latter, until they were in the highest possible 
state of Osage enjoyment. 

It was not long before they were joined by theit 
comrade with the horses, who received, as soon 
as he had fastened the latter, his due snare botli 
of the provisions and the plunder; atler wblcli 
they ungagged the prisoners, at the same time 
giving them to understand that if they made the 
least noise they would be put to death immedi- 
ately. Indeed, whether they were noisy or quieu 
it seemed hy no means improbable that sucS 
might be their fate, for two oi the Osages stronft- 
ly urged the necessity for so doing, under thd 
plea of self-preservation. The leader seeme^ 
however, to be of a different opinion, and he had 
already established a kind of prescriptive rigiil 
of command over his comrades. ^i 

Having thrown some dry sticks upon the fire 
to Aiake it blaze, he drew Stony-heart towarde 
the light, and as it fell upon his countenance g«i* 
abled him to recognise in his prisoner one of the 
chief warriors of the Delaware band. i ( 

" Is Stony-heart become a mule," said he with { 
a grin, *' that he carries bales and blankets upoa 
his back V 

To this taunt Stony-heart did not deign to le* 
ply, and a brief conversation ensued among th^ 
Osages ; aAer which their leader came again to 
him, and having searched his dress, satisfied 
himself that the Delaware had no oth^s ,^mi * 
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with faim than a knife and a small pistol con- 
cealed in bis belt. The former be leu nntouch- 
rd, but the latter he dipped in the creek until it 
was thoroughly soaked, and then returned it to 
the owner, whom, bavin? now released from his 
l^ds, he thus addressed : 

'* Stony-heart may return to bis people; be is 
ttee ; and he may tell Wingenund that the Was- 
hashe know how to repay a good deed, as welt 
ju to revenge a bad one. Stony-heart may go 1" 

The Delaware waited no second bidding, but 
letumed with all haste towards bis camp, being 
obliged to swim the river, and muttering to him- 
self, after he had crossed it, " I told Baptiste 
that no good could ever come of sparing the 
lives of those Washashe dogs I" sucn being the 
coily gratitude that he either felt or expressed for 
the clemency that he had just experienced at 
their hands I 

Soon after his departure, the Osages turned 
their attention to Besha, sternly auestioning him 
as to the part he had taken in their late cnief s 
fdispute with Wingenund; and in spite of all his 
protestations of impartiality and innocence, they 
stripped him of every article of clothing save his 
xboccasins, and gave him a most severe flogging 
-with a laryette of buH's-hide, after which they 
decamped, leaving him still pinioned, and writh- 
ing with pain, while they carried with them his 
attendant, whom they compelled to load and ar- 
range the packs upon the horses, and to lead the 
latter for the first dozen miles of their route; 
after which they permitted him to return to re- 
lease his master, who crawled back' with difii- 
cnlty, before dayligih, to the Crow ^amp, hav- 
ing reaped the reward of bis intrigues, cunning, 
and avarice, in the loss of all his presents, two 
i of his best horses, and a flogging, from the ef- 
% ikcts of which he suffered for a long time. 



CHAPTER XLVII. 

Thid Scene is shifted to tlie Banks of the Maskingnm, tad 
Pruirie-bird returns to the Hone of her Childhood. 

' About two months after the events related in 
the preceding chapters, there was an unusual 
stir and bustle in the town of Marietta, and half 
a score of its principal, inhabitants were assem- 
bled in front of David Muir's house, to witness 
the landing of the crew and passengers belong- 
ing to a large boat that had just arrived at the 
wooden pier which projected into the river. 

Foremost of a busy group at the water's edge 
"taras the sturdy form of Gregson the mate, whose 
orders respecting the bringing-to, and making 
Ikst, were implicitly obeyed ; and when at length 
she was securely moored alongside the pier, nu- 
Inerous and hearty were the greetings between 
those who stepped ashore from her, and the 
friends from wnom they had been so long sev- 
tted. 

" Bearskin, how are you 1 my old fresh- water 
porpoise!" said the mate, squeezing the hard 
(and of the Mississippi boatman. " How fares 
it, messmate 1" 

"All right now, my hearty; but we've had 
some foul weather since I saw yon last." 

"Ay, I seel" said the mate, observing the 
scars upon his old companion's face and fore- 
Wad ; " you've been snagged, and damaged your 
Sgure-head a bit: never mind that; we'll have 
^11 that yam out by-and-by over a bottle of Da- 
irld*s best. See, here he comes to welcome you 
bimself!'* 



Leaving David Mair and BsankiB to owir 
mutual greetings, the mate returned to the water- 
side analeni his powerfpl assistance to the land- 
ing of the caigo of the heavily-laden boat; and 
certainly, a more strange or heterogeneous mix* 
ture of animate and inanimate stock never came 
out of any vessel since the disembarkation from 
the ark. Skins, furs, bows, rifles, moccasins, anc 
Indian curiosities of every description, were pUec 
near the bows, while in the alter-part were stow* 
ed provisions of all kinds, and kegs, which were 
by no means so full as they were when the boat 
left St. Louis. 

The appearance, language, and costume of \ 
the crew would baffle any attempt at descrip*- 
tion, inasmuch as each sunburnt, unshavcd in* 
dividual composing it, had equipped and attired 
himself according to his own fancy, and accord- 
ing to the contents of his remaining wardrobe 
after a long sojourn in the western wilderness; 
and when jt is remembered that these hardy feir 
lows were from all the varied clans and nations 
found between the sources and the mouth of the 
" Father of Waters," it is not surprising that 
their mingled jarj^on should have struck upon 
the ear Hkc the dialects of Babel in the day of 
its confusion. There were hall-breed Creeks and 
Cherokees; Canadians, some with no little ad* 
mixture of Chippeway blood; others, proud of 
their pure Frencn descent: there were abo some 
of the rough boatmen, who had already migra- 
ted to the banks of the Great River, where it 
washes the western boundaries of what are now 
the States of Kentucky and Illinois; and a raw- 
boned, sinewy fellow, who acted as a sort of 
second mate, was giving instructions in broad 
Scotch, to a dark-eyed and diminutive individ- 
ual, who replied tobim in bad Spanish. Above 
the din of all these multifarious tongues, warn 
heard the shrill and incessant voice of Monsieot 
Perrot, whp was labouring with indefatigahk 
zeal to collect his master's baggage, and to pot. 
it safely ashore. 

This he was at length enabled to effect with 
the aid of David Muir and the mate; aftjer 
which the articles destined for Mooshanne were 
piled in readiness for the wagon which was t» 
convey them, and the remainder found their way 
by degrees to their respective destinations. 

When at last the good-humoured vaiet found 
himself comfortably seated in the merchant's 
parlour with the worthy man himself, Daoaa 
Christie, Jessie, and the mate, for his audience^ 
and a bottle of madeira, with some fried hajoi 
and fresh eggs upon the table, he gave a, sigh, 
the importance oi which was lost upon none of 
those present, and he looked from one to the oth- 
er with the conscious superiority of a maa wba 
knows how much he has to tell. 

It is not our province to follow him through 
the " hair-breadth 'scapes," the " moving acci- 
dents by flood and field," with which he set his 
astonished hearers " all agape ;" the only portion 
of his narrative which it concerns us to know, is 
that which referred to the movements of Regi- 
nald Brandon and the remainder of his party^ 
who might, according to Monsieur Perrot's ac- 
count, be almost daily expected at Mooshanne^ 
as tbey bad left St. Louis and crossed its ferrjf * 
with tent, baggage, and a large cavalcade, oa 
the day of his embarkation in the great " Bat- 
teau." 

It was so long since Monsieur Perrot had 
tasted any liquid with a flavour like that of the 
merchant's madeira, that he aippbd and tftlkttdft 
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antt sipped, without noting: the lapse of 
time, and the evening was already far advanced 
1)efore he ihoagbt of rising to take his departure 
jfor Moobhanne; even theD, David Muir pressed 
him so strongly to remain with him over-night, 
and continae his journey on the following morn- 
ing, that Monsieur Perrot found himself quite 
unable to resist accepting the invitation ; espe- 
cially as he thought that another day or two 
might probably elapse before the return of Regi- 
nald ; and, moreover, the bright eyes of Jessie 
Muir looked a thousand times brighter from the 
contrast that her beauty afforded to the swart 
dusky complexions by which he had so lately 
been surrounded. 

Leaving the merry Frenchman and his still 
wondering auditors in David's parlour, we will 
proceed without delay to Mooshanne, where it 
nappened that, afeaout four o'clock on the same 
aAernoon, a singlo horseman sprang from the 
animal that, to jadge from its appearance, had 
carried him far and fast, and, having rung the 
door-bell, waited not for any one to answer it, 
but walked<«traight into the vestibule. 

The bell was still rinmng when the door of the 
drawing-room was slignily opened that the blue 
«ye8 of Lucy might herself reconnoitre the new 
comer; the next moment saw her in her broth- 
er's arms. 

<' Dear^ dear Reginald ! 'tis he, 'tis he. indeed I" 
■and she drew him into the room that her father 
might share her rapturous joy. 

While the* Colonel pressed his son to his heart 
In a fond pateinal embrace, Lucy ran up stairs 
to prepare the more delicate nerves of her inva- 
lid mother for the shock of happiness that await- 
^ her. 

Scareelv were these first affectionate greetings 
exchanged, ere Lucy inauired with expectant 
eagerness, "When will they arrive T— how ikr 
off are they, Reginald V 
. " They cannot now be long; I think within a 
^soople of hours they must be here. If I mistake 
not, Lucy, there is one of the narty who be- 
grudged me not a little m^ office oiaoant^amner,** 

Lucy blushed *' celestial rosy red, love's prop- 
er hue," as she felt how her heart leaped within 
her to meet the one to whom her brother refer- 
xed; and she hastened away to conceal her min- 
a^ed confusion and happiness, in the thousand 
litUe details of preparation for her expected 
.guests. 

It may be as well here to mention, that imme- 
diately on reaching St. Louis, Reginald had dis- 
]>atched a messenger on horseback to his father 
-with a letter, containing the outline of the events 
connected with his western expedition, and in- 
forming him of the rescue of Prairie-bird, and 
ef the attachment that existed between her and 
himself. He spoke not of her parentage, further 
than to say that she had been carried off in child- 
hood from her own family, who were of a line- 
age and descent altogether unexceptionable ; and 
hr entreated and conjured his father not to en- 
tertain, nor pronouce any objection to his pro- 
posed alliance, until he had an opportunity of 
•eeing, hearing, and judging for himself. 

Reginald had also insisted upon Ethelston's 
Abstaining A'om this topic in any letter that he 
might wish to send from St. Louis, and the Col- 
enel had thought it advisable to say nothing to 
£«ucy of hrr brother's attachment, while there 
••mained a doubt of its being such as he could 

S prove or sanction ; so that he had only inform- 
her that the party would briag back with 



them Pralrie-bird, whom the young Delawara 

had mentioned so often as his sister, but who 
was, in fact, the daughter of English parents, of 
the highest respectability ; and that she would be 
accompanied by Paul MuUer, a missionary, 
whose reputation for piety and learning was ex- 
tensively spread, and who had been, since her 
residence with the Indians, her instrucxr and 
adopted father. 

Lucy's curiosity to see Prairie-bird hac rcen, 
since the arrival of her brother's letter, extraor- 
dinarily excited. Sometimes she fancied 1 er a 
half-wild, balf-civilized being clad in a dress of 
skins, and speaking broken English. Then 
again she was puzzled at the remembrance of 
the affectionate reverence, almost amounting to 
worship, with which Wingenund had spok* n of 
her, and again her calculation was at fault. Un- 
der these doubts and perplexities, she consulted 
Aunt Mary, and with her aid and concurrence 
had prepared for her expected guest a room upon 
the ground floor, that looked upon her own flow- 
er-garden. Its furniture was simple, but ex- 
ceedingly pretty, being a kind of representation 
of a tent, of an octagon shape, and nung with a 
delicate-coloured pink chintz. 

The view from the windows was lovely ; for 
although the flowery parterres had lost their 
brightest summer hues, a few roses still lingered 
among them, contrasting with the thousand au- 
tumnal colours that decked the shady mass of 
distant forests, between which and the flower- 
garden was seen here and there, through a leafy 
vista, the winding course of the Muskingum. ^ 
Lucy had decked the interior of the room with ' 
all those nameless comforts and luxuries that 
betoken woman's afibctionate care: several 
shelves were covered with well-selected books, 
and two china baskets upon the table were filled 
with such flowers as the indefatigable Aunt 
Mary^ad placed there, imconscious for whom 
she gathered them. 

As soon as Reginald had enjoyed a short in* - 
terview with his mother, whose health, though 
still delicate, had somewhat improved since he 
had last seen her, Lucy entered, and taking him* 
by the arm, said, " Come, Reginald, you must 
inspect my preparations. See, this is your own > 
room, which yoU will find rather more fay than ' 
when you left it, as Aunt Mary would have it 
new- papered. That beyond is destined, as be-'- 
fore, for Ed— for Dhelston." ' 

<< Has Aunt Mary thought it requisite to new- \ 
paper that, too, or did it occur to Miss Lucy 
without her aunt's suggestion 1" ^ 

Lucy punished him with a slight pinch on thff' 
arm; and then, leading him down the stairs tn* 
the tent apartment, said to him, ** Now, sir, I 
will show you what I have prepared for youf 
Indian lady; this is Prairie-bird's room." 

The tell-tale blood rushed into Reginald's* 
bronzed and sunburned cheek, as he stood with- 
in the room destined to contain his heart's treas- 
ure ; thoughts far too sweet, and deep««nd swift ^ 
for words, mingled the past and the future in a 
delicious dream, as bending over his sister he 
kissed her fair forehead, and pressed her in si- 
lence to his heart. ' 

With the intuitive quickness of sympathy, 
Lucy read in that expressive silence the secret 
of her brother's breast; and looking up to him. 
half reproachfully, she said, ** Reginald, could 
not you have trusted your Lucy so far, as to te^ 
her that Prairie-bird wonkt have a dearer title O 
her affections than that of being Wingenund'k 
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riUcr, or.tht lAM of Uie MMonMy's adop- 

' **J)ear LacyT replied her brother, with as 
UDpreanFe eainestness, that reaaeiued while it 
awed her, '* there has been so mach of the mjrs> 
terioas and merciful working of Proyidence in 
the history of Prairie-bird, that I am sore yon 
will forgive me when I ask you to wail a few 
hoars before all is explained to you. Mean- 
while, receive her. for these few hoars, as a 
gnest ; if at the end of them yoa do not love her 
as a sister, my prophetic spirit errs widely of im 
mark." 

Lacy saw well how deeply her brother's feel- 
ings were moved, and she prayed inwardly that 
her expected gnest might falfil his prophecy. Ii 
Aost be owned, however, that there larked a 
doabt in her heart whether it ooald be possible 
that a girl reared in an Indian camp comd be to 
her a sister, or coald be worthy of that brother, 
whom her fond partiality clothed with attribotes 
beyond those which belong to ordinary mortals. 
Her affection for Reginald woald not permit her 
to let him perceive these doabts; bat fearfal of 
betraying them by her manner, she left him in 
the room destined for Prairie-bird, while she 
hastened to aid the indefatijg^able Aunt Mary in 
some of the other premurations that were going 
fiHward: the Colonel having given orders that 
the whole partj, of whatever rank or station, 
should be hospitably entertained. 

R^rivald was no sooner left alone, than cast- 
ing his eyes around the roona, a sadden idea oc- 
curred to him of preparing an agreeable surprise 
for his betrothed on her entrance to her new 
domicile. He remembered having seen below, 
b^ tbediawing-room, a Spanish snitar, which he 
lost no time in seearing; and having taken it 
from the case, he ascertained that it was a very 
fine instrument, and that the strines were in 
very tolerable order. He now laid it upon the 
sofa-table in her room, placing beside it a slip 
of paper which he took from his pocket, and 
which seemed, from its soiled and crumpled 
condition, to have suffered not a little from the 
various wettings to which, during the past 
months of travel, it had been exposed. Still he 
lingered i^ the room, noting with satisfaction the 
vvrioas trifling luxuries and comforts which his 
atiter had piepanod for Prairie-bird, when sud- 
denly be caught the sound of a bujle-note, in 
which he instantly recognised the signal to be 
given by Baptiste of the party's approach. 

JBow did his heait beat within him as he flew 
to'welcome them ; yet were its throbbing pulsa- 
tifns like the quiet of sleep compared to those 
of the maiden, who now drew near the home of 
h^r infancy. EthelitoiihadleapoltQtheerouDd, 
and half supported her in the saddle with one 
hand, while with the other he checked Nekimi, 
whose impatientneigh betrayed his remembrance 
of the corn-bin, and the well-known stall. 

" Ed ward— Edward, I cannot go through this !" 
said the half-fainting girL » My thoughts are 
all confused— my brain turns round— see, there 
is the house I I cannot remember it O, stay a 
nUnote— only one minute, that I may recover 
myself!" 

"Dear Evy!" said her brother, looking up 
while she leaned a&ctionately upon his sboul- 
d^, ** *tis natural that your thoughts should be 
mingled and confused, but let them not be gloomy 
MtfwS The house is so changed within Uie last 
ten years, that had you built it yourself you 
cmld not lecoguise it in ila present state. AW 



^madjr I can 4iail«gaiah dftf AMt Ifoiar'a Milt 

cap and apPOQ; ana Lucy» Mmgmg to eauxact m 
sister; the crey locks of th« sufdy Coileiiel, aat 
one beside him, who will not be ibe Iwi to wd* 
come Prajrie-bird I" 

'< I can distinguish nothu^ Edwaxd; there ia « 
a mist beibrs my eyes: hot u is a mist of lovo i\ 
and happiness unspeakable I" 

''Courage, dear fivy I" said her bvpther in a - 
cheering tone ; " let them not think that Prairie* . 
bird draws near with slow, unwilling step, anA 
that her heart regrets the change from the pn^ ' 
rie to the scenes of her childhood, and the homo ' ^ 
of her choice 1" 

" Edward I" said his sister reproachfully, whiler 
a tear stalled in her eye, and tae blood mounted 
to her temples ; then snaking back the dark lock* 
frdm her glowing cheeks, as if she would there* 
bv shake off the temporurv wAkness Ivr which 
she had been overcome, sue added, " Remount 
your horse ; we have yet some hundred leet to go ^ 
if Prairie-bird draws cear with slow, unwiUmg* 
step, it shall be Nekimi's fault, and not her own r 

So saying, she shook the loosened rein upon, 
the neck of the fiery steed, which bounding lor- 
ward with a spring that would have unseated a 
less practised rider, boro her swiittv to the door,, 
where he stopped, obedient to her Mieate hand^ 
and champed, and frothed, and snorted, as ii 
proud alike of his burden, and of his own matcl^ 
less Bjmmetnr of Ibrm. 

Never had her radiant beauty ao thrilled 
through Reginald's everv nerve »rat this mo- 
ment, when, lightly toucnine his nroffexed arm^ 
she sprang to the around ; her cneek slowing* 
with agitation, and her eye moistened by con* 
tending emotions, she interchanged with hiULf- 
one silent look of conscious love, and then turn- 
ed, with gentle grace, to receive the greeting ot 
Colonel Brandon. 

We have before said that he had been ftr< 
flrom pleased with the contemplated alliance of 
his son, and had made up his mind to reoeiva* 
Prairie-bird with cold and studied courtesy, mat 
to treat her oUierwise than as an ordinary gucst^ 
until he should have satisfied himself respecting 
her birth and connexions; but, in spite of hin^ 
self, these resolutions vanished bemre the irro*- 
sistible attractions of her manner and bearing^ 
so that instead of only extcnaug his hand as ha- 
had proposed, he imprinted a parental kiss upon. 
her rorehead, saving, 

"Welcome, heaitily a»d Wif weloome to 
Mooshannel" 

She tried to speak, but she looked on (he hatf» 
remembered features of Reginald's father, and 
her collected strength began to £U1. At this mo^ 
ment she was greeted by Lucy, whom she ak 
ready knew to be the chosen of her brother^ 
heart. 

« Piairie-bird must learn to love her aister f* 
whispered she, ibkiing her in an affeetionaie ena- 
brace. \ 

^LMxn, Lucy !" replied Prairie-bird, whosa- 
tears could no longer be controlled. ''Learnt 
can a few years have so changed our Aces and 
our hearts, that Lucy and Evy must now learn 
to love each other 1" 

Before the astonished giri oocV z&p^, Aunt 
Mary, darting forward wfr] litintic ! aste, ex*, 
claimed, "What roice is that?" l.en catchine 
Pmirie-bird by the arm, examined with wila 
iDt 'Usity every liae of her countenance. As sha* 
looked, the teafs gathered in her own e^es, hcc 
frame trembled wiih.afiiation, and she 61Liijpo» 
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ftfr ii^» ^Y^ "TH tlusr^*ti^ m poor I 
IroO^pi's long-aosTcbil^l** 

Lucy's heart tQld her that it was so indeed: 
Colonel Brandon was overcome with astonlsh- 
nent; bat he read in the looks of Reginald and 
£^eUton that the lost treasure was restored; 
and as memory retraced in the features of Prai- 
rie-bird those of his attached and lamented friend, 
2ie» too, was unmanned ; and grasping Ethelsion's 
hand, wrung it with an emotion beyond the power 
of words. 

The news spread like wild-fire throughout 
lite house that Captain Ethelston's sister was 
returned; andXucy was obliged to run with all 
speed to her mother's room to prevent a sudden 
shock of joy that might affect her weaklv nerves. 
Is it possible to describe, or imagine the trans- 
ports of the succeeding hour in that happy cir- 
cle 1 or the caresses showered upon Prairie-bird 1 
What word would the pen or tongue employ 1 
" Congratulations 1" As well might one at- 
tempt to represent Niagara by the water poured 
irom a pitcher { 

We will trust that hour to the reader's heart, 
and wiU suppose it past, and that Lucy, with 
still tearful eyes, and her arm still round her re- 
covered sister's neck, was leading her from the 
room where she had just knelt to receive Mrs. 
Brandon's maternal kiss, when, in passing a 
half-open door, Loev said, " £vy, that is your 
brother's room ; but ne is not in it, he is still on 
the lawn." 

*' Oh ! I mast look into Edward's room," ex- 
claimed Prairie-bird ; and opening the door, slie 
entered, followed by Lucy. A rifle, a fowling- 
piece, and a fishing-rod stood in one corner; 
over them were ranged several pair of pistols, 
and two or three cutlasses, apparently of foreign 
workmanship ; in the opposite comer, near the 
window, was a globe, by the side of which stood 
a case £lled with naval charts; on the other 
side of the room was ranged a row of shelves 
well stored with books, and the writing-table in 
the centre was covered with papers all neatly 
tied and docketed, as he had left them at his last 
departure. 

Prairie-bird's eye wandered with a certain de- 
gree of interest over all these indications of her 
brother's habits until it vested upon ^ small por- 
trait hung orcr the chimney-piece. It repre- 
sented a man of middle age and stature, and, 
although the painting was scarcely above medi- 
ocrity' as a worir orart, the expression of the 
ceuntenance was strikingly open and benev- 
cikuA, Prairie-bird gazed uiK)n it until she 
thought that the mild orbs upon the inanimate 
panvas returned her aflfectionate gaze. With 
clasped handis sod beating heart, she stood 
awhile silent, and thttii sinking on her knees, 
without lemoving her eyee from the object upon 
which they ivsted, she munhured, in a whisper 
scarcely audible. ** My Father I" 

It was indeed the portmit of his lamented 
friend that Colonel Brandon had kindly placed 
in Ethelston^ room, a circnmstanoe which had 
escaped Lucy's memory at the moment of her 
entering it. 

Stooping over her kneeling companion, she 
Itissed her forehead, saying, " Evy, I will leave 
vou for a few minutes to commune with the 
memory of the honoured dead ; you will find me 
in the vestibule below." So saying, she gently 
closed the door, and leA the room. 

In less than a quarter of an hour Prairie^bird 
rejoiAed her friend, and though the traces of le^ 



ee^t• amotion were still tp be oteervcd, she had^ 

recovered her composure, and her countenaac*^* 
Wore an expression of grateful happiness. 

**Come, Evy," ^d her young hostess^ * % 
must now show you your own room ; the cage 
is not half pretty enough for so sweet a bird, bat 
it opens upon the flower-garden, so you cam 
escape when you will, and your deajc gopd Paul 
Muller is your next neighbour." , 

An exclamation of del^ht broke from the lip« ' 
of Prairie-bird as she entered and looked round 
the tented apartment, and all its little com£>rts 
prepared by Lucy's taste and affection. Fortu- 
nately, the day was beautiful, and the casement 
windows being wide open, her eye caught, be* 
yond the flower-garden, a view of the distant, 
mass of forest, with its thousand varied autunk^ 
nai tints^ reposing in the golden light of the de- 
clining sun. 

*<Oh, it is too, too beautiful 1" said Prairie- 
bird, throwing her arms around Lucy's neck^, 
** I can scarcely believe that this is not all s^ 
dream !" 

" There have indeed been some fairies here, 
or some such beings as dwell in dreams, Evy,'^ 
said Lucy, whose eye feU upon the guitar lymg 
on ihe table, *' for I leA this room a short tinp^. 
ago, and- this instrument was not here then. 
Who can have broiurht it 1-^an you play upoa 
i^Evyr' 

" A little," replied Prairie-bird, colouring. 

** And see," continued Lucy, ** here is a scia»r 
of paper beside it, so soiled and dirty that l. 
should have put it in the fire had 1 s^en it Imk 
fore ; do you know the hand-writing, Evy V 

As Lucy said this she looked an:hly up in 
her friends face, now glowing with a rosy 
blush. 

'* Well, you need not answer, for methinks 1; 
know it myself; may I unfold the papieir, ao4 
read its contents 1 What, no answer yet ; th(^ 
I must take your silence for consent." 

Thus saying, she opened the paper, whi)^ 
Prairie-bird, blushing still more deeply, glance^ 
at it with longing but half-averted eyes. 

« Verses, IdecUre I" exclaimed Lucy. "Why» 
Evy, what magic art have you empli^ed to trani^ 
form my Nimrod brother, the wild huntsman of 
the west, the tamer of horses» and th« at^f^c ^' 
deer, into a poet T' 

She then proceeded to read in a volQe of dim 
feeling^ the following stanzas, which, althouA 
without any pretensions to poetical merit 1|» 
themselves, found such acceptance with theii^ 
present warm-hearted and partial jadgea, tha^ 
at the conclusion of their perusal, the two giui!' 
fell upon each other's neck, and remained 1^9^ ,r 
ed in a silent and affectionate embrace. 
Omm mi m rUg .Prmm$-Hr^9 AMSlmff Bgamt «*,S«i«jiW«ik^ 
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Tf«, haUowed b« His Holy Nmt, 

Who funned thee what thou art ! 
Whose breath inspired the hear^f 

Now kindled in tiiy heart ! 
Wheae love o*erfl«rwiiif in thy braaH 

These Tocal raptures stirred— 
Whose angels hover round thj nast^ 

Thou orphan Prairie-bird ! 

Methinks, I see that guardian thioBf 

Stall mirrored in thy face ! 
Tlnr Toioe hath stol*n their anf el-MBf, 

Thy form their angel*graoe. 
Oh breathe onoe more that plaintire 

Whose every tone and word, 
Deep-trviaatired in my heart and braia 

Shim dwell, sweet Prairie-biri! 
Dtiantme wi Osage Camp, 7Vg*d<y mgki, 

* * Sm «hap. 3n#,, p. 77. 
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On the following day the tkmily party at Moo- J 
shaAne were assembled at lancheon under a 
large tree, on the banks of the Maskingam. 
trom beneath the shade of which the gables and 
irregalar chimneys of the house were seen 
through occaional openings in Lacy's shrub- 
bery i while the deep rirer flowed silently on- 
ward, bearing away in its tranquil course the 
jea'y tribute of autumn showered upon it by 
the light breath of th« western wind. 

Already had Prairie-bird visited the spot 
where her father's house had stood,the site of 
which was only to be recognized by a few heaps 
•of stones and blackened timbers, over uhLch the 
luxuriant mosses and lichens, with which that 
region abounds, had long since cast their mantle 
of green, while a few apple, plum, and peach 
trees, unprotected by hedge orience, still show- 
ed '* where once the garden smiled." 

Colonel Brandon had not thought it advisable 
to rebuild either the house or the offices aAer 
their destruction by the savages, but had con- 
tented himself with a careful administration of 
his late friend's property, leaving it to his son 
Edward to choose a site for his residence at a 
later period. Neither must it be supposed that 
our heroine had omitted to pay a morning visit 
to Nektmi, who now knew her voice, and obey- 
ed her call like an affectionate and faithful dog. 
As soon as she came to the stable, into which 
he had been turned without halter or fhstening 
<tf any kind, the generous animal, after satutihg 
her with a neigh of recognition, robbed his broad 
Ibrehead against her shoulder, and playfully nib- 
bled Uie grains off the head of maize which she 
held out to him ; but even that he did not ven- 
ture to do until he had acquired a claim to it hj 
iio.dinff one of his feet up and pawing with it 
until she let It rest in her delicate hand. It must 
assuredly have been by mere accident that Regi- 
nald entered while she was thus employed, and 
reminded her how he had, with prescient hope, 
foretold this very scene amongst the rocky cliffs 
of the far distant Andes. Well did Prairie-bird 
remember the spot, and cveir syllable of that 
prophecy ; neither did she aflfect to have forgot- 
len It, but with a sweet blush held out one hand 
to her lover, while the other still played with the 
«ilken tresses of Nekimi's mane. 

What a delightful occupation is it to caress a 
iumb favotirite bv the side of one beloved, when 
the words of endearing tenderness lavished on 
the unconscious pet are the outpourings of a 
hbart sensitively snrinking from addressing them 
ilirectly to their real object f and if it be true 
that many a sleek and glossy spaniel has thus 
lecelved the caress intended for its owner, how 
vuch more natural was it that Reginald and 
l^nHrie^bir^ should find pleasure in bestowlDg 
heir careS^ses on a noble animal endeared to 
Ihem by so many associations ; for while she 
aremembered bow oAen Nekimi had borne him 
in the chase and in the fight, he was not likely 
4o foreet with how true and unwearied a step 
the faithful steed had carried his betrothed over 
a&any hundred miles of mountain and of prairie ; 
and even now, as her hand rested in his, both by 
A conscious sympathy thought of Nekimi's for- 
mer generous lord, and breathed a sigh over 
War-Eagle's untimely fate. 

To return to our party assembled round the 
.uncheon ^ble under the venerable tree. The 
flrsfi tumult of joy had subsided, and was suc- 
ceeded by a feeling of more assured happiness, 
*4i sober certain^r of waking bliss,** which per- 



vaded every breast. Aunt Mary tontemplateA 
her lovely niece with looks of the fondest affec- 
tion, recalling in her sweet smile and in the ex. 
pression of her features the beloved brother, 
whose loss she had with deep but chastened 
grief for many years deplored ; for a few min- 
utes there was a general silence ; ore of those 
pauses in which each member of the party pon- 
dered, as if by a common sympathy, en the won- 
derful events which had le4 to their reunion, 
Lucy was the first to break it. 

" Reginald," said she, " you related to us yes- 
ter-evening the commencement of your home- 
ward journey, and how the Delaware called 
* Stony-heart* was permitted by the Osages to 
return unhurt to your camp : you must resume 
the thread of your tale where you left it, and tell 
us especially how and where you parted from 
dear wingenund, to whom we all owe a debt 
of gratitude greater than we can ever pay." 

"That do we indeed, Lucy," replied her bro- 
ther earnestly; " fortunate too is it that deeds of 
generous self-devotion like those done by Win- 
genund reward themselves, and that a debt of 
gratitude to one whom we love is a treasure, not 
a load upon the breast. Ton remember how a 
writer, who used to be a favourite with you, has 
expressed it: 

* A fntofal mind 
Bj owing owes not, bat itill pnjs, tt odm 
Indebtod nod diaeharftd.* ** 

" What a beautiful thought !" ezelaimed Prat- 
rie-bird eagerly; "tell me the book wherein I 
may find it written. Such a lovely flower at 
that cannot surely grow alone: there must be 
others of similar beauty near it." 

" There are, indeed ; fresh, fragrant, and abun- 
dant as on a western prairie in June ; * Paradise 
Lost' is the garden wherein they grow; many 
of the descriptions contained in it are among the 
most beautiml In our language ; I hope ere lone' 
to read them to and with you, dearest," he added 
In a whisper, intended for her ear alone; "there 
are sonde lines descriptive of Eve as she first 
appeared to Adam, which always seemed to me 
exaggerated until you taught my eye to see anc 
my heart to feel their truth." 

With a deep blush Prairie-bird cast her dark 
eyes upon the ground, while Reginald continued 
aloud, again addressing himaelf to Lucy: 

" Our own adventures after we crossed the 
Platte river are scarcely worth relating; for, 
although we had a few alarms from wandering 
parties of Pawnees, Omahaws, and Dahcotahs, 
our band was too strong and too well armed to 
fear anything from their open attack ; and the 
ever-watchful care and sagacity of Wingenund 
leil them no chance of surprising us. 

" The warlike spirit and experience of his 
nohle brother seemed to have descended* like 
Elijah's mantle, upon the youth ; and feeling the 
responsibility that attached to him aa leader of 
the party, he allowed himself liule rest dther 
by day or by night, setting the wntches himself, 
and visiting them repeatedly at intervals to as- 
certain that they were on the alert. He always 
came to our camp-fire in the evening, and I cAi- 
served that he daily became more interested la 
the conversation of our worthy friend the Mis- 
sionary, and more anxious to understand the 
principles and truths of Christianity ; in bo do- 
ing he was not only following the bent of his 
own amiable and gentle disposition, but he feh; 
a secret i^easure in the remembrance that ho 
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was fulfilling the last wishes of his dying hroth- 
ffr. Fdare say Paul Muiller would now tell you 
that he would be thankful indeed if the average 
of professing Christians understood and prac- 
tised the precepts of their creed as faithfully as 
Wingenund." 

" That would I in truth, ray son," replied the 
Missionary ; " neyerthele«.s I cannot claim the 
! honour of having been the instrument of the 
conversion of the Delaware youth or his brother ; 
It was effected, under the blessing of Heaven, by 
^he patient, zealous, and affectionate exertion 
«f Prairie-bird." 

"Nay, my dear father, you do yourself griev- 
ous wrong in so speaking," said Prairie-bird, 
reproachfiflly ; " and even were it as you say, 
to whom do I owe everything that I know? 
whom have I to thank that I was not left in the 
dark and hapless condition of the females by 
whom I have so long been surrounded V* 

The tears gathered in her eyes as she spoke, 
And she pressed affectionately to her lips the 
hand which her adopted father extended to her. 

"Yes, my sister speaks only the truth," said 
Ethelston, addressing the Missionary in a voice 
of deep emotion ; " we all feel how far beyond 
the power of words we are indebted to you for 
tiU that you have done for her, and we only trust 
thai some opportunity may he afforded us of 
showing a deep, sincere, and permanent grati- 
tude that we are unable to express." 

Colonel Brandon, and every one of the family 
circle, rose as by a common impulse, and one 
by one confirmed, by a silent pressure of the 
hand, the sentiment expressed by Ethelston. 
-r The venerable' man, uncovering his head, and 
f allowing the breeze to waive to and fro his sil- 
'^ Ter locks, looked for a minute upon the kindred 
group before him, and thus addressed them : 
= " Think you not, my friends, that this scene, 
thene happy faces, and this happy home, might 
well reward any degree or duration of earthly 
toill But toil there has-been none, for the 
teaching and nurture of this sweet child has 
been from the first a labour of love ; and the 
only pain or regret that she has ever caused me, 
is that which I now feel, when I recollect that I 
must resign her into the hands of her natural 
guardians, and return to my appointed task, 
the occasional troubles of which will not any 
more be sweetened by her presence, nor its vex- 
ations be soothed by her affection. Such, how- 
ever, is the will of Him whom I serve, and far 
be it from me to repine." 
' "Nay," interrupted Reginald, eagerly, "you 
will not leave us yet After the fatigues and 
trials of this summer, yon will surely give your^ 
•elf some repose." 

" My son* I would gladly dwell awhile in this 
pleasant and happy abode ; but I must not leave 
'Wingenund to^ contend unaided agaiiMt the dif- 
ficulties by which his present path willbe beset, 
the doubts and temptations which may assail 
him from within, and the sneers or scorn he 
may experience from the more proud and vio- 
lent spirits of his tribe." 

•* There is, however, one service that you have 
promisod to render before you take your depar- 
ture from Mooshanne. Perhaps there are others 
here beside myself who will urge you to its faith- 
fiil performance." 

This bold speech threw the whole party into 



momentary confusion. Fratrie-bira, pretending 
to whisper to the Missionary, hid her blushins 
face upon his shoulder ; the conscious eyes of 
Ethelston and Lucy met ; while Aunt Mary be- 
stowed upon Colonel Brandon one of those know- 
ing smiles with which elderly ladies usually think 
fit to accompany matrimonial allusions. 

The awkwardness was of short duration, for 
the mutual feelings of the parties betrothed were 
no secret to any present ; and Reginald was not 
of a disposition to endure unnecessary delays, 
so he drew Prairie-bird with gentle force towards 
her brother, and still retaining her hand in hie 
own, he said, " Ethelston, will you, as guardian 
of your sister, consent to my retaining this fair 
hand! Beware how you reply, lest I should 
use my influence against you in a request which 
you may make to my father." 

Had Ethelston been ignorant of his sister's 
feelings, he might have read them in the ex- 
pression of her blushing countenance ; but being 
already in full possession of them, and meeting 
a smile of approval from Colonel Brandon, he 
placed his sister's hand within that of Reginald, 
saying, " Take her, Reginald, aod be to her as 
a husband, true, faithful, and affectionate, as 
you have been to me as a friend." 

It will not be supposed that Ethelston waited 
long for the consent of either her father or brother 
to his union with Lucy; and Paul Miiller agreed 
to remain Ht Mooshanne one week, at the end 
of which time the double ceremony was to take 
place. 

While these interesting arrangements were 
in progress, the noise of wheels, and the tramp 
of many horses, announced the approach of a 
large party ; upon which Colonel Brandon, ao- 
oompanied by the Missionary and Aunt Mary, 
went to see who the new comers might be, 
leaving the two young couples to follow at their 
leisure. The Colonel was not long kept in sut- 
pense as to the quality of his visitors, for beibre 
reaching the' house, he heard the broad accent 
of David Muhr's voice addressing Reginald's a^ 
tendant. 

"Thank ye, thank ye, Maister Parrot," for 
so did he pronounce the Frenchman's name; 
'< if ye*ll just baud the uncanny beast by the 
head, Jessie can step on the wheel an' be dooa 
in a crack. «There, I tanld ye so ; it's a' right 
noo; and Jessie, lass, ye need na' look sae 
frighted, for your new gown's nae rumpled, an 
Hairy will tak' the bit parcel into the house foi 
ye." 

" Indeed, fhther, I am not frightened," said 
Jessie, settling the side curls under her bonnet 
upon her glowing cheek, and giving the parcel 
to Henry Gregson, whose hands Irad for the 
moment encircled her waist as she jumped fVom 
the wheel to the ground. Several vehicles of 
various descriptions followed, containing this 
spoils and baggage brought back from the prai- 
ries, together with Pierre, Bearskin, and all the 
members of the party who bad accompanied 
Reginald and Ethelston, and who now came to 
offer their congratulation pn the events attend- 
ing their safe return ; for the story c he won- 
derful restoration of Ethelston's sister to her 
family had already spread throughout the neigb> 
bourhood, receiving as it went various addition*, 
and embellishoiebts from the lovers of tL^^mai 
veilous. 
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Itamibite, .JeMie Mair had gattiered from 
lIoDsieor Perrot sufficient infonnation respect- 
img the tn» ^tate of afiaire, to aet her mind at 
rest with respect to Reginald Brandon's inten- 
tions ; and encoaraged by the interest which the 
Colonel and Lucy had alwaya taken in her pros- 
pects, she felt a secret assurance that they 
would prove powerful auxiliaries in advocating 
the cause of Harry Grmon, and reconciling 
her parenta to his suit. Neither waa she mis- 
taken in her calculationi for while the prepara- 
tion for the entertainment of the numerous 
gvests was going forward, Colonel Brandon, 
after a brief oonsultation with Ethelston, called 
David Mttir aside, and opened to him the sub- 
ject of the youth's attachment to his daughter. 

It is diiBcolt to say whether the surprise, or 
the wrath of the merchant were the greater on 
hearing this intelligence, which was not only a 
death-Mow to his own ambitious hopes, but 
was, in his estimation, an aot of unpardonable 
presumption on the part of young Oregson. 

** Colonel, ye're sorely no in airneat ! it's no 
possible ! Jessie, come here, ye hiazie !*' said 
he, stamping with anger, and raisUig his roioe 
to a louder pitch. 

It happened that Jessie, being engaged in con- 
fwaation with Monaieor Perrot, did not hear his 
fall, and the C<dooeI took the opportunity of 

fcling him a little further from the house, and 
resting his calm attention to the explanations 
which he had to give. David walked on in si- 
lence, his face still red with anger, and his heart 
seerstly trembling within him when be thought 
ef his next interview with Dame Christie. 

The Colonel, who knew both the weak and 
the good pointa of his companion's character, 
dexterously avaaiag himself of both, effected in 
% few minutes a considerable change in his 
views and feelings on the aubject He repie- 
HoM to him that Ethdstoa would now have a 
house and establishmeiu of his own ; that his 
PlNHMv^y was already letf oonsiderable, and, 
with prudent management^ woiikl receive grad- 
ual augmentation ; and that, from his attaoh- 
«Mnt 1o are0Bon, it was his ilttention to make 
the honest maAe's son tlis maMgiiig agent of his 
eoDoems ; to iacilitate which purpose he, Cdo- 
lel Brandon, proposed to advanoe a few thous- 
tiijd dollars, and to establish the young man in 
a aoitaUe house in Marietta. 

" David," continued the CoUnmI, *« you and I 
have leiig been acquainted ; and I do not think 
you ever yet knew me to give you counsel likely 
do injiure your welfare or yonr pivspeots, and 
yoo may tnist me that I would not willingly do 
aonow. The young people are attached to each 
other ; they may certainly be separated by force ; 
hot their hearts are already united. Harry ia an 
honeat, industrious, enterprising lad ; he will 
start in the world with fair prospects; every 
year will lend him experience ; and as you and 
I are both of us on the wrong side of fifty, we 
may he very glad a few summers hence to rest 
fjpom active business, and to have about us 
those to whom we can entrust our afiairs with 
weU'placed confidence." 

There was much in this speech that tended to 
MNHhe. as well as to convince, the merchant. 
Be was gratified by the familiar and friendly 
txpnessions employed by the Colonel, while his 
ihrewd understanding took in at a rapid glance 



the preopeetive advantages that might acorve w- 
the agent managing the extensive affaire of the 
familiea of Brandon and Ethelsloa ; added to 
this, he was at heart a fond and affectionate 
father ; and the symptoms of irritation hc^an t* 
disappear from his countenance ; yet he acarce^ 
knew how to reply, and before even he meant 
to speak, the name of hia gude-wife eacaped 
firom his lips. 

" Leave me to manage Dame Christie," said : 
the Colonel, smiling. ** Etbelston shall go int»» 
Marietta himself, and break the subject to her^ 
founding his request upon his regard for the eld- 
er Gregson, who haa served under him so faith- 
fully ever aince his boyhood. Come, my good 
friend, let us join the party : I do not press yoa 
for any reply now ; but if you should detect a 
stolen glance of affection between the yooi^ 
people, do not be angnr with Jessie, but think 
of the day when you first went forth, dressed 
in your best, to win asmile from Dame Christie.'^ 

"Ah, Colonel, ye're speakin' of auld laog 
syne noWl" said the merchant, whose ill- 
humour was no longer proof against the friendly 
suggestions of his patron, though he muttered 
to himself, in an undertone, as they returned- 
towards the hooae, ** I ken now why Maister 
Hairy was aye sae fond o' the store, when the 
ither lads were fain to win' awa to hunt in the 
woods, pr to fish in the river ! Weel a weeU 
he'a a douoe callant» an' the lassie might aihlina 
gae farther an' fare waur !" 

The preparations for the entertainment were 
still in progress, under the superintendence of 
Aunt Mary and Monsieur Perrot, the latter ftiav» 
ing already dofied hia traveUioir attire, and as* 
sumed, in his jacket of snowy white, the com- . 
mand of the kitchen, when Harry Gregson, who ^ 
had opened the Marietta post-bag, put a letter ' 
into the hands of Reginald Brandon, which ho 
instantly knew, by the bold, careless handr 
writing, to be from his node Marmaduke. He 
broke the aeal, and read as follows :— 

««8hiilByHiai,JiajU^ 
*'Dbab Rboihil9^ 
" I have veiy lately received your lett^iri an- 
nouncing your intention of making a huptiiiig 
excursion in the west, in pursuit c? bears, eik» 
wolves, Indians, and other wild beasts. I hop* 
you'll come safe back, with a score or two qT 
their outlandish brushes^ A^ter you left meb I 
began to feel very uncomfortable, and did apt 
know what was the matter, for I was cold tyi 
night, and sulky and out of sorts by day. Parson 
Williams took me in hand; but though wp 
drank many a bottle of old pprt together, and 
played drafts, and attended sevesal road-meet- 
ings (which you know was an amusen^ent I 
hid never tried before), it was all no use, and 
I began ^» think that I was on a down-hill road 
to tlie neitt world ; but, somehow or other, il 
happened that I dropped in now and then to the 
parsonage, and whenever I had talked half an 
hour with Margaret, (you remember Margaret, / 
the parson's daughter,) I felt in a better humour ' 
with myself and all the world. So matters 
went on, until one day I mustered courage t<^ 
ask her to come up to the hall, and change her 
name to Shirley. She did so, and youi old 
uncle writes with the halter round his neck. 
When I manied, Perkins came down from 
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London (the son of my fa^her*8 solicitor) with a 
dozen boxes of parchment, in a post-chaise; 
and made me sign my name at least a score of 
times ; after which I desired him to draw up 
two more deeds for my pleasure. These were 
for transferring to yoarse^f, and to your sister, 
a legacy left me a few years ago by an old rela- 
:.. tion whom I had never seen, and whose money 
J did not want. The amount is forty thousand 
pounds; so there will be twenty thousand 
pounds a-piece for you, and you may set to work 
and clear (as you used to call it) an estate as 
big as the old county of Warwick. I explained 
what I was about to Meg, telling her, at the 
same time, that it was a debt that I owed you 
in conscience, having consider#J you for so 
fsany years as my heir, until her plaguing black 
«yes made a fool of me, and threatened me with 
the prospect of brats of my own. For this she 
pulled my ears twice ; first, for calling her Meg 
instead of Greta, by which name she was known 
at the parsonage; and secondly, for talking 
about the brats, a subject which always makes 
her cheeks redden. But J had no idea of put- 
ting the reins into her hand so early in the day, 
«nd I told her outright, that the first boy should 
be called Reginald, to please me ; and the sec- 
ond might be called Greto, to please her ; and 
the third might be called Marmaduke, to please 
the family ; on which, without waiting to hear 
' any more, she bolted, and left roe master of the 
field. I have just mentioned this, in order that 
jrou, if ever you get into a similar scrape, may 
know how to behave yourself. Mr. Perkins 
has completed his deeds of assignment, and has 
f^ received my instructions to transfer the money 
' to America by the next vessel, in bills upon 
^ Messrs. Powell and Co. of Philadelphia ; and 
though I have more than once found you as 
proud and as straight-laced as a turkey-cook 
where money was concerned, I know that you 
^are not, you dog ! — I say you dare not refuse, 
. either for yourself or your sister, this token of 
the affectionate regard of your uncle, 

**MABHVDtJKB ShIRLBT." 

The flush that came over Keginald*s open 
'Countenance as he read this epistle from his 
-eccentric but warm-hearted relative, did not 
escape the watchful eye of Lucy, who was 
atanding near him, and she anxiously inquired 
whether it contained any unpleasant intelligence. 

" Read it, Lucy, and judge for yoiyj|elf," he 
replied, while he went to communicalppts (^on- 
'^nts to Colonel Brandon. 

We will leave to the reader*s imagination the 
mirth and festivity that reigned at Mooshanne 
during that happy evening ; how Pierre, Bap- 
tists, and Bearskin talked over their adventures 
of ancient and of recent date ; how David Muir*s 
iprey eye twinkled when he detected Jessie 
"exchanging a stolen glance with Harry Greg- 
son ; how the cheers rang through the forest 
when the Colonel proposed the health of Prai- 
/ Tie-hird,the long- lost child of his dearest friend, 
^ the bride of bis only son ; and how Aunt Mary's 
flweetmeats and preserves adorned her snowy 
, tab]e*cloth ; and how Monsieur Perrot had con- 
trived, as if by magic, to load the hospitable 
board with every swimming, flying, and running 
eatable creature to be found in the neighbour- 
ieod, dressed in every known variety of form. 



The healths of Etbebton and Coloii^ BranAos 
had not been forgotten ; and the latter, obsei^ 
ing a shade of melancholy upon bis son's brow, 
said to him aloud, <* Reginald, yoo have not yel 
given youi friends a toast, they claim it of yoo 
new." 

Thus addressed, Reginald, reading In the 
dark eyes of his betroth^, feelings kindred te 
his own, said in a voice of deep and undisguised 
emotion, "My friends, you will not blame me 
if I interrupt for a moment the current of your 
mirth, but it would be doing equal injustice, I 
am sure, to your feelings and to my own, were 
we to part without a tribute to the memory of 
one, now no more, to whose self-devoted he- 
roism Ethelston owes the life of a sister, and I 
the dearest treasure I possess on earth : The 
memory of my Indian brother, War-Eagle, late 
Chief of the Delawares !" 

The party rose in silence, every head was 
uncovered, a tear trembled oti the long lashes 
of Prairie-bird*s downcast eye, and Baptisie 
muttered to himself, yet loud enough to be 
heard by all present, as he reversed his ^ass, 
" Here's to the memory of the boldest han2|tfa^ 
fleetest foot, and the truest heart among the 
sons of the Lenap^ !" 

As the day was now drawing to a close, 
David Mnir returned to Marietta, Ethelston 
having promised to pay a visit to Dame Ghristib 
on the following day. The Merchant was so 
elated by the day's festivities, that he winked 
his grey twinkling eye at Jessie, forgetting at 
the moment that she knew nothing of the con« 
versation that had passed between the Colonel 
and himself; and when the youth in escorting 
them homeward, warned David of sundry holes 
and stumps upon the road, thereby enabling 
them to avoid them, he poked his ilbow into 
Jessie's side, sayifig, ** He's a canny lad, yon 
Hairy Oregson; what think ye, Jeissel" She 
thought that her father was crazy, but she said 
nothing; and a certain vague sensation of hope 
came over her, that all was going more smoothly 
for her wishes than she had dared to expect. 

For the ensuing week the whole villaj^ of 
Marietta was enlivened by the preparations for 
the tv^o-fold wedding at Mooshanne ; silks, rib- 
bons, and trinkets without end were bought, and 
there was not a settlement within fifty miles in 
which the miraculous return of Reginald Bran- 
don's bride was not the theme of discourse and 
wonder. Paul Muller became in a few days so 
universally beloved at Mooshanne, that all the 
members of the family shared in the regret with 
which Prairie-bird contemplated his approach- 
ing departure ; and as they became more inti- 
mately acquainted with him, and drew from 
him the various information with which bis 
mind was stored, they no longer marvelled at 
the education that he had found means, even in 
the wilderness, to bestow upon his adopted 
child. Colonel Brandon was extremely desi- 
rous to make him some present in token of the 
gratitude which he in common with all hip 
family, felt towards the worthy Missionarv. and 
spoke more than once with Reginald on the 
subject: but the latter stopped him, saying, 
*' My dear father, leave us to manage that, we 
have entered into a secret conspiracy, and must 
entreat you not to forbid our carrying it into ex 
ecution.'' 
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The Colonel smiled, and promised obedienoe, 
snowing that those in whose hands the matter 
lested, were more familiar with the good man's 
wants and wishes than he could be hii^iself. 

At length the week, long as it may have ap- 

Kared to Reginald and Ethelston, passed away, 
le morning which united them to those whom 
they had respectively lo?ed through so many 
trials and dangers, arrived ; and Paul Miiller, 
Having joined the hand of his beloved pupil to 
the chosen of her heart, prepared to take his 
leave, when she knelt to him for his blessing. 
With faltering voice and tearful eyes he gave it ; 
she could not speak, but pointing to a small box 
that stood upon an adjoining table, with a letter 
addressed to him beside it, yielded to the gen- 
tle force with which her bridegroom drew her 
from the room. 

Taking up the letter, the Missionary read as 
Ibllows : — 

** Oh, my beloved preceptor and father, let me 
once again thank you for all your goodness and 
affectionate care ! for to yoa« next to my Father 
in heaven, do I owe all my present happine.ss, 
an^U my knowledge of that Saviour who is 
my everlasting hope and trust. My heart 
would sink under the thought of being separated 
from you, if I did not know that you are return- 
to my dear young brother Wingenund, to guide 
and assist him in the good path that he has 
chosen ; tell him again and again how dearly 
we all love him, and that day after day, and 
night after night, he shall be remonbered in his 
sister's prayers. 

** I am sure yon will not forsake him, but will 
five him your advice in teaching his Lenap6 
brothers, who have laid aside the tomahawk, to 
cultivate the e^rth, and to raise com and other 
nourishing food for their little ones. You will 
also continue your favourite and blessed work 
of spreading among them, and the surrounding 
tribes, the light of the Gospel. Edward and 
Reginald tell me that for these objects nearest 
your heart, gold and silver can be usefully ap- 
plied, and they desire me to entreat your accept- 
ance of this box containing a thousand dollars, 
one half to be expended as you may think best 
for spreading Christianity among our Indian 
brethren, and the other half in seeds, working- 
tools, and other things necessary for Wingenund 
and those who dwell with him. 

" I hope you will come and see us at least 
once in every year, to tell us of the health and 
welfare of Wingenund. If you can bring him 
with you, the sight of him will make glad our 
eyes and hearts. 

" Farewell, dear father. Forgive the faults in 
this letter, remembering, that although I have 
read so much to you and with you, I have had 
little practice in writing, and neither Reginald 
nor Edward will alter or correct one word for 
me; they both smile and say it will do very 
well ; perhaps it may, for, without it, you know 
already bow dearly you are loved and honoured 
by your affectionate and ever-grateful, 
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SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER. 

Supposing the gentle reader to have taken 
tnlBcient interest in Prairie-bird to be desirous 
•f learning something of the after fortunes of 



herself, and thoae connected with her, we suft- 
join a letter which aecidentally came into omr 
possession, and which appears to have been 
written a few years subsequent to the date of 
the conclusion of the preceding tale. 



"flt-Looi^JviislStb, 

' DbaE ETRaLSTOW, 

" I have just returned from my long-promised 
visit to Wingenund, whose village is situated^ 
as you know, not far from the southern banks 
of the Missouri, about one hundred miles be^ 
yond St. Charles's. I found there our respect- 
ed and venerable friend Paul Mailer, whose in- 
tercourse with Wingenund and his band has 
been for some years almost uninterrupted, and 
productive of the most striking improvement, 
both in the village itself, and in the character 
and manners of its inhabitants. Several small 
settlements of Delawares are in the neighbour- 
hood, all of whom acknowledge Wingenund as 
their chief; and most of them have availed 
themselves, more or less, of the teaching of the 
exemplary Missionary. 

** The village is situated on the side of a hill, 
gently sloping to the south, along the base of 
which flows a considerable stream, which, af- 
ter watering the valley below, falls into the 
Missouri at a distance of a few miles. The 
hots, or cottages occupied by the Delawarea are 
built chiefly of wood ; and each having a gar- 
den attached to it, they present a very neat and 
comfortable appearance. That of Wingenund 
is larger than the rest, having on one side a 
compartment reserved entirely for the use of 
the Missionary; and on the other a large oblong 
room, in which are held their devotional meet- 
ings ; the latter serves also the purpose of a- 
school-room for the education of the children. 
You would be surprised at the progress made 
by them, and by many of the adults, in reading, 
as well as in agriculture and other useful craft ; 
and I must own that when my eye fell upon 
their ploughs, hammers, saws, chisels, and oth- 
er utensils, and then rested on the Bibles, a 
copy of which is in every dwelling, I felt a. 
deep and gratifying conviction, that our annual 
present to Wingenund has been productive of 
blessings, quite beyond our most sanguine ex- 
pectations. 

" I need scarcely tell you, that his reception 
of me was that of a man welcoming a long-ab- 
sent brother. He fell on my neck, and held 
me for ^me time embraced without speaking ; 
and whefi he inquired about his dear sister 011- 
tipa, his voice resumed the soft, and almost 
feminine tones that I formerly noticed in it, 
when he was under the influence of strong 
emotion. In outward appearance he is much 
changed since you last saw him, having grown 
botb in breadth and height ; indeed, I am not 
sure whether he is not now almost as fine a 
specimen of his race as was his noble brother, 
whom I never can mention or think of without 
a sign of affectionate regret. Yet in bis ordi- 
nary bearing, it is evident that Wingenund, 
from his peaceful habits and avocations, has 
lost something of that free and fearless air, 
that distinguished his warrior brother. I have 
learnt, however, from, Baptiste, (who, as you 
know, insisted upon accompanying me on this 
expedition,) that the fire of former days is sofa- 
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4aed, not extingatsbed within him, as yon will 
perceiFe from the following anecdote, picked up 
by our fHend the Guide from some of his old 
acquaintance in the village. 

** It appears that last autumn a band of In- 
dians who had given up their lands somewhere 
near the head waters of the Illinois river, and 
were moving westward for a wider range and 
better hunting-ground, passed through this dis 
trict ; and seeing the peaceful habits and occu- 
pations of the Delawares settled hereabouts, 
thought that they might be injured and plun- 
dered with impunity. They accordingly came 
one night to a small settlement only a few 
miles ^om here, and carried oflf a few score 
of horses and cattle, burning at the same time 
the dwelling of one of the Delawares, and kill- 
mg a young man who attempted to defend his 
father's property. A messenger having brought 
this intelligence to Wingenund, he collected a 
score of his most trusty followers, and taking 
care that they were well armed, went upon the 
trail of the marauders. He soon came up with 
them; and their numbers being more than 
double his own, they haughtily refused all par- 
ley and redress, telling him that if he did not 
withdraw his band they would destroy it as 
they had destroyed the young Delaware and his 
house on the preceding night. 

** This insolent speech uttered by the leader 
of the party, a powerful and athletic Indian, 
aroused the indignation of Wingenund ; his 
eyes flashed fire, and his followers saw that the 
warrior spirit of his early days was rekindled 
within him. Ordering them to unsling and lev- 
d their rifles, but not to fire until he gave the 
word, he drew near to the leader of the party, 
and m a stern voice desired him to restore the 
plunder and give up the 'murderer of the Dela- 
ware youth. The reply was a shout of defi- 
ance ; and a blow levelled at his head, which 
be parried with his rifle, and with a heavy 
stroke from its butt, he levelled his antagonist 
on the ground ; then, swift as a panther's 
spring, he leaped upon the fallen Indian's chest, 
and held a dagger to his throat. 

"Panic-struck by the discomfiture of their 
I^der, and by the resolute and determined atti- 
tude of the Delawares, the marauders entreated 
'.that his life might be spared, promising to give 
all the redress required ; and on the sf qpe day 
Wingenund returned to his village, bringing with 
him the recovered horses and cattle, and the 
Indian charged with the murder, whom he would 
• not allow to be punished according to the Dela- 
ware notions of retributive justice, but sent him 
to be tried at a circuit court, then sitting near 
St. Charles'. This exploit has completely es- 
tablished our young friend's authority among 
his people, some of whom were, if the truth must 
be told, -rather disposed to despise the peaceful 
occupations that he encouraged, and even to 
hint that his intercourse with the Missionary 
had quenched all manly spirit within him. Yon 
will be surprised to hear that he has married 
Lita, who was for a long while so deeply attach- 
ed to his brother ; even had she been the wife 
of the latter, this would have been as conforms* 
ble to Indian as to ancient Jewish usage. She 
now speaks English intelligibly, and asked me a 
thousand questions about Prairie-bird. Fortu- 



nately, she had chosen a subject of which I oould 
never weary ; and I willingly replied to all her 
inquiries ; when I told her that her former mis- 
tress and favourite had now three little ones» 
the eldest of whom was able to run about froi& 
morning till night, and the youngest named 
Wingenund, after her husband, tears of joy and 
of awakened remembrance started in her eyes. 

** I understood her silent emotion, and loved 
her for it. How changed is her countenance 
from the expression it wore when I first saw it ! 
Then it was at one moment wild and sad, like 
that of a captive pining for freedom ; at the next^ 
dark and piercing, like that of the daughter of 
some haughty chief. Now you may read upon 
her face the gentle feelings of the placid^nr 
contented wife. 

* * When I left the village, Wingenund accom- 
panied me for many miles ; twice he stopped to 
take leave of me, when some still unsatisfied 
inquiry respecting your Lucy, or Prairie-bird, 
rose to his lips, and again he moved on ; I can 
scarcely remember that he uttered any distinct 
profession of his aflTection for any of ns, and yet 
I saw that his heart was full ; and what a heart 
it is, dear Edward ! fear, and falsehood, and self 
are all alike strangers there 1 When at length 
we parted, he pressed me in silence against his 
breast, wrung the hand of Baptiste, and turned 
away with so rapid a stride, that one who knew 
him not would have thought we had parted in 
anger. 

** On reaching the summit of a hill whence I 
could command a view of the track that I had 
followed, I unslung my telescope, and, carefully 
surveying the prairie to the westward, I could 
distinguish, at a distance of several miles, Win- 
genund seated under a stunted oak with his face 
buried in his hands, and in an attitude of deep 
dejection. I' could scarcely repress a rising 
tear, for that youth has inherited all the afiec- 
tton that 1 felt for him to whom I owe my 
Evelyn's life ! 

" Harry Gregson and his wife are very com- 
ibrtably settled here, and appear to be thriving 
in their worldly concerns. I have been several 
times to his counting-house, and, from the re- 
turns which he showed me, your investments 
in the fur-trade, as well as in land, seemed to 
have been most successful. 

** Jessie's looks are not quite 90 youthful as 
they were when she was the belle of Marietta, 
but she has the beauty of unfailing good-temper, 
which we Benedicts prize at a rate unknown to 
bachelors. Harry has promised to pay us a visit 
this autumn ; he will be delighted with the new 
house that you have built for his father, since 
bis promotion to the rank of Captain. 

"Perrot has found so many 'compatriots' 
here, that he chatters from morning till night ; 
and his wonderful adventures, by * flood and 
field,' both in Europe and the Western Prairies, 
have rendered him at once the lion and the ora- 
cle of the tavern at which we lodge. 

** Distribute for me, with impartial justice, a- 
thousand loves among the dear ones in our fami- 
ly circle, and tell Evy that I shall not write again, 
as I propose to follow my letter in the course- 
of a few days. 

Now and ever your afl[bctionate brother, 
" RasiNALo Bbawdow ** 
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A NEW Claasified and Descriptive Catalogae of HAftPBK tc Brotheks' PaUBc»- 
tioBS has just been issaed, comprising a very extensive range of Literature, in ft* 
several departments of History, Biography, Philosophy, Travel, Science and Art, . «^ , 
tiie Classics, Fiction, 6cc, ; also, many splendidly Embellished Productions. Tlie ^ 
selection of works includes not only a large proportion of the most esteemed Lit- ' "'■ - 
erary Productions of our times, but also, in the majority of instances, the best ex- 
isdng authorities on given subjects. This new Cjitalogue has been constructed j 

with a view to die especial use of persons forming or enriching their Literary Col- 
lections, as well as to aid Principals of District Schools and Seminaries of Learning, 
who may not possess any reliable means of forming a true estimate of any produc- 
tion ; to all such it commends itself by its explanatory and critical notices. Tke val- 
uable collection described in this Catalogue, consisting of about two thousand voir 
vtnes, combines the two-fold advantages of gpreat economy in price with neatness— , 
often elegance of typographical execution, in many instances the rates of pukliea- 
tion being scarcely one fifth of those of similar issues in Europe. 

*^* Copies of this Catalogpie may be obtained, free of expense, by applktitittn 
to the Publishers personally, or by letter, post-paid. 

To prevent disappointment, it is requested diat, whenever books ordered throng 
eny bookseller or local agent can not be obtained, applications with remittance bo ' 
addressed direct to the PuUidiera, vhich will be promptly attended to. 
Mem YmrK Jommp, 1S47. 
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